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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY: DECEMBER
9.30 – 3.30 p.m. Adv. Textile workshop – Pine Lodge
6.00 – 7.00 p.m. Exercise Class – Pine :Lodge
9.30 –10.30 a.m. Pilates: Pine Lodge
9.00 a.m.
Holy Communion CW: St James
10.30-11.30a.m. Fitness/Yoga – Pine Lodge
9.30– 10.30 a.m. Exercise class- Pine Lodge
9.30 – 3.30 p.m. Adv. Textile workshop – Pine Lodge
8.00p.m.
Parish Council Meeting in Pine
Lodge
9th
6.00 – 7.00 p.m. Exercise Class – Pine :Lodge
7.30 p.m.
WI Meeting in the Pine Lodge
10th 9.30 –10.30 a.m. Pilates: Pine Lodge
12th 10.30 a.m.
Family Service: St James
13th 10.30-11.30a.m. Fitness/Yoga – Pine Lodge
14th 9.30– 10.30 a.m. Exercise Class- Pine Lodge
15th 9.30 – 3.30 p.m. Adv. Textile workshop – Pine Lodge
16th 12.00 p.m.
Village Lunch at The Lamb
6.00 – 7.00 p.m. Exercise Class – Pine :Lodge
17th 9.30 –10.30 a.m. Pilates: Pine Lodge
19th 6.00 p.m.
Lessons & Carols : St James
20th 10.30-11.30a.m. Fitness/Yoga – Pine Lodge
21st
9.30– 10.30 a.m. Exercise Class- Pine Lodge
22nd 9.30 – 3.30 p.m. Adv. Textile workshop – Pine Lodge
6.00 p.m.
Carols round the Village
23rd 6.00 – 7.00 p.m. Exercise Class – Pine :Lodge
24th 4.00 p.m.
Crib Service at St Mary’s
11.15 p.m.
Midnight Communion at St James
9.30 –10.30 a.m. Pilates: Pine Lodge
25th 10.30 a.m.
Xmas
Family
Service
with
Communion at St Peters
26th 10.30 a.m.
United Benefice Morning Prayer:
St Mary’s
27th 10.30-11.30a.m. Fitness/Yoga – Pine Lodge
28th 9.30– 10.30 a.m. Exercise Class- Pine Lodge
1st
2nd
3rd
5th
6th
7th
8th
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EXTRACTS FROM THE PARISH COUNCIL DRAFT MINUTES OF THE
MEETING HELD ON 10th NOVEMBER
Matters Arising
Cllr Wakeling reported District Councillor Newton had responded quickly to his email
asking how the Parish Council might defend is objections to the recent application for
five houses on the site off the Haseley Road should the application be refused and end
up going to appeal. Cllr Newton was seeking clarity from Officers, a problem may arise
if South Oxfordshire District Council (SODC) isn’t able to demonstrate a 5-year
housing land supply at the time of the appeal (NB - at the time of appeal, not at the time
of the initial determination). However, time was on our side as any appeal would be
some months away.
The Clerk reported she had heard from a resident interested in taking on the role of
Parish Path Warden. The Parish Council was pleased a volunteer had stepped forward
and asked the Clerk to respond and put her in touch with the retiring Parish Path Warden.
Report by District / County Councillors
Cllr van Mierlo had circulated his report for November. He further reported
Oxfordshire County Council (OCC) had made a bid to central government for £56m
worth of funding. If successful, the money will be used to fund rural bus routes. In
South Oxfordshire this will include a route from Wallingford to Thame. It will be a
small low-key service aimed at those who do not drive.
Oxfordshire County Council Highways
Cllr van Mierlo reported both he and Cllr van der Merwe had spoken at OCC Cabinet
meeting to raise the problem of HGV traffic travelling through Little Milton. Cllr van
Mierlo had received positive feedback following the meeting.
Discussion took place on OCC’s proposal for 20mph schemes. The introduction of a
20mph speed limit in the village could help traffic problems, encouraging HGV drivers
to take alternative routes, it will also improve safety and support the OCC initiative.
Resolved the Parish Council will commence public consultation on the introduction of
a 20mph speed limit. Cllr Sidhu will publish information on the Council FaceBook
page. Cllr Sheppard will gather supporting information ready for submission to OCC.
Planning
To note the District Planning Authority has granted permission for the following
applications:
P21/S3759/HH - Hillview Cottage, High Street, Little Milton
Replacement of two detached sheds with a detached garage/home office
P21/S2724/FUL - 20 Thame Road, Little Milton
Subdivision of existing plot, change of use of existing garage with accommodation over
to provide new three bedroom dwelling. Extension and addition of dormers to roof.
Provision of private amenity space, off street parking utilising existing highway access
to Thame Road and provision of enclosed bin and bike store. Authorisation of existing
highway access adjacent to existing dwelling as amended by plan ref 19-026- F-011 A
proposed regularisation of existing access.
Verges / Hedgerows
Cllr Harrison tabled a draft strategy for open green spaces in the village including verges
/hedgerows and the recreation ground. The Chairman thanked Cllr Harrison for his hard
work and was keen to get the community involved in some of the projects. Cllr Harrison
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will put some more detail on the draft plan including cost estimates for presentation to
a future meeting.
Communication
Cllr Sidhu walked through a draft communication strategy which he shared ahead of the
meeting via the OneDrive drive. The Parish Council FaceBook page had received 50
likes and 58 followers within 24 hours of the page being published. The HGV post has
been viewed 87 times and received positive comments from residents. It is already
being followed by local councillors, council pages, etc. so without doubt is a positive
move.
It was important to note the Parish Council is not proposing to replace or change existing
communication channels but to add to them.
The next Parish Council Meeting will be held on Wednesday 8th December in the Pine
Lodge starting at 8.00 p.m.
Current Council members
Councillor Francois Van Der Merwe (Chairman)
Councillor Howard Harrison
Councillor Adam Sheppard
Councillor Steve Sidhu (Vice Chairman)
Councillor Giles Denby
Councillor David Wakeling
Parish Clerk Andrea Oughton
County Councillor: Freddie Van Mierlo
District Councillor Caroline Newton

07740438770
01844 279946
01844 279217
01844 279448
07484 187852
01844 278014
clerk@littlemilton.org.uk
07944 492438
07951 477144

WOULD YOU SUPPORT A 20MPH ZONE THROUGH THE VILLAGE? IF
YES WE NEED YOUR HELP.
If you feel the roads through our village should be safer for pedestrians, residents and
drivers, then we'd appreciate some help. We have an opportunity to apply for a share of
limited grant money to be used for an introduction of 20mph schemes in villages across
Oxfordshire.
As part of our application, we need to evidence that our roads are unsafe when vehicles
travel at speed through the village, especially around the location of our primary school.
Although unrelated, if we are to proceed then our success here would also support our
case to re-route HGV traffic around the village.
If you have any photographic evidence, or could give a brief written account of incidents
related to the below it would be valuable to our application:
1. Road traffic collisions/issues
2. Damage to property
3. Danger or injury to pedestrians
4. Anything else you feel relevant
Regardless of the above, we’d also like to hear whether you would be for or against the
introduction of a 20mph zone. As your Parish Council we will only proceed if we are
in line with the wishes of the village.
Please share your views and/or any evidence via Francois' LMPC email chairman@littlemilton.org.uk
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SODC: WASTE MANAGEMENT CONTRACT
The minimum charge is £40 for up to 3 items and £8 for each additional item. There is
a maximum of six items per collection day: if you have more than six, you'll need to
book another collection day. Please note that a bed and mattress counts as 2 items and
a three piece suite (consisting of 1 settee and 2 chairs) counts as 3 items.
Before you contact us to book your bulky waste collection, have a good think
about whether you have any other big items to dispose of. Once we have
processed your booking, we are unable to make any alterations or add any other
items – even if you have only booked one or two items.
To arrange this service residents can call the Public Amenities Team on 01235 422406
or book on line from the Council’s website www.southoxon.gov.uk
Give your furniture to a good home
Have you considered donating your furniture to charity or a good home? Emmaus is an
Oxford based charity that will come out to all areas of the county and collect unwanted
furniture free of charge. For legal or practical reasons this does not include soft
furnishings without a fire label, safety items, or any item that is not in a saleable
condition. Please visit the Emmaus website for more details.
BIFFA: WASTE COLLECTION DATES – DECEMBER 2021
Brown
Grey
Green
Food
7th December
No
Yes
No
Yes
14th December
Yes
No
Yes
Yes
21st December
No
Yes
No
Yes
30th December ++
No
No
Yes
Yes
7th January ++
No
Yes
No
Yes
++ Day changed due to bank holiday
REPORT FROM DISTRICT CLLR. CAROLINE NEWTON
Planning
SODC planning officers are continuing to work with developers in relation to the
strategic sites contained in the Local Plan 2035. Homes England, the Government
agency leading on the Chalgrove Airfield development, issued a statement on 3 Nov
confirming it is still working with the Civil Aviation Authority, Environment Agency
and Oxfordshire County Council towards “a revised strategy for the scheme in 2022”.
It stated it is working on early delivery of new roads and junction improvements at
Stadhampton/Chiselhampton and Cuxham, but did not refer to any other infrastructure
elements or mitigations in the area.
Meanwhile, following the findings of two planning inspectors that SODC has lost its 5
Year Housing Land Supply, a number of applications and pre-apps for speculative
major developments have been submitted to SODC. SODC is putting together evidence
to demonstrate that it does have a 5YHLS, which would help the council fight off those
proposals. Should it be unable to support that claim, it will be much harder for SODC
legally to resist these additional applications.
The application for a solar farm (Cornwell) near Stoke Talmage was approved by
Planning Committee in October. Two other applications (Harlesford, between
Tetsworth and Great Haseley, and Dodswell, between Milton Common and Tetsworth)
are still under consideration. In total these three solar farms cover well over 600 acres
of arable farmland. Whilst I - like many people - welcome the growth of renewable
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energy, I am concerned about the cumulative impact of all these arrays on the local
landscape and on our ability to grow the food we need. I am keen to hear residents’
views. Please look for my Facebook post (Cllr Caroline Newton page) and tell me what
you think.
Enforcement:
The Planning Enforcement team (historically better resourced than most comparable
councils) remains much stretched - with 419 open cases, including 159 which have yet
to be allocated to officers. Each officer has an average of 56 cases open. SODC is
reviewing the process of enforcement to aid efficiency and help clear the backlog.
In this ward, a decision is still awaited on the appeal relating to Toll Lodge Farm,
Tetsworth.
Housing
SODC and Vale have been at the forefront of developing a model to tackle
homelessness, and have sought additional funding from Government for the ‘Housing
First’ programme. In October there were 4 households in emergency accommodation
in this district.
In South Oxfordshire, housing developments larger than 10 homes are expected to
provide 40% of them as ‘affordable housing’. The target for 2021/22 is 280 affordable
homes, of which 163 have been completed so far this FY.
Officers from South and Oxford City are continuing to discuss an operational agreement
to meet some of Oxford’s ‘unmet housing need’. This is the legal obligation
neighbouring councils have to help councils which are unable to find accommodation
for their social housing tenants - and accounted for over 4000 of the homes allocated in
the Local Plan 2035.
Community Safety
SODC is working with Oxford City Council to make it safer for young people to enjoy
a night out in South Oxfordshire and in Oxford. The City has recently received a grant
from the Home Office’s Safer Streets Fund for projects around the night-time economy
and safe travel, and is consulting with neighbouring councils about what measures
young people would most like to see.
07951477144
REPORT FROM COUNTY COUNCILLOR FREDDIE van MIERLO
New 20mph policy approved: OCC has finally launched its much-anticipated new
20mph policy. The policy has been widely welcomed by campaign groups, parishes,
and residents. A website has been launched with more information on how the policy
will work
Bid for government funding for buses: The County will bring forward an ambitious new
plan to improve buses in Oxfordshire. The plan includes proposes for a new ‘South
Oxfordshire Chilterns’ semi-flexible route linking Wallingford to Thame via Ewelme,
Britwell Salome, Watlington, Pyrton, Lewknor, the Miltons and the Haseleys. Funding
for these services will be dependent on the bid for £56 million from the government
being successful.
New Local and Transport Connectivity Plan: A new plan was approved at cabinet to
promote cycling, walking and low-carbon transport in the county. It sets a goal of
replacing one in every three car trips by 2040. Nestled within the plan is a new freight
strategy that includes proposals for reducing inappropriate movements of HGVs
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through villages. The next step for the plan is to hold a public consultation, with final
adoption scheduled for spring 2022.
Rough sleeping plan: A new homelessness prevention strategy was approved by
Cabinet. The strategy involves rapid response when someone becomes at risk, and a
focus on individual needs and circumstances to provide greater levels of support.
Warning on social care funding: Cllr Calum Miller, cabinet member for finance has
issued a warning that unless the chancellor provides more money for adult social care
and special educational needs councils will have no choice but to raise council tax so
that we can continue to provide the care needed for vulnerable residents. Rather than
‘solving’ the crisis in care, the national insurance hike announced by the government
will increase costs for local authorities.
Civil parking enforcement: OCC enforcement of on-street parking offenses comes in
this month, from 1st November.
Parish round up
Little Milton
• HGVs: The County brought forward its new Freight Strategy (part of the new Local
and Transport Connectivity Plan) in October. I spoke at cabinet, along with the chair of
Little Milton parish council, to emphasize the inappropriate HGV movements through
the village. The document will now go to public consultation.

NOTES FROM SOMEWHERE NEAR THE RECTORY
Tony Jefferis
What does the Advent Season mean to you? A calendar filled with daily treats? Keen
anticipation of the coming of Christmas? Distaste for all the tawdriness associated
with Christmas? The winter festive season incorporating Black Friday, Christmas, and
the New Year?
Whatever you feel, we are now in Advent. It varies in length and begins on the fourth
Sunday before Christmas Day (between November 27 and December 3), ending on
Christmas Eve. In the church it is a time of preparation for Christmas, celebrating the
birth of Jesus and anticipating his second coming. It is a time of tradition: carol
singing, services of nine lessons and carols, mince pies, mulled wine, roasted
chestnuts, Christmas trees, charitable giving, and Santa Claus.
The name Santa Claus is an American modification of the Dutch “Sinterklaas”, itself
a contraction of Sint Nikolaas. Saint Nicholas was born in what is modern-day Turkey,
about 270 AD. His parents raised him as a Christian but they died when he was still a
child. Tradition has it that he sold his inheritance to give to the needy, the sick, and the
suffering. He was dedicated to serving God, and he became Bishop of Myra whilst
still a young man. Then he was persecuted by the Emperor Diocletian, who
imprisoned him with so many other believers that there was no room in the prison for
“straightforward” criminals! Eventually he was released, and it is believed he helped
write the defining (Nicene) creed of the Christian faith in 325 AD, before dying in 343
AD on December 6th, which is now observed as his saint’s day.
He is a very popular saint, the patron of children, sailors, debtors, pawnbrokers,
wronged women, etc. In some European countries his day is observed with gifts for
children and general celebration. In Holland, for example, I still warmly remember as
a small boy visiting my grandparents in the Hague and being given chocolate letters
and presents, three weeks before Christmas Day!
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This made me appreciate the culture of others, which in turn, has helped me
understand my own. So, whether or not you are familiar with the traditions of the
British Christmas, please join us this Advent Season in singing carols at our carol
services (one in each village) and enjoying mince pies and hot punch (with or without
alcohol). We will do our best to make you feel welcome!
The Rector, Simon Cronk, is away.

SERVICES IN DECEMBER
Sunday 5th: 9.00am
10.30am
Sunday 12th: 9.00am
10.30am
4pm
Sunday 19th: 9.00am
4.00pm
6.00pm
Christmas Eve: 4.00pm
11.15pm
Christmas Day: 10.30am
Sunday 26th: 10.30am

Holy Communion – St James’
Little Milton
Family Service – St Peter’s Great
Haseley
Holy Communion – St Mary’s
Great Milton
Family Service: St James
CAROL SERVICE – St Peter’s
Great Haseley
Holy Communion – St Peter’s
Great Haseley
NINE LESSONS AND CAROLS – St
Mary’s Great Milton
NINE LESSONS AND CAROLS – St
James’ Little Milton
Crib Service – St Mary’s Great
Milton
Holy Communion (Midnight
Mass) – St James’ Little Milton
Family Service, followed by Holy
Communion – St Peter’s Great
Haseley
Said Morning Prayer – St Mary’s
Great Milton

Great Milton Methodist Church Services
For further info. please contact Rev Stephen Spain on 01865 763676
Date

Time

Church

Preacher

5th Dec

11:00 am

Great Milton

Local Arrangement

12th Dec

03:00 pm

Great Milton

Rev’d Stephen Spain

19th Dec

11:00 am

Great Milton

Sue Barratt

25th Dec

09:30am

Great Milton

Revd Stephen Spain
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Comments

Carol Service

Christmas
Morning
Service

CHURCH CLEANING ROTA FOR DECEMBER
W/E 5th December

Mrs E. Summers & Mrs Wendy Newby
W/E 12th December

Mrs A Blagg & Mrs C D’Aeth
W/E 19th December

Mrs M Davies & Mrs S A Dennis
W/E 26th December

Mrs L. Lovegrove & Mrs C Coward
W/E 5th January

Mrs A Jones & Jill Hoban
Sally Ann
CHURCH FLOWER ROTA: DECEMBER 2021
The rota for the remainder of 2021 is:
December
Advent – no flowers
December 23rd – provisional date – All the available team to decorate the Church for
Christmas
S. A Dennis
FRIENDS OF LITTLE MILTON SCHOOL- 200 CLUB
November
1st
No 6 Mrs Jean Preece
2nd
No 31 The Ritchie Family
3rd
No 35 Emily Gresly

£11.00
£7.00
£5.00

Diane Austin Little Milton School 200 Club Organiser
WHAT’S HAPPENING AT THE PINE LODGE
It was great to see such a large turnout of families for this year’s village fireworks
display - thank you all for your support. Also a really big thanks to Jim Lovegrove and
Roger Spence for the show and to all the helpers that evening.
Do not miss the walking village Christmas Fayre on Sunday 12th December from 2-4
pm. There will be a stall with mulled something and hot drinks at the Hall to warm
chilled bones.
On the 24th January 6:15 -7:45 PM we plan to run a course on CPR /
DEFIBRILLATOR AWARENESS, and EMERGENCY ACTIONS IN CASE OF
CHOKING. The course is being delivered by First for Safety Oxfordshire, covering
CPR (Cardiopulmonary Resuscitation) and the use of defibrillators (of which we have
3 in the village – one at the Hall). The course includes a session on emergency response
on what to do in the case of an infant choking. The course is FREE for village residents
(adults and children over 10). We have 40 places that are being funded from a Village
Hall grant received from the government during Covid lockdowns. If you wish to book
a place please contact steve.pinelodge@gmail.com. For more information on the course
go to info@firstforsafetyoxfordshire.co.uk
The next Quiz Night at the Hall will be in January (date to be confirmed). Activities in
the Hall include:
Mondays at 10.30 am Yoga & Fitness with Yvonne (y.cartwright@btinternet.com)
Tuesdays at 9:30 am and Thursdays at 18.30 Keep Fit on with Alyce
(alycefwf@gmail.com)
Wednesday 9:30
am Advanced
Textile on
(amarjeetnandhra@virginmedia.com)

workshop

with

Friday 9:30 am Yoga and Pilates with Lee (lee@grahamcaulfield.co.uk)
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Amargeet

WI meet on 2nd Thursday of each month at 19:30 contact Kath Stacy
(kathstacey@yahoo.co.uk)
Crafts meet on 3rd Wednesday of the month at 19:00 contact Kath Stacy
(kathstacey@yahoo.co.uk)
Parish Council meet on 2nd Wednesday of the month. For further details
contact clerk@littlemilton.org.uk
We are very happy to welcome another new member to the Village Hall Committee,
Wendy Newby.
For details, news, and booking info for the
to http://www.littlemilton.org.uk
or contact Linda Lovegrove llinda.pinelodge@yahoo.com

Pine

Lodge

go

Giles Denby
VILLAGE LUNCH AT THE LAMB
Our next lunch will be on Thursday 16th December 2021. Everyone is welcome
including visitors to the Village so do try and come along. A two course menu is £12.
Please give Ian or Des a ring at the Lamb on 01844 279527

CAROL SINGING IN LITTLE MILTON
Come and join us in singing Christmas carols round the village on
Wednesday, 22nd December.
Starting in Oldfield near the post-box at 6pm, we’ll meander through Chiltern view,
down through the village, and finish at The Lamb at around 8pm.
Song sheets will be provided but please bring a torch.
Really looking forward to seeing you and raising our voices in song!
Niamh, Sally Ann and Amilia
For further details please phone Sally Ann on 01844 278029 or Amilia on
07791916409
WELLS FARM ALLOTMENTS
December time means parsnips, leaks, cabbages and brussel sprouts if you have
managed to keep birds from them. It is a good time to either dig in some manure or layer
it on top of the soil then cover it to allow the worms to dig it in for you. Why not recycle
your veg food scraps and brown cardboard by composting them with a bit of soil, maybe
wood ash, leaves and manure. It will all eventually break down and produce some lovely
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compost. Now is a good time to look at how you want to plant up the plot next year,
what seeds you need and when you will need to prune any fruit bushes.
If anybody is interested in having a plot next year please let me know and I will put you
on the list. There is a good chance one will be available.
Santa always laughs when he weeds his allotment ... Hoe Hoe hoe! – Happy Christmas!
Paul (paulj201@hotmail.com
Paul. (paulj201@hotmail.com
LITTLE MILTON WI
In November, we learnt all about the remote region of Zanskar in the Himalayas.
Incredible scenery but harsh living conditions. Carol had spent many years travelling
there, helping set up schools and an orphanage. We also welcomed two new members,
Julie & Jane.
Our next meeting on Thursday 9th December at 7.30pm is a Talk & Gin Tasting with
Chalgrove Artisan Distillery. Learn about their multi award winning Gins and creative
processes. Plus a chance to do some Christmas shopping! Everyone welcome. Visitors
£5 or join up for only £22 (for membership to end March 2022).
Future LMWI dates for your diary:
13 January: New Year dinner
Do you live in Little Milton, Great Milton or The Haseleys, new to the area, want to
meet new people, make new friends? Then join Little Milton WI and meet like-minded,
local women of all ages in an informal, friendly group. Please email us if you fancy
joining WI or need a lift.
We meet every 2nd Thursday of the month at 730pm in The Pine Lodge, Little
Milton OX44 7PZ
Too shy to come by yourself? Contact us & we’ll find you a WI buddy.
Like us at www.facebook.com/lmpinelodge
Details & news on the Pine Lodge page at www.littlemilton.org.uk
Kath Stacey 279438 or email littlemiltonwi@oxfordshirewi.co.uk

Merry Christmas from The Maple Tree!
Christmas Trees for sale: This year we are again joining with the Wheatley Scouts to
buy Christmas trees in bulk from Scotland and to sell them in aid of the Scouts and The
Maple Tree. All of our trees are grown on sustainable plantations in Scotland and are
premium quality fir. Deadline for orders: Wed. 1st December at 5pm for delivery Sat.
11th Dec. To order call 01865 236700 or email: xmastrees@mapletree.org.uk and ask
for a leaflet and order form as soon as possible.
Christmas Gifts: On the Christmas tree collection day, Sat 11 th Dec., we will have
refreshments and mince pies at The Maple Tree and a sale of Christmas gifts from
9.30am – 2:00pm. All welcome!
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Magic Show: We are pleased to announce the return of our New Year Magic Show
with Magic Pete on Sat. 15th January. A family afternoon with 2 performances, one for
2-5’s and a second for 6-10-year-olds. Please contact The Maple Tree for further
information and tickets: 01865 236700 and info@mapletree.org.uk
We are here to help you, if you need help, advice or support: 01865 236700 or 07849
466249. Our sessions are bookable through Eventbrite; bit.ly/mapletreeeb. There is a
suggested donation of £2.50 per family per session. We welcome everyone!
Monday: Messy Mondays at 10:00-11:30am
Tuesday: Story and Rhyme Time at 10:00-11:30am
Wednesday: Maple Babies at 10:30-11:30am and 1:00-2:00pm
Thursday: Little Explorers at 10:00-11:30am and Twinnies at 2:00-3:30pm
Social Butterflies at 10:00-11:30am (drop in)
Family Fun at 10:00-11:30am 3rd Saturday in month
Village Outreach: The Maple Tree at Forest Hill Village Hall on Thursdays from
11:00am-12:00pm (drop in)
Ways to volunteer: Become a trustee, help in one of our sessions, or fundraising.
Check out our Website and Facebook pages for our online sessions, special events and
helpful information!
Email:info@mapletree.org.uk
Website: www.mapletree.org.uk

Facebook: www.facebook.com/TheMapleTreeWheatley
Laura Spencer
The Maple Tree Centre Manager
WHEATLEY VILLAGE ARCHIVE HISTORY GROUP – 2022
Wheatley Village Archive History Group Programme 2022 All in Merry Bells at 8pm,
£3 for members, £5 for non-members. Annual membership £3 (payable on first visit.)
Monday 17 January Women's Voluntary Service in WWII: the largest female
voluntary organisation ever - Karen & Bret Wiles
Monday 14 February Early women professional gardeners including the founders of
Waterperry - Katherine Bradley
Monday 21 March Holton Park from Medieval Manor to Secondary Academy - a 1000
years of change and continuity - Kevin Heritage
Monday 19 September Scandal in High Society Oxford: selected tales of toffs in
trouble - Julie Godson
Monday 17 October Oxford: Town and Gown: to lick a lord or thrash a cad - Mark
Davies
Monday 28 November Morris Motopolis: the motor works and transformation of
Oxford - Simon Wenham Summer outings tbc
Steph Cox - secretary of WVAHG
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CHRISTMAS FAYRE
LITTLE MILTON
This annual village event is different again this year with a Walking
Christmas Market round the village on Sunday 12th December from 24pm.

Please note the change of date!
There will be stalls inside at The Pine Lodge and outside The Orchard,
Chiltern View and Haseley Road. A full map will be available at the Pine
Lodge on the day.
So far, we have mulled wine, spiced apple juice and mince pies, jams and
chutneys, tombola, bulbs and plants, a Xmas stall, children’s activities,
food and cakes, wooden crafts and jewellery and pottery.
By now raffle tickets have been delivered to each house in the same way
that the summer raffle was organised. As you can see there are some great
prizes and a full list will be displayed in the shop.
All the profits will be shared equally between St James’s Church, The
Orchard and Little Milton School.
If you would like to help in any way – making, baking, donating raffle or
tombola prizes, running your own stall or helping hands – please contact
me.
Teresa Quested 278922

t.quested@btinternet.com

WHEATLEY LIBRARY
Lateral Flow tests
As we all know, the Covid pandemic is not over. We offer lateral flow tests packs at
the library for customers to take away. Each household is entitled to 2 packs per week
from the library supplies. Please feel free to come in to collect yours. Regular testing
is an excellent means to prevent the spread of coronavirus and the lateral flow tests have
been proven to be highly effective in detecting coronavirus. Even if you are vaccinated,
it is recommended to test at home.
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Reservations
The library service also offers free reservations to anyone under the age of 18 and there
is a small charge of £1.30 for anyone over the age of 18. If we do not have a desired
book on our shelves, you can request for it to be brought to the library. Using your
library card, you can ask a member of staff to make the reservation or you can place it
yourself on the online catalogue https://libcat.oxfordshire.gov.uk/web/arena or using
the downloadable app Oxfordshire Libraries available from your app provider.
New Books
Oxfordshire library service has a system in place whereby every library receives brand
new books every week. We also receive books through a rotation system which,
although not brand new are new to our site. The books in the library are in a constant
state of movement, giving fresh options every time you come to the library.
Best Regards
Wendy Stanton (Wheatley library manager)
01865 875267
The library is located on the upper level of the Merry Bells Village Hall
VIEW FROM VIEWS
The supply chain problems have hit Views farm, the Drill (machine for planting our
crops) which had been ordered for delivery in September has not arrived yet, delaying
Wheat drilling. The companion crop of Clover destined to be planted with Barley will,
now have to wait until the spring, this is annoying as it is all part of an experiment
towards saving the planet. The Rape and Barley are still looking promising, some of
this can be down to less cultivations, allowing the soil organic matter in the top layer of
soil to increase, which in turn, as we are told, will sequester more carbon. It is early
days but certainly this layer of soil is already much more friable, which will aid early
plant growth. The spinoff of all this is the fuel saving, it is said that normal cultivations
diesel usage is approx. 36lt’s per hectare, whereas this system it is estimated to be 9lt’s,
so in saving money we are also saving the planet. Of course as with everything there is
a down side, this system does rely on greater use of Glyphosate, not in itself a problem
but it is adding to the use of chemicals, which may in the long run not be a good thing.
The reason in my mentioning this is just to point that we in the farming world, are trying
to do our bit, it does though take time as, we are not sure until we try things if they will
work.
As mentioned before with all crops now off the fields wildlife is more visible, especially
the Hares, which is great news, if only I knew the reason, we could perhaps do
something about it. There are almost too many deer however nice to see, they are doing
a little damage which needs monitoring. Still a lot of Heron about and, I actually saw a
Cormorant taking off from the River sounding like a swan until I saw what is was.
Occasionally one gets a site that only happens to professional photographers, then only
once in a blue moon, who lie in wait for something to happen, I sadly don’t have time
for that. The other day, I just caught site of 3 Kites crossing a gap in a hedge after having
taken off when, the lead one dropped whatever it was carrying and, the one behind
caught it mid-flight, brilliant to see. So far so good pigeons seem to be finding enough
food left by the combine at harvest time, and seem quite content feeding off the stubbles,
a food source they are very welcome to as it would otherwise go to waste and, if it was
not there they would be decimating our Rape which as yet they don’t seem interested
in. Hopefully by the time they get fed-up with the stubbles, the Rape will have outgrown
there interest, wishful thinking however, the longer they spend elsewhere the better.
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COP26 (“Committee of Parties”, should really be “Cop Out for Politicians”) I guess
readers would expect me to make some cynical comment in which case I will not let
you down. Our PM has said all the right things, but now who can believe him. We all
have to realise that it is trade that will ultimately decide what happens, politicians only
issue words it is action that we need. I think there is enough groundswell of public
opinion for those that really matter to take note. Gradually we learn of more and more
companies doing this or that. Of course it is all very well for us to say we must do this
or that but, how about us playing our part. What wonderful news that we can now fly to
the US “AT LAST”, but should we be traveling less by air, and questioning our carbon
footprint. In spite of the fact, our wonderful Government have done deals with countries
with dubious records. On welfare both human and animals, plus carbon commitment.
We should be taking care when shopping to check where our purchases come from and,
question is it from somewhere doing enough, then if we boycotted that product they
would soon change their ideas. Just because our country has made a trade deal with this
or that country, does not mean that we should buy their products. It is all very well for
us to protest about flying, or food sustainability, if we continue to fly and buy these
goods ourselves. Isn’t it strange that as soon as a trade deal was struck with New Zealand
that the “Trade and Agriculture Commission”, to monitor just this sort of issue, was
formed after all the government advisors had been advocating ever since Brexit.
Now we know the outcome of COP26 which I guess for those that are concerned about
the outcome, is somewhat better than was hoped for. I think we should have some
sympathy for still developing countries. We in the developed world have been able to
emit coal fumes for centuries and, are in a better position and better able to mitigate the
pollution, if that makes sense.
Charles Peers
MORLAND HOUSE SURGERY NEWS UPDATE
COVID-19 Vaccination Programme Update
The Surgery continues to administer second dose and booster COVID-19 vaccines to
eligible patients. You may also receive your booster at the Kassam Stadium in Oxford
or one of the mass vaccinations sites. Please visit 111.nhs.uk for up-to-date information.
2021/22 Flu Vaccinations
The Surgery’s flu clinics are fully booked. If you are eligible for a free vaccine, you can
contact any pharmacy that provides the NHS service. If you receive a reminder text and
you already have an appointment booked with us, you do not need to contact us again
to confirm.
Community Meetings
In early November Dr Copping and Nollag McGrath, the Practice Manager, spent an
hour at the Wheatley Society discussing aspects of the surgery’s work and answering a
wide range of questions. The meeting proved very successful. If other communities
would like to organise a talk (through their neighbourhood group, Parish Council or
Women’s Institute) then please do not hesitate to contact Nollag via reception on 01865
872448 or by email at morland.medical@nhs.net
Morland House Dispensary and Wheatley Pharmacy
The Wheatley Pharmacy has now fully moved into their new premises on the Morland
House site. The Dispensary and the Pharmacy are running side-by-side with the
Surgery’s non-dispensing patients now able to pick up their medication at the on-site
Pharmacy. Dispensing patients should continue to collect their medication from the
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dispensary as before. There is no change to how patients should order their repeat
medication. The Pharmacy is a joint venture between the Surgery’s Partners and
Pharmacist Jagtar Gill.
Doctor Consultations
The Surgery offers a mix of face-to-face and telephone consultations with GPs. If you
would prefer your initial consultation to be face-to-face then please let the reception
team know when you are making the booking and they will find you the next available
appointment. If you would prefer a telephone consultation then the Surgery is happy to
accommodate this too.
Personal Medical Information
Patients can view their medical care records including blood tests and COVID-19
vaccination record through the “Patient Access” section on the Surgery’s website. In
addition, this information can be viewed on your smart phone by downloading the
Patient Access app. The clinicians are very supportive of patients using their phones to
access these data.
All blood and other test results are examined by your doctor or duty doctor and a note
added to your online records (e.g., ‘normal’, ‘abnormal’). If results are normal then the
patient will NOT be contacted, but if you are concerned about any of the results then do
not hesitate to contact the Surgery. For information on how to gain online access to your
medical record, please go to www.morland-house.co.uk and search ‘Online Access’.
Visit Morland House Website
For up-to-date information about our services including opening hours, please visit
www.morland-house.co.uk
Seasonal Greetings and a healthy and happy 2022 from the Surgery staff and the Patient
Participation Group!
FRIENDS OF WELLS FARM
As we close out the year it is always heartening to reflect on the importance of having
such a wonderful wildlife reserve on our doorstep, but more importantly, that amidst all
the changes to the climate and threats to the wider countryside, Wells Farm continues
to be an oasis for some species to thrive. Earlier in the year we saw more hares than
ever before. Butterflies were seen in good numbers, albeit the species mix varies from
year to year. There were many birds about especially yellowhammers and partridges
(record number counted in September – 41), starlings and woodpeckers to name just a
few. In November harvest mouse nests were found behind “Rainbow Hedge” along the
bridle path from Oldfield towards Great Haseley. The flowers and hedgerow colours
have guided us through the seasons and now everything is storing up energy, waiting,
ready for next Spring.
Thank you to all of you who have helped to keep Wells a great place to walk around,
for clearing away discarded doggy bags, picking up litter or cutting back the wayward
bramble or two from the paths. We can all make a difference.
As I write, the livestock with us currently is just a few sheep, most of which are limping
and the four Welsh Mountain ponies, one of which (Enfys) has continued to suffer from
laminitis all through this year and has been brought back to Wells to be put on hard
standing and regular medication to try and improve the situation. Thank you to all the
stock watchers who have been watching their sheep (and ponies) by day (not night!),
which helps the small BBOWT reserves team so much. The team have been under
significant pressure this year and last month the alpine tractor (amongst other things)
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was stolen while away on loan to the Bucks team. It was a professional job and the loss
causes delays in path clearance and other maintenance work so please bear with
BBOWT while they resolve the issue. If you do see any suspicious vehicles or people
near the barn please message me or contact BBOWT directly.
The winter birds have already started to arrive. Look out for the fieldfares and redwings,
flocks of linnets and other birds as they feast on the hedgerow berries and seeds in the
fields. Some of the berries we can use or even eat such as sloes (very sour), the outside
pith or rosehips (high in vitamin C) and possibly hawthorn berries too (with care). But
I would advise against trying the bright red clusters of berries of the guelder rose or the
groups of similarly sized black berries of the buckthorn. The latter is also called
“purging” buckthorn for very good reasons! If unsure don’t try any and leave them for
the birds.
Have a great Christmas, stay safe.
Paul. (paulj201@hotmail.com
NEWS FROM LITTLE MILTON SCHOOL
As we write in mid-November time seems to be marching on and, dare we say it, there
is already a whiff of Christmas in the air. Discreet conversations about this year’s John
Lewis ad, a trickle of mince pies arriving in the staff room and, most importantly,
discussion around how much glitter (environmentally friendly of course!) we might
need this year. It’s such a fabulous time to be working in a Primary School as the
excitement steadily crescendos towards that magical final day of term.
We have a series of welcomes to look forward to over the next week or so. Firstly, it is
a great pleasure to announce the arrival of six children from Afghanistan to our school.
The children will be joining the Willows, and we know our whole school community
will make them feel very welcome.
Secondly, we will be welcoming a group of children from The Orchard Nursery to
Willows class for an afternoon to give them an opportunity to see what ‘Big School’ is
like. It is great to have strong links with The Orchard and we hope all the children have
a good time.
Thirdly, it has been a long time since we were able to welcome parents into school and
so we are looking forward to our Open Morning, when all our parents are invited to join
the children in their classrooms and take a look at the wonderful work they’ve been
doing. It will be a great pleasure to see them all.
Additionally, we have several events that we’re hugely looking forward to, having
missed them desperately over the past couple of years. Our Christingle Service is on
Wednesday 8th December at St James’ Church. If you’ve never experienced this event,
then you’re in for a real treat – even ‘The Grinch’ was converted. On the same day, all
our children will be boarding a coach destined for the Oxford Playhouse and this year’s
pantomime ‘Jack and the Beanstalk’. Then on Friday 10th our much celebrated
‘Christmas Jumper Day’ where the children (and staff!) are invited to wear their best
(or worst) Christmas jumper. On Wednesday 15th December we will be having our
Christmas Lunch/Party at the Pine Lodge and then, finally, on Friday 17th Father
Christmas himself will be visiting our school to distribute a few goodies and wish us all
a very Merry Christmas as we break up for the Christmas Holidays.
We have a busy few weeks ahead! Don’t forget that you too can enjoy the growing
festive spirit and keep up to date with day to day school life on Facebook
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https://www.facebook.com/littlemiltonprimaryschool/ and Twitter @LittleMiltonPri
On behalf of our school community, we would like to wish you all Merry Christmas
and a Happy New Year,
Hannah Blest and James Bell
Co-Headteachers
Little Milton School’s 150th Birthday Celebration
As we put together our plans for celebrating the school’s 150 th birthday, we know there
must be many villagers with stories, anecdotes and perhaps pictures of the school from
days gone by. We would really love to hear from you and share your memories. Please
call the school office on 279310 or email office.3755@little-milton.oxon.sch.uk
Thank you!
Hannah Blest and James Bell
Co-Headteachers
FROM OUR FRENCH CORRESPONDENT

Dear All (Bonjour Tous!)
LIVING IN FRANCE
It occurred to me that some of you may be wondering about life in France-is it expensive
relative to the UK?
Property Prices.
This obviously depends on where you want to live-Paris for example is as expensive as
London, but in more rural areas prices are very low in comparison to Little Milton, for
example. A good place to start is a website called “Green Acres”, which is the French
equivalent of Rightmove, but helpfully in English. There you can find thousands of
properties by area, and one aspect which seems unique to this country is that properties
are compared by their cost per square metre of living space. Currently properties in this
area are selling at around 1750 Euros per square metre, higher or lower depending on
state of the property, decoration, land and swimming pool.
Food Prices
If I were to advise anyone moving to France, it would be to buy a large chest freezer,
particularly if you have a Leclerc Hypermarket nearby. French promotions can be
amazing for the offers they provide. Recently Leclerc had a promotion on Pork, and you
could buy a complete side of pork for 1.99 Euros per kilo. You can also buy heads,
trotters, the lot ! Another promotion was 2 fresh 1.3 kilo chickens for 5 Euros.
At the moment the promotion features Duck, the local speciality, where Duck breasts
are selling for 13.49 Euros per kilo, or alternatively you can buy Duck mince, flavoured
with either armangnac, or ceps, or foie gras for 4.90 a kilo. They make great burgers!
When not on promo, some prices are higher than the UK. Lamb can be very expensive22 Euros per kilo for lamb chops for example, but on promo-12.90 Euros per kilo..
Wine Prices.
I’m sure I don’t need to say that wine here is cheap- I am currently buying wine by the
box, and on promo the going rate is 2 Euros per litre of wine. One tip is again to wait
for promotions on bottles- every new vintage means that every vineyard needs to make
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space for the new wine, so any left unsold from previous vintages is very often sold off
at low prices to make room..So a large wine cellar is also worthwhile !
Utility Prices
As I have just received my electricity bill, now is a good time to talk about utilities. I
buy my energy from EDF, and I am 100% electric, for heating, lighting & power. Over
the past year I have used 2766 kwh of Off Peak, and 8220 kwh of peak electricity, which
including taxes comes to 1814 Euros for the year, or about £1537.

Rates
While in LM, I used to receive a discount as a single person on my rates bill. Here the
system is different, and I pay just over 1000 Euros per year in Taxe Fonciere, and about
the same for Taxe D’Habitation, although the latter is being phased out. It is also worth
noting that my property here is 200 sq metres of living space, roughly double my house
in LM, so I should not be surprised at paying more. The taxes pay for the Mairie, which
is very active in promoting events, supporting the recreation ground, and taking up local
and individual causes.

Fuel
For reasons that Simon Oddie will be able to explain, diesel prices are lower in France
than petrol prices. Currently petrol at the pumps at Leclerc is 1.65 per litre (£1.40) while
diesel is 1.48 Euros per litre ( £1.25) .

France & Covid.
Since last month, cases have risen in France to average c 12,000 per day, so existing
restrictions stay in place, and over 55’s are now required to get a booster jab if their
Anti Covid pass is to remain valid.
A bientot !
Stuart
stuartmmcgill@gmail.com

John Howell MP writes
October 2021
Last month I said that during the parliamentary recess I would be meeting with
representatives from a number of parish councils across the constituency. This proved
to be a helpful use of time and whilst there were several individual local concerns there
were also some key themes emerging around transport, policing, health services and
planning.
The lack of buses was raised in several parishes. I know that this has been a concern for
some time, and I have met with bus companies to discuss possible strategies. The
Government has recognised the importance of the bus network and has published a
National Bus Strategy which is an ambitious shake-up of the bus sector which is backed
with a £3 billion fund to which local councils can bid to support local investment. I am
pleased that the county council is now taking advantage of this Government Strategy
and has established an Enhanced Partnership with local bus companies. #
With policing there were several issues around visibility of a police officer and in
several parishes it was felt that higher profile could be a helpful deterrent where there
are local concerns over such issues as drugs trading. There are also several parishes in
the middle of the constituency affected by leisure motorbikes with issues of speed and
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noise. I have met with the Police and Crime Commissioner to raise these concerns and
he has committed to meet with those parishes concerned with the motorbike issues and
to look into the other policing issues on our behalf.
There have been a number of concerns raised with me over local health services,
particularly access to GPs which have also been picked up in the media. In response to
these concerns I have recently met with some of our local doctors to understand the
issues from their perspective and have a greater appreciation of concerns on both sides.
I am seeking meetings with senior teams in NHS Oxfordshire to discuss what can be
done.
Last but by no means least there are concerns about planning and development. I am
certainly very aware of these and there is no one answer which would address many
individual issues. The planning system is complex and different issues need to be
tackled in different ways. I have already raised some issues with Minister’s directly and
in debate in the House and, along with many others, am waiting with interest to see what
the long-awaited planning reforms bring forward.
If there is an issue that concerns you please do let me know. You can email me at
howelljm@parliament.uk or write to me at the House of Commons (House of
Commons, London, SW1A 0AA) or my constituency office (PO Box 84, Watlington,
OX49 5XD).
Printed and promoted by John Howell MP House of Commons, London, SW1A 0AA

Christmas Wishes from John Howell MP
I would like to take this opportunity to wish all constituents a peaceful Christmas and
to send my best wishes for the year ahead. I am sure that we all hope it will be a happier
and easier one that this year has been. I know that for some the pandemic and
bereavement have left life forever changed. No words can ease that and I offer my
deepest sympathies to all of you who face such loss. For others the struggles have been
different with livelihoods and mental health challenged. I cannot list all of the
difficulties that people have faced but for all I do sincerely hope that the peace of the
Christmas season may bring some comfort.
Whilst next year will bring its own concerns I am optimistic that the tide is turning. May
I take this opportunity to pass on my heartfelt thanks to all who have worked in these
times to ease the problems of others - those in our health services and many beyond in
our communities who have worked supporting others. Thank you all.
Whatever your beliefs may I wish you the peace and joy of the season. John
DEADLINE REMINDER – Please note that unless articles are in the hands of the
Editor by the 18th of the month (unless otherwise stated), such articles will miss the
scheduled Newsletter. The views expressed in this Newsletter are not necessarily those
of the Editor or the Parish Council. All material for inclusion in the January 2022
Newsletter should be with the Editor at 27 Chiltern View, Little Milton, by 8.00 p.m.
on 18th December. The Editor reserves the right not to print items submitted for
publication and to edit those items, which are published
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KEY TELEPHONE NUMBERS
Age UK

01865 890879

Naheed Qureshi

Citizens Advice Bureau

0808 278 7907

Thame & District

Church: St James

01844 278349

Revd. Simon Cronk

Doctors

01865 872448
111
0845 345 8995
999

Morland Surgery
Out of Hours Service
NHS Helpline
Medical Emergencies

Little Milton Shop

01844 279978

Alison Shelton (Manager)

Little Milton School

01844 279310

Head:

Milk Deliveries

07773006485

A J Woods Ltd

MUGA

Bookings for the courts are made at the Post Office

Neighbourhood Watch

01844 279468

Mark Willis

Newsletter

01844 279150

Raymond Fergusson (Editor)

OCC

01865 792422

All enquiries

Parish Council

01844 278180

Francois Van der Merwe (Chair)
Andrea Oughton (Clerk)

Pine Lodge

Giles Denby
Linda Lovegrove (Bookings)
24/7 Call out service

01844 279535
0844 7255568
Police

101

Thames Valley Police
(Non-emergency)

Post Office

01844 279001

Public Transport

01865 323201

Comet

SODC

01235 422422

All enquiries

Southern Electric

0800 0727 282

Emergency Number

Thames Water

0800 3169 800

Emergency Number

The Lamb

01844 279527

Ian & Des

Biffa (Verdant)

03000 610610

All enquiries

Alison Shelton (Postmistress)

For all other numbers go to website www.littlemilton.org.uk
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