EXTRACTS FROM THE PARISH COUNCIL DRAFT MINUTES OF THE
MEETING HELD ON 13th OCTOBER 2021
Matters Arising
A number of complaints had been received regarding the overgrown hedge at the
entrance to Oldfield. A recent cut by SOHA had trimmed the hedge but not taken it
back off the footpath. The Clerk will arrange for Cllr Harrison to meet with
representatives from Oxfordshire County Council (OCC) and SOHA to discuss the
hedge and condition of the footpath.
Report by District / County Councillors
Cllr van Mierlo reported there had been a recent flurry of activity. The draft Freight
Strategy is due to go to Cabinet later this month. Once approved the Strategy will go
out for public consultation.
Related to the draft strategy, Cllr van Mierlo was disappointed no additional funding
will be available for the implementation of restrictions. There is an innovative idea of
introducing charging zones for HGVs. The hierarchy of roads map is being redrafted,
within this the A329 is identified as a ‘local use’ zone.
Cllr Mierlo has requested to speak at the Cabinet meeting on 19 October 2021 and
reserved a place for Cllr van der Merwe to speak on behalf of Little Milton Parish
Council.
The 20mph zone strategy will also be discussed at Cabinet on 19 October 2021 and if
approved Parish and Town Councils will be contacted to ask whether they would like
to be included. Implementation will need to be evidence based and have community
support. Parish and Town Councils will be expected to partially fund any
implementation.
OCC will begin implementation of Civil Parking Enforcement (CPE) from 1 st
November 2021, taking responsibility for on street parking. CPE will have a ‘soft
launch’ with warning notices issued ahead of fines. The project will be self-funding
and parking wardens will not be incentivised to issue tickets.
Cllr van der Merwe reported he and Cllr van Mierlo had spoken on several different
subjects, it was helpful to connect not only with OCC Officers but also raise issues with
OCC Cabinet members. Cllr van der Merwe has been given the name of a professor at
Oxford Brookes University with a view to a traffic survey being undertaken by
student(s).
Planning
To note the District Planning Authority has granted permission for the following
application:
P21/S3246/HH - 3 Blenheim Cottages, Blenheim Lane - Proposed single storey side
extension
To note the following Planning Application has been withdrawn:
P21/S3760/LB - Hillview Cottage, High Street - Replacement of two detached sheds
with a detached garage/home office.
Recreation Ground
Cllr Wakeling reported the new litter bins required a hardstanding. He will provide the
dimensions to Cllr Sheppard with a view to the contractor providing the hardstanding
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at the same time as the hardstanding for the Grundon bins. Cllr Wakeling asked County
Councillor Mierlo if he will consider funding for the new bin and hardstanding from his
County Councillor Priority Fund. Cllr Wakeling will submit an application once he has
the cost for the hardstanding.
The annual play inspection report had been received. Cllr Wakeling reported there were
a couple of areas of moderate concern; 1) bark mulch was too low and 2) fencing around
the MUGA was damaged.
Cllr Wakeling reported he had been observing the car park over the last few months to
see how often capacity was reached. Every week there are days when the car park is
full but just about manages which indicated the recreation ground only needed to be
opened for special events. It was suggested that marked parking bays in the car park
might help optimise space.
Cllr van der Merwe reported a working group to review the refurbishment of MUGA
had met for the first time. The working group intended to present a draft plan to the
village at the Parish Council meeting in December. Following consultation, a firm plan
will be drawn up with a view to then apply for grant funding.
Faster Broadband
Cllr van der Merwe reported Airband were only fulfilling their DEFRA obligation to
provide FTTP to business premises and did not intend to supply residential properties.
In an effort to find an alternative scheme that will serve the whole village, using the
voucher scheme, Cllr van der Merwe had received 50 registers of interest but probably
needed 75 to make the scheme viable. The deadline to register the scheme with
Openreach is the end of October. It was agreed to do a further push to encourage people
to sign up.
The next Parish Council Meeting will be held on Wednesday 10th November in the
Pine Lodge starting at 8.00 p.m.
Current Council members
Councillor Francois Van Der Merwe (Chairman)
Councillor Howard Harrison
Councillor Adam Sheppard
Councillor Steve Sidhu (Vice Chairman)
Councillor Giles Denby
Councillor David Wakeling
Parish Clerk Andrea Oughton
County Councillor: Freddie Van Mierlo
District Councillor Caroline Newton

07740438770
01844 279946
01844 279217
01844 279448
07484 187852
01844 278014
clerk@littlemilton.org.uk
07944 492438
07951 477144

SODC: WASTE MANAGEMENT CONTRACT
The minimum charge is £40 for up to 3 items and £8 for each additional item. There is
a maximum of six items per collection day: if you have more than six, you'll need to
book another collection day. Please note that a bed and mattress counts as 2 items and
a three piece suite (consisting of 1 settee and 2 chairs) counts as 3 items.
Before you contact us to book your bulky waste collection, have a good think
about whether you have any other big items to dispose of. Once we have
processed your booking, we are unable to make any alterations or add any other
items – even if you have only booked one or two items.
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To arrange this service residents can call the Public Amenities Team on 01235 422406
or book on line from the Council’s website www.southoxon.gov.uk
Give your furniture to a good home
Have you considered donating your furniture to charity or a good home? Emmaus is an
Oxford based charity that will come out to all areas of the county and collect unwanted
furniture free of charge. For legal or practical reasons this does not include soft
furnishings without a fire label, safety items, or any item that is not in a saleable
condition. Please visit the Emmaus website for more details.
BIFFA: WASTE COLLECTION DATES – NOVEMBER 2021
Brown
Grey
Green
Food
2nd November
Yes
No
Yes
Yes
9th November
No
Yes
No
Yes
16th November
Yes
No
Yes
Yes
23rd November
No
Yes
No
Yes
30th November
Yes
No
Yes
Yes

GARDEN WASTE
We’re pleased to announce that our garden waste service is now returning to its
normal fortnightly collections.
That means your next garden waste collection will take place on your usual
collection day in the week commencing 1 November as scheduled in our normal
annual waste collections calendar. If you don’t have a copy of the calendar, it’s
available here.
Every time it’s recycling week you’ll be able to put your brown bin out when
you put your green wheelie bin as normal.
As a bonus our annual extra-large autumn garden waste collections will be
taking place as scheduled in the week commencing 1 November, so for that
week only you can put out twice as much garden waste.
We’d like to apologise once again for the disruption to the service and to thank
you for your patience and understanding. We have extended your subscription
by three months to make up for the disruption.
Garden waste is an optional paid-for garden waste service. For £51.50 per year
customers get their garden waste such as hedge clippings, grass cuttings, dead
leaves etc. collected regularly from their home using one of our brown wheeled
bins. Garden waste is collected on the same day as your recycling. To check
when this is please see waste calendar
If your bin was not emptied – please click here to report a missed bin collection
If your bin is broken or missing please contact the council’s contractor Biffa
directly on 03000 610 610 or admin.southoxford@biffa.co.uk
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REPORT FROM DISTRICT CLLR. CAROLINE NEWTON
Planning:
South Oxfordshire finds itself once again at risk of speculative, uncoordinated
development after a ruling from a second planning inspector that SODC has lost its 5
Year Housing Land Supply. This recent appeal ruling (relating to an application in
Didcot) followed the decision in July relating to a site in Sonning Common.
SODC continues to claim that it has a 5.33 year supply of housing, but this second
inspection found that the true figure is 4.81. SODC seems unable to account for how
the numbers can diverge so much. A likely explanation for the loss of the 5 YHLS may
well be SODC’s delay in adopting its Local Plan 2035, which meant that the
construction of new homes fell behind schedule.
This has very grave implications for our district as, without an adequate pipeline of new
homes, it is extremely difficult for the council to fight off for large, unplanned
developments.
Strategic Planning:
Meanwhile, work is continuing on the next Local Plan (LP2041), with the Call for Sites
closing on 30 September.
On larger-scale strategic planning, SODC has responded to two current strategic
planning consolations: Oxfordshire Plan 2050 (closes 12 Oct) and the Ox-Cam Arc
Vision (closes 14 Oct).
SODC officers have contributed to England’s Economic Heartland (EEH) two
connectivity studies - Peterborough-Northampton-Oxford and Oxford-Milton Keynes.
A third study, covering Swindon-Didcot-Oxford is being commissioned. EEH the subregional transport body for the region from Swindon to Cambridge and from
Northamptonshire to Hertfordshire which brings together local government and
business leaders with the aim of realising the area’s economic potential while achieving
net zero.
SODC is also responding to the consultation from the water regulators, OFWAT, on
strategic regional water resources. The options being considered include the proposal
for a reservoir at Abingdon.
Leader of the Council:
Cllr Sue Cooper, Leader of SODC since May 2019, stood down from her role on 7
October, to be replaced by Cllr David Rouane. Cllr Rouane, a Lib Dem Councillor from
Didcot was previously the Cabinet member for Housing and Environment, in which role
he was responsible for - amongst other things - the collection of waste.
Trees:
At Full Council on 7 Oct, members agreed a new policy for supporting communities
to plant trees on SODC land. Details can be found on the SODC website: search
‘trees’!
Noise nuisance:
The Environmental Protection team has bought a Noise App to support its
investigations of noise nuisance. Residents use it to record alleged noise nuisance and
officers can then review the recordings without first having to visit the complainant’s
home to install recording equipment in the first instance.
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Afghan refugees:
SODC is participating in the resettlement of refugees from Afghanistan. So far one
family has been welcome to our district, and is receiving intensive support from our
Resettlement Officer.
Electric Vehicle Charging:
Joint work continues to install a network of EV charging points in council-owned car
park across Oxfordshire. The EV charge points are due to be installed by the end of
February 2022.
Engineering:
Work started on the Chalgrove Flood Alleviation scheme on 31 August. It is due to be
completed by the end of October.
Caroline Newton 07951477144
REPORT FROM COUNTY COUNCILLOR FREDDIE van MIERLO
One to watch out for: A paper will come before the OCC Cabinet on October 19th
outlining plans to facilitate 20mph zones across the county.
Oakley Wood not under threat: Rumours circulated by some Conservative
councillors have been quashed by the County Council. I was first made aware of these
rumours at parish council meetings and on Facebook and followed up immediately with
colleagues. The council has since stated, “We have no plans or intention to close this
site or any site at this juncture”
New Oxford SEND School: Children with special educational needs and disabilities
(SEND) will benefit from a new £12 million school in the Blackbird Leys area of
Oxford. The school forms part of the council’s commitment to provide more school
places for children with special educational needs and will have capacity for 108 pupils.
Zero Emissions Zone (ZEZ) Oxford: The UK’s first ZEZ will start in February 2020.
The ZEZ pilot will work in a similar way to the London Congestion Charge. Zero
emissions vehicles will be able to enter the zone for free, while ultra-low emissions
vehicles will be charged £2. The zone will initially start with a pilot of a small part of
Oxford’s city centre. The registration system for exemptions and discounts will go live
in December
.
Civil parking enforcement: From November 1st the County Council will take over
from Thames Valley Police in enforcing parking restrictions in the county. The change
will relieve our overstretched police from enforcement and allow the county council to
improve the flow of traffic in our villages and towns. The council has set up an email to
allow residents to suggest areas for enforcement ahead of the change CPEenquiries@oxforshire.gov.

NOTES FROM SOMEWHERE NEAR THE RECTORY
By Toby Garfitt
The beechwoods are a blaze of glory at this time of year. As a forester, my father looked
after several wonderful beechwoods on the Chilterns, so I particularly enjoy walks that
take me through them.
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Trees grow leaves or needles which they regularly shed (even “evergreens”!) in order
to produce healthy new growth the following year. They display different kinds of
beauty as the seasons change. They communicate and cooperate with other trees around
them through an intricate network of mycorrhizal filaments, and they support a huge
range of living organisms. They have strong roots so that they can stand tall, and they
are remarkably wind-firm. If they do blow over, or are felled, they continue to feed other
forms of life, even when they are themselves dead.
Trees can help us to negotiate the storms and stresses of life, and even the painful
experience of bereavement. At this time of year we think about All Saints and All Souls,
and we observe Remembrance Sunday. We have just held a special Service of
Commemoration and Thanksgiving for all three villages, when people have been able
to light a candle and remember in prayer those who have died. The life and death of
trees can remind us of the bigger picture, of the ecosystem that continues to thrive. And
just walking quietly in the woods, or “forest bathing” (shinrin-yoku) as the Japanese
call it, has been shown to improve health and well-being.
The “tree of life” appears at the beginning and the end of the Bible (Genesis 2.9,
Revelation 22.2), and in the second of these passages the leaves of the tree are said to
be “for the healing of the nations”. The wooden cross on which Jesus died is sometimes
called “the tree” (Acts 5.30). These references give a deeper meaning to the idea that
trees can be good for our souls.
My mother died many years ago, in the middle of November. As I drove away from the
care home that afternoon, the trees were silhouetted against a golden sunset sky. I found
myself singing the verse of a hymn:
The golden evening brightens in the west;
Soon, soon to faithful warriors comes their rest:
Sweet is the calm of paradise the blest. Alleluia, alleluia!
As we enjoy the autumn leaves, and as we start to think about setting up a Christmas
tree, perhaps we might reflect on the glory of trees and the blessing they can be to us,
and on the meaning of the “tree of life”.
The Rector, Simon Cronk, is away
SERVICES IN NOVEMBER
Sunday 7th:

9.00 am Holy Communion – St James’, Little Milton
10.30 am Family Worship and Baptism – St Peter’s, Great Haseley

Sunday 14th:

(Remembrance Sunday)
9.00 am Holy Communion – St Mary’s, Great Milton followed by a
short ceremony at the War Memorial
10.45 am Remembrance Ceremony at the War Memorial, followed
by the Remembrance Service – St Peter’s, Great Haseley
6.00 pm Family Remembrance Service – St James’, Little Milton

Sunday 21st:

9.00am Holy Communion – St Peter’s, Great Haseley
10.30 am Family Worship – St Mary’s, Great Milton

Sunday 28th:

(Advent Sunday)
10.30 am Benefice Communion – St Mary’s, Great Milton
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GREAT MILTON METHODIST CHURCH SERVICES
For further info. please contact Rev Stephen Spain on 01865 763676
Date

Time

Church

Preacher

7th Nov

11:00 am

Great Milton

Mr David Harper

14th Nov

11:00 am

Great Milton

Mrs Sue Barratt

21st Nov

11:00 am

St Mary’s

Local Arrangement

28th Nov

11:00 am

Great Milton

Revd Stephen Spain

Comments

Holy Communion/
Advent Sunday

CHURCH CLEANING ROTA FOR NOVEMBER
W/E 7th November

Mrs A Blagg & Mrs C D’Aeth
W/E 14th November

Mrs M Davies & Mrs S A Dennis
W/E 21st November

Mrs L. Lovegrove & Mrs C Coward
W/E 28th November

Mrs A Jones & Jill Hoban
W/E 5tht December

Mrs E. Summers & Mrs Wendy Newby
Sally Ann
CHURCH FLOWER ROTA: OCTOBER-DECEMBER 2021
Thank you, Cathy, for doing the flowers in September and for ‘the team’ who gathered
on 25th September to arrange flowers for the Harvest Festival service in St. James this
year.
The rota for the remainder of 2021 is:
November
Chris Coward
December
Advent – no flowers
December 23rd – provisional date – All the available team to decorate the Church for
Christmas.
Thank you also to Jo Preston for stepping in to help with flowers in the Summertime!
S. A Dennis
HARVEST FESTIVAL
See front of Newsletter for photo!
]
Thank you to everyone who donated produce from their gardens or allotments to fill our
Church brim-full with produce at the end of September (so too late for entry in the
October Newsletter). We had marrows, potatoes, beetroot, apples, damsons, a
wonderful Harvest loaf and flowers galore! All the produce was taken to, and gratefully
received by, the chefs at the Leonard Cheshire Home at Burcot.
Following the service about 30 of us sat down to a proper Harvest Supper at the back
of the Church and enjoyed more Harvest Produce at our Bring and Share meal. No mean
catering feat but accomplished with wonderful teamwork so again huge thanks to all
concerned.
S.A. Dennis
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SEWING GROUP
Thank you Maggie (Bell) for hosting us all in October. This month in November we are
meeting from 11.00 onwards at Spring Cottage in the Haseley Road on Thursday 11 th
November. The Sewing Group was set up following the creation of the ‘new’ St. James’
Church Banner in 2002 so is almost about to celebrate its 20 th Birthday. We meet to
sew, stitch, quilt, knit, embroider, mend and/or chat together. Please do telephone Sally
Ann on 278029 if you’re coming along on the 11 th and we’re now fully open to anyone
new to the village who would like to come along and ‘check us out’…!?
S. A. Dennis
FRIENDS OF LITTLE MILTON SCHOOL- 200 CLUB
October
1st
No 28
Cate Bennett
2nd
No 13
Amanda Bourne
3rd
No 45
Layla Morgan

£10.00
£7.00
£5.00

This is the last draw of the 200 club year 2020-2021. Thank you so much to everyone
who brought a ticket or tickets to support our school, it is very much appreciated. I will
let you know next month how much we raised.
The form to buy a ticket for this year’s 200 club draw 2021-2022 was in last month’s
village newsletter but If you haven't got a form and would like to buy a ticket then please
put a cheque (made payable to The Friends of Little Milton School) or cash in an
envelope with your name and address on it and hand it in at the school or at the post
office before 17th November.
Again, many thanks to you all for supporting the school
Diane Austin Little Milton School 200 Club Organiser
WHAT’S HAPPENING AT THE PINE LODGE
In November we have two events planned at the village hall to note in your calendar,
the Annual Fireworks and the first of our program of Quiz Nights.
On Saturday 6th November at 6.00 pm we will host the Fireworks display with themed
music on the recreation ground. There will be hot soup, hot dogs, and mulled wine to
keep out the chill, and of course an open bar in the village Hall. Tickets are on sale at
the Village Shop. For the safety of other spectators please do not bring your own
fireworks.
At 7.00 pm on 20th November we are finally restarting our program of very
popular Quiz Nights (see the advert for details). The tickets include dinner. Tickets
are also for sale as usual in the Village Shop with a discount for those bought before
the event.
Regular activities in the Hall include:
Mondays at 10.30 am Yoga & Fitness with Yvonne (y.cartwright@btinternet.com)
Tuesdays at 9:30 am and Thursdays at 18.30 Keep Fit on with Alyce
(alycefwf@gmail.com)
Wednesday 9:30 am Advanced Textile on workshop with Amargeet
(amarjeetnandhra@virginmedia.com)
Friday 9:30 am Yoga and Pilates with Lee (lee@grahamcaulfield.co.uk)
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WI meet on 2nd Thursday of each month at 19:30 contact Kath Stacy
(kathstacey@yahoo.co.uk)
Crafts meet on 3rd Wednesday of the month at 19:00 contact Kath Stacy
(kathstacey@yahoo.co.uk)
Parish Council meet on 2nd Wednesday of the month. For further details
contact clerk@littlemilton.org.uk
We are very happy to welcome another new member to the Village Hall Committee,
Wendy Newby.
As a final note, we need some IT guidance and assistance on a few minor items that are
beyond our expertise (such as - setting up an online booking form, email for the Hall,
and shared cloud storage...). Help in getting these sort of things setup would be very
welcome.
For details, news, and booking info for the Pine Lodge go
to http://www.littlemilton.org.uk
or contact Linda Lovegrove llinda.pinelodge@yahoo.com
Details & news on the Pine Lodge page at www.littlemilton.org.uk
Giles Denby 07484 187852 / Linda Lovegrove 279535
llinda.pinelodge@yahoo.com

VILLAGE LUNCH AT THE LAMB
Our next lunch will be on Thursday 18th November 2021.
Everyone is welcome including visitors to the Village so do try
and come along. A two course menu is £12. Please give Ian or
Des a ring at the Lamb on 01844 279527
WELLS FARM ALLOTMENTS
The mild weather during October has kept the raspberries from going over and
pumpkins ripening so should be a good show for Halloween! Time to harvest any beans
to dry ready for planting next year. The growing conditions were definitely different
this year. Plenty of rain meant less watering but more weeds. Will next year be the
same? How will this affect what we grow? One thing I have learned is that black eyed
peas won’t grow here! Mexican black beans did however as did kidney beans before the
bunnies did themselves no favours by getting into the plot and eating them all!
If anyone wants to take on a plot next year please let me know (paulj201@hotmail.com)
as we have at least one available.
Paul. (paulj201@hotmail.com
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VILLAGE CHRISTMAS CARD

This year we will, again, be compiling a “Village Christmas Card” which, for
those of you new to the village or for those who have forgotten, this is something
we have been doing for many years.
We have always thought it was a little crazy that we write Christmas cards to
our neighbours (even though we genuinely wish them a very Merry Christmas)
and we were sure there was a better way to this. As an alternative every villager
now has the opportunity to write a short greeting that will be printed on a large
single Christmas card and distributed to each household in the village AND (this
is the important bit) support a charity at the same time.
EVERY YEAR people ask to be included AFTER the card is produced –nail it
early this year and cross something off your Christmas list now (it’ll feel great!).
How Do We Join In?
A form has been delivered with this newsletter. Please complete this and either
return it to me or to the Village Shop before Sunday 5th December.
We will then prepare the card, print it and distribute in time for Christmas.
How Much Does it Cost?
There is no minimum donation amount, but every pound raised will go to our
chosen charity.
Where Does The Money Go?
This year we will be supporting the outstanding and caring hospice: Sobel
House in Headington
Who Pays For This?
We are grateful to Juliette Langlais of Morgan & Associates for once again
generously sponsoring the printing. The artwork and design are kindly provided
Baseline Arts in Oxford and all of the incidental costs are picked up by a
benefactor.
How Are The Cards Distributed?
A wonderful team of volunteers will deliver the cards to every household in the
village in time for Christmas.
How Much is Raised?
Last year we raised just over £1,800 with this simple and fun initiative (and we
have raised over £10,000 since starting this venture)
Can I See an Example?
Of course, please give me a call.
Roger Longshaw 01844 27977
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LITTLE MILTON 2021 CHRISTMAS CARD

Name(s)
…………………………………………………………………………………………
Address
…………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………
“Unique” Greeting (12 words maximum please)
………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………..
……………………………………………………………………………………..
……………………………………………………………………………………..
Donation …………………………………………..
Cheques payable to “Sobell House Hospice Charity” (we can accept cash, but cheque
preferred)
Please place your completed form and donation in a sealed envelope with “Village
Christmas Card” written on the outside and return to: Garden Cottage, Haseley Road or
to the Post Office by SUNDAY 5th DECEMBER.
Many thanks,
Roger Longshaw

If you are a UK taxpayer we can increase the value of your donation to Sobell House
by 25% at no extra cost to you. In order to Gift Aid your donation you must agree to
the following declaration:
I am a UK taxpayer and understand that if I pay less Income Tax and/or Capital Gains
Tax in the current tax year than the amount of Gift Aid claimed on all my donations it
is my responsibility to pay any difference.
Signed ………………………………… ….. Date ………………………………..
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GAMING SESSION?
Hi everyone, we would like to see if there's any interest in starting up a weekly games
session in the village to run throughout the winter months. Games sessions have run in
the past, so it's not a new idea, but at the moment there's nothing happening. If anyone
would like to join in, Tuesdays between 2.30 and 4.30 at Thatched House, next door to
The Lamb is the venue. Coffee/tea/hot chocolate and cake provided! If we get enough
takers we could consider taking a slot at the village hall and divide the fee between us.
Please let either Viv Muller (07788 584584) or Anamaria (07771613986) know if you
are interested. Start date Tuesday 2st November. Suggested games: Dominos,
Rummykub, card games, Scrabble, Backgammon, Crib... Whatever you want!!
Annamaria
PARISH WARDEN VACANCY
The volunteer role of Parish Path Warden has become vacant at the end of October, and
if anyone would like to take up the position a detailed description of what is expected
can be found at the Oxford Ramblers website at https://www.ramblersoxon.org.uk/footprotect/parish-path-wardens.html,
In short it is to walk all the paths in the parish at least once or twice per year, noting any
problems with access or the condition of stiles etc., and coordinate with the County
Council by recording these problems via a website. A large scale map with the footpath
references is provided as part of the role.
If anyone would like to volunteer for this role, please contact the Parish Clerk, Andrea
Oughton, clerk@littlemilton.org.uk
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Quiz
Night
Saturday
20th November 2021
7pm @ The Pine Lodge Little Milton
Everyone welcome!
Come on your own or with a team
Ticket include dinner
Licensed bar
Corkage £2 per bottle
Tickets now on sale at Little Milton Shop
£8 in Advance
£10 on the Door
News at www.littlemilton.org.uk
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Saturday
6th November
@ The Pine Lodge, Little Milton
Hot Dogs & Soup
Bar opens
18:00
Fireworks begin 18:30
Tickets available at the Little Milton shop
Adults £5.
Children over 12 - £3
Accompanied children under 12 FREE
The ticket price does not include food
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VIEW FROM VIEWS
Believe it or not both our Winter Barley and Oil Seed Rape have been planted in near
perfect conditions which is promising for next harvest, the Rape has struggled a little
with the Barley shed at harvest time, we think it has overcome this competition, as yet
we feel it too early to plant our Winter Wheat. As winter approaches I was surprised to
see a pair of swallows, as late as the end of September, maybe they think winter is not
going to be so bad with Global Warming, I fear they may have a nasty shock. Noticeable
lately, and especially now the crops are removed, many more Hares and Deer about all
good signs, somehow there seems to be more Herons. Now as I was beginning to be a
little optimistic about biodiversity, we are told that the UK has the worst Biodiversity
of any country in the world, although I do not doubt this fact it is a bit soul destroying
when our industry is trying hard to rectify this fact. Of course it has to be the fault of
agriculture, no mention of development or the creation of large reservoirs. I notice
recently that the “Grenoble Road” development is likely to get the go ahead, destroying
green belt just as the PM has said he would protect it, something else we cannot believe,
I actually do not think it such a bad idea as it is close to existing infrastructure.
I hate to return to the problem of pollution in our rivers, due in my eyes to over
population. It is because of this sort of pollution we are facing further restrictions on the
application of Farm Yard Manure, and human waste. These are restrictions we really do
have to take seriously, as they are very valuable resources that must not be wasted they
replace chemical inputs, but to restrict them too much will make them unviable to apply,
if this is the case what is the alternative. I understand that in the Wye Valley there is a
problem with pollution emanating from free range Chicken production, it is however a
system driven/required by customer/public demand, so once again Farmers are caught
between two stools! This is all part of the overpopulation picture, yet we are welcoming
all comers to our shores, as we should, but can we? It of course is not just a problem of
the Wye most rivers are now showing some level of pollution, we simply cannot allow
this to continue.
We all know now that there is a problem within the supply chain, blamed on lack of
HGV drivers, labour, and the blocking of the Suez Canal, etc. This is not to mention
shortage of CO2 (is this not the greenhouse gas we are all worried about pumping into
the atmosphere?) Is it not possible to make use of the talents of the migrants, some must
be HGV Drivers or butchers. In reality surely they could fill some of these gaps. This
just illustrates how we have traded ourselves in to a corner, and how important a local
supply chain is, as we are now at the mercy of foreign countries, some of dubious
political leaning, for supply of most essentials (Railways, Water, Electricity, Gas, Fuel,
Food), Thanks to Tony Blair who said about food and other products, “we can buy what
we want from anywhere in the world”. Probably this is the most economical way to
procure our supplies through large multinational companies, where it is impossible to
make personal contact with unless one does it on line, or is prepared to wait an hour to
speak on the telephone. These companies have excelled by selling us food and other
commodities at a lower price than the cost of production, like lemmings everyone
purchases because it is cheaper, not bothering about carbon foot print or quality/taste
that we supposedly support. Does anyone know that fish sold by a large supermarket,
caught in the North Sea is processed in China? We need to get back to local production
and delivery so that we all know where our purchased goods are coming from. In the
sixties we produced more Nuclear energy than the rest of the world now we rely on
others such as EDF (owned by the French Government) I only learned, due to the gas
supply problem that all fertiliser, is produced not only by one company but that, it is US
owned. Now we are told that the whole supply system has to change for a brighter future
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of higher wages and more skills, quality control etc.; this is all very well and good, but
how do we square this when in order to achieve this goal we are sacrificing 100,000
pigs, not only is it the needless slaughter of perfectly good animals, but removing food
that could otherwise feed some of the poor who are worried how they are going to make
ends meet. Whatever happens we will not be short of food as the supermarkets will no
doubt import produce with lower welfare standards and quality logical???? Follow this
with the bunkum we were fed from the party conferences where our leaders clearly do
not understand where we are. Actually it is market forces that govern things rather than
senseless politicians, plus statements by not just politicians but those who should know
better about red meat produced in this country, as opposed to feed lots abroad. I
welcomed the recent change in PM a breath of fresh air I thought, but now a breath of
fresh despondency, he has lost all my confidence, plot, and whatever! He has kicked us
in the teeth once too often, fancy saying all pigs have to die, that’s where your bacon
sarnie comes from!!! Honestly what a statement.
Charles Peers

CHRISTMAS FAYRE

Plans are afoot to have another Walking Christmas Market round the
village on Saturday 11th December from 2-4pm.
There will be outside stalls at various locations around the village. A full
map will be available at the Pine Lodge on the day.
We are busy working out which stalls are going to be available so if
anyone would like to help by running a stall, please let us know.
Raffle tickets will be delivered to each house as the previous raffle was
organised. A full list of prizes will be displayed in the shop.
All the profits will be shared equally between the Pine Lodge, St James’s
Church, The Orchard and Little Milton School.
If you would like to help in any way – making, baking, donating prizes
or helping hands – please contact me.
Teresa Quested 278922
t.quested@btinternet.com
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MORLAND HOUSE SURGERY NEWS UPDATE
Patient Participation Group (PPG) Update
This update has been prepared on 18th October 2021; events will have moved on by the
time you read this.
COVID-19 Vaccination Programme Update
Booster vaccines are now being administered to eligible patients i.e., those who have
had their second dose more than six months ago. Please do not contact the surgery,
which will contact you to book an appointment when you become eligible. You may
visit the MHS website or 111.nhs.uk for up-to-date information.
Blood Bottle Shortage
The national shortage of blood test tubes has eased, and we are booking routine blood
tests. If you are due a blood test, please ring 01865 872448 to make an appointment.
2021/22 Flu Vaccination
The flu clinics are now fully booked. If you are eligible for a free vaccine, you can
contact any pharmacy that provides the NHS service. If you receive a reminder text and
you already have an appointment booked, you do not need to contact the surgery again
to confirm.
Wheatley Pharmacy
Wheatley Pharmacy is now open on the Morland House Site. It runs alongside the
dispensary. Please order your medication exactly as before. Dispensing patients should
continue to pick up their medication exactly as before from our dispensary, and nondispensing patients can pick up their medication from the pharmacy.

Photo from the Official Opening of Wheatley Pharmacy
From left: Retired Dispenser Sue Durbridge (who performed ribbon cutting duties), Dr
David Copping, Pharmacist Jagtar Gill and Dr Anthony Harnden (the latter three are
joint owners of Wheatley Pharmacy)
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Visit Morland House Website
For up-to-date information about our services, please visit www.morland-house.co.uk
LITTLE MILTON WI
In October, local artist, Eirian Griffiths ran a still life art class. She showed us how to
shade to make 3D pictures and then we were let loose to attempt to draw shells,
sculptures and plants. We all surprised ourselves and even made greeting cards from
our art.
Our next meeting on Thursday 11th November at 7.30pm is a talk and slide show on
Zanskar, Heart of the Himalayas with Carol Turner. Everyone welcome. Visitors
£5 or join up for only £22 (for membership to end March 2022).
Future LMWI dates for your diary:
9 December: Gin talk & Tasting - Chalgrove Artisan Distillery
Do you live in Little Milton, Great Milton or The Haseleys, want to meet new people,
make new friends? Then join Little Milton WI and meet like-minded, local women of
all ages in an informal, friendly group. Please email us if you’re feeling lonely, want a
chat, fancy joining WI, need a lift.
We meet every 2nd Thursday of the month at 730pm in The Pine Lodge, Little
Milton OX44 7PZ
Too shy to come by yourself? Contact me & I’ll find you a WI buddy.
Like us at www.facebook.com/lmpinelodge
Details & news on the Pine Lodge page at www.littlemilton.org.uk
Kath Stacey 279438 or email littlemiltonwi@oxfordshirewi.co.uk
FRIENDS OF WELLS FARM
The limping sheep have improved a great deal during October, helped by medication
and several moves between fields to stop the cause of the problem getting a “foothold”
once more. Who would have thought that long grass would be a problem for sheep!
We have the Dexter cattle back temporarily. They were destined for Cholsey but there
is to be a firework display in a field next to where they will be and so their move has
been delayed. The rascals have already been testing the fences and you may have
noticed Barn field in particular suffered as a result. Fortunately they did not escape and
the fantastic volunteer team got to work installing new posts to make things secure
again. This year we are likely to only have three ponies return to us. The Welsh
Mountain ponies are going back to Warburg reserve but this time they will be well away
from the public to prevent any possibility of them being fed food by visiting public. Not
sure yet on the other three. Given the likelihood of more flooding at Chimney Meadows
we will probably get more sheep at some point over the winter.
I came across a few people from BBOWT walking the fields a few days ago. They were
checking for partridge and in particular Grey Partridge. There were more than expected
which is down to the rains helping the growth of vegetation in which they could hide.
The hares made an appearance too!
The paths have been cleared a bit more so that it should be easier going around the
reserve but don’t forget the ground can be uneven and sometimes the wet mud slippery
so watch your step. Please also keep your dogs on a lead through any fields with
livestock in and remind others to do so.
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I have not managed yet to do a walk round for people for various reasons but will
endeavour to do so. If you are interested and haven’t already done so, please let me
know via email (paulj201@hotmail.com)
Paul. (paulj201@hotmail.com
NEWS FROM LITTLE MILTON SCHOOL
At the time of writing we have one week left until half term. The weeks since the
beginning of September seem to have flown by and we have achieved so much already.
The highlight last week was going to St James’s Church for our Harvest celebration. It
was the first time that many of the children had been to St James’s and a long while
since the older children had been with school, so it was truly special to have been able
to come together inside the church once more. We are very grateful to Toby Garfitt
(with the help of Mungo) for leading the service for us and would also like to thank Jane
Willis for accompanying us on the organ. The children were a credit to the school and
we were very proud of all of them. We really missed families being in the church with
us though and we are looking forward to having everyone together in the church for our
Christingle service (date to follow).
Our Harvest food collection was donated to Thame foodbank where we know it will
make a real difference to many families. Thank you to all who donated to this very good
cause.
The school is 150 years old this year but we are very much part of the modern world
and now have a School Facebook site:
https://www.facebook.com/littlemiltonprimaryschool/
A huge thank you to one of our parents for helping us get this off the ground. The site
is regularly updated and gives a real insight into the day-to-day life of the school. We
hope you will enjoy sharing it with us.
As we put together our plans for celebrating the school’s 150 th birthday, we are mindful
that there must be many villagers with stories, anecdotes and perhaps pictures of the
school from days gone by. We would really love to hear from you and share your
memories. Please call the school office on 279310 or email office.3755@littlemilton.oxon.sch.uk to make contact and we will get in touch. Thank you!
Hannah Blest and James Bell
Co-Headteachers
PS Please come to the Open day on November 3 rd you will be really appreciated
FROM OUR FRENCH CORRESPONDENT
MY FIRST (TINY!) VINTAGE!
The most crucial decision to be made by every vineyard owner at this time of year is
when to pick, and I have discovered that this is not as easy as it sounds!
You read all of the books and watch YouTube videos, which tell you that you should
aim (depending on variety) for a Brix (sugar) reading of 24-26%, and a PH (acidity)
reading of 3.1 to 3.4. So, I have been regularly sampling and taking readings, and all
seemed to be moving in the right direction, but then RAIN! The effect of rain means
that all readings go in the wrong direction-in effect both sugars and acids are watered
down. So you wait again, hoping for a dry spell, and the readings start to improve, until
RAIN again! We had heavy rain towards the end of September, and it caused many
berries to burst, which loses juice but also encourages bacteria and wasps.
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Finally I decided to pick the Sauvignon, so with a few friends the Sauvignon Blanc were
picked, sorted, and pressed. We gathered about 60 kilos of grapes, so I was hopeful of
60 litres of juice-WRONG!
PRESSING PROBLEMS
My press is a basket press purchased from Amazon for these small quantities. We filled
it to about ¾ full, then wound the crank round to crush the grapes. At first all seemed
well-beautiful golden juice flowing out, but by the time we had reached the 50% level,
the cranking was getting hard. Three men (including me) were turning the crank, but
we could only move it ¼ turn at a time. I noticed that if we waited, the next turn was
easier, but the penny hadn’t dropped. In the end we decided that all the juice must have
been removed, so emptied the basket for the second batch, only to find we had only half
the expected quantity of juice. Not only that, but the remaining crushed “cake” still had
many whole berries in it-we had filled the press far too full!
Finally we completed the pressing, but only achieved around 30 litres of juice-I now
know I should have expected around 45 litres, so I lost 15 through lack of experience.
The Sauvignon were cooled and inoculated with yeast, and have been happily
fermenting ever since.
THE REDS
A week later we picked the reds- about 30 kilos of Malbec, and only 10 kilos of Merlot.
The reds are not pressed immediately-they are crushed, to release the juices, but then
fermented with the skins to extract both colour & flavour. I placed them in a warm
bedroom-25c, and inoculated them with yeast, and for two weeks I have been punching
down-pushing the “cap” of skins down into the juice, to release more colour & flavour.
As of today primary fermentation has finished, and the “cap” has sunk. The next stage
is Malolactic fermentation, to remove harsh malic acid and convert it into creamy lactic
acid, and I think the Malbec is progressing, but so far no activity from the Merlot.

CARTE DE SEJOUR
As mentioned in my last letter, my Carte De Sejour has arrived, so I can now legally
live in France for the next five years at least. I think they set 5 years on your first card
just to ensure you don’t misbehave!
COVID & FRANCE
The daily rate of new infections in France has averaged about 5,000 a day for the last
month, and vaccination rates are still climbing. 49, 362, 373 persons in France have
been fully vaccinated, out of a total population (including children) of 65,426,179, gives
a total vaccination % of 75.44%
LONG LOST FAMILY-UK
My builder, Martin, who has been over here for 20 years, always believed he was a
“foundling”- he was told he had been left in a popular beauty spot in Essex and adopted,
never to know who his true family was. Now, due to the programme “Long lost Family
UK”, he has been traced! It turns out he was the seventh child of an unmarried mother,
who couldn’t cope, and offered him up for adoption... After she died, her daughter found
adoption papers in a locked room of another child she didn’t know existed and set out
to find him. They were re-united last week! The programme should air soon, and I will
keep you posted!
A bientot!
Stuart, stuartmmcgill@gmail.com
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John Howell MP writes
October 2021
During the parliamentary recess that coincides with the various Party Conferences I
have taken the opportunity to meet up with representatives from a number of parish
councils across the constituency. It is good to be able to meet with people face to face
again and I know that many people welcome this. Around the constituency I see more
and more community activities restarting and events taking place.
I was also delighted that international travel has opened up and that I was able to attend
the autumn session of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe (PACE) in
person. As Leader of the UK delegation and as a Deputy Speaker it was a great pleasure
to be able to welcome to Strasbourg members of the Delegation who were making their
first visit as members of the Assembly.
With COP26 very close now I was pleased that in this session PACE devoted a whole
day to climate change and environmental rights and it was a privilege to be able to chair
part of the session. The day on this subject was divided into 3 parts. In the first part
there was debate on reports on the right to a healthy environment, participative
democracy in deciding climate change issues, criminal and civil liberties around climate
change, and the rule of law across the whole gamut of climate change and environmental
protection. In the second part, a high-level panel was convened which looked across a
number of issues relating to climate change and heard from a number of experts
including the UK judge at the European Court of Human Rights, the Secretary General
of the United Nations, the Secretary-General of the Council of Europe, the President of
Hungary, the Speaker of the Italian Chamber of Deputies, the Portuguese Deputy
Minister for the Environment and Climate Action. They each looked at climate change
from their own perspectives. The third part of the debate examined inequalities as a
result of climate issues and migration and environmental protection in the context of
climate change. Overall, the debate considered what practical actions could be taken to
combat climate change and uphold environmentalism. This marked a major contribution
to COP26 and recognised particularly that any one country was not going to be able to
make the most of change in itself. If we want to make change we need to be working
together and working cross-border.
The UK is committed to working with all countries and joining forces with civil society,
companies and people on the frontline of climate change to inspire climate action ahead
of COP26. The summit itself will bring parties together to accelerate action towards the
goals of the Paris Agreement and the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change.
Printed and promoted by John Howell MP House of Commons, London, SW1A 0AA
DEADLINE REMINDER – Please note that unless articles are in the hands of the
Editor by the 18th of the month (unless otherwise stated), such articles will miss the
scheduled Newsletter. The views expressed in this Newsletter are not necessarily those
of the Editor or the Parish Council. All material for inclusion in the December 2021
Newsletter should be with the Editor at 27 Chiltern View, Little Milton, by 8.00 p.m.
on 18th November. The Editor reserves the right not to print items submitted for
publication and to edit those items, which are published
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KEY TELEPHONE NUMBERS
Age UK

01865 890879

Naheed Qureshi

Citizens Advice Bureau

0808 278 7907

Thame & District

Church: St James

01844 278349

Revd. Simon Cronk

Doctors

01865 872448
111
0845 345 8995
999

Morland Surgery
Out of Hours Service
NHS Helpline
Medical Emergencies

Little Milton Shop

01844 279978

Alison Shelton (Manager)

Little Milton School

01844 279310

Head:

Milk Deliveries

07773006485

A J Woods Ltd

MUGA

Bookings for the courts are made at the Post Office

Neighbourhood Watch

01844 279468

Mark Willis

Newsletter

01844 279150

Raymond Fergusson (Editor)

OCC

01865 792422

All enquiries

Parish Council

01844 278180

Francois Van der Merwe (Chair)
Andrea Oughton (Clerk)

Pine Lodge

Giles Denby
Linda Lovegrove (Bookings)
24/7 Call out service

01844 279535
0844 7255568
Police

101

Thames Valley Police
(Non-emergency)

Post Office

01844 279001

Public Transport

01865 323201

Comet

SODC

01235 422422

All enquiries

Southern Electric

0800 0727 282

Emergency Number

Thames Water

0800 3169 800

Emergency Number

The Lamb

01844 279527

Ian & Des

Biffa (Verdant)

03000 610610

All enquiries

Alison Shelton (Postmistress)

For all other numbers go to website www.littlemilton.org.uk
Front Cover Sally Ann Dennis
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