Coronavirus (COVID-19)
Advice and support on Coronavirus
National advice on Coronavirus- it’s changing all
the time, so keep up to date with daily updates to
make sure you are getting accurate information!
Take care where you look for advice and
guidance, and make sure that you are using
verified sites for information as there is a lot of
incorrect or ‘scam’ advice on social media at the
moment. Always use the advice below from makes
sense and check it regularly for updates.
The following are some key websites
Coronavirus -What you need to do: Government advice
https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus
NHS
England
for
advice
on
protecting
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/

yourself

Public Health England for up to date advice and guidance
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/public-healthengland including Easy Read and language translations
Updates from Oxfordshire County Council
https://news.oxfordshire.gov.uk/coronavirus-information-fromthe-government/
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EXTRACTS FROM THE PARISH COUNCIL DRAFT MINUTES OF THE
MEETING OF 19th MAY 2021
(The minutes will be approved at the meeting held on 9th June 2021)
Due to the Parish Council meeting being delayed a week to allow it to meet in person
because legislation prevented the holding of virtual meeting it has meant that the
normal publication of the extracts of the meeting on 19 th May will be published in
the July newsletter. However the following is a revision to the minute published in
the May newsletter that was approved by the Council at its meeting on 19th May
2021
Proposed Development along Haseley Road
The Chairman invited Elizabeth Swabey-Collinson of Swabey Collison
Architectural Services and Mark Doodes of Mark Doodes Planning to outline their
client’s plans on the field next to the pumping station along the Haseley Road. They
thanked the Council for giving them the opportunity to share the plans for the site
in advance of a full application that had been submitted to South Oxfordshire
District Council.
The plans were for a development of five two-bedroom houses. They stated that the
development had been designed to recognise the policies within the Adopted
Neighbourhood Development Plan of 2018 as well as the policies of the SODC
Local Plan with particular reference to housing mix, the impact on the Conservation
Area and Protection of Views.
Mr Barry Coward, Chairman of the Little Milton Neighbourhood Development Plan
stated that the submitted application would be considered against all of the relevant
policies within the Plan.
Elizabeth and Mark answered a number of questions from members of the public
and councillors which covered concerns around flooding, impact on the
Conservation Area, vision splays, traffic speeds and pedestrian safety.
The Chairman thanked Elizabeth and Mark for attending the meeting and sharing
their client’s plans for the development of the site but stated that the Council would
make no comment on the plans until a planning application had been received
ANNUAL MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL19th MAY 2021
The Council RESOLVED to elect Francois Van Der Merwe as Chairman and Steve
Sidhu as Vice Chairman for the next year.
Current Council members
Councillor Francois Van Der Merwe (Chairman)
Councillor Howard Harrison
Councillor Adam Sheppard
Councillor Steve Sidhu (Vice Chairman)
Councillor David Wakeling
Parish Clerk Andrea Oughton
County Councillor: Freddie Van Mierlo
District Councillor Caroline Newton

01844 278180
01844 279946
01844 279217
01844 279448
01844 278014
lmparishcouncil@btinternet.com
freddie.vanmierlo@oxfordshire.gov.
uk
07951 477144

SODC: WASTE MANAGEMENT CONTRACT
The minimum charge is £40 for up to 3 items and £8 for each additional item.
There is a maximum of six items per collection day: if you have more than six,
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you'll need to book another collection day. Please note that a bed and mattress
counts as 2 items and a three piece suite (consisting of 1 settee and 2 chairs) counts
as 3 items.
Before you contact us to book your bulky waste collection, have a good think
about whether you have any other big items to dispose of. Once we have
processed your booking, we are unable to make any alterations or add any
other items – even if you have only booked one or two items.
To arrange this service residents can call the Public Amenities Team on
01235 422406 or book on line from the Council’s website www.southoxon.gov.uk
Give your furniture to a good home
Have you considered donating your furniture to charity or a good home? Emmaus
is an Oxford based charity that will come out to all areas of the county and collect
unwanted furniture free of charge. For legal or practical reasons this does not include
soft furnishings without a fire label, safety items, or any item that is not in a saleable
condition. Please visit the Emmaus website for more details.
BIFFA: WASTE COLLECTION DATES – JUNE 2021
Brown
Grey
Green
2nd June **
Yes
No
Yes
8th June
No
Yes
No
15th June
Yes
No
Yes
22nd June
No
Yes
No
29th June
Yes
No
Yes

Food
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes

** Bank Holiday
RECTOR’S PINT
I love wild places; I am not alone in this of course.
Eleven years ago, I was privileged to take a three-month sabbatical, a time of
refreshment and recovery after many years of sustained ministry. I couldn’t believe
what I managed to pull off; a spiritual tour of England, Wales and Scotland, and all
on a newly-bought, but very second-hand motorbike, after I had taken a break from
biking for a few years.
Apart from my time alone, I visited Christian communities; a bikers’ church in
Swansea and a monastery in Southern Scotland. I spent time with an Orthodox Priest
I know in Lincolnshire who has converted his garage into an Orthodox church!
I called the whole thing ‘Revved up Britain’! Looking back, I see I headed to wilder
places, North Devon, the North Norfolk coast, South Wales, and Anglesey, and the
whole thing was crowned with a trip to Northumbria and into Scotland, through the
Cairngorms, and up to Torridon. The trip ended with a visit to Mull and across to
Iona before the long ride home, over three days, to a very tame Buckinghamshire!
There is so much I could recollect, alas I do not have the space to do any of it here.
I know of course that in Britain, our wildernesses are not really wilderness, the hand
of man is everywhere. But standing all on my own, on the top of a lesser-known
mountain with an un-pronounceable name, a near - Munro (only a few feet short of
3000 ft.), with no other evident human presence in any direction, it felt wild enough!
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May saw us celebrating Pentecost, and with it the beginning of a cautious return to
our churches. I do wonder though; do we try to tame the Spirit of God? the Pentecost
account is really pretty wild! A sound from heaven like a rushing mighty wind and
tongues as of fire - that doesn’t happen every day. God is unpredictable, Jesus
pointed out that the wind blows where it chooses - “So it is the same with the Spirit”
(John 3: 8). This last year has forced us to adapt to the unpredictable, at times it has
felt like a bit of a wild ride. I have really enjoyed putting together and hosting our
zoom services, even with their moments of unpredictability. I have loved the spirit
that has actually brought many of us together, even when we have had to be apart,
and that it has really mattered that we carry on, that we did something to be together
however we could.
I fear that we may lose that spirit, as once again we return to our three separate
churches and become comfortably parochially minded and inward-looking. This
pandemic has forced us out of our churches to follow the lead of the Spirit, I believe
into a more united place. We now need to make sure that we don’t force the Spirit
back inside!
I think that I might need another wilderness experience...
Simon
CHURCH CLEANING ROTA FOR JUNE
W/E 6th June

Mrs A Jones & Jill Hoban
W/E 13th June

Mrs E. Summers & Mrs Anne Hawkins
W/E 20th June

Mrs A Blagg & Mrs C D’Aeth
W/E 27th June

Mrs M Davies & Mrs S A Dennis
W/E 4th July

Mrs L. Lovegrove & Mrs C Coward
BENEFICE SERVICES JUNE
Live
Virtual Services
Service
Via Zoom
Sunday
St Mary’s
Invitation
6th June
Holy Communion
To Zoom
Trinity 1
9.00 a.m.
Morning Prayer 11.00 a.m.
Sunday
St Peter’s
Invitation
13th June
Holy Communion
To Zoom
Trinity 2
9.00 a.m.
Morning Prayer 11.00 a.m.
Sunday
St James’
Invitation
20th June
Holy Communion
To Zoom
Trinity 3
9.00 a.m.
Morning Prayer 11.00 a.m.
Sunday
St Peter’s
27th June
Benefice Morning
No Zoom Service
Trinity 4
Prayer
10.00 a.m.
THOMAS (TOM) GILES (Died 26th March 2021)
I had the pleasure of knowing Tom for many years and his passing will be felt by
Barbara and all his friends. Tom was an unassuming person but always had time for
chat over the garden fence. He will be missed but will always be remembered. Our
thought are with Barbara at this time.
Raymond Fergusson
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GREAT MILTON METHODIST CHURCH SERVICES
The Methodist Church has advised me that services are slowly starting to get back
to normal but it will take a little tome. I will publish details in due course.
For further info. Please contact Rev Canon Dr Martin Wellings on 01865
243216
CHRISTIAN AID WEEK – 10th-16th MAY
Thank you to each of the distributors/collectors for their hard work during Christian
Aid week and a huge thankyou to each of you who gave money this year. The final
totals will be printed in the July Newsletter.
Sally Ann Dennis
‘ON THE VERGE OF BETTER THINGS’
This season the Parish Council will begin a change in the long-established vergecutting program that we hope will bring about significant benefits for our wildlife,
to be enjoyed by our residents. We are lucky to have a number of villagers with a
depth of knowledge on the subject and have formed the basis of a small working
group to update our verge cutting policy. In future, this will expand into other items
on our wish list such as tree planting and hedgerow improvement - we know there
will be many more of you who wish to be involved in both shaping policy and
‘lending a hand’, if you would like to be involved please email Steve Sidhu who is
leading the initiative on behalf of the parish council - stevenjsidhu@gmail.com.
We’d like to stress that any cutting to maintain the safety of our roads (principally
around junctions) will remain in place - we will not compromise driver or
pedestrian safety in any way. Although bringing about change with our contractors
isn’t as simple as you may assume, the difference you may already see are a number
of verges in the village being left to grow until late summer. These verges have been
carefully identified as having the most potential to benefit wildlife quickly. On the
other hand, a number of our verges (that are overly fertile) are dominated by large
grasses and nettles - these can look unsightly and will be cut as normal (and are
scheduled to have been in the last week of May). We hope to strike a pragmatic
balance to manage safety, tidiness and biodiversity.
The initial changes to cutting policy were shaped with the help of villagers Andy
Coates and Mark Vallance (who also works for BBOWT), we are fortunate to have
their input into policy, and the words that follow.
A note from Mark:
Never has there been a time when nature has been under such serious threats with
recent reports stating alarming figures such as: • Farmland birds have seen huge
declines, with once common species such as Yellowhammer declining by 60%,
Corn Bunting declining by 89%, Skylark declining by 60% and Grey Partridge
declining by 93% between 1970 and 2018. • Of the 62 UK butterfly species 21 of
these had declining abundance. • Moth abundance in the UK has declined by over
31% per decade (1968-2004). • Data collected in Germany suggests the abundance
of insects may have fallen by more than 50% since 1970. Since the Second World
War the UK has lost over 97% of our wild flower meadows to development and
through changes in farming practices. That’s a staggering 7.5 million acres of land
which equates to approximately 12% of the UK’s land mass. These flower rich
habitats are crucially important for insects which then form the staple diet for many
birds and mammals. In May of this year the Secretary of State for the Environment
announced huge changes to the Environmental legislation in England with the
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introduction of a legally binding target to halt species decline by 2030 into the new
Environment Bill. Our road verges around the village are vital refuges for bees,
butterflies, birds, bats and mammals. A good verge will supply a diverse source of
nectar for insects from the first Celandines and Violets in February and March to
the last bit of Knapweed or Scabious in late August. Bird’s-foot trefoil alone is a
food plant for over 130 species of insect. It’s really important therefore that a wide
range of flowers are able to grow right the way through the spring and summer as
this will support a wide range of different species and will also allow these plants a
chance to set seed and allow the next generation of plants to thrive. Wild flowers
tend to thrive in soils with low nutrient levels in them. As such it is important where
possible for any material cut at the end of the growing season to be removed to avoid
this material breaking down and the nutrients in it leaching back into the ground.
This is why traditional hay meadows are so diverse, such a riot of colour and buzz
with insect life in the early summer before they get cut for hay. Cut material that is
left on the ground can also smother and suppresses any new germinating plants in
the next spring. One thing that has clearly come out from the last 16 months and the
effect of the pandemic is just how important countryside and wildlife is to many
people and to all of our wellbeing. We are so lucky in Little Milton with such a rich
environment around the village with the farmland and in particular BBOWTs Wells
Farm nature reserve providing the right condition for threatened bird species such
as Barn Owl, Corn Bunting and Grey Partridge to thrive.
A note from Andy:
Those who follow the village Facebook page may have seen some of the nature
photos I and others post but you probably do not realise that it’s actually quite
difficult now to find things of interest. Gradual decline is hard to notice and it’s only
when you look back to the past that you can recognise the difference. Unfortunately,
I am old enough to realise how much our natural environment has changed since my
childhood and how much pleasure and interest a child can get from it. How
wonderful it would be for our children to notice something new on their walk to
school, something colourful, different, and amazing. There are signs that it is
possible. This month I noticed orchids appear on the roadside below the school –
they are Green-winged Orchids and these, together with two other orchid species
that have appeared in my garden are a wonderful sign that change is possible if we
work towards it. Orchids are fussy plants and three different orchid species within a
50m area shows an amazing possibility. Imagine entering the village and seeing
verges of wildflowers – It is possible! More flowers mean more bees, more
butterflies, more birds, more of everything. We can change the look of our village
for the better, we just need to manage our verges and public spaces in a way that
enables it. You can help too – leave an area of your garden to go a bit wild, maybe
cut the grass a bit less often – allow a few Dandelions to flower and seed, you may
even be surprised by what may appear, it could be quite rare! Don’t forget you can
post any ‘finds’ on the Facebook page, there are quite a few of us who will be
extremely impressed.
Thank you to Andy for the cover photo of a rare, green-winged orchid recently found
on one of our verges, mentioned above.
Should you wish to be involved in our village working group that will consider all
aspects of Parish Council responsibility that may benefit biodiversity and the
environment, or indeed if you have any comments on the information shared, please
email Steve via stevenjsidhu@gmail.com.
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THE 2021 CHURCH FETE - SATURDAY JUNE 19TH 2PM
We are looking forward to welcoming everyone to this year’s fete in June. There
will be open gardens, refreshments at the village hall and other locations, a fabulous
plant stall at The Old Vicarage, the popular Pimm’s tent, a cake stall in Chiltern
View, the Tombola and Bottle Tombola on the High Street, children’s activities, the
raffle, and lots more. The raffle draw will take place at the Village Shop at 11am on
Monday 21st June.
Please collect a map of all the different stalls and locations at the Village Hall on
the day and join your friends for some refreshments. Parking will be on the
recreation ground behind the Village Hall.
This year we have also had a private flight for two people donated! The pilot
and flight attendant will welcome you on board for a flight to Charlton Park Estate
in Wiltshire. There you will be treated to a lovely picnic and a stroll around the
beautiful grounds of the estate. You can make a sealed bid for this exciting day out
by putting your name, contact details and the amount you wish to bid in a sealed
envelope and leave it at the Village Shop.
If you would like to get involved in helping on the day, we are always keen to
welcome new volunteers. We especially need helpers for the children’s activities,
and we would love to find some young people willing to help. (As well as us oldies!)
If

you can help with any of the following please get in touch:

Volunteers to help with
children’s activities
Volunteers for helping on
stalls
Donations for the plant stall
Donations for the Tombola
Donations for the Bottle
Tombola
Donations for the cake stall

Lesley McCaig

07785 384946

Teresa Quested

01844 278922 or
07927 716674
01844 279538
01844 279965

Joyce Inge
Cathy
Hughes
D’Aeth
Jo Preston
Linda Bibby

07787 227774
01844 278510

If you have any other questions, please call Lindsay Heath on 07967 452817.
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NEW IMPROVED CARERS SERVICE IN OXFORDSHIRE
Carers Oxfordshire, the service for all unpaid adult carers in Oxfordshire, is
excited to announce major improvements as the contract is renewed.
Action for Carers and Rethink Mental Illness have once again won the
contract to deliver the Carers Oxfordshire service from Health and Social
Care. They will be continuing to provide all the same excellent support that
local carers have come to expect from Carers Oxfordshire along with some
crucial improvements to the service.
Another key change is that Carers Oxfordshire is now able to give support
to parent carers, those who are aged 18 and over and care for a disabled
child. And the service can now offer their bespoke and award-winning
training package, A Carers Journey which gives all carers that practical help
when they need it.
Who are Carers Oxfordshire?
Carers Oxfordshire is a free service for all unpaid adult carers in
Oxfordshire.
Their goals are to:
 Help people recognise their role as a vitally important carer so that
they can access the support they are entitled to.
 Make the caring journey easier by enabling carers to navigate what
can be a confusing system.
 Work with carers to help them find ways to care for themselves as
they care for someone else.
 Encourage and champion all carers in their caring role.
To find out more call the Carers Oxfordshire team on 01235 424 715 or
email carersinfo@carersoxfordshire.org.uk.
Carers Oxfordshire If someone relies on you, you can rely on us
Carers Oxfordshire supports over 11,000 unpaid adult carers every year.
Carers Oxfordshire support carers to:
 Navigate the support available to them.
 Feel more confident in a caring role through bespoke courses.
 Complete the carers' self-assessment and plan for help in a crisis.
 Learn from and share with other carers and enjoy companionship
through local support groups.
 Find time and ways to make space for their own wellbeing.

Action for Carers Oxfordshire is the lead organisation within the Carers
Oxfordshire project, working with Rethink Mental Illness.
Visit our websites, carersoxfordshire.org.uk Follow us on, Twitter and
Facebook.
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FRIENDS OF LITTLE MILTON SCHOOL- 200 CLUB
April
1st
No 43 Val Coates
2nd
No 16 Melisa Simms
3rd
No 31 Carrie Day
May
1st
No 38 The Dukes Family
2nd
No 42 Gordon Smith
3rd
No 23 Bella Hobbs

£10.00
£7.00
£5.00
£10.00
£7.00
£5.00

Diane Austin Little Milton School 200 Club Organiser
NEWS FROM THE PINE LODGE
In line with the relaxation of government restrictions we are very happy to reopen
the village Hall. During lockdown we used the opportunity to renovate the kitchen
and get some maintenance jobs out of the way. Hopefully you will have noticed
during the recent Council voting that the Hall is now set up with Covid safety in
mind.
Activities in the Hall are restarting - Yvonne Cartwright has restarted her popular
Yoga classes, for more information on class availability and timing her contact is
y.cartwright@btinternet.com.
At the end of the summer the Hall is planning an event for the local community on
Saturday 28th August please make a note in your calendar. We are currently
planning a bunch of activities for families in the afternoon including a kids fun run,
bird show, live music, fun rides, children’s games and more. In the evening there is
a dance planned with a live 20 piece 40’s Swing Band. With all the activities we are
hoping to provide we will need your help. If you would like to help out in any way
please send Giles Denby a mail to the address below.
We have a vacancy on the village hall Committee for the role of Secretary if you
would like to join the Committee and become involved in the running of the Hall. If
you are interested please contact Giles Denby. For more details about the Hall please
go to https://www.hugofox.com/community/the-pine-lodge-7832/home
If you would like to use the hall for an activity or gathering please let Linda know.
For more details about events or the hall please contact
linda.pinelodge@yahoo.com
gilesdenby@yahoo.com
WELLS FARM ALLOTMENTS
Lots of rain means the well and water tanks are full so hopefully we will have
enough to see us through any hot spells. Better not to make watering an ordeal but
to mulch around your plants to reduce evaporation. This year I am experimenting
with Black Eyed peas. I have grown them from a packet of dried ones in the ethnic
section of a supermarket! Apparently you can eat the pods, beans and even the
leaves! Have also done the same with Mexican black beans and kidney beans but
some care is needed with these in preparing for eating. Growing things can be a lot
of fun and surprises!
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We have a half plot free currently so if anybody wants to put their name down please
let me know.
Paul. (paulj201@hotmail.com
LITTLE MILTON WI
In May, we were taken on a video tour of Waterperry Farm with Lois from the
Waterperry Farm Shop. We met the cows and sheep, including Cookie the bull and
learnt how they were ecologically raised to produce first class Oxfordshire meats.
Together with fruit and veg from the neighbouring Waterperry Gardens, the farm
shop stocks home grown, homemade and local food all year round
(www.waterperryfarmshop.co.uk).
Our next meeting on Thursday 10th June is a Tour & Tasting with cheese &
nibbles at Sunnyhill Vineyard, Horspath from 7-9pm. Contact me if you’d like
to join us.
Do you live in Little Milton, Great Milton or The Haseleys, want to meet new
people, make new friends? Then join Little Milton WI and meet like-minded, local
women of all ages in an informal, friendly group. Please phone or email us if you’re
feeling lonely, want a chat, fancy joining WI.
We meet every 2nd Thursday of the month at 7.30pm
Too shy to come by yourself? Contact me & I’ll find you a WI buddy.
Like us at www.facebook.com/lmpinelodge
Details & news on the Pine Lodge page at www.littlemilton.org.uk
Kath Stacey 279438 or email littlemiltonwi@oxfordshirewi.co.uk
ALBION FIELDS
Dear Fellow Villager,
I wanted to give a little insight into the upcoming opening of Albion Fields at the
beginning of July. I hope very much in time that most of you will visit and come to
enjoy and be proud of this cultural adventure we are undertaking. Some of you may
know that I have been working as a gallerist in London and I have been fortunate to
work with some of the great living artists.
We will have the possibility to share with the public about 20 sculptures in a 50 acre
footprint and this will be done in a limited way, controlling the number of visitors
through Albion Barn’s website. By agreement with SODC only visitors which have
signed in on the website will have access to Albion Fields and no other visitors will
be welcome, we will be limited to just 30 visitors each day, so hopefully the
opportunity to enjoy these works is special and visitor numbers will have no impact
on the village. No dogs will be allowed on this site. We will certainly be
recommending a visit to the village pub or the village shop!
Artists involved in the opening exhibition range from the very celebrated Sir Richard
Long to the frequently in the news Ai Weiwei. I will be sending an invitation to all
the Little Milton Villagers to come to and celebrate the opening. The invitations will
be posted through your doors in due course and hopefully you will join us.
I have already invited Little Milton primary school to think of bringing school
children and I will be excited to explain and share the sculptures with them. Perhaps
this will widen to encompass other educational groups as we settle into our working
method and I am open to any ideas.
Yours,
Michael and Ali
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Wheatley Library
We are delighted to have our doors open again – in a Covid safe way of course!
Face coverings, hand sanitizer, distancing and stock that has been quarantined are
all in place in order to take care of us all. Do come and see us.
Open hours
Tuesday 14.00-17.00, Wednesday 9.30-13.00, Thursday 14.00-17.00, Friday
14.00-17.00
We are also excited to announce the return of our annual Summer Reading
Challenge for children.
Wendy Stanton
Wheatley Library Manager
Get ready to go wild about your world
by joining the FREE reading challenge at your
local library!
From 10 July to 11 September children across
Oxfordshire can join the Wild World Heroes,
Summer Reading Challenge 2021 to help save the
environment of Wilderville.
Collect stickers and rewards as you read library books over the summer holidays.
Complete your challenge at an Oxfordshire Library to win a Wild World Heroes
medal, certificate and a keyring.
Under 3s can take part in a mini challenge with their own special card
and stickers.
Visit summerreadingchallenge.org.uk for the fun to carry on at home.
Illustrations © Heath McKenzie 2021
If you finish the challenge at your local Oxfordshire Library, you will
be entered into an exciting prize draw!
Don’t miss out!
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A great place to grow
As government restrictions are lifted, we are cautiously optimistic and gradually
opening. Spaces are still limited and must be pre-booked by emailing
info@mapletree.org.uk.
Covid measures remain in place and there is a suggested donation of £2.50 per
family per session. Check out our Website and Facebook pages for special events,
holiday programmes and helpful information.
Messy Mondays: Play and Learn sensory/creative activities from 10:30-11:30
Tuesday: Play and Learn: Once Upon a Rhyme-Time from 10:00-11:00 and
Toddle and Talk from 11:30-12:30pm. Online - Story Time
Wednesday: Well-Baby Clinic (with Health Visitors) to be booked through the
NHS and Maple Babies: Group supports for new parents from 10:00-11:00 and
12:00-1:00. Online - activities for babies
Thursday: Play and Learn: Little Scientists, activities for the under 5s from
10:00-11:00
Friday: Play and Learn: Solitary Bee to Social Butterflies: a new group for
young children (from 12 months to 3 years) who have missed key socialising
opportunities during this past year from 10:30-11:30. For the weekend online ideas and activities suitable for the whole family
Saturdays: Family Fun on 3rd Saturday of each month, Space (19th June), Under
the Sea (18th July) and Endangered Animals (15th August) from 10:00- 12:00
Weekdays 1:1 Sessions
The Maple Tree is offering 1:1 sessions to parents needing a listening ear during
these transitional times; this can be by phone, online, in the Centre or on a walk.
We are looking for Volunteers! Would like to join our committed and friendly
group of trustees? Or are you interested in helping with our sessions, working with
young children alongside our dedicated staff team? Or fundraising? Do you have a
lot of spare time or just an hour a week? All welcome!
We are here to help you, if you need help, advice or support: 01865 236700 or
07849 466249.
Email: info@mapletree.org.uk
Website: www.mapletree.org.uk
Facebook: www.facebook.com/TheMapleTreeWheatley
Laura Spencer
The Maple Tree Centre Manager
FRIENDS OF WELLS FARM
The May wet weather has made everything grow like mad at Wells Farm. Hares,
partridges and deer are now able to hide amongst the crops. Fox cubs are now
beginning to wander further by themselves. Some baby birds will fledge this month
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while others such as swifts have just started rearing their brood. Bees are now
appearing in numbers as the workers are busy collecting pollen. Did you know that
the different species of bee feed on different flowers? Some bees have much longer
tongues to reach down to the base of the bell type flowers. Try spotting different
ones by their colour or how many yellow and black rings they have on their bodies.
Butterfly numbers will start to increase as the summer imagos (flying stage) emerge.
Can you spot all the different ones?
When I wrote this on the 18th May we were still struggling with the wet weather,
rich grass and laminitis development on two of the ponies. The ponies should have
left Wells by now but laminitis can be really bad news for them. The electric fencing
you will have seen in the fields was designed to restrict the amount of grass the
ponies could eat and make them move around to increase circulation in their hooves.
The staff of BBOWT committed to many hours of their own time to feed herbs such
as comfrey, camomile, rosehip, hawthorn berry and devil’s claw to calm the
infection, reduce the inflammation and ease the pain. I hope that by the time you
have read this it will have worked and they will have moved off to pastures new.
This issue has been a country wide issue with ponies, some cattle and even sheep.
Keeping livestock is not easy! I am not an expert but continuing to provide hay
during the spring may help solve this. Unfortunately hay production was not great
last year, but we may see Wells produce its own hay in future years to solve this.
When you are out walking, take a moment to stop and watch what goes on. Look
closely at the smaller things you might normally ignore along your route. You might
be amazed at what you see.
Paul. (paulj201@hotmail.com)
NEWS FROM LITTLE MILTON SCHOOL
Small School, Big Heart, Great Start
I’m sure everybody has welcomed the gradual steps we’ve recently been able to take
towards our return to a less restricted lifestyle and we hope that we can continue
along this path in the way that the government has set out in its roadmap.
It was with great regret that we made the decision to cancel our traditional
‘Ascension Day Walk’, but we are determined to find an alternative date to get
together as a school community and go for a jolly good yomp and a picnic. That
isn’t to say that we were unable to celebrate Ascension Day in school, and we were
all extremely grateful to Teresa Quested for providing both the children and adults
with a healthy supply of iced buns to eat in celebration of this important date in the
religious calendar. This generous gesture did at least go some way towards
compensating the Y6 children for missing ‘Cake Week’ for another year – otherwise
referred to as SATs week!!
At a recent Good Work Assembly, we shared freshly discovered information that
Little Milton School hosted a group of evacuees from Crowland School in
Tottenham, during World War Two. We wrote to Crowland School with this
exciting news in the hope that we might re-establish this important historical link. It
was with great pleasure that we received a reply from the Y6 Teacher who informed
us that they too are currently learning about WW2 and would be keen for their
students to develop a relationship with our school. The teacher also informed us that
they had recently unearthed their school diary covering the wartime period and
found a reference to that same group of evacuees departing Tottenham for our
school!
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We will keep you informed of any further developments in this exciting relationship.
On a similar note, if there is anyone in the village who remembers the evacuees
attending
Little Milton School and is prepared to share their memories with us, we would be
extremely interested to hear from them. Please contact us via the school office
(01844 279310
Hannah Blest and James Bell
Interim Co – Headteachers
MORLAND HOUSE SURGERY NEWS UPDATE – MAY
COVID-19 Vaccination Programme Update
Morland House is currently vaccinating those in priority groups 1 – 9 who are still
to have their first or second dose.
Please do not contact us about vaccination appointments. We will send out
invitations to book appointments when the vaccine becomes available to us and
your priority group becomes eligible.
If you are aged 40 or over and you have not yet been contacted for your first
vaccination, you may book your vaccine online through this website
www.nhs.uk/covid-vaccination or by phoning 119.
For up-to-date information please visit
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/
BANK HOLIDAY Opening Hours
This is a reminder that both the surgery and dispensary are closed over bank
holiday weekends. Please ensure you order your repeat medication before
Monday 25th May in order for it to be ready for collection by Friday 28th May.
COVID-19 Vaccination Card
Patients with online access to their medical record (through the Patient Access app)
can now view their COVID-19 vaccination record from the home screen of the app.
This new feature will automatically be visible for patients who have already had
access to their detailed care record and immunisations enabled by their practice.
For information on how to gain online access to your medical record, please go to
www.morland-house.co.uk and search ‘Online Access’.
Visit Morland House Website
For up-to-date information about our services, please visit www.morlandhouse.co.uk
VIEW FROM VIEWS
In the last months I have mentioned that hares seem to be on the increase, now I can
say with confidence there are more than I thought having seen 5 all at once, this is
good news as there will be others, I have also been told this is the case on other
farms. The Blue Tits that have taken up residence in our newly located nest box,
must have bred quite a number of young judging by the comings and goings early
in the mornings, not sure how other birds will have fared with the advent of wetter
weather, these heavy storms will not be good for little ones. Another bonus for us
are Grey or English Partridge, a species that is struggling to survive, in spite of all
our efforts over the last few years we have never been able to see an increase.
However now there are pairs all over the farm which to me is an indication that at
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last they seem to be breeding in useful numbers. This can be due to our grass margins
providing the food they need, fingers crossed they are not found by the resident
Foxes or Kites, or the wet .
The Winter Barley now in ear, where it is a good plant it has moved very fast in
spite of the weather, like all plants/crops it has been suffering from cold rather than
moisture, has certainly now perked up after the rain and slightly warmer weather.
However I think that the diagnosis of BYVD is probably the cause of the lack of
plants and backward growth, this presents us with a problem as it is usually caused
by a carryover from the previous crop, on the green material residues referred to as
a “green bridge”. We have not encountered this problem as we have not followed
Barley with Barley, especially winter after Spring Barley, due to the fact that Winter
Barley comes to harvest at least a month before Spring Barley, (so there is less time
between harvest and planting the next crop), in reality can happen in any situation
where there is a chance that the Aphid can be carried over from a previous crop. I
mention this as it possess one of those awkward questions, “do we or don’t we”, and
either way it could be wrong. We are being encouraged, not to plough or cultivate,
as this releases carbon in to the atmosphere, so how do we control this green, do we
spray with Glyphosate, which will kill this green bridge but is likely to be banned
for health reasons, or do we cultivate.
A lot have been saying that it is lack of moisture that is causing this late spring which
is at least 2 to 3 weeks late, I personally think it is the cold as immediately we had
warmer days and nights without frost things began to grow. Just to follow on from
my TV interview the soiled grass from the winter’s flooding, was still showing up
to about the 10th May, and by the 16th may it was fairly evident that there was little
chance that the 17 acres of River Meadows would not be worth grazing, at least not
with anything like the livestock we would normally feed, meaning that other grass
fields will have to be more heavily fertilised to compensate for this lost area, thus
adding to possible pollution.
I gather that HS2 is beginning to tunnel under the Chilterns, I have great concerns
this will upset the natural water courses with some streams and springs drying up.
(on the day that this was announced this caption appeared by a picture in the daily
press “Responding to reports that the eastern branch of the HS2, which would
connect Leeds to London, is at risk of being axed, Dr Richard Wellings head of
transport at the Institute of Economic Affairs, said the whole HS2 scheme is a
vanity project which makes no sense from an economic perspective”) Never
mind the construction teams have mitigated this by planting THOUSANDS OF
TREES! How this is going to help I don’t know, but of course they know best. As
usual Government policy to bulldoze through everything has to be right! Like all the
housing, planning laws, and many other issues that are wrecking our country and
countryside without a second thought.
This Year we are planning if allowed to run the “Chilton Vintage Tractor Run” in
aid of the “Thames Valley Air Ambulance”, on the 4 th July, I hope as many of you
as in the past, whether or not we are able to make the run, support me in raising
funds for this invaluable cause. Although cancelled last year due to corvid, I still
managed to collect over £1,000 through the generosity of readers and others for
which they were eternally grateful. This year I have once again got a Just Giving
page https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/Charles-Peers5
Just a comment on Covid we learn that the Indian variant is a worry, “why oh why”!
are we still allowing travel from that country????
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Charles Peers
GREAT HASELEY AND DISTRICT HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY
It is that time of year again when the greenhouse is full to overflowing with plants
which are growing fast, flowering and desperate to grow more. Each morning I
open up and move outside as many of the plants as I can to get some fresh air and
begin to acclimatise to the big outside world. I think that by the weekend they will
be good to stay outside for the summer. I note that a frost is likely very early on
Thursday morning so we will need to be especially careful on Wednesday evening
to protect anything very tender.
This has been a very unusual spring with April very cold and dry and recording
many nights of frost. Our Wisteria sinensis on the courtyard wall looked fabulous
and was overwhelmingly perfumed. The perfume was added to by Rhododendron
fragrantissima with its highly scented pinky white bell-shaped flowers. It has been
frosted completely each spring for several years now so I had threatened it with the
compost heap; it responded well! Sadly, yet again, our potted standard Wisteria in
a pot has had its buds entirely frosted. I think that too is living on borrowed time.
May has followed on with what is likely to be the wettest weather on record and it
is still cold. Many plants are well behind in their development. We have a lovely
little Malus floribunda which was about two weeks late into flower for only the
second time in its almost 25 year life. It still looks lovely except where it has
received the attention of the pigeons which seem to delight in simply picking off the
buds as they do with Wisteria where whole flowering stems lay on the ground
unopened. There are far too many pigeons, in my opinion, especially when they do
so much damage without even eating what they damage. Farmers must really
struggle due to their bizarre protection under the law. Our lawyer son looked at the
law after we informed him that, no, we couldn’t do anything about them, and had to
agree we were correct.
On another bird happening, we rarely see starlings in the garden, but this year we
have a nesting pair which sit on the Wisteria taking the morning sun. Their
iridescent feathers look magnificent; they are indeed stunningly beautiful birds. My
daughter-in-law could not believe her eyes when she saw a murmuration near
Chearsley
The deer, which make the meadow look like African savannah, have decided our
garden is an all you can eat buffet. Then there are the rabbits and the squirrels….
Down in the vegetable garden, things are coming on well. We have eaten asparagus
and early salad leaves. The beans in the man greenhouse have flowers which is
exciting. Outside beans are not even in the ground – far too early down there with
its much cooler microclimate. There are rapidly growing gooseberries which I need
to keep on top of so we get to eat them rather than the birds. The rhubarb is huge
(it’s loving all the rain)! I am hoping that we might actually get some Victoria plums
this year. Every previous year birds have eaten the buds or frost has destroyed the
young fruit. This year, maybe there are too many and the tree too large. I have no
hopes for the cherries, but the trees are pretty in themselves and at least the cherries
get eaten and not just wantonly destroyed. When my son and his family lived in
London, they had more cherries than they could eat. When I asked why the birds
hadn’t eaten them all, he said “Have you seen a bird? There aren’t any because the
cats have eaten them all!”
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John Howell MP writes
May 2021
This month will bring with it a major step forward in the COVID19 recovery
programme, which is welcomed. I know that many people have been enjoying the
opportunity to meet up with friends again outdoors, but the weather has, quite
literally, put a damper on that! The new opportunity to meet indoors, and to be able
to stay overnight with people, is good news. The progress that has been made to
enable this is also good news. With the virus deemed to be supressed in most of the
constituency I know that many people are looking forward to a more normal way of
life. The vaccination programme has, of course, played a huge part in this and my
thanks to those who have come forward to take up the vaccination. However there
are still many people who have yet to be offered the vaccine and so I encourage
everyone, including those who have already been offered the vaccine, to remain
vigilant and follow the guidance for the sake of these people.
One thing that I have very much missed during lockdown and under COVID
restrictions is being able to meet people within the constituency. Prior to the
pandemic, along with all other MPs, my Fridays and sometimes weekends were
filled with visits to schools, businesses, charities and meetings with individuals and
groups to discuss a wide range of issues and concerns. Some of this has continued
through virtual meetings but I am looking forward to getting out and about more and
seeing what is going on for myself. Once all restrictions are lifted, hopefully in June,
I will be looking to schedule visits and meetings. Please do get in touch is there is
something you would like me to come to.
One thing that I plan to continue is virtual surgeries. This has been one very positive
thing that has emerged from lockdown. The constituency is geographically spread
and, although I move surgeries around, people wanting to meet with me would
sometimes have to travel some distance. With online opportunities we have been
able to save people much time and at the same time reduce car journeys. In future
we can determine the best way to meet according to the time needed and the travel
involved.
With the beginning of the new parliamentary session we have some important new
legislation coming forward. Much of the detail is yet to be published but as
information is available I would welcome, as always, views on proposals. Email
remains the quickest form of communication. If you have an issue that you would
like to raise with me, if possible, please email me at john.howell.mp@parliament.uk.
If you cannot email you can write to me at the House of Commons, London, SW1
0AA or PO Box 84, Watlington, OX49 5XD. Please be aware that remote working
means that it is taking longer for mail to get through to me.
DEADLINE REMINDER – Please note that unless articles are in the hands of the
Editor by the 18th of the month (unless otherwise stated), such articles will miss the
scheduled Newsletter. The views expressed in this Newsletter are not necessarily
those of the Editor or the Parish Council. All material for inclusion in the July 2021
Newsletter should be with the Editor at 27 Chiltern View, Little Milton, by 8.00
p.m. on 18th June. The Editor reserves the right not to print items submitted for
publication and to edit those items, which are published
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Tues
Wed
Thurs
Frid.
Sun
Mon
Tues
Wed
Thurs
Frid.
Sun
Mon.
Tues.
Wed
Thurs
Frid.
Sat
Sun
Mon
Tues
Wed
Thurs
Frid
Sun
Mon.
Tues
Wed

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY: JUNE 2021
9.30– 10.30 a.m. Exercise Class- Pine Lodge
9.30 – 3.30 p.m. Adv. Textile workshop – Pine Lodge
6.00 – 7.00 p.m. Exercise Class – Pine :Lodge
9.30 –10.30 a.m. Pilates: Pine Lodge
9.00 a.m.
Holy Communion - St Mary’s
10.30-11.30a.m. Fitness/Yoga – Pine Lodge
9.30– 10.30 a.m. Exercise class- Pine Lodge
9.30 – 3.30 p.m. Adv. Textile workshop – Pine Lodge
8.00 p.m.
Parish Council – Pine Lodge
10th
6.00 – 7.00 p.m. Exercise Class – Pine :Lodge
7.00-9.00 p.m.
WI – Sunnyhill Vineyard, Horspath
11th
9.30 –10.30 a.m. Pilates: Pine Lodge
13th
9.00 a.m.
Holy Communion: St Peter’s
14th
10.30-11.30a.m. Fitness/Yoga – Pine Lodge
15th
9.30– 10.30 a.m. Exercise Class- Pine Lodge
16th
9.30 – 3.30 p.m. Adv. Textile workshop – Pine Lodge
17th
6.00 – 7.00 p.m. Exercise Class – Pine :Lodge
18th
9.30 –10.30 a.m. Pilates: Pine Lodge
19th
2.00-5.00 p.m.
Roving Fete in Little Milton
20th
9.00 a.m.
Holy Communion- St James’
21st
10.30-11.30a.m. Fitness/Yoga – Pine Lodge
22nd
9.30– 10.30 a.m. Exercise Class- Pine Lodge
23rd
9.30 – 3.30 p.m. Adv. Textile workshop – Pine Lodge
24th
6.00 – 7.00 p.m. Exercise Class – Pine :Lodge
25th
9.30 –10.30 a.m. Pilates: Pine Lodge
27th
10.00 a.m.
Benefice Holy Communion- St Peter’s
28th
10.30 a.m.
Fitness/Yoga – Pine Lodge
29th
9.30– 10.30 a.m. Exercise Class- Pine Lodge
30th
9.30 – 3.30 p.m. Adv. Textile workshop – Pine Lodge
1st
2nd
3rd
4th
6th
7th
8th
9th
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KEY TELEPHONE NUMBERS
Age UK

01865 890879

Naheed Qureshi

Citizens Advice Bureau

0808 278 7907

Thame & District

Church: St James

01844 278349

Revd. Simon Cronk

Doctors

01865 872448
111
0845 345 8995
999

Morland Surgery
Out of Hours Service
NHS Helpline
Medical Emergencies

Little Milton Shop

01844 279978

Alison Shelton (Manager)

Little Milton School

01844 279310

Head:

Milk Deliveries

07773006485

A J Woods Ltd

MUGA

Bookings for the courts are made at the Post Office

Neighbourhood Watch

01844 279468

Mark Willis

Newsletter

01844 279150

Raymond Fergusson (Editor)

OCC

01865 792422

All enquiries

Parish Council

01844 278180

Pine Lodge
01844 279535
0844 7255568

Francois Van der Merwe (Chair)
Andrea Oughton (Clerk)
Giles Denby
Linda Lovegrove (Bookings)
24/7 Call out service

Police

101

Thames Valley Police
(Non-emergency)

Post Office

01844 279001

Public Transport

01865 323201

Comet

SODC

01235 422422

All enquiries

Southern Electric

0800 0727 282

Emergency Number

Thames Water

0800 3169 800

Emergency Number

The Lamb

01844 279527

Ian & Des

Biffa (Verdant)

03000 610610

All enquiries

Alison Shelton (Postmistress)

For all other numbers go to website www.littlemilton.org.uk

22

