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Coronavirus (COVID19)

Advice and support on Coronavirus
National advice on Coronavirus t ° s c h g n (
the time, so keep up to date with daily updatesfto
make sure yolare getting accurate information!

Take care where you look for advice and

guidance, and make sure that you are using

verified sites for information as there is a lot of

i ncorrect or ‘scam’ ajd v

moment. Always use the advice belawrh makes
sense and check it regularly for updates.

The following are some key websites

Coronavirus -What you need to do: Government advife
https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus

NHS England for advice on protecting yourself
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirusovid-19/

Public Health England for up to date advice and guidange
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/pubhealth-
englandincluding Easy Read and language translations

Updates from Oxfordshire County Council

https://news.oxfordshire.gov.uk/coronavirtigformation-from-
the-government/



https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/public-health-england
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/public-health-england
https://news.oxfordshire.gov.uk/coronavirus-information-from-the-government/
https://news.oxfordshire.gov.uk/coronavirus-information-from-the-government/

THE NEXT PARISH COUNCIL MEETING WILL BE ON 9th
SEPTEMBER 2020

The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held on 9th September 2020. This
will be a Zoom meeting and open to members of the public)

Current Council members

Councillor Alaric Smith ( Chairman) 01844 279993
Councillor Francois Van Der Merwe (Vice Chair) 01844 278180
Councillor Howard Harrison 01844 279946
Councillor Adam Sheppard 01844 279217
Councillor Steve Sidhu 01844 279448
Councillor David Wakeling 01844 278014
Parish Clerk Raymond Fergusson 01844 279150
Imparishcouncil@btinternet.com
County Councillor: Stephen Harrod 01844 278068
District Councillor Caroline Newton 01491 614662

SODC: WASTE MANAGEMENT CONTRACT

The minimum charge is £34 for up to 3 items and £7 for each additional item.
There is a maximum of six items per collection day: if you have more than six,
you'll need to book another collection day. Please note that a bed and mattress
counts as 2 items and a three piece suite (consisting of 1 settee and 2 chairs) counts
as 3 items. N.B. Payments by credit card are subject to a 1.36% surcharge.

Before you contact us to book your bulky waste collection, have a good think
about whether you have any other big items to dispose of. Once we have
processed your booking, we are unable to make any alterations or add any
other items — even if you have only booked one or two items.

To arrange this service residents can call the Public Amenities Team on
01235 422406 or book on line from the Council’s website www.southoxon.gov.uk

Give your furniture to a good home

Have you considered donating your furniture to charity or a good home? Emmaus
is an Oxford based charity that will come out to all areas of the county and collect
unwanted furniture free of charge. For legal or practical reasons this does not include
soft furnishings without a fire label, safety items, or any item that is not in a saleable
condition. Please visit the Emmaus website for more details.

BIFFA: WASTE COLLECTION DATES - SEPTEMBER 2020

Brown Grey Green Food
2nd September ** No Yes No Yes
8th September Yes No Yes Yes
15th September No Yes No Yes
22nd September Yes No Yes Yes
29th September No Yes No Yes

** Revised date due to Bank Holiday

The Oxfordshire County Council Waste Recycling Centres at Redbridge, Drayton
(near Abingdon) and Oakley Wood are open seven days a week including Bank
Holidays from 8.00 a.m. — 5.00 p.m.
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THE RECTOR’S PINT
When | get to Heaven, please tell me there will be no Risk Assessments.

In this brave new world, there is barely a day when some new guidance or update
does not come crashing into my inbox, It would seem we have to have a Risk
Assessment for virtually everything.

I had a grand vision for Harvest, but at the moment, | don’t know if it can come off
as | had hoped. We are obviously not going to be able to have our usual Harvest
services, lunches, or suppers this year, so | thought of something that perhaps we
could do.

As many of you know, we have re-started one 9am service each week in church,
followed by the 11am Zoom service, and this pattern will continue for the time
being. However, at the end of September, | thought, “Why don’t we replace the
Zoom service, just once, and encourage people to come together, outside, for a
traditional Harvest service where we can sing Harvest hymns together?’

Apparently, this might be a problem. Here is the guidance for such events:

fi | wlorshippingin a churchyard,small groupsof professionakingers(thosewho
areemployedo doso)will beableto singin front of worshippersSingingin groups
shouldbe limited to professionalsingersonly, and should be limited to a small
groupof people.Thesingersandtheworshippershouldbe outdoors,asdefinedas
aplaceofwor shi po

In my exasperation, | shared this with someone who explained that professional
singers are trained to expel air in a far more controlled, and therefore contained, way
than we amateurs. | was disappointed. Done well, music is a great gift in worship:
fi C o rne¢ us sing for joy to the Lord; let us shoutaloud to the Rock of our
s al v a(Psalro 9% Vebse 1).

I hope that by the end of September we will be able to sing some Harvest hymns,
but even if we can’t | would like to do something *Harvesty’. The plan therefore, is
that on Sunday 27" September there will be a 9am Holy Communion at St Mary’s
Great Milton, after which we will gather in St Peter’s Churchyard for a Harvest
service at 11am.

We will space ourselves at the top of the churchyard, looking over that sensational
view towards the Chilterns. If possible, we will sing. If the guidance still suggests
that we cannot, then we won’t. But we will still be able to come together and share.
Of course it will depend on the weather!

All three churches will be open on that Sunday, with Harvest decorations for
people to visit and enjoy. There will also be a Harvest walk in the afternoon,
taking in all three churches. | really hope as many of us as possible will take this
opportunity to come together and celebrate the joy that we have been able to find in
our countryside, in a bountiful Harvest, and in friendship and community, during
this difficult time.

Oh, we will need Risk Assessments. These will naturally include considering the
greater risk of worshippers falling over gravestones in the Churchyard, than of a
virus actually being spread by non-professional singing...

Simon
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BENEFICE SERVICES SEPTEMBER

Live Virtual Service
Service Zoom
9.00 11.00
Sunday Great Milton Invitation
6th September St Mary’s To Zoom
Trinity 13 Communion Morning Prayer
APCM
St Peter’s 12.15 p.m.
Sunday Great Haseley Invitation
13th September St Peter’s To Zoom
Trinity 14 Communion BCP Morning Prayer
APCM
St James’ 12.15 p.m.
Sunday Little Milton Invitation
20th September St James’ To Zoom
Trinity 15 Communion Morning Prayer
APCM
St Mary’s 12.15 p.m.
Sunday Great Milton
27th September St Mary’s
Trinity 16 Communion
Benefice Harvest
Gathering
St Peter’s Churchyard
11.00 a.m.

GREAT MILTON METHODIST CHURCH SERVICES

The Methodist Church has advised that all churches will cease having services
forthwith until further notice.

For further info. Please contact Rev Canon Dr Martin Wellings on 01865
243216

CHURCH CLEANING ROTA FOR SEPTEMBER

W/E 6th September - Mrs E. Summers & Mrs Anne Hawkins
W/E 13th September - Mrs A Blagg & Mrs C D’Aeth

W/E 20th September - Mrs M Davies & Mrs S A Dennis

WI/E 27th September - Mrs L. Lovegrove & Mrs C Coward
WI/E 4th October - Mrs A Jones & Mrs Sarah Smith
GRASS CUTTING ROTA: SEPTEMBER

W/E 6th September - David Arnold

WI/E 13th September - Howard Harrison

WI/E 20th September - David Hawkins

W/E 27th September - Raymond Fergusson



Oxfordshire Historic Churches Trust

JRIBE+STRIDES

35th Sponsored Ride & Stride
SATURDAY 12th SEPTEMBER

In aid of the Historic Churches Trust and St James’ Church
Our village has in the past participated in this above event. It is a very
effective way of raising funds for our church and supporting the Historic
Churches Trust. The number of Riders and Striders has sadly diminished
over the years and the one rider (cyclist) last year is not able to participate
this time.

Are there any riders or striders out there who could enter this year and take
part? If you could walk around a few churches or better still cycle a few
more could you please contact me for more details. This is a national event
and would prove to be an interesting trip for any participant. | await your
calls!

Anne Hawkins 279526 or-enail annemhawkins@hotmail.co.uk

CHURCH FETE RAFFLE 2020

The winners will be included in the October newsletter but a notice of the winners
will be posted in the Little Milton Shop. The committee would like to thank
everyone for their generosity and mutual support for the parish church

Lindsay Heath

FRIENDS OF LITTLE MILTON SCHOOL-200 CLUB
The August and September winners will be included in the October newsletter. |
thank you for your continuing support.

Diane Austin: Little Milton School 200 Club Organiser
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SEWING GROUP IS BACK!

Having met on Zoom several times we’ve begun meeting face-to-face, initially
outside but latterly — socially distanced — inside, so here is our next place and date
for meeting:

Tuesday September 15" from 11.00 onwards at Spring Cottage in the Haseley Road.

Please telephone Sally Ann on 278029 if you’re planning on staying to lunch so that
enough food can be provided!
S.A. Dennis

NEWS FROM THE PINE LODGE

We are really happy to finally reopen the village hall on 1% September after several
months of inactivity. The hall is now setup to meet the current government
guidelines for public facilities. Based on the current government advice for Halls,
we are regrettably limited to activities with a maximum of 30 participants in the
hall at a time to safely meet the required spacing guidelines.

The next Quiz Night at the Hall with supper provided as usual is being organized
for mid-October, details to follow.

Based on discussions our regular users we believe the following activities are
planned to restart in September, however please contact the organizers for
confirmation and details.

Regular activities at the hall:
Yoga & Fitness with Yvonne on Mondays at 10.30am
Pilates with Lee on Wednesdays at 6pm and Fridays at 9.30am
Advanced Textile workshop every Wednesday 9:30 — 15:30
WI on 2™ Thursday of the month 19:00
Craft Club on the third Wednesday of the month at 19.30

For more details about events or to book the hall please contact
linda.pinelodge@yahoo.com

gilesdenby@yahoo.com

LITTLE MILTON VILLAGE HALL POETRY COMPETITON

Although we did not have as many entries as hoped for, those that did submit a poem
were very enthusiastic and talented as reflected by our judge, Ian McMillan’s
comments. Also we have discovered an illustrator and artist in Leslie Denby! So
thank you all very much for your support and participating, especially our joint
junior winners Tessa and Sophie who brought a tear to my eye. - Steve Willis

“Thanks so much for | etting me read
talent!”

I reckon we should say that both the young people are winners!

Tessa: Acrostic poems aren’'t Walldomet o
Tessa!

Little Milton by Tessa aged 6

Little Milton is a special place

| like Little Milton

The Pine Lodge has the best cupcakes
The Church has one clock

Little Milton is the best
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Every flower is nice

Maypole Evening is at the rec

I like my school in Little Milton

Little Milton is small

Teachers teaching at Little Milton School
Old houses with thatched roofs

Nursery children playing at The Orchard.

Sophie: | really like the way the repetition in the poem gives it a strong rhythm,
andllovetheabout St James’ Churchl!

I love Little Milton-by Sophie aged 6

I love Little Milton because

the school is really fun

I love Little Milton because

there are lots of fields and wildlife

| love Little Milton because

there are friendly teachers at the school

| love Little Milton because

the rec is really fun

I love Little Milton because

we do really fun stuff at The Pine Lodge
I love Little Milton because

I have really good friends there

| love Little Milton because

St James’s Church is there and my brother is called James.
I love Little Milton!

Adult Section-winners at the end of the poems.

Who Dun It? Jayne Lewis.A very good poem that speaks about these times with
a real ' ightness of touch. Some | ovel
first day covers’ is very special

Who Dun It? by Jayne Lewis

Now creeps the close of day

And a gentle knock on door

A familiar face, an enquiring smile

Props in hand and ready to perform.

Take the path at the side, if that’s no trouble
and skirt around our social bubble!

The luscious lawn his new stage set

The faded canvas chair my throne

A fresh towel swirls like a matador’s cloak
The sky alive with evening songsters

He’s here to tackle this yearned for job

And at last starts to tame the unruly bob!
Talk of cancelled trips to far off climes

But no banter about a favourite team

Just missing friends and family

Now seeing their faces like a grid of first day covers
We “long in the tooth “baby boomers

Fast becoming expert Zoomers!




Small pleasures are now feeding the soul.

Silence, birdsong, tasty takeaways

Films, books and lying in the sun

As we reminisce about the long-gone days

It reminds me of a game from our younger years

The masked barber, in the garden with a pair of shears!

Click Click by Barrie Hoban
This says so much in a few lines about all our experiences in this very strange
year. The last three lines are really chilling

Click Click -Bazza

Click, Click I can’t hear you

Is it all over or we are just zooming through?
Pull the blinds to clear the blinding light
Flashing blue, footsteps in the night

Click, Click I can’t see you any more
All masked up and ready for the store
zooming in, zooming out no more
No smell no taste no delight

Flashing blue, footsteps in the night

Click, Click are you still there?

hot and cold a ghostly stare

each breath | take more care

the hissing sound of silence as | float through the air
Flashing blue, footsteps in the night

Click, Click “404 error” missing content...
I have passed on to another life
Flashing blue, footsteps in the night

Giles. Hardly Noticed. Ilike the way the sound of the poem builds through the
first stanza as the bikers arrive,
jackhammer s’

Hardly Noticed by Giles Denby

A dull rumble in the distance,

It builds to a pulsing beat,

A descending flock of jackhammers,
Thumping on a mechanical drum,
Windows begin to shake and rattle,
Conversation, impossible, stops again,

Their passing message screams,

“Look at me” In their sad overweight pack,
Desperate for identity,

Clad In leather waistcoats and studs

Harley badges on everything in case they forget,
It must be the weekend and the sun shining.




The Fairy Door. Leslie Denbyrhis poem needs to be read aloud, with its shifting
pulsesand rhythms, and the different lengths of the lines give us a very skilful
map of how t o theedgosr mhattch/li nl iakec o'l ou
much.

The Fairy Door by Leslie Denby
By the stream, over the bridge,
According to the lore,

There is a tree by the path,

And in it,

A fairy door,

Do you want to know more?

You may not find it,

Or even know,

As it has a disguise to keep us slow,

In fact,

It looks like a place spiders have come to make their nest,
Or an ow! at night would like to come to rest,

Perhaps a robin, with leaves and straw?

Or a maybe a slithery snake,

But make no mistake,

You might pause, when | tell you the true cause.

It is the door,

Used every day,

By the folk with wings | say,

Those naughty ones who like to explore,
Who like to ride out of the core,

In great battalions they must go,
Because these fairy’s are pretty low,
They don't twinkle in the dew,

Or browse the flowers with stuff to do,
These fairy’s are on a mission and like to spar
And in some cases,

Actually go to war.

By wing or by stick

You have to be quick

To see the tricky fairies

Tumble out, sneaky and slick,
They are laden,

Look there’s a maiden,

With Bows and arrows,

And little narrow Spears,

Made from the beaks of sparrows.

Because in truth they really shout,
They flap and caw to bring them out,
Swooping in formation,

Because they are attacking

The black bird nation,

That little wood circle which is down the path
10




That children might sit and have a class?

But do not know that just above

Are thousands of fairies,

Not having fun

Or making a pun

But

Acre riding great brown birds with their weapons,
Can guess who has decided to step in?

These Flying steeds are full of thoughts of bad deeds.
Great Kites,

Soaring and diving,

Screeching and calling,

It’s really appalling

And makes such a ruckus

You’d think they want to shock us,

We might even think

The fairies are in retreat and they’ve been beat.

But,

Way up by the nests,

You see,

Those little folk who come from the tree,
Avre searching for jewels

They are a little cru-el.

Teasing the black birds with their brown feathered dragons,
Spreading their tal-ons,
Not pals ....mum,

The rooks go with the flow,

Flapping and calling to strike a bargain,
Good luck those foes don’t want their jargon,
And try in vain to stop their quest.

These little folks are more than just a pest.

It is not nice, not nice at all
Because the little imps,

Like to glimpse,

And jump into the nests,

A not as guests,

Because they don’t come to beg,
Because with their legs,

One by one

They steal their eggs.

And then

What happens?

The tale’s not done,

Those naughty fairies

Are not wary,

They bring those eggs to the door
where the queen awaits,

Ready for more?

11



Rooks eggs, you see

are like treasure in their land,
Inside the tree,

And with their hands,

They do not break,

Because they are not fake,

Cool ovals of white,

Might it be for spite?

Don’t worry they don’t eat them,
They just want to greet them.

Watch, do you see the Queen then casts a spell?
The words, I’'m afraid I cannot tell,

And then?

A sparkle and a twist

Of awand and a fist,

The magic packs a punch

Then there’s a crunch,

Then CRACK!

The eggs hatch

In a colourful parallax!

Surprise!

Can’t you tell?

What has happened with that spell?
Out of the shells,

Pop little fairies,

And that’s pretty swell.

John LewisLike a lot of the poetry written in these times, this poem is very
personal and because of that it’'s won

Lockdown — by John Lewis

Christmas was done the decorations away
Thoughts turned to spring and a longer day

Plans were made some even enacted

Then along came the virus and they were retracted

They closed the clubs, the pictures and pubs
They even shut the Frewen

That was bad, as bad as I’ve known

A social life in ruin

Then work got scarce the boss said goodbye
Without orders you’re no longer needed
We love you and your work though

So return when Covid’s receded.

That’s potentially doom, but out of the gloom
The politicians invented a furlough

For some this was heaven, still in bed at seven
And relaxing at home on full pay

But when it’s your firm you’ve no way to earn
So you look for a new income stream

12



An old colleague is called, remember me of old?
And thank heaven for Microsoft Teams

The change has been good, re-focused my mind
I’ve zoomed and contacted people

I’m out of a groove feel more on the move

Am | just lucky?

A Lockdown Lexicon by Eirian Griffiths. Like the John Lewis poem, here is the
universal in the local. Poems like these are the source material that historians will
be usingin the future to help them fathom 2020. Very good poem.

A Lockdown Lexicon by Eirian Griffiths

And so it

Begins, one Monday in March.

Covid restrictions, community clapping.

Digging a veg patch.

(Energy-sapping.)

Flatten the curve. Family trees grow more branches. Nesting

Goldfinches, greenfinches, jostle for square inches.

“Happy Birthday” handwashing. Homeschool heartaches

... the heat breaks in April.

IT refreshers, ICU pressures (as planned ops are canned).

Journeys abandoned, jet planes remain grounded; tune in to the Song of the Birds.
Kites—Milton’s own Milvus milvuswhistle as they work to clean up.

Larks ascend. Lockdown locks descend (home haircuts—

M6 a i YMaygDay. Masks. Midsummer. (No Masques.)

NHS marks its 72nd anniversary. Novel virus. New normal.

Online shopping. Jobs on the line. Olympics postponed.

Pandemic Professionals Expire (in PPE). PE with Joe . . . ppp

Quiet

... Queues. Quarantine. Kids questing for

Rainbows (rooting for Rosen). Routine, routine, rinse and repeat.

Swallows return. Spring unfurls into a splashy summer. Sanitise everything!
Tomatoes swopped for potatoes are flourishing, thundery rain is nourishing the
Undergrowth, and unpredictable overgrowth (more home haircuts).

Virus still lurking, Vaccines not yet working. The village stays alert
Waiting, wondering, wandering the bridlepaths (clockwise and widdershins),
watching the wildlife.

Extraordinary times . . . an abundance of wild flowers in Wells Farm this year; we
all

Yearn to breathe free . . . and we learn how [*on YouTube] to

... Zoom

Hope.By Carol Willis.

| like the rhythms and rhymes here, and the way the poem is written out of saying
that you can’'t write a poem and itian sti
we're all i n.

Hope by Carol Willis
Write a poem you cry
It’s easy, just try
But I can’t I say
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I have no words to convey
No words of interest

Or thoughts to digest
Nothing brimming, or brooding
In these times of unrest
What can | write

That would change a thing
In these present times

We find ourselves in

It’s been written before
Who wants to hear more
Of that vile creature
Eroding us all

But there’s fun out there

If we all give a care

We can move on and enjoy
Our lives once more

So come on you chaps
Down at our labs

Find a cure for everyone
And bring on twenty twenty one

| like the form and playfulness of this poem very much. Some poems like this
outstay their weldoemen’'dut this Maisie

Guess Who? By Maisie Willis
Bad Jibes

Boastful Judge

Belly Jolly

Beaming Jowls

Bitter Jurors
Bumbling Juggernaut
Bitter Journalists
Bashful Juggler
Boyish Japes

Blonde Jester

Bonny Junior

Big Job

Well done everybody. First prize to Eirian Griffiths (£30), and the second prize
to Jayne Lewis (£20).

PS Look out for a recipe competition coming soon
Steve Willis

VILLAGE LUNCH
Our next lunch will be on Thursday 17th September 2020. Everyone is welcome
including visitors to the Village so do try and come along. A two course menu £12.
Please give lan or Des a ring at the Lamb on 01844 279527.

14



LITTLE MILTON WI

In August we had a day trip to Rycote Chapel, followed by a delicious cream tea at
The Belfry. Thank you to Sarah for the extensive tour of the gorgeous garden and
chapel. Well worth a visit to this historical place on our doorstep
(www.rycote.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/visiting).

Our next meeting is on Thursday 10th September when we plan to be back at the
Pine Lodge. Up to date information will be on the Pine Lodge Facebook page or
contact me to be added to the email distribution list.

Please phone, email or join us if you’re feeling lonely, want a chat, fancy joining
WI. Everyone welcome.

Do you live in Little Milton, Great Milton or The Haseleys, want to meet new
people, make new friends? Then join Little Milton W1 and meet like-minded, local
women of all ages in an informal, friendly group.

We meet every 2" Thursday of the month

Too shy to come by yourself? Contact me & I’ll find you a WI buddy.
Like us at www.facebook.com/Impinelodge
Details & news on the Pine Lodge page at www.littlemilton.org.uk

Kath Stacey 279438 or emdittlemiltonwi@oxfordshirewi.co.uk

WELLS FARMALLOTMENTS

September is a time to dig up your potatoes before they get riddled with holes from
wireworms, cutworms or even eelworms. | usually leave mine too late! Squashes
are now maturing and parsnips thickening up ready for the frosts to improve the
flavour. Now is the time to sit back and celebrate all the successes of the year.
Growing your own food is hard work, but it is also great exercise, getting some fresh
air and enjoying the real taste of something without herbicides, pesticides or other
chemicals. Provided nature leaves some for you

THE PRICE OF
com&osT

Ll
TRIPLED!

Paul. (paulj201@hotmail.com
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The | Maple Tree

Although The Maple Tree still remains closed, we are hoping to reopen very soon
to run a limited programme. Myself, other staff members and the Trustees are
following current Government guidelines in order to plan how we can safely return
to run face to face sessions as well as sorting and tidying the Maple Tree ready for
our eventual reopening. Do keep an eye on our facebook page for good quality
items to take in return for a voluntary donation to The Maple Tree.

In the meantime we continue to run a remote programme. Our Facebook page and
website continue to be active and there are lots of fabulous ideas to do at home
with your children as well as useful links to other trusted agencies. You will find
cooking videos, gardening videos and much more -
https://www.facebook.com/TheMapleTreeWheatley/

We run interactive Facebook Live sessions on a Tuesday morning at 11am for
storytelling and singing (suitable for babies and children). Do join us and request a
favourite song or two.

If you or anybody else that you know has given birth during the pandemic, you are
welcome to join one of our new virtual baby groups on a Wednesday morning for
babies born in Oxfordshire since the 1%t March 2020. These groups are very popular
and we try to group parents with other parents from the same area - we already have
over 90 new parents subscribed. If you would like to join us for the 10am session,
email hayley@mapletree.org.uk and we will send you a zoom invite. We have also
run one off courses such as Baby Sleep and Introducing Solids as well as Common
Childhood IlInesses.

APPEAL FOR NEW TRUSTEES

We are looking for more members from our local area to join our committed and
friendly group of charity trustees. We are keen to recruit volunteers with a
background/expertise in finance and accountancy, premises management and
ICT/data collection. However, we would also welcome trustees from other
backgrounds who are able to help us. If you would like more information about the
Maple Tree, or a chat about what is involved in becoming a trustee, please contact
Jane Lightfoot at jane@mapletree.org.uk. Do have a look at our website for more
information: www.mapletree.org.uk. Please spread the word if you know anyone
who might be interested in finding out more.

If you need any kind of support, do contact us either through our facebook page, by
emailing Hayley or through our new web-site www.mapletree.org

Hayley Hayle(Coordinator)

MASK TREE
Thank you so much to all those who have picked a mask from the tree and
generously donated towards the new school garden. To date an incredible £1,300
has been raised.

My thanks go to the shop who are kindly now hosting the tree. New masks are being
added at regular intervals so please come and have a look. There are plenty of
different sizes and colours but if you want something specific just let me know and
I will see what | can do.
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I should also like to thank those villagers who have donated fabric to keep the
production line going -your support has been really helpful.

Keep safe
TeresaQuestedt.quested@btinternet.com

OVER HANGING VEGETATION

As parish clerk I sometimes receive a communication from a resident that is
concerned with the footpath being restricted by overhanging vegetation from
properties that abut the footpath. | suspect that we are unaware the hedging, plants
or tree branches are causing any problem and in some cases can be dangerous. Could
| ask that you look around your property to ensure that there is no inconvenience
being caused as result of over-hanging vegetation.

| appreciate your support

Raymond Fergusson
Parish Clerk

FRIENDS OF WELLS FARM

September. Did you know, this month gets its name from the Latin for “seven” as it
was originally the seventh month in the Roman calendar, with March being the first.
September was also called “Harvest Month” in Charlemagne’s calendar and “Barley
Month” for the Anglo-Saxons. September was a time for celebrating a successful
harvest and giving thanks. As you walk along the paths, take a look at nature’s
harvest in the hedgerows. Most may not be edible for us but the many different
berries are perfect for keeping the various birds and mammals alive through the
winter. If you find a hazel bush, take a look underneath and see how many discarded
nutshells there are. Most likely they are from the invasive eastern grey squirrel, but
occasionally you can spot some with just a small hole chiselled out. These could be
wood mice, bank voles or in some places the rare hazel dormouse.

Feel free to take your secateurs with you on your walks and snip back the vegetation
crossing the paths. Don’t forget to take 5 minutes out to stand or sit, take in the
scenery and breathe the fresh air.

Paul. (paulj201@hotmail.com

VILLAGE INFORMATION GROUP

From time to time there is information that would be informative to residents of the
village. It might be a communication from Homes England or an email from
SODC/OCC or just a be-aware type communication. | already have about 27
residents who have given me permission to use their emails for this sort of
information. There is already a Neighbourhood Watch Group that is specifically for
Neighbourhood Watch although occasionally | have used the distribution list to
share some data. A data base of emails really is an excellent way to instantly
distribute information. Under GDPR you need to apply to join the distribution group

If you would like to be added to either or both distribution lists please send me an
email requesting to be added. You can always be taken off the list at any time.

Raymond Fergusson
fergie.miltonl@btinternet.com

PS I have added more residents to the distribution group but a few more would be
great. This not spam but hopefully a range of District and County matters of
interest as well as the odd BREAKING NEWS!
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FROM OUR FRENCH CORRESPONDENT

COVID 19 & FRANCE

Well, complacency has set in in parts of France, so new cases have risen to over
3000 on some days recently. Here in Lot Et Garonne the situation is still very safe,
but other areas such as Marseille & Paris have been hit again.

The UK imposed a quarantine order on all UK residents returning from France from
last weekend-the order was issued at 11pm, requiring residents to return by 4 am (30
hours later) so if you missed the warning that night you had less than 24 hours to
organize and affect your return!

DROUGHT-AGAIN!

After having congratulated myself on planting replacement vines when the weather
was wet, since the end of May we have had no significant rain at all, bar one
thunderstorm last weekend (15" August) which gave about 1 inch of rain. The
ground has dried out, and many vines (about 20%) have lost all their leaves. I started
to water with the hose in the second week of July, but it has taken me a month to
water all the vines, so for many | suspect it has been too late.

This is obviously frustrating, but I am beginning to understand more about the soil
in the vineyard and what needs to be done. When the soil test was done, samples
were taken in a diagonal across the field, and all topsoil samples were placed in one
bucket, and all subsoil samples into another. The topsoil and subsoil were then
analySed, and the results suggested all was well. What | had not realised was that
this was an average only-so some parts of the field were very fertile, others not
at all. This was due to the previous owners breeding ducks-the ducks stayed close
to the house (where the food was) so the ground there is good. Further out, there is
little or no nutrient or organic material to hold moisture, so the vines are dying.

I mentioned in the last letter that the vines were showing a deficiency of phosphorus-
this element is responsible for root growth, so that hasn’t helped either.

MORE ORGANIC MATERIAL

The soil test came back with a figure of 2.6 % for the organic material in the soil,
(the ideal is between 2% and 3%) but clearly there are some areas where that figure
is much lower, so more needs to be added. A trip to my next door neighbour who
has a dairy farm is therefore on the agenda, and I will be painting the trellis stakes
where it is needed so | know where to apply it in the winter. The addition of both
Phosphorus and Nitrogen fertilizer will be the icing on the cake.

ONE SUNDAY MORNING....

One bright Sunday morning in July, after a heavy night, | ventured out into the vines
just to do some weeding and tying in. | started on the Sauvignon, then decided to
move down towards the Malbec & Shiraz-then I heard a snort .... I looked up,
and about 20 yards away were 6 Wild Boar!!!

Luckily, they were more scared of me than | was of them, and they galloped off
into the woods. They were juveniles-I suspect from the same litter-about 30-35 kilos
each. Apparently Le Chasse (the Hunt) were after them, and if they are killed on
your land you are entitled to 1/3™ of the kill.

Rather hope they weren’t caught!
Stay Safe!

Stuart McGill stuartmmcgill@gmail.com
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Weekend Opening Times
to the end of September

Saturday

New Extended Opening

12.30pm to 3.30pm

Shop and Café Only

Sunday

New Opening Times

10.00am to 3.00pm
Shop and Café Only

Opening Hours Shop Cafe Take Out Post Office
Monday to Friday 8:30am to 5:30pm 8:30am to 5:00pm 8:45am to 5:30pm
Saturdays 9:00am to 3:30pm 9:00am to 3:30pm 9:00am to 12:30pm
Sundays 10:00am to 3:00pm 10:00am to 3:00pm Closed

Sundays & Bank Holidays Closed Closed Closed

Remember, your village shop will use any sumplus profits to support your village projects
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COUNTY COUNCIL NEWS

Careful and measured approach as council seeks to protect frontline while
dealing with COVID shortfall

Oxfordshire County Council is proposing a careful and measured approach in
response to budget challenges caused by the COVID-19 pandemic and is seeking to
minimise the impact on frontline services, protect the most vulnerable and support
the county’s recovery.

The council’s Cabinet will be asked to approve a series of measures to meet the
currently projected shortfall for 2020/21 at a special meeting on Tuesday, August
18.

Councils all over England are experiencing COVID-related budget issues and, like
the county council, many are revisiting the budget they set in February for the
2020/21 financial year. There is currently a projected £16m shortfall at the
county council as a result of loss of income and extra expenditure stemming
from the pandemic.

Protecting frontline services
The council is proposing to take the opportunity to take a fresh look at services and
find new ways of delivering them rather than following the route of cutting services

COVID has presented opportunities for adoptina new wavs of workina and makina
areater use of diaital technoloay. For example, 3,500 members of council staff who
normally work in the office are continuina to work remotely from home, which has
rasulted in a saving in utility costs across council buildings.

Oxfordshire County Council is currently reporting additional costs and lost income
of approximately £51 million as a result of coronavirus. The council has received
almost £31 million to date in grant funding from the Government. The
Government’s new Income Guarantee Scheme for sales, fees and charges is
expected to provide around a further £4m during the year. This means the overall
shortfall this financial year is currently forecast to be £16 million. The cabinet will
be asked to approve around £15m of savings for 2020/21 to cover the majority of
this shortfall — acknowledging that the overall situation could change for better for
worse as the financial year progresses further.

Future years and further challenges

Councillor lan Hudspeth, the leader of the county council added: “Further financial
pressures will follow as we restart services in a COVID-compliant manner, such as
operating home to school transport, with staggered school opening times and social
distancing measures in place.

“There is an ongoing debate about how local government services in Oxfordshire
could be delivered differently in the future to protect ourselves better from financial
challenges. The Government is producing a White Paper in the Autumn about local
recovery and the shape of local government across England. It will be interesting to
see what emerges from that, and Oxfordshire’s councils are already engaging with
each other in anticipation of that White Paper.”

Oxfordshire Libraries to mark anniversary of the Elementary Education Act
Oxfordshire’s library service is to mark a major anniversary for the nation’s
education being 150 years since the passing of legislation which entitled every child
of elementary age to access a school education by right.
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In September, Oxfordshire County Council’s Libraries will be commemorating the
anniversary with a series of activities on social media and a nostalgic look at our
memories of schooldays. Schooli Best Days of Your Life®/ill run from 2-16th
September on Oxfordshire Libraries Facebook page.

Among the activities will be a scheduled video demo of reminiscence session using
a Childhood Reminiscence Box, examples of quirky and nostalgic school photos
from the past and the regular online book club (Bloomin’ Good Books) will take a
nostalgic look at book covers of titles like Just William, Mallory Towers and Harry
Potter.

We take the right to education for granted today but in the 1870s, some children
continued to be employed on farms and in factories. Others had family care duties,
all of which interrupted their education. In Oxford in 1871, records show that nearly
one in five children received no education at all.

Forster’s Education Act — or to give it its true name, the Elementary Education Act
of 1870, changed the course of history for our education system, setting a framework
for the education of all children aged between five and 12. Local authorities were
required to submit a return on the number of children in their area, compared with
the number of places available.

The History and Museum Services will, in due course, be preparing an online
collection of photographs, historical objects and records to support research from
local communities interested in starting a community project about a local school.

Boost for Oxfordshire’s culture lovers as much loved museum and history
centre reopen

Culture lovers in Oxfordshire have received a boost with news that two important
venues in the county are about to reopen.

The gradual reopening of libraries across the county will now be joined by the
reopening of the Oxfordshire Museum in Woodstock and the Oxfordshire History
Service.

Woodstock Library will be reopened at the same time as the Museum making it the
20" library to reopen in the county in recent weeks. The café at the museum will be
operating a takeaway service for those who wish to enjoy the beautiful gardens.

Meanwhile the Oxfordshire History Centre based in Cowley will reopen on
Monday, August 17 with its archives, catalogues and collections once again
available to be viewed.

New £12-million SEND school to be built on outskirts of Oxford
Children with special educational needs and disabilities (SEND) are to benefit from
a new £12-million school to be built on the outskirts of Oxford.

When completed, the school will provide a new home for the Orion Academy, which
is one of six SEND schools in Oxfordshire operated by The Gallery Trust; a special
multi-academy trust based in Oxford. The state-of-the-art development will be built
on the site of the former Northfield School on Knights Road.

Northfield School became an academy on 01 February 2020; and was re-named
Orion Academy as part of the conversion process. The school had been found to be
inadequate by Ofsted in November 2018.
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Plans for the larger, specially designed facility will allow the Orion Academy to
more than double its intake of pupils, which currently range from ages 10-16, with
an accompanying increase in staffing numbers.

DISTRICT COUNCIL NEWS

Planning Call-in procedure change

After consulting Group Leaders, under emergency powers on 18 May 2020, the
chief executive agreed temporary changes to the delegations to the head of planning
in the council’s constitution. This temporary change allows alternative arrangements
for the determination of minor applications where the town or parish view was
contrary to the officer’s recommendation that would ordinarily be determined by the
council’s planning committee. This change was brought in as a response to the
challenges presented by the pandemic to reduce the number of applications referred
to committee whilst strengthening the links between council planning officers, ward
councillors and parish councils.

The changes continued to enable ward councillors to call-in planning applications
to the committee. In operating the scheme, it became apparent that the wording of
the head of planning’s delegation 1.1 it was unclear as to who makes the final
decision as to whether the referral by a ward councillor of a planning application to
the planning committee was based on planning reasons. In line with other
delegations to the head of planning, Council, at its meeting on 16 July, confirmed
that the head of planning should determine this in consultation with the chair/vice-
chair of the planning committee and local ward councillor(s).

To date the head of planning has not turned down a request since the date of the
emergency powers decision.

The emergency powers decision provided for a review of the temporary measures
after six months. However, at its meeting on 16 July, Council requested that a review
report be brought to the Council meeting on 8 October so that a decision can be
made on whether or not to continue with the changes.

The head of planning is intending to provide planning training for town and parish
councils in October

Planning for the Future consultation

The government has started its consultation to overhaul the planning system and
reform the way development is allowed. Its stated aims are to streamline processes,
achieve community engagement early in the process and increase the use of
technology in consultation and provide interactive maps, so it is more open and
transparent. It suggests the reforms will drive our economic recovery, help build
green, high quality homes and develop a framework of national green infrastructure
standards.

Proposals include:

9 a 30 per cent discount to homes sold through the First Homes system with
an emphasis on key workers

9 scrapping Section 106 agreements and introducing a new National
Infrastructure Levy, with local decision making on infrastructure
spending.

9 every area across England will have a Local Plan and can develop design
guidance and/or codes, which will be binding on development decisions

9 strengthening planning enforcement and sanctions through a rule-based
system
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There is a lot of discussion in the press about the proposed reforms, but we
encourage you to read the consultation paper, link below, and get your comments to
the Government by the deadline, 29 October 2020.
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attach
ment_data/file/907647/MHCL G-Planning-Consultation.pdf

citizens

advice

Organise fuel bills, suppliers before winter - Citizens Advice tip
Did you know that Citizens Advice has advisers who can help you sign up with a
new fuel or electricity company, or switch to a better tariff?

There’s no charge for our time and you won’t be steered towards one particular
supplier because we're impartial, having no links with any of them. We offer one-
on-one sessions (by telephone at present) and we'll take a close look at your
individual situation.

Now is the time to sort it out before winter closes in with cold autumn gales.

We can help you understand energy bills and various kinds of tariffs, supporting you
if you want to switch and calculating the savings you might make. If you've fallen
behind on bill payments, we can advise you on ways to reduce your debt by
budgeting or trying a new payment scheme, for example.

We can also tell you about energy efficiency measures around the house, like
draught-proofing windows and doors and installing LED light bulbs. Grants may be
available to pay for thermal insulation.

We can check your benefit entitlements and help you to claim them if you're
eligible. There are several helpful schemes like the Priority Services Register and
the Warm Home Discount.

And if you have any complaints against your current supplier, we can help you
resolve them.

You can find the relevant information on our
website at www.citizensadvice.org.uk/energy or phone our Adviceline on 0300
330 9042.

5} o

SHI¥HE John Howell MP writes August 2020
As August gives way to September, and Parliament and schools return, for many
there is a hope of something nearer to the normal we used to know. There is also a
hope that we will learn new ways of working and take some of the positive learning
from recent experience forward. | appreciate too that many concerns still exist and
we must be on our guard to remember that COVID 19 has not gone away. Instead
we have learned more about how to live with it and we also have treatments that can
alleviate symptoms and keep people out of hospital.
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Summer without fetes has been strange. In the early summer | am usually out and
about visiting at least one fete in the constituency every weekend. | have missed to
informal conversations at these events and when out and about in the streets. Whilst
technology has enabled some things to continue there is no substitute for face to face
meetings. As human beings we rely on the non-verbal signals to understand more of
what someone is saying and it is just not possible to read the signals in the same way
on screen. | think this accounts for much of the mis-understanding that can come
from emails too. During recent months | have continued to hold surgeries and these
have had to be via zoom. Although I prefer to meet people face to face, with the
geographical size of the constituency, | have come to realise that this may be a
practical thing to continue going forward to reduce travel time especially where a
meeting would be quite short. So in the Autumn | will continue to hold virtual
surgeries and will arrange face to face meetings as restrictions permit.

As we begun to emerge from lockdown | know that there have been huge
disappointments for some people. One area of disappointment has been for couples
planning to marry. | know just how much planning goes into a wedding and some
couples had adjusted their plans to be able to go ahead under the phased recovery
plan which would have allowed small wedding receptions to go ahead in August.
So when the COVID statistics showed the risk of a second wave which led the Prime
Minister to put the brake on easing restrictions | appreciate that this was a huge blow
to couples and their families. | do not underestimate the emotional strain on families
and indeed on the wedding industry, but | do support the Prime Minister is taking
early action to apply the brake to keep us all safe.

A second area of disappointment has been around exam results. As it was impossible
to hold public examinations the results had to be determined based on past
performance and predicted grades. There has been much publicity over the fact that
some students were disappointed with the outcome of this. I know the anticipation
and anxiety around waiting for exam results and fully appreciate the disappointment
when the outcome is not as hoped. Although there is an appeal process | was
concerned that early decisions made by further education establishments based on
the results did not allow for appeals. | made an urgent plea to the Minister for an
immediate temporary halt to the UKAS Clearing system to allow for appeals before
it was too late with places reallocated. | understand that universities are making
allowance for this.

On the other side of things it has been a delight to see hospitality outlets reopen and
pub and restaurants gardens attracting custom back in the lovely summer afternoons
that we have had. Although limited, the chance to meet up with people again was
welcome by many and in our area. | have been pleased to see that, by and large,
people have been following Government guidelines on social distancing and hand
hygiene.

Let us hope that the work for a vaccine for Covid-19 continues to make good
progress and that the availability of different drugs to treat symptoms continues to
grow. Only with these will full confidence return and all business and social
activities be able to recommence.

When Parliament returns there will be a busy programme of work. On many issues
I make comment on my website so please do have a look. www.johnhowell.org.uk.
If you have an issue that you would like to raise with me, if possible, please email
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me at john.howell.mp@parliament.uk. If you cannot email you can write to me at
my constituency office - PO Box 84, Watlington, OX49 5XD.

If you would like to receive my periodic electronic newsletters, and briefings on
specific issues, please visit my website www.johnhowell.org.uk and subscribe at the
link on the home page.

Printed and promoted by John Howell MP House of Commons, Lo8iéhA 0AA

DEADLINE REMINDER - Please note that unless articles are in the hands of the
Editor by the 18th of the month (unless otherwise stated), such articles will miss the
scheduled Newsletter. The views expressed in this Newsletter are not necessarily
those of the Editor or the Parish Council. All material for inclusion in the October
2020 Newsletter should be with the Editor at 27 Chiltern View, Little Milton, by
8.00 p.m. on 18th September. The Editor reserves the right not to print items
submitted for publication and to edit those items, which are published
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Age UK

Citizens Advice Bureau

Church: St James
Doctors

Little Milton Shop

Little Milton School

Milk Deliveries
MUGA

Neighbourhood Watch

Newsletter
ocCcC
Parish Council

Pine Lodge

Police

Post Office
Public Transport
SODC

Southern Electric
Thames Water
The Lamb

Biffa (Verdant)

KEY TELEPHONE NUMBERS

01865 890879
01844 214827

01844 278349

01865 872448
111
0845 345 8995
999

01844 279978
01844 279310
07773006485

Naheed Qureshi
Thame & District

Revd. Simon Cronk

Morland Surgery
Out of Hours Service
NHS Helpline
Medical Emergencies

Alison Shelton (Manager)
Head: Ms Hannah Brown
A J Woods Ltd

Bookings for the courts are made at the Post Office

01844 279468
01844 279150
01865 792422

01844 279993
01844 279150

01844 279535
0844 7255568

101

01844 279001
01865 323201
01235 422422
0800 0727 282
0800 3169 800
01844 279527
03000 610610

Mark Willis
Raymond Fergusson (Editor)
All enquiries

Alaric Smith (Chair)
Raymond Fergusson (Clerk)

Giles Denby
Linda Lovegrove (Bookings)
24/7 Call out service

Thames Valley Police
(Non-emergency)
Alison Shelton (Postmistress)

Comet

All enquiries
Emergency Number
Emergency Number
lan & Des

All enquiries

For all other numbers go to website www.littlemilton.org.uk
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