Tues
Wed
Thurs

1st
2nd
3rd

Frid
Sun
Mon
Tues
Wed

4th
6th
7th
8th
9th

Thurs

10th

Frid.
Sun
Mon.
Tues.
Wed

11h
13th
14th
15th
16th

Thurs

17th

Frid.
Mon
Tues
Wed
Thurs

18th
21st
22nd
23rd
24th

Frid
Sat
Sun

25th
26th
27th

Mon
Tues
Wed
Thurs

28th
29th
30th
31st

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY: MARCH
9.30– 10.30 a.m. Exercise Class- Pine Lodge
9.30 – 3.30 p.m. Adv. Textile workshop – Pine Lodge
9.30– 10.30 a.m. Exercise class- Pine Lodge
11.00-11.50 a.m. Discovery Den – Pine Lodge
9.30 –10.30 a.m. Pilates: Pine Lodge
9.00 a.m.
Holy Communion CW: St James
10.30-11.30a.m. Fitness/Yoga – Pine Lodge
9.30– 10.30 a.m. Exercise class- Pine Lodge
9.30 – 3.30 p.m. Adv. Textile workshop – Pine Lodge
7.30 p.m.
Parish Council Meeting -Pine Lodge
11.00-11.50 a.m. Discovery Den – Pine Lodge
6.30 – 7.30 p.m. Exercise Class – Pine :Lodge
7.30 p.m.
WI Meeting in the Pine Lodge
9.30 –10.30 a.m. Pilates: Pine Lodge
10.30 a.m.
Family Service: St James
10.30-11.30a.m. Fitness/Yoga – Pine Lodge
9.30– 10.30 a.m. Exercise Class- Pine Lodge
9.30 – 3.30 p.m. Adv. Textile workshop – Pine Lodge
7.00 p.m.
Craft evening: Pine Lodge
11.00-11.50 a.m. Discovery Den – Pine Lodge
6.30 – 7.30 p.m. Exercise Class – Pine :Lodge
9.30 –10.30 a.m. Pilates: Pine Lodge
10.30-11.30a.m. Fitness/Yoga – Pine Lodge
9.30– 10.30 a.m. Exercise Class- Pine Lodge
9.30 – 3.30 p.m. Adv. Textile workshop – Pine Lodge
11.00-11.50 a.m. Discovery Den – Pine Lodge
6.30 – 7.30 p.m. Exercise Class – Pine :Lodge
9.30 – 10.30 a.m. Pilates: Pine Lodge
1.00 – 3.00 p.m. Spring Fayre: Pine L
10.30 a.m.
United Benefice Holy Communion:
St James’
10.30-11.30a.m. Fitness/Yoga – Pine Lodge
9.30– 10.30 a.m. Exercise Class- Pine Lodge
9.30 – 3.30 p.m. Adv. Textile workshop – Pine Lodge
11.00-11.50 a.m. Discovery Den – Pine Lodge
6.30 – 7.30 p.m. Exercise Class – Pine :Lodge

PLEASE NOTE
Please check with the event organiser that the event is still taking place as the current
uncertainty with Covid could lead to a cancellation Ed
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SUMMARY FROM THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON
WEDNESDAY 9th FEBRUARY 2022
Oxfordshire County Council (OCC) Highways
OCCs Local Transport and Connectivity Plan (LTCP) consultation is now open and
runs until 16th March 2022.
It was agreed to publicise the consultation via the newsletter and the Parish Council
Facebook page providing residents with key points on which the Parish Council’s
response will be based and encourage residents to submit their own responses. See
separate article in the newsletter.
Planning
P22/S0080/HH – 7 Greystones, Chiltern View, Little Milton, OX44 7QP
Single storey extension conversion and extension to existing garage to form annex
Resolved to SUPPORT the application with the following comment:


Use of the annex remains ancillary to the dwelling in perpetuity

P22/S0351/HH – The Old Forge, 61 High Street, Little Milton, OX44 7PU
Single Storey rear extension and alterations
Resolved to SUPPORT the application.
The following application has been granted permission by the District Planning
Authority:
P21/S2860/FUL - Land between The Plough House and Frogmore, Stadhampton Road,
Little Milton, OX44 7QD
Replacement access (as amended by updated description on the 20th of October 2021
and amended plans on the 25th of November 2021).
The following application has been refused permission by the District Planning
Authority:
P21/S1869/HH – Owl Barn, Church Hill, Little Milton, OX44 7QB
1st floor rear extension over an existing ground floor extension.
Superfast Broadband Update
Airband has done a lot of work in the village, laying the fibre spine and distribution
points as per requirement and funding received from DEFRA to connect businesses.
The spine will enable connection to some residential properties, information on how to
register an interest can be found on Airband’s website. Cllr van der Merwe will
continue to push Openreach to provide village wide coverage using the voucher scheme.
Recreation Ground / Open Green Spaces
Cllr Harrison has submitted funding applications to the District Councillor Community
Fund to purchase two new waste bins and a separate application to purchase two Oak
trees to replace the two original trees planted to commemorate the centenary of World
War I.
Quotations have been obtained for grass cutting the verges, recreation ground and hedge
cutting. It was agreed to place the 2022 contract with BGG Garden and Tree Care Ltd.
Cllr Harrison is continuing to push SOHA for a date when the hedge at Old Field will
be cut.
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Two quotations for lighting at the MUGA have been obtained; one to fix the problem
and one to upgrade the lighting. The Council will consider the quotations and agree a
course of action at the next meeting.
Village Hall
Cllr Denby reported the Village Hall and Village Shop have agreed a quotation for the
replacement sign. The Village Hall Committee is working hard on plans to celebrate
the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee including a big picnic on the recreation ground and family
games. The WI are baking a celebration cake.
Highways
Cllr Sheppard has signed up for a course to be a ‘fix my street super user’. He has also
been in touch with Oxfordshire County Council Fix my street regarding the potholes on
the Haseley Road, and the damaged sign at the end of that road at the Chalgrove end.
He also reminded them of the damaged signage by the school raised in December.
Local Forum
Cllr van der Merwe has met informally with Chairman of Stadhampton, Great Haseley
and Great Milton Parish Councils. It was a useful meeting sharing local concerns and
successes. Further meetings are planned later in the year.
Please visit the Parish Council website to read full minutes of Parish Council meetings
Andrea Oughton Parish Clerk
The next Parish Council Meeting will be held on Wednesday 9th March in the Pine
Lodge starting at 7.30 p.m.
Current Council members
Councillor Francois Van Der Merwe (Chairman)
Councillor Howard Harrison
Councillor Adam Sheppard
Councillor Steve Sidhu (Vice Chairman)
Councillor Giles Denby
Councillor David Wakeling
Parish Clerk Andrea Oughton
County Councillor: Freddie Van Mierlo
District Councillor Caroline Newton

07740438770
01844 279946
01844 279217
01844 279448
07484 187852
01844 278014
clerk@littlemilton.org.uk
07944 492438
freddie.vanmierlo@oxfordshire
.gov.uk
07951 477144

SODC: WASTE MANAGEMENT CONTRACT
The minimum charge is £40 for up to 3 items and £8 for each additional item. There is
a maximum of six items per collection day: if you have more than six, you'll need to
book another collection day. Please note that a bed and mattress counts as 2 items and
a three piece suite (consisting of 1 settee and 2 chairs) counts as 3 items.
Before you contact us to book your bulky waste collection, have a good think
about whether you have any other big items to dispose of. Once we have
processed your booking, we are unable to make any alterations or add any other
items – even if you have only booked one or two items.
To arrange this service residents can call the Public Amenities Team on 01235 422406
or book on line from the Council’s website www.southoxon.gov.uk
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Give your furniture to a good home
Have you considered donating your furniture to charity or a good home? Emmaus is an
Oxford based charity that will come out to all areas of the county and collect unwanted
furniture free of charge. For legal or practical reasons this does not include soft
furnishings without a fire label, safety items, or any item that is not in a saleable
condition. Please visit the Emmaus website for more details.
BIFFA: WASTE COLLECTION DATES – MARCH 2022
Brown
Grey
Green
Food
1st March
No
Yes
No
Yes
8th March
Yes
No
Yes
Yes
15th March
No
Yes
No
Yes
22nd March
Yes
No
Yes
Yes
29th March
No
Yes
No
Yes
HGV THROUGH LITTLE MILTON AND OCC LOCAL TRANSPORT AND
CONNECTIVITY CONSULTATION
The Parish Council has been campaigning with officers and elected councillors at OCC
to raise awareness of our serious HGV problem on the A329 / High Street. Our aim is
to have an appropriate HGV weight limit implemented throughout the village. In
summary, our key points have always been:
 The A329 through Little Milton is patently unsuitable for HGV traffic due to
the narrowness at certain points, the lack of a pavement in some places, and
buildings being very close to the road.
 Lives and property are being put at risk unnecessarily since an imminently
viable alternative route for HGVs in the form of the Oxford Ring Road / A40
/ M40 exists.
 The vast majority of HGV traffic through the village is not for local access
(there simply is not the number of industrial areas or delivery endpoints to
justify the volume of traffic), but instead is rat-run traffic between Cowley
and the M40.
OCC is currently running a public consultation on their Local Transport and
Connectivity Plan, which can be found at https://letstalk.oxfordshire.gov.uk/ltcp. It is
a huge and wide-ranging document. Should you have limited time, we would encourage
villagers to focus on the Freight and Logistics Strategy, since this is the section that
specifically deals with HGV traffic throughout the county. OCC’s website offers a way
to respond and comment on their draft plan. The Parish Council is formulating their
submissions and will be approving it at the March 2022 council meeting. Our
submission will focus on the following key “action points” identified in the plan:
Action 2 “Develop appropriate HGV route map”:


The draft plan includes the A329 and Little Milton in an area designated as
“Local Access route” – i.e. NOT suitable for HGV through traffic to larger
towns or main arteries (see p25 of the Freight and Logistics
Summary). Further, the A329 is classified as Class 3b – a minor route for
HGV where weight restrictions will be considered if a suitable alternative
route exists.
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We SUPPORT this categorisation, however we note that the
previous transport plan had a similar categorisation for our (and
other areas unsuitable for HGV traffic) area, yet it failed to reduce
or restrict HGV movement through many unsuitable routes like
Little Milton.
A suitable categorisation is welcome, but without proper funding,
engagement with HGV operators and strong enforcement, it is no
better than a token gesture. Unless the political will and necessary
funds and people resources are put in place, this part of the plan
carries a high risk of failing.

Action 5 “Promotion of HGV Route Map”:


We strongly support this, since without awareness and buy-in from freight
operators the plan will not succeed.

Action 6 “Establish a clear process for how any action to address inappropriate
HGV movement is decided and funded”






We have strong reservations about the tone of this point. Without
enforcement, this plan is dead in the water. By saying, right at the start of the
process, that “no funding is available for work to address inappropriate HGV
movement”, is to admit that the plan has already failed. A key part of
implementing this plan must be to allocate the necessary funding to enforce
it.
Unless funding is found for enforcement, it completely handicaps the freight
plan.
It also places smaller communities like Little Milton, who simply cannot
fund extensive traffic surveys and hardware costs, at a severe disadvantage.
Also, only limiting new weight restrictions to over 18t vehicles seem
misguided. 7.5t HGVs create as much of a problem along unsuitable roads,
and are probably more prevalent as well.

Action 7 “Develop more detailed guidance for inappropriate HGV movement
action request process”



In this day and age, to state there are challenges in enforcing weight limits for
7.5t HGVS (in other documents it states it is hard to differentiate between
7,5t and 18t HGVs) is simply not acceptable.
Although 18t and above HGVs have a heavier environmental impact, 7.5t
HGV are often more numerous and just as unsuitable for many roads in the
county

Action 40 – Delivery of the LTCP monitoring policy



We SUPPORT the use of technology to monitor (and ENFORCE) a suitable
freight movement plan.
However, it is clear from this point technology does exist to identify 7.5t
vehicles, and we strongly feel that this means weight limits should not just be
implemented for 18t HGVs, but for 7.5t HGVs as well.

We encourage residents to make their own submission, and we hope this article gives
you some guidance on how the Parish Council is approaching this. The website makes
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it easy to skip the areas you are not interested in and focus comments and input to the
specific areas most important to you. We hope that every submission with regards to
HGV traffic through unsuitable routes like Little Milton will help in achieving a
reduction in the blight we all suffer from.
As always please direct question or comments to chairman@littlemilton.org.uk.
REPORT FROM DISTRICT CLLR. CAROLINE NEWTON: FEBRUARY 2022
Finance
Council will meet on Thursday 17 February to consider the 2022/23 budget proposed
by Cabinet. The budget proposes an increase in £5 for an average band D property - so
residents in Band D properties will pay £136.24. District Councils can raise tax by no
more than 2% or £5, whichever is greater.
Climate Action
A new Climate Action Plan (CAP) has been agreed by cabinet which aims to ensure
SODC meets its goal to be carbon neutral by 2025. Staff will receive training to ensure
they are aware of the impacts of carbon emissions and the council will move to digitalby-default approach to meetings to help cut down on vehicle emissions. The council
will also support local efforts to tackle the climate emergency.
The CAP will ensure that a focus on environment is central to all of the council’s
activities - though I share the doubts of many members of the council that it will be able
to ensure or measure progress towards the carbon-zero target.
Covid Grants
Whilst previous business grant schemes have ended, a new Omicron Hospitality and
Leisure grant has now gone live. It will remain open until 18 March 2022. The amounts
awarded will range from £2,667 to £6,000 depending on rateable value of the property.
A new discretionary Covid-19 Additional Relief Fund will go live soon for businesses
excluded from earlier grants (though not those with a nil rates bill).
In the meantime, fraud checks continue to be made - in accordance with Govt
instructions - on the £500 isolation and other grants distributed by SODC.
Planning
Strategic sites:
Grenoble Road: a formal pre-application process is due to start and a Planning
Performance Agreement (PPA) will be drawn up within the next few months
Culham Residential Site: a PPA/pre-app is underway and a formal application is
possible before the end of the year.
Culham Science Centre: Masterplan to be submitted to inform future applications
Berinsfield: Pre-app likely to begin autumn 2022
Chalgrove: expecting a revised application - no timescale to date
Northfield: a PPA is being prepared.
Enforcement
There are 423 open cases logged, with 17 new cases in January, and 202 cases waiting
to be allocated. 16 cases were closed
The Enforcement Appeal relating to Toll Lodge Farm, Tetsworth was dismissed - ie
determined against the applicant.
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Last year’s boom in applications for planning permission seems to have eased
somewhat: January saw 327 applications, a drop of 22% from January 2021.
The first of a series of Government consultations on supporting regulations was
launched in January. The Consultation on Biodiversity Net Gain Regulations and
Implementation will inform how biodiversity net gain will be applied to the Town and
Country Planning Act
Business Development
The Government-funded Virtual High Streets project continued to progress through
contract negotiations and was expected to be signed off in early February. It will
consolidate independent traders across the district on a single virtual marketplace
platform that will allow the public to support their high street through online shopping.
Housing
The housing team continues to see a significant increase in approaches from residents
at risk of homelessness compared to last year. Emergency accommodation placements
have also increased following the introduction of the Government’s ‘Protect and
Vaccinate’ program for those at risk of rough sleeping from 20 Dec 2021. As of 31
January, 5 households were in emergency accommodation in South Oxon.
Rough Sleeping
At the end of January, zero rough sleepers were recorded in both South Oxfordshire and
Vale of the White Horse since 2013 and for the second month in a row. This reflects the
intensive work of the housing team to identify households at risk of homelessness and
prevent rough sleeping happening in the first place.
If you see someone rough sleeping please call the SODC out of hours tel no 01235
422410 or Street link on 0300 500 0914.
REPORT FROM COUNTY COUNCILLOR. FREDDIE VAN MIERLO:
FEBRUARY 2022
OCC news:
Balanced budget that reinvests in Alliance priorities: The Oxfordshire Fair Deal
Alliance is presenting its first budget at full council on February 8th. During the elections,
candidates promised to prioritize the climate emergency – and treat it like the emergency
it is! This means we have carved out £1.3 million to address climate change, including
boosting active travel. The budget also sets aside an increase in £2 million for Special
Educational Needs / Disability (SEND) to speed up assessments and placements. We will
also be investing in infrastructure to improve the safety of roads, bridges and complete
underfunded projects signed off by the previous administration.
20mph limits set to be fully funded: Requests for 20mph speed limits will be fully
funded by the county council in the budget set in February. Villages and towns that have
already put in applications (or plan to do so), will be bundled into two batches. The first
round will take place in summer 2022 and the second in winter 2022. Further rounds will
be planned in 2023 and beyond.
Transport Plan (LTCP) – Last chance to have your say! The public consultation
will close on 16 March 2022. The consultation has lots of long documents, but don’t feel
likeyou need to read all of it to respond! The headlines are that the county wants to reduce
car journeys and make active / public transport the first choice for travel. In rural areas
like ours, this will be especially challenging but make sure to have your say on how you
think it can be done! Would you like to see more buses (or old routes return)? More
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dedicated cycle routes between villages and towns? What about mobility hubs with better
infrastructure for switching from bike to bus? More local foot and cycle paths?
This will be a key piece of policy on which many planning decisions will hang their haton,
so have your say!
HGVs – timeline to county-wide solution: Freight is an important part of the transport
plan (LTCP). The core idea is to say ‘yes’ to freight on the strategic network (e.g., M40)
and ‘no, except local access’ everywhere else. Between Spring and Autumn 2022 the
freight strategy will be further developed, with local area strategies following. Our area
will be called ‘South Oxfordshire Rural’
More power to the council: We are calling on the government to devolve more powers
to the county council to allow for more effective enforcement of ‘moving traffic’ offenses,
including the ability to install speed cameras, and make better use of average speed
cameras and ANPR technology. These technologies are critical for enforcing offences –
including from HGVs!
Libraries and heritage strategy 2022-2027 – consultation opened: Oxfordshire County
Council’s heritage and libraries strategy is open to consultation until 18th March
Parish round up (Extract)
Chalgrove:
 Flood alleviation scheme: A new flood relief channel has been installed to
helpprotect Mill Lane residents. Financial contributions were made by South
Oxfordshire District Council, Oxfordshire County Council, and the
Environment Agency
Great Haseley
 War memorial refurbishment funded: A local resident has spearheaded
work to make the names of the fallen legible again. I was delighted to have
been able to contribute through the councillor priority fund. Funding also
came from SODC,the Parish council, pumpkin show, and Taylor Blackall.
Work will be carried out when the weather improves
HEDGES AROUND THE RECREATION GROUND AND THE VILLAGE
The Parish Council has agreed to trim the hedges around the recreation ground and at
various points on the High Street and Haseley Road.
This work will be done in early March 2022 by BGG Garden and Tree Care Ltd. This
is the contractor that cuts our verges within the 30mph area of the village.
AN UPDATE ON FIBRE TO THE PREMISES (FTTP)
Another month, another ultrafast internet Fibre-to-the-Premise (FTTP) update.
As you are aware, Airband has been working on some of the roads in the village
installing their fibre network “spine”. This is a key part of their DEFRA funded contract
with OCC to provide FTTP to a number of small rural business in Oxfordshire (none in
Little Milton). In addition, Airband has also been installing “distribution points” on
some of the telegraph poles in the village. These points will be used by Airband in
future to connect nearby residential and business properties to their FTTP network.
There is one important downside. It is clear from our conversations with Airband that
only parts of the village will benefit from their current roll-out. Roughly speaking,
premises on or near the A329, as well as most of Old Field, seem to have received
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distribution points on their telegraph poles. Those further removed from the A329 will
probably not be able to connect to Airband’s network (at least not initially), and
currently have no alternative FTTP (including BT Openreach) provider.
We have communicated this potential danger in our previous missives, and that is why
we started our campaign for a village-wide FTTP network. Our conversation regarding
this with Openreach is still ongoing, however at a frustratingly slow pace (not for the
lack of trying!). At this point we still do not know whether our village-wide scheme
using government funded vouchers will be viable. Also, as soon as Airband starts
installing fibre into residential premises, our understanding is that this will knock-out
the voucher associated with their premise, thereby decreasing the maximum number of
vouchers we can rely on and further adding to the challenge of being able to fund the
village-wide scheme.
As the Parish Council, our intention is certainly not to tell anyone who to use for their
internet. In fact, if you are interested in the Airband service, you can find out from their
website whether your property is within reach of their current roll-out, and you are able
to register your interest. However, as a council we will continue to pursue a villagewide scheme with the aim of not leaving behind any premises. We do not know if we
will be successful, but as soon as we have further information from Openreach about
viability and next steps, we will share it with the village.
As always, please email me at chairman@littlemilton.org.uk if you have any questions
or concerns.
Francois Van De Merwe - Chairman Little Milton Parish Council
RECTOR’S PINT
I haven’t written one of these for some time! I am very grateful to Toby Garfitt and
Tony Jefferis who have offered their thoughts and insights in my absence.
I don’t want to go into the details or circumstances that led me to taking a rather
unexpected sabbatical. However, I have been really touched by the many messages of
greetings and support I have received. It has also been surprising how many people have
told me that they have also had to wrestle with mental health issues, it is far more
common than we imagine and I think that it would a good and healthy thing, not least
in the Church, if we could be more open and honest about the struggles we face.
I wish I could say that my spiritual life of prayer had taken a leap forward with the time
and opportunity to ‘go deep’. The truth is it has been sporadic and at times very hard to
pray, but I have tried. During our zoom services of 2020 and 2021 we started to engage
with the poems of the priest and poet Malcolm Guite. His writings have been very
helpful to me, and I particularly recommend his book, David’s Crown. This is not a rewriting of the Psalms, rather, he has taken each Psalm and has written a response, each
one of five verses with three lines. It is a beautiful and very thoughtful companion to
the Psalms. I recently read Psalm 107, and I wish I had come across it earlier as it really
spoke to me, it might also speak to one or two of you. It has a personal application and
perhaps a bit of a wider reach, reflecting in part the times we have all been through.
Psalm 107: Confitemini Domion (Give thanks to the Lord)
My judge is still my saviour and my friend.
Time after time he finds and rescues me,
Makes a beginning where I have made an end.
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I was astray and yet he came to save me
And filled my hungry soul with nourishment.
I sat in darkness, bound in misery,
Crushed by depression and discouragement,
He brought me out of darkness, broke the chain,
The complex links of my imprisonment.
When I was sick and wearied and in pain,
Afraid of pestilence in these dark days,
He sent his word and raised me up again.
So I will sing this psalm that sings his praise,
Telling of all the wonders he has done,
Whose loving kindness keeps me all my days.
(Malcolm Guite, David’s Crown, Sounding the Psalms Canterbury Press 2021)
This is a wonderful book and each one of his reflections is an absolute gem.
I am now greatly looking forward to our upcoming services, and our Lent lunches in
March. These have always been very popular and are a valuable experience in which
we can all share.
It is good to get back to writing Rector’s Pint, but I know that you have really benefited
from Toby and Tony’s offerings, and perhaps it is also something I can share with others
now and again.
Every blessing
Simon

CHURCHYARD WORK PARTY
Could you spare some time on Saturday March 5th from 11am until 1pm or from
2pm until 4pm? Do you visit the churchyard and like it kept tidy? Would you
like to give something back to the community? Please come along and help.
Jobs to do include:
Removing ivy from the walls
Removing vegetation from the base of the church building
Tidying the graves
Removing elder and ivy from the yew trees at the front
Cutting the nettles back in the far right corner to keep it tidy
Strimming or moving the edges of the gravestones
Moving the main grass
Any help will be greatly appreciated. You may want to bring your favourite
tools but we will have mowers on site. Please contact me for further information
or just turn up.
Paul. (paulj201@hotmail.com).
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Date
2nd March
6th March
6th March
13th March
13th March
20th March
20th March
23rd March
27th March
27th March
(Mothering
Sunday)

The Benefice of Great Milton, Little Milton and Great Haseley
Services for March 2022
Time
Service
Parish
7.00 p.m.
9.00 a.m.
10.30 a.m.
9.00 a.m.
10.30 a.m.
9.00 a.m.
10.30 a.m.
12.00 p.m.
10.30 a.m.
4.00 p.m.

Service for Ash Wednesday
Holy Communion
Family Worship
Holy Communion
Family Worship
Holy Communion
Family Worship
BCP Holy Communion
Benefice Holy Communion
Family Gathering

St Mary’s Great Milton
St James’ Little Milton
St Peter’s Great Haseley
St Mary’s Great Milton
St James’ Little Milton
St Peter’s Great Haseley
St Mary’s Great Milton
St James’ Little Milton
St James’ Little Milton
St Mary’s Great Milton

Great Milton Methodist Church Services
For further info. please contact Rev Stephen Spain on 01865 763676
Date

Time

Church

Preacher

6th Mar

11:00 am

Great Milton

Liz Spain

13th Mar

11:00 pm

Great Milton

Local Arrangement

20th Mar

10:30 am

St Mary’s

Revd. Simon Cronk

27th Mar

11:00am

Great Milton

Liz Spain

Comments

United Service

CHU2RCH CLEANING ROTA FOR MARCH
W/E 6th March

Mrs L. Lovegrove & Mrs C Coward
W/E 13th March

Mrs A Jones & Jill Hoban
W/E 20th March

Mrs E. Summers & Mrs Wendy Newby
W/E 27th March

Mrs A Blagg & Mrs C D’Aeth
W/E 3rd April

Mrs M Davies & Mrs S A Dennis
The team are thrilled with our new Turbo charged ‘Henry’ Hoover and grateful for its
provision as a replacement for our rather weary and worn out non-Turbo charged
model…The door mats, carpets and flooring are now hoovered to within an inch of their
lives – come and see!
Sally Ann
FRIENDS OF LITTLE MILTON SCHOOL- 200 CLUB
Details of the February winners wil be published in the April Newsletter. Ed
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WHAT’S HAPPENING AT THE PINE LODGE
Following the enthusiasm and attendance for the Defibrillator class in January we are
planning to run a series of First Aid classes depending on demand. The first is planned
for Monday 4th April starting at 18:30 (duration 2.5 hours). The class will focus on
Family emergency First Aid. The class numbers are limited to a maximum of 16
people. The cost of the classes will be largely subsidised by the Village Hall for Little
Milton residents. We are asking attendees to pay a booking fee of £5 per person, with
the remaining £15 per person contributed by the Hall. Places should be booked and
deposits paid at the village Shop. If the course is full, please leave your details at the
Shop and we will try to schedule a further class for those on the waiting list. For more
details about the class https://www.firstforsafetyoxfordshire.co.uk/family-emergencyfirst-aid-course
There is a new children’s activity beginning each week at the Hall called Discovery
Den with a weekly themed adventure for children 2 - 4 years
old https://www.thediscoveryden.co.uk
Regular activities in the Hall include:
Mondays at 10.30 am Yoga & Fitness with Yvonne (y.cartwright@btinternet.com)
Tuesdays at 9:30 am, and Thursdays at 18.30 Keep Fit on with Alyce
(alycefwf@gmail.com)
Wednesday 9:30 am Advanced Textile on workshop with Amargeet
(amarjeetnandhra@virginmedia.com)
Thursday 11:00 - 11:50 Discovery Den book online or call 0784 965 3294
Friday 9:30 am Yoga and Pilates with Lee (lee@grahamcaulfield.co.uk)
WI meet on 2nd Thursday of each month at 19:30 contact Kath Stacy
(kathstacey@yahoo.co.uk)
Crafts meet on 3rd Wednesday of the month at 19:00 contact Kath Stacy
(kathstacey@yahoo.co.uk)
Parish Council meet on 2nd Wednesday of the month. For further details
contact clerk@littlemilton.org.uk
For details, news, booking info and the online events calendar for the Pine Lodge go
to www.littlemilton.org.uk
Linda Lovegrove llinda.pinelodge@yahoo.com
Giles Denby
SEWING GROUP NEWS AND DATES
Thank you Sarah for hosting the group in February. This month we’re meeting on
Thursday 17th March from 11.00 onwards at Spring and Well Cottage, the home of Mary
Davies on the Haseley Road. Please telephone Mary on 279471 if you plan on staying
for lunch with the group. The Platinum Jubilee kneeler has been started!
S.A. Dennis
WELLS FARM ALLOTMENTS
Contracts for the New Year starting April 1st will be issued this month. If anybody wants
to go onto the waiting list for a plot please let me know.
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When to plants things? Well that can vary according to the weather. Some people like
to plant their potatoes on Good Friday but as that date varies from year to year maybe
the spring equinox on March 21st is a good target date. Broad beans can go in now and
as the weather improves, onion sets. It is definitely time to get your tomato plants going
indoors or in the greenhouse too, but maybe hold off until April for the climbing beans
and squashes as they really don’t like cold weather. If you do succession sowing this
can avoid losing everything at the wrong time so worth a go.
Happy grow
Paul. (paulj201@hotmail.com
LITTLE MILTON WI
In February, we made paper flowers for friends, family or our own window sill. We also
welcomed 4 visiting members from Stadhampton WI, following discussions of a
merger. Stadhampton WI are unable to continue so we have proposed to merge with
them and become a new enlarged WI. If anyone can think of a new group name, let me
know.
Our next meeting on Thursday 10th March at 7.30pm is the AGM, followed by a
Jubilee Quiz. This will be the first joint meeting where we will agree the name of the
new, enlarged WI and elect the new committee and president. Everyone welcome.
Visitors £5.
We've made a meeting plan for the coming year with crafts, Scottish dancing, cookery,
cocktails, yoga, talks and much more. Save the 2nd Thursday of the month in your
diaries so you don't miss out.
Do you live in Little Milton, Great Milton, The Haseleys, Stadhampton or surrounding
villages, new to the area, want to meet new people, make new friends? Then join Little
Milton WI and meet like-minded, local women of all ages in an informal, friendly group.
Please email us if you fancy joining WI or need a lift.
We meet every 2nd Thursday of the month at 730pm in The Pine Lodge, Little
Milton OX44 7PZ
Too shy to come by yourself? Contact us & we’ll find you a WI buddy.
Like us at www.facebook.com/lmpinelodge
Details & news on the Pine Lodge page at www.littlemilton.org.uk
Kath Stacey 01844-279438 littlemiltonwi@oxfordshirewi.co.uk
WHEATLEY VILLAGE ARCHIVE HISTORY GROUP – 2022
Wheatley Village Archive History Group Programme 2022 All in Merry Bells at 8pm,
£3 for members, £5 for non-members. Annual membership £3 (payable on first visit.)
Monday 21 March Holton Park from Medieval Manor to Secondary Academy - a 1000
years of change and continuity - Kevin Heritage
Monday 19 September Scandal in High Society Oxford: selected tales of toffs in
trouble - Julie Godson
Monday 17 October Oxford: Town and Gown: to lick a lord or thrash a cad - Mark
Davies
Monday 28 November Morris Motopolis: the motor works and transformation of
Oxford - Simon Wenham Summer outings tbc
Steph Cox - secretary of WVAHG
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VIEW FROM VIEWS
After a month without any rain with, only 7.5mm at the beginning of the month, then
on the 14th 12mm, floods out on the 15th something has to be wrong somewhere. We
have to put up with this but no one seems to care about it, at least we don’t have to
severe sewage pollution other rivers have, this all points to the fact as I have said many
times before this island of ours is at capacity
So far this year the weather has been somewhat uninspiring, I think most of our crops
think the same as there has been very little movement since I last wrote, certainly no
improvement, the only dramatic change is the disappearance of a lot of rape aided by
our friendly flock of Pigeons. It is suggested grazing rape with sheep could be a good
practice, as this could help control the Flee Beetle so maybe we should not be worried
about pigeon damage. The other crop that has all but disappeared is our companion
Clover, I reckon it is only just a winter/frost check. Everything though is looking pretty
healthy on the whole just need a little help now, with some nice clement spring weather,
known to us farmers as Dr Green. Owing to the horrendous increase in the price of gas,
affecting the cost of fertiliser we have had to make serious calculations of the
application rates for this season, which could well have the effect of reducing the
country’s overall harvest. This is has already affected the world price of cereals and all
futures are pointing in that direction. This is fine as long as this trend continues but, if
these levels decrease then it could be a problem for us.
As we start our winter wild bird feeding to cover the hungry gap (Feb to May) small
birds seem to be collecting in numbers, I get the impression there is a resurgence in
Green finches that certainly have declined of late with, Yellow Hammers being more
evident, as well as Starlings, all of which we believe are on the decline, along with
Sparrows, this fact was disproved in the recent RSPB bird count. Of course I have not
mentioned before there seems to be a lot of Sky Larks around and have been all winter.
This gives us a little confidence that we are doing some good.
At the recent Oxford Farming Conferences some interesting facts were discussed; The
Northern Ireland Farm Minister Edwin Poots who has hit the headlines lately by not
following the popular view that cattle were all bad, he pointing out that in the 1950’s
we had a similar number of cattle as now and, about 4% of the cars and aviation, he said
farming is not the problem it’s made out to be, (so lay off agriculture)! It was also
suggested that each person is responsible for 6,000g of emissions or 20 party balloons
and, if only 5% of our energy needs were met by solar it would reduce the personal
emissions by 3,000g, and if all peat land was restored to sequester carbon that would
equate to a further 3,000g per/person/day.
I am not sure if the information I got was correct in that the County Council was
proposing that only Vegan food be on the menu at Council functions and meetings plus,
possibly school meals, do they not represent a rural Agricultural community? As well
as urban areas, are they not prepared to support rural & local industry? Do they not
realise that most Vegan food is produced using product produced on land that was
cleared rain forest, the import of these plants can threaten bringing in their country of
origin’s diseases with them. There was a demonstration by farmers outside County Hall
which no one seemed to know about until the night before it took our district councillor
Caroline Newton to let me know, just hope another time if there is to be another
demonstration we are well informed so we can be there. As it happened I could not
attend as I was at a meeting of our Farm Cluster looking at the effects of our various

18

conservation initiatives, as well as other issues we could address to improve what we
could do, I doubt the areas where these foods come from take these things so seriously.
As I have mentioned many times before how important our food security is, the “Public
Accounts Committee” has accepted the fact that if we are not careful we are sleep
walking into major problems in the delivery of good wholesome home grown foods.
This not only applies to food but a lot of other essential goods, these concerns are
coming home to roost now with, Russia controlling most of European gas supplies.
Putin has got us just where he wants us by making our politicians run around like
headless chickens, I bet he his laughing his head off at the moment, I would not like to
bet he has no intention of invading, but will milk the situation for as much as he can get,
that all remains to be seen, as at the time of writing we do not know. In this day and age
how anyone can justify telling another sovereign state what it can and can’t do, still I
am no politician! By the time this is read the situation will have changed, just hope if
that is the case politicians will have come to their senses. This just illustrates how
vulnerable we can be if we rely on others for our vital supplies.
We all live in strange times
Charles Peers
FRIENDS OF WELLS FARM
March is a time for hedgerow flowers and leaves to start to emerge. Makes us all feel
so much better that good weather is around the corner. With the change in weather
conditions blackthorn flowers were seen mid-February which is earlier than normal and
some hawthorn leaves were beginning to appear too. But the warmer sun and longer
daylight hours will accelerate the appearance of new leaves and flowers. Maybe you
might like to record in your diary the first hawthorn flower you see and compare it when
next year comes around.
Fortunately the damage done by last month’s storms was not significant on the reserve
and (as I write) amazingly the old black poplar tree survived unscathed. It is likely that
a few birds succumbed to the difficult conditions although it is amazing to watch them
clinging on to branches or even bird feeders in 60mph gusts. Real survivors.
Underground animals such as badger, fox and rabbit will have been able to blissfully
sleep through most of the weather so they have a very sensible strategy.
We currently only have 32 sheep on the reserve in two blocks of 16. The 16 with red
splodges are the ones that have been unwell for a while with bacterial foot infections
and have been receiving foot baths to eradicate the problem so hopefully this should be
gone by the summer.
Please please keep your dogs on a lead through fields with animals in and especially
keep them out of the hedgerows, arable fields and woods. I have video footage of a
number of dogs charging around the woods and they can be very disruptive to wildlife.
Remember that it is a wildlife reserve not a park.
Enjoy the coming spring 😊
Paul. (paulj201@hotmail.com
MORLAND HOUSE SURGERY NEWS UPDATE- FEBRUARY 15th
Omicron/COVID-19 Vaccination Programme Update
A booster dose of the COVID-19 vaccine is available for everyone aged 16 and over,
and some children aged 12 – 15, who have had two doses of the vaccine at least three
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months ago. To find out more about who can get a COVID-19 vaccine, and how you
can get it, please visit
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/coronavirusvaccination/coronavirus-vaccine/
NHS App
If you own a smartphone, we strongly recommend you download the NHS App. To use
it you must be aged 13 or over and registered with a GP Surgery in England. To find
out more please visit https://www.nhs.uk/nhs-app/ Use the NHS App to:
 Get your NHS COVID Pass
 Get advice about coronavirus
 Order repeat prescriptions
 Book appointments
 Get health advice
 View your health record
 Register your organ donation decision
 Find out how the NHS uses your data
 View your NHS number
After you download the app, you will need to set up an NHS login and prove who you
are. The app then securely connects to information from your GP surgery.
Collecting Repeat Prescriptions from Wheatley Pharmacy
Several of our patients are now collecting their repeat medication from Wheatley
Pharmacy. You too can do the same. Order your repeat medication as you would
normally and just let one of the dispensing team know that you wish to collect from the
Pharmacy. Turnaround time for medication dispensing at the Pharmacy is currently
three days from submission of your repeat medication request. You do not need to wait
for a text message to confirm your medication is ready before going to collect.
Blister Pack Recycling
You may be interested to know that there is a Terracycle recycling bin both in the
pharmacy and dispensary to receive EMPTY blister packs. These are the foil and plastic
bits of the packet left when the pills or capsules are finished. Due to the mix of plastic
type, these cannot be put into household recycling. After collection, Terracycle clean
and separate the blister packets by polymer type, then the material will in turn make
new recyclable products. Thank you for supporting efforts to reduce waste.
Visit Morland House Website
For up-to-date information about services including opening hours, please visit
www.morland-house.co.uk
NEWS FROM LITTLE MILTON SCHOOL
Small School, Big Heart, Great Start
Many in the village community will know our Early Years specialist, Karen Post, who
has decided recently to retire from teaching. We would like to take this opportunity to
acknowledge the huge contribution that she has made to our school over the 18 years
she has been with us. Every child that has had the privilege of spending their early years
under the supervision of Mrs Post has graduated with a great deal more than the
traditional expectations of the curriculum. Her calm, reassuring and often therapeutic
approach to teaching has inspired curiosity, compassion, and a great sense of joy in all
those embarking on their school journeys at Little Milton School. Whilst we are very
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sad to say farewell, we are also hugely grateful for her service and wish her the very
best in her retirement.
We have also been celebrating two other very special members of staff recently –
teaching assistants Mrs Ford and Mrs Austin have now been at the school for an
impressive 20 years! We feel incredibly lucky to have them as part of our staff team and
are very grateful for all the tireless hard work that they give to the school. Both go above
and beyond their roles and they have undoubtedly made a huge difference to the lives
of many, many children.
On behalf of our whole school community, both past and present, we would like to say
a huge thank you to them both.
At the time of writing, we are approaching a busy last week before the half term break
and look forward to meetings of three of our pupil groups: Pupil Council, Worship Team
and Eco Committee. We will also be sharing the children’s learning in class assemblies
as we welcome parents to school remotely or in person.
You can stay up to date with all that is going on at school via our website: https://littlemilton.oxon.sch.uk/. We are also on Twitter @LittleMiltonPri and Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/littlemiltonprimaryschool/
Hannah Blest and James Bell Co-Headteacher

HASELEY OPEN GARDENS
On Saturday July 9th we are organizing an Open Garden event in the
Haseleys.
We hope that as many Haseley residents as possible will open their
gardens to create a fun, social afternoon, where we can all satisfy our
curiosity about our friends’ gardens, and see some beautiful plants (and
maybe the occasional wonderful weed). We will also be serving teas and
delicious cakes in the Great Haseley Village Hall.
If you are generous enough to open your garden, please would you
provide a donation box with a request that adults give £5.00 (no charge
for children) to see all the gardens. All money for entrance to the gardens
and the teas will go to St Peter’s Church, Great Haseley.
Residents and friends of Great and Little Milton would be warmly
welcomed to join us.
We really hope to see you there,
Judy Alexander, Jane Cannon, Scilla Greenall, Fiona Heyward,
Mary Isaac, Marylu Sheeha
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John Howell MP writes
February 2022
In my newsletter of last month I wrote about the need to learn to live with the COVID
virus as we move from pandemic to endemic. I know that many people have welcomed
the Prime Minister’s January Statement which set the path for further removal of
regulations. We will hear more of later this month, probably by the time this letter is
published in some magazines! I also appreciate that as more regulations are set to be
removed some people remain anxious; but we have come a long way in the last couple
of years. When all of this started, we did not know what we were dealing with. We did
not know how to treat the virus and had no medicines at our disposal. Thanks to research
we now have effective ways to treat the virus and a range of drugs at our disposal to
relieve symptoms. We do, of course, also have the vaccines with another, Novavax,
added to the approved list just this month. We need to learn to manage the virus just as
we have always managed seasonal viruses.
In our move to live more normal lives we are seeing the economy open up again and
people returning to some of the activities that have been prohibited or curtailed for many
months. Alongside this inevitably there has to be an end to special funding that has been
made available to try to mitigate for the negative impact of Covid. Among these is a
support grant for bus companies to help bridge the gap in fare income with reduced
passenger numbers. Although I fully support the gradual withdrawal of the specific
Covid funding I am concerned that use of public transport has not yet reached pre-covid
levels and that the removal of this grant may adversely affect our bus services. To this
end I have written to the Secretary of State for Transport to raise my concerns and to
seek continued funding to ensure that we can keep our bus services running. It can be
especially difficult in rural areas due to passenger numbers and it has long been within
the remit of county councils to budget for bus subsidies. I would like to see our local
council make this a budget priority, especially in light of the generous Local
Government Settlement this year which has given substantial increases to our local
councils. This would help with the Covid impact and support climate initiatives
On the world stage there is great concern at what is going on to stop war between Russia
and the Ukraine. This is not just a distant issue but could have a significant impact on
the UK. It is a particular concern to me as a senior Vice-Chairman of the Parliamentary
Assembly of the Council of Europe. Both Russia and Ukraine are members of this
Assembly. The Council is doing all it can to help bring about peace between the two
countries and I have personally worked closely with my opposite number in the
Organisation for Security and Co-operation in Europe.
If you would like to know more about my work on behalf of the Government and the
Constituency please do look at my website www.johnhowellmp.com.
Printed and promoted by John Howell MP House of Commons, London, SW1A 0AA

DEADLINE REMINDER – Please note that unless articles are in the hands of the
Editor by the 18th of the month (unless otherwise stated), such articles will miss the
scheduled Newsletter. The views expressed in this Newsletter are not necessarily those
of the Editor or the Parish Council. All material for inclusion in the April 2022
Newsletter should be with the Editor at 27 Chiltern View, Little Milton, by 8.00 p.m.
on 18th March. The Editor reserves the right not to print items submitted for
publication and to edit those items, which are published
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KEY TELEPHONE NUMBERS
Age UK

01865 890879

Naheed Qureshi

Citizens Advice Bureau

0808 278 7907

Thame & District

Church: St James

01844 278349

Revd. Simon Cronk

Doctors

01865 872448
111
0845 345 8995
999

Morland Surgery
Out of Hours Service
NHS Helpline
Medical Emergencies

Little Milton Shop

01844 279978

Alison Shelton (Manager)

Little Milton School

01844 279310

Head:

Milk Deliveries

07773006485

A J Woods Ltd

MUGA

Bookings for the courts are made at the Post Office

Neighbourhood Watch

01844 279468

Mark Willis

Newsletter

01844 279150

Raymond Fergusson (Editor)

OCC

01865 792422

All enquiries

Parish Council

01844 278180

Francois Van der Merwe (Chair)
Andrea Oughton (Clerk)

Pine Lodge

Giles Denby
Linda Lovegrove (Bookings)
24/7 Call out service

01844 279535
0844 7255568
Police

101

Thames Valley Police
(Non-emergency)

Post Office

01844 279001

Public Transport

01865 323201

Comet

SODC

01235 422422

All enquiries

Southern Electric

0800 0727 282

Emergency Number

Thames Water

0800 3169 800

Emergency Number

The Lamb

01844 279527

Ian & Des

Biffa (Verdant)

03000 610610

All enquiries

Alison Shelton (Postmistress)

For all other numbers go to website www.littlemilton.org.uk
Front cover:
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