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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY: FEBRUARY
9.30– 10.30 a.m. Exercise Class- Pine Lodge
9.30 – 3.30 p.m. Adv. Textile workshop – Pine Lodge
9.30– 10.30 a.m. Exercise class- Pine Lodge
9.30 –10.30 a.m. Pilates: Pine Lodge
9.00 a.m.
Holy Communion CW: St James
10.30-11.30a.m. Fitness/Yoga – Pine Lodge
9.30– 10.30 a.m. Exercise class- Pine Lodge
9.30 – 3.30 p.m. Adv. Textile workshop – Pine Lodge
7.30.p.m.
Parish Council Meeting in Pine
Lodge
10th 6.00 – 7.00 p.m. Exercise Class – Pine :Lodge
7.30 p.m.
WI Meeting in the Pine Lodge
11h
9.30 –10.30 a.m. Pilates: Pine Lodge
13th 10.30 a.m.
Family Service: St James
14th 10.30-11.30a.m. Fitness/Yoga – Pine Lodge
15th 9.30– 10.30 a.m. Exercise Class- Pine Lodge
16th 9.30 – 3.30 p.m. Adv. Textile workshop – Pine Lodge
17th 6.00 – 7.00 p.m. Exercise Class – Pine :Lodge
18th 9.30 –10.30 a.m. Pilates: Pine Lodge
21st
10.30-11.30a.m. Fitness/Yoga – Pine Lodge
22nd 9.30– 10.30 a.m. Exercise Class- Pine Lodge
23rd 9.30 – 3.30 p.m. Adv. Textile workshop – Pine Lodge
.7.00 p.m.
Craft evening: Pine Lodge
24th 6.00 – 7.00 p.m. Exercise Class – Pine :Lodge
25th 9.30 – 10.30 a.m. Exercise Class – Pine :Lodge
27th 10.30 a.m.
United Benefice Holy Communion:
St James’
28th 10.30-11.30a.m. Fitness/Yoga – Pine Lodge
1st
2nd
3rd
4th
6th
7th
8th
9th

1st
2nd
3rd
4th

9.30– 10.30 a.m.
9.30 – 3.30 p.m.
6.00 – 7.00 p.m.
9.30 – 10.30 a.m.

Exercise Class- Pine Lodge
Adv. Textile workshop – Pine Lodge
Exercise Class – Pine :Lodge
Exercise Class – Pine :Lodge

PLEASE NOTE
Please check with the event organiser that the event is still taking place as the current
uncertainty with Covid could lead to a cancellation Ed
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SUMMARY FROM THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON
WEDNESDAY 12th JANUARY 2022
Oxfordshire County Council (OCC) Highways
OCCs Local Transport and Connectivity Plan (LTCP) consultation is now open and
runs until 16th March 2022. A series of webinars are planned for both parish councils
and members of the public to attend. The Parish Council agreed to draft a response to
the consultation for discussion at the next meeting.
Evidence of support of the application to OCC to introduce a 20mph speed limit
throughout the village has been submitted to the County Council. The Parish Council
hopes to hear whether the village has been included in the first tranche of approved
areas in February.
Planning
P21/S5075/FUL – Land West of Old Belchers Farm, Church Hill
Change of use of land to provide sculpture park (existing agricultural use maintained)
Resolved to raise No Objections to the application also with comments regarding HGV
movements to and from the site and suggested mitigation to be conditioned should the
District Council grant permission.




A maximum of 18 pieces of art to be displayed at any one time.
Installations shall not be moved on / off site between months of April
and October (when the park is open).
HGV movements to and from the site to be limited to MondayFriday between hours of 10am and 2pm so as to limit the impact on
traffic flow through the village.

Finance
A revised draft budget for 2022-23 was presented following discussion at the last
meeting. Resolved to approve the budget for 2022-23. The budget covers improvement
to public open spaces in the village, the recreation ground and refurbishment of the
MUGA as well as the usual services provided to the village by the Parish Council.
Resolved to set the 2022-23 Precept at £13,500, the same as the previous year, which
equates to £63.20 per annum for a Band D property, a 0.1% increase.
Emergency Plan
The village emergency plan has been completed and copies deposited with OCC, the
Parish Clerk and the Village Emergency Plan Co-ordinators. Thanks were extended to
Cllr Denby for updating the Plan.
Automatic External Defibrillators (AED)
The Parish Council extended thanks to Kate Daunt who regularly checks the AED at
Morgan’s on the Haseley Road and has checked the AED at the Village Hall whilst
Teresa Quested has not be able to. Kate also carries out the yearly maintenance checks
on the AEDs, replacing batteries and pads when needed.
Superfast Broadband Update
Last year the Parish Council invited residents to register their interest for a Gigabit
Voucher funded Fibre to the Premise (FTTP) superfast broadband scheme. The
intention of this was to facilitate a rollout of FTTP to residents in order to future-proof
our village and attempt to include all of the parish if possible. Following the response,
we received from the village (around 80 interested parties) the parish council has been
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working with BT Openreach since late last year to facilitate a parish-wide roll-out of
fibre to be funded with Gigabit vouchers. These conversations are ongoing. After an
initial quotation from Openreach (which is largely generated by an algorithm and
suggested the project is unviable) the next step is to get a more precise quotation which
will involve surveying the village and the path of the fibre spine from Great
Milton. This surveying exercise may shave significant costs (the algorithm sometimes
assumes incorrect engineering works needed for ducts, etc.) from the original quotation
and hopefully bring the project costs to an affordable level. We will report on this as
soon as we have more information.
Separately, Airband has written to many in the village outlining some works that will
be happening over the next few weeks. This work forms part of their contract awarded
by Oxfordshire County Council to connect a number of rural business properties as part
of the Broadband for Rural Businesses in Oxfordshire (BiRO) scheme. We contacted
Airband earlier in January to understand their plans for eventually making Fibre to the
Premise (FTTP) superfast broadband available to residents in the parish. Their response
was: “We are currently concentrating on the BIRO project so as to meet our promised
contractual deadlines. Once the whole of our contracted project is completed we will
then look at building infill projects. These projects including Little Milton are only in
the pipeline at the moment so there no details available. They would be funded by UK
Gigabit vouchers and residents will be contacted as and when the projects are planned,
however we are likely to be looking at the end of the year for any such build
completion.”
The Parish Council expressed its concerns over relying solely on Airband for providing
the village with FTTP infrastructure in a letter distributed to all residents last
year. These concerns included a) the extent to which Airband will be able or willing to
include harder to reach premises in the parish; b) Airband will for an initial period be
the sole provider of FTTP to the village; and c) the poor and inconsistent feedback we
and a number of residents had in their dealings with Airband. Hence, we are continuing
with our efforts with Openreach to see if we can facilitate a Gigabit Voucher funded
scheme for as many properties as possible in the parish. We appreciate this is a
confusing and potentially conflicting state of affairs, especially since each resident can
only pledge their Gigabit Voucher once – so a scheme from Airband will invalidate a
scheme from Openreach and vice versa. Given the uncertainty and concerns over the
Airband project, the Council will continue with its efforts to secure a viable project with
Openreach. There is no guarantee this will be successful or viable, however we believe
it to be worth pursuing in order to achieve our goal of a parish-wide solution not
dependent on a single provider’s commercial interests.
Thames Water Update
Thames Water will be laying 920 metres of lining to existing pipes between Great
Haseley and Little Milton and sealing existing manholes to stop ground water getting
into the network and overwhelming the foul water sewer network.
Please visit the Parish Council website to read full minutes of Parish Council meetings.
Andrea Oughton Parish Clerk
The next Parish Council Meeting will be held on Wednesday 9th February in the
Pine Lodge starting at 8.00 p.m.
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Current Council members
Councillor Francois Van Der Merwe (Chairman)
Councillor Howard Harrison
Councillor Adam Sheppard
Councillor Steve Sidhu (Vice Chairman)
Councillor Giles Denby
Councillor David Wakeling
Parish Clerk Andrea Oughton
County Councillor: Freddie Van Mierlo
District Councillor Caroline Newton

07740438770
01844 279946
01844 279217
01844 279448
07484 187852
01844 278014
clerk@littlemilton.org.uk
07944 492438
07951 477144

SODC: WASTE MANAGEMENT CONTRACT
The minimum charge is £40 for up to 3 items and £8 for each additional item. There is
a maximum of six items per collection day: if you have more than six, you'll need to
book another collection day. Please note that a bed and mattress counts as 2 items and
a three piece suite (consisting of 1 settee and 2 chairs) counts as 3 items.
Before you contact us to book your bulky waste collection, have a good think
about whether you have any other big items to dispose of. Once we have
processed your booking, we are unable to make any alterations or add any other
items – even if you have only booked one or two items.
To arrange this service residents can call the Public Amenities Team on 01235 422406
or book on line from the Council’s website www.southoxon.gov.uk
Give your furniture to a good home
Have you considered donating your furniture to charity or a good home? Emmaus is an
Oxford based charity that will come out to all areas of the county and collect unwanted
furniture free of charge. For legal or practical reasons this does not include soft
furnishings without a fire label, safety items, or any item that is not in a saleable
condition. Please visit the Emmaus website for more details.
BIFFA: WASTE COLLECTION DATES – FEBRUARY 2022
Brown
Grey
Green
Food
1st February
No
Yes
No
Yes
8th February
Yes
No
Yes
Yes
15th February
No
Yes
No
Yes
22nd February
Yes
No
Yes
Yes
REPORT FROM DISTRICT CLLR. CAROLINE NEWTON: JANUARY 2022
Planning
Little Sparrows, Sonning Common: SODC decided in December to end its legal
challenges against a proposal to build a 133 home care village in Sonning Common.
The Inspector’s finding was based on an assessment that SODC no longer has a 5 Year
Housing Land Supply, which has implications for planning decisions across the district.
Joint Local Plan
Scoping work is continuing for the next Local Plan (LP2041). The Call for Sites closed
on 30 September, and they will be published in the New Year.
Housing
The housing team continue to see a significant increase in the number of contacts from
residents at risk of homelessness compared to the previous year. Since March 2020, 97
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households have been placed in emergency accommodation, of whom 78 have
subsequently been moved on to long-term accommodation. The number of rough
sleepers in the district continues to fall — and at the end of December, zero rough
sleepers were recorded here for the first time since 2013.This partly reflects the work
being done by the council to identify and work with people at risk of homelessness to
prevent rough sleeping in the first place.
Affordable housing
SODC uses funding from s.106 payments from developers to deliver affordable
housing. There is a target to build 280 affordable homes in 2021-22, of which 214 had
been completed by Nov 2021.
Water resource South East
WRSE is continuing its work to ensure security of water supply per the next 50-100
years.
A public consultation on a draft regional plan is due to open on 17 January.
Grants
The SODC Capital Grant Scheme closed on 17 Dec. It received 18 applications to the
value of £575,000 - £255,000 over the £320,000 budget.
The Councillor Community Grants Scheme is open until 4 Feb. I have a total of
£5,000 to distribute to community schemes this year. If you are considering applying
on behalf of your group or organisation please get in touch - or for more information
follow
this
link:
https://www.southoxon.gov.uk/south-oxfordshire-districtcouncil/community-support/grants/councillor-community-grants/
REPORT FROM COUNTY COUNCILLOR. FREDDIE VAN MIERLO:
JANUARY 2022
OCC news:
Special Educational Needs and/or Disabilities (SEND) Consultation: Proposals
to improve provision for children and young people with special educational needs
and/ordisabilities will go to public consultation, from 10 January to 7 March.
The Oxfordshire Fair Deal Alliance feels it is vitally important the county improves
on decades of insufficient provision by successive Conservative led
administrations. The consultation will be promoted widely, with 5 online events to
take place in February.
The consultation will inform (1) a new Local Area SEND Strategy and (2) the
Council’s
SEND System Reform. The consultation will be run on the Lets Talk platform
Oxfordshire youth services set to return: County youth services are set to
return forthe first time since they were scrapped by the Conservatives in 2011.
Funding will be provided as part of the Lib-Dem/Green led Oxfordshire Fair
Deal Alliance’s new budget.The new ‘Youth Offer’ will provide targeted support
and outreach to young people, focusing on early intervention to reduce risk of
exploitation, substance misuse, exclusion, housing issues, as well as improving
mental wellbeing.
The new service is a first step towards universal youth work being openly available
to all children and young adults. Oxfordshire’s new Youth Offer will be delivered
through the recruitment of 22 dedicated youth workers across the County. Four
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workers will operatein each district, with 2 county wide youth workers. The service
aims at being operational by the end of February 2022.
Local Transport and Connectivity Plan (LTCP) - Consultation: The LTCP will
go to public consultation from 5 January 2022 until 16 March 2022. The transport
plan sets out a vision to deliver a zero-carbon transport network by 2040, tackle
inequality, protect the environment and improve the health and wellbeing of
residents. The LTCPalso includes the Freight Strategy (covering HGVs).
HGV motion & plan to limit movements: A motion was passed at full council in
December. The motion stated that many rural roads were not made for HGV traffic
and resolves to base the new freight strategy on the principle of “avoid-switchimprove”. Thecouncil agreed to establish a regional network of well-services HGV
through routes and bring in measures to reduce movements through rural roads.
On January 5th, the Cabinet member for travel and development strategy, Cllr
Duncan Enright, approved a recommendation (item 4) to ‘push ahead’ with
developing area wide restrictions in Oxfordshire. At the same meeting, a decision
was made to end the HGV experimental limit in Burford in favour of a holistic
county wide approach.
Libraries and heritage strategy 2022-2027 – consultation: Oxfordshire County
Council will publish a draft heritage and libraries strategy on January 24, after
the council’s cabinet agreed it should be released for consultation. The strategy
sets out anincreased focus on the social and cultural health and wellbeing of the
community.
Following years of cuts and threats to libraries it is pleasing to see libraries once
again being given the recognition they deserve for the role they play in our
communities.
Oxfordshire best performing county for waste disposal: Oxfordshire County
Councilhas once again been named as the best performing county council for
waste disposal in England
Great Milton Methodist Church Services
For further info. please contact Rev Stephen Spain on 01865 763676
Date

Time

Church

Preacher

6th Feb

11:00 am

Great Milton

Revd Stephen Spain

13th Feb

11:00 am

Great Milton

Local Arrangement

20h Feb

11:00 am

Great Milton

Liz Spain

27th Feb

11:00am

Great Milton

Paul Spray
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Comments
Holy
Communion

NOTES FROM SOMEWHERE NEAR THE RECTORY

From Tony Jefferis
For many the end of January and the beginning of February are the gloomiest days of
the year. The nights are long, the days are short, it is cold and wet, and this year is the
third year of Covid restrictions, with some limits to our freedom continuing.
And yet there are signs of hope: in our gardens the snowdrops are beginning to show.
The common snowdrop’s botanical name is galanthus nivalis, a Greco-Roman mixture:
gala means ‘milk’ in Greek, and anthos means ‘flower’. Nivalis comes from the Latin,
meaning ‘of the snow’. The ‘milk-flower of the snow’ is not native to the UK, coming
here in Roman times from Eastern Europe.
Snowdrops have a wide and varied place in European folklore: for example,
in Germany, the story goes that when God created the earth, the flowers were asked to
give some of their colour to the snow. All refused, apart from the snowdrop which, as a
reward, was allowed to bloom each year before all other flowers. In another account,
Eve was weeping in her barren garden after the ‘Fall of Man’ when an angel comforted
her by blowing on to a snowflake and turning it into a snowdrop. A flower bloomed,
and hope was born. Whilst some of the folk tales are darker, the flower has long been
viewed as a symbol of hope for better times ahead.
In the Church it is associated with Candlemas when the church remembers the
presentation of the boy Jesus in the Temple, and as a result, snowdrops were sometimes
known as Candlemas Bells.
The snowdrop is a pretty bell-shaped flower, composed of six white flower segments or
sepals. It is beautiful as an individual bloom, and different varieties are much sought
after by galanthophiles, snowdrop enthusiasts. The flowers are also beautiful in a group,
as can be seen in many of our local churchyards. St Peter’s usually has an impressive
cluster, but this year they are obscured by the building work on the tower, and at St
Mary’s we hope there will be an emerging display this year, after several people from
the village planted fifty or sixty clumps round the beech tree. We wait expectantly!
It is this combination of beauty as an individual flower and beauty in a group that I
would like to highlight. This is one of the central messages of Christianity: anyone, any
individual, is welcome, whatever their origin, whatever they do. Equally, all are called
to be in community to love each other, to be a body which respects and values others
who are differently gifted.
So, can I commend visiting a churchyard with great snowdrops (Swyncombe is
particularly good) and perhaps even giving church a try. You will be welcomed as an
individual, and whatever your inclination, you will enrich our community.
The Rector, Simon Cronk, is away
CHURCH FLOWERS
The rota for this year will be available to those who have already offered to help. If
there is anyone who would like to join our small but happy group, please let me know.
Also if anyone wants to give a donation so that flowers can be put in church to remember
someone on a special day we would be happy to oblige.
Teresa Quested 278922
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February 2022 Services
St Mary’s Great Milton, St James’ Little Milton and St Peter’s
Great Haseley
Date
6th February
(Sunday)
6th February
(Sunday)
13th February
(Sunday)
13th February
(Sunday)
20th February
(Sunday
20th February
(Sunday)
27th February
(Sunday)
27th February

Time
9.00

Service
Holy Communion

Parish
Little Milton

10.30

Family Worship

Great Haseley

9.00

Holy Communion

Great Milton

10.30

Family Worship

Little Milton

9.00

Holy Communion

Great Haseley

10.30

Family Worship

Great Milton

10.30

Benefice
Holy
Communion
Family Gathering

Great Haseley

4pm

Little Milton

CHU2RCH CLEANING ROTA FOR FEBRUARY
W/E 6th February

Mrs A Jones & Jill Hoban
W/E 13th February

Mrs E. Summers & Mrs Wendy Newby
W/E 20th February

Mrs A Blagg & Mrs C D’Aeth
W/E 27th February

Mrs M Davies & Mrs S A Dennis
W/E 6th March

Mrs L. Lovegrove & Mrs C Coward
Sally Ann
FRIENDS OF LITTLE MILTON SCHOOL- 200 CLUB
January
1st
No 17 Teresa Quested
£12.00
2nd
No 9
Eirian Griffiths
£8.00
3rd
No 44 Eliie Roberts Day
£6.00
Diane Austin Little Milton School 200 Club Organiser
WHAT’S HAPPENING AT THE PINE LODGE
We were fully booked for the CPR/Defibrillator in January with 40 participants, and
as a result of feedback from the community we are now planning to schedule a First
Aid course. The classes are small so we will have to take reservations on a first come
basis. As soon as we have a confirmed date we will post information about the class
on the Village Hall website and also the village Facebook page.
Regular activities in the Hall include:
Mondays at 10.30 am Yoga & Fitness with Yvonne (y.cartwright@btinternet.com)
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Tuesdays at 9:30 am and Thursdays at 18.30 Keep Fit on with Alyce
(alycefwf@gmail.com)
Wednesday 9:30 am Advanced Textile on workshop with Amargeet
(amarjeetnandhra@virginmedia.com)
Friday 9:30 am Yoga and Pilates with Lee (lee@grahamcaulfield.co.uk)
WI meet on 2nd Thursday of each month at 19:30 contact Kath Stacy
(kathstacey@yahoo.co.uk)
Crafts meet on 3rd Wednesday of the month at 19:00 contact Kath Stacy
(kathstacey@yahoo.co.uk)
Parish Council meet on 2nd Wednesday of the month. For further details
contact clerk@littlemilton.org.uk
For details, news, and booking info for the Pine Lodge go to www.littlemilton.org.uk
Linda Lovegrove llinda.pinelodge@yahoo.com
Giles Denby
SEWING GROUP NEWS AND DATES
We had a lovely start to 2022 in Spring Cottage and have made some exciting plans for
the future, including a ‘Needles, pins and Pimms’ evening for summer 2023…watch
this space! We will shortly begin work on a Commemoration Kneeler for the Church to
celebrate the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee in June this year and our meeting this month
will take place in 14 Milton Manor Drive from 11.30 onwards on Thursday 24 th
February. Please do telephone Sarah on 279996 by 23rd for lunch time catering numbers.
If you’re hesitating about whether to come and join us please don’t…just come along
on 24th…we’ll make you very welcome!
S.A. Dennis
WELLS FARM ALLOTMENTS
Hopefully, when you read this, the allotment holders will have had the annual meeting,
this time at the allotments so we can talk through any issues, plans, allocation and
newcomers. Not much can be planted in February as the ground is still wet and cold,
except maybe broad beans towards the end of the month. Using cloches can help though
and I am sure a few brave souls will have a go to get an early crop of veg! February is
a good time to plan and mark out the areas for planting in the spring. If you walk (or
run) past the allotments on the way to Ditch End Farm you will see some of the roadside
hedge has been laid to keep it away from the overhead power lines and maintain a
stronger hedge. Hedge laying is a very old tradition mainly practiced in the UK and
Ireland. The idea is to clear away most of the growth leaving the upright stems. These
are cut at the base nearly all the way through but leaving a little bark and sapwood to
maintain connection with the root. They are then bent over and laid nearly flat along the
line of the hedge. Hazel stakes are driven into the ground every yard or so and thinner
hazel binders are woven along the top of the stakes to hold everything together. Many
people take great pride in have everything just perfectly aligned but alas, time (and skill)
does not allow for such luxuries! It still works though...
Happy growing.
Paul. (paulj201@hotmail.com
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LITTLE MILTON WI
In January, we treated ourselves to a takeaway from the Crown in Stadhampton,
followed by wonderful puddings (thanks to Jane). It was a great night with delicious
food, wine and conversation.
At our next meeting on Thursday 10th February at 7.30pm we will be making paper
flower bouquets for Valentines. Everyone welcome.
Visitors £5, or join up for only £11 (for membership to end March 2022).
Do you live in Little Milton, Great Milton or The Haseleys, new to the area, want to
meet new people, make new friends? Then join Little Milton WI and meet like-minded,
local women of all ages in an informal, friendly group. Please email us if you fancy
joining WI or need a lift.
We meet every 2nd Thursday of the month at 730pm in The Pine Lodge, Little
Milton OX44 7PZ
Too shy to come by yourself? Contact us & we’ll find you a WI buddy.
Like us at www.facebook.com/lmpinelodge
Details & news on the Pine Lodge page at www.littlemilton.org.uk
Kath Stacey 279438 or email littlemiltonwi@oxfordshirewi.co.uk
WHEATLEY VILLAGE ARCHIVE HISTORY GROUP – 2022
Wheatley Village Archive History Group Programme 2022 All in Merry Bells at 8pm,
£3 for members, £5 for non-members. Annual membership £3 (payable on first visit.)
Monday 14 February Early women professional gardeners including the founders of
Waterperry - Katherine Bradley
Monday 21 March Holton Park from Medieval Manor to Secondary Academy - a 1000
years of change and continuity - Kevin Heritage
Monday 19 September Scandal in High Society Oxford: selected tales of toffs in
trouble - Julie Godson
Monday 17 October Oxford: Town and Gown: to lick a lord or thrash a cad - Mark
Davies
Monday 28 November Morris Motopolis: the motor works and transformation of
Oxford - Simon Wenham Summer outings tbc
Steph Cox - secretary of WVAHG
VIEW FROM VIEWS
That’s the first month of 2022 gone it only seems yesterday that we were looking
forward to Christmas now, everything is back to as normal as we can expect under the
present circumstances. I can’t understand why this year after such a mild period that
crops seem to have not grown as I would have expected, some of it due I guess, to the
fact we are tending to plant just that little bit later to beat the scourge of one of our
biggest enemies “Black Grass” now that we have limited access to the chemicals to
control it, plus their expense. Having said that everything is looking healthy which, by
not being too forward, are not so vulnerable to disease. The spinoff of this weather is
that the countryside has a wonderful green hue at the moment, never remember a time
like it. Wildlife here still seems to be flourishing, lots of flocks of finches, including
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many Yellow Hammers. Many Hares still evident, which means if they all breed we
should have a good increase in numbers next spring (plenty of fodder for the Kites),
good flocks of Starlings still apparent and, a few Greenfinches starting to appear, with
many other birds as I will mention later.
Well here we go again after a long period of relatively dry weather, 15mm rain on
Christmas Eve and low and behold the Thame was in flood on Christmas day, staying
in flood until 8th January. The plus side of this was that we were visited by about 15
Shoveler Ducks, looking them up in a book we noticed that they were uncommon,
which was quite fun they stayed about 3 days, being accompanied by Grey Lag Geese
and, some other smaller unidentified Ducks, also slightly uncommon at Views Farm.
During this period, being curious I could see a heron, standing on sentry duty as they
do but in exactly the same position every day for the 3 days I visited the site. Whilst on
the subject of the River, as you know something close to my heart, it is good to see the
issue of the pollution that is allowed, getting a lot more publicity latterly which
hopefully will have some effect. Also good to hear on BBC’s “Farming Today” that
Farmers Environmentalists, Water Authorities, Super Markets and, Councils, with the
Environmental Agency (EA), have got together to discuss the problem that I wrote about
concerning the Wye Valley, this has to be a good deal better than a similar organisation
in this area which I understand just broke up in disarray, a very disturbing outcome over
a very important issue, we just must talk and, find a way around these problems. We
now learn that due to a lack of funding the EA will not be able monitor all issues that
they should
I get the impression that gradually some authorities are beginning to realise that we are
in danger of over populating this little Island of ours, recently the New Forest Council
has asked for an embargo on any future development, for this very reason, is it not time
that all planners took this view and, not be contradicted by Government dictat. It is this
over population that is behind most of the pollution problems we are facing, the waste
facilities that we have, whether it be sewage, concentration of animals producing food
for this population, or rubbish disposal we just cannot deal with it, (as I have said many
times before).
It will not have escaped any ones notice that our Minister has announced another part
of our new payment scheme all of which sounds great, it will be as long as it is
introduced sensibly. It is though in danger of being high jacked by big money from the
City or worse still, by foreign money, that can just buy land to produce carbon
sequestration and not food, which has already escalated the price of land and, will
severely reduce ability to produce our own food. In his announcement he states we are
at 70% self-sufficiency, not sure where he gets his figures from. As an example a
prominent British pop star has said, that he had enough money to buy land to plant trees
so that he could continue to fly around the world and, offset the carbon produced. This
cannot be right just carry on doing what you like and plant a few trees to placate the
pollution you leave behind, not good enough, the land has to produce food as well.
When it comes to land use, or should I say taking land out of production to produce so
called Eco Energy, I think we have got it all wrong, I gather there is a running battle
between the City of London and a Dorset Council or, a Dorset organisation, where the
City wants land to erect a large enough Solar array to supply it with electricity, not sure
how this is achieved will they then run cables directly from Dorset to the City or, how
does this work? Surely before we go this far, we should consider covering more roofs
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with panels that are already connected to the grid. This whole situation must be
discussed with all interested parties involved right from Farmers and authorities, right
down to the man in the street, we all need to understand where we are coming from and
compromises made. It seems a little unfair when we in Agriculture are putting as much
of our own resources as we can into saving the environment, when now as it looks as if
Covid restrictions are being lifted, all talk is about booking flights for holidays, it makes
me think why do we bother let’s all fly and spread carbon over everything we can and,
blame the farmers who are only trying to feed us, have a good holiday.
Charles Peers
GREAT HASELEY AND DISTRICT HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY
What a difference a year makes. This time last year we were locked down. This year
we are able to see friends and family, although we are still very careful and will continue
to be so.
There has been a high pressure sitting over us for some time now which has brought a
lot of sun, but also a lot of fog. There have been days when the garden has stayed frozen
all day which is mood lowering. Nevertheless, the sunny days have been wonderful and
my garden cut back continues on those days.
Yesterday there was a loud thud on the kitchen window and I turned to see what I
thought was a magpie flying into the Cercis. Much to my surprise it was a great spotted
woodpecker which is a very rare bird in our garden and I have never seen one at such
close range before. It pecked around for a while and then flew off, seemingly none the
worse for its collision. It is, according to wildlife website I consulted, our most common
woodpecker; we have visits from green woodpeckers on most days which are always a
pleasure.
Also yesterday, I picked some early snow drops and sprigs of winter box for the table.
The pleasure this arrangement brings far exceeds its diminutive size. It is pretty and the
combined scents are wonderful.
By the end of November ordinary snowdrops were through the ground and showing
some white on the buds. For the next month they made no progress, but now some are
developing quickly. It really is starting to feel like spring! The sun does not set until
4.30 allowing longer days in the garden and providing some lovely sunsets.
Every year I say I’m going to have fewer pots outside my front door and every year they
just multiply out of control. I feel bad about throwing away any plants even if I don’t
like them very much. I started to get better with it a few years ago, but I have failed to
keep it up. One good decision has been keeping two large white Marguerites outside
the front door right against the house wall. I’m amazed that they are not only still alive,
but still in flower although I’m sure my grandchildren will sort that out at the weekend.
They like to make ‘terrariums’ in plastic butter boxes which can contain a wide variety
of plants, stones and insects; they usually have flowers on the top layer.
I badly need to keep on top of the weeding which, of course, is now made difficult by
bulb shoots so hoeing is not an option. Every year the weeding gets away from me and
I can already see that this year will be no different.
Enjoy watching your spring garden develop and look at a few seed catalogues to gain
inspiration for the New Year.
Elizabeth Moyes
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A great place to grow
If you have recently had a baby or have young children at home, we have a place for
your children to play and learn and for parents to meet new friends! Did you know
that we are open every weekday?
Monday: Messy Mondays at 10:00-11:30am (drop in)
Tuesday: Story and Rhyme Time at 10:00-11:30am and Maple Babies at 1:00-2:00pm
Wednesday: Cruisers and Crawlers at 10:30-11:30am and Maple Babies at 1:00-2:00pm
Thursday: Little Explorers at 10:00-11:30am and Twinnies at 2:00-3:30pm
Social Butterflies at 10:00-11:30am (drop in)
Family Fun at 10:00-11:30am 3rd Saturday in month
Village Outreach: The Maple Tree at Forest Hill Village Hall on Thursdays from
11:00am-12:00pm (drop in)
Our sessions are bookable through Eventbrite; bit.ly/mapletreeeb. There is a suggested
donation of £2.50 per family per session.

Ways to volunteer; would you like to enrich your own life by helping young
families?
We are in desperate need of volunteers during our sessions; DBS and training
provided. All you need is a pair of hands, a willingness to get a bit messy, a couple of
spare hours a week and a friendly smile!
Or become a trustee – do you have extra time and experience in grant-writing,
accountancy, maintenance, fundraising, teaching or early years? We would love some
extra help and have something for people with all sorts of life experience.
Check out our Website and Facebook pages for our special events, our popular First
Aid classes and helpful information!
We are here to help young families, if you need advice or support: 01865 236700 or
07849 466249
Email:info@mapletree.org.uk
Website: www.mapletree.org.uk
Facebook: www.facebook.com/TheMapleTreeWheatley
Laura Spencer
The Maple Tree Centre Manager

14

Maple Babies and Sensory Play
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WHEATLEY LIBRARY
It is free to join the library!
To apply you will need the following:
 The name of your local library
 A memorable four-digit PIN (not starting with zero)
 An email address.
Access https://libcat.oxfordshire.gov.uk/web/arena/join to complete your form.
After applying online, please visit the library to collect your library card. You will need
to provide some personal identification such as a driver’s licence, passport, or bank
card.
Please wait until you have collected your library card and permanent borrower number
before using eBooks or Reference Online facilities.
If you are housebound or have a reading impairment, please ask library staff for options
that could help provide a better service for you.
Anyone who lives in the United Kingdom is eligible to join Oxfordshire Libraries. It is
free to join. If you are under 16 we will need the name and address of a parent, guardian
or carer, and you must obtain your parent or guardian's permission to provide us with
your details. By completing the form, you confirm that they have consented to us
holding your details in accordance with the data policies below.
Your card number gives you access to our whole range of digital resources, including:
 eBooks
 eAudio
 eMagazines.
If you forget your PIN, you can reset it online and receive an automated reset link via
email
Wendy Stanton (Wheatley library manager 01865 875267
The library is located on the upper level of the Merry Bells Village Hall in Wheatley
High Str
FRIENDS OF WELLS FARM
February brings us an increase in daylight hours and possible one or two warmer days
but we must not forget February 3rd marks the middle of winter if using December 21 st
winter solstice as the start of winter. The trees respond to the extra sunlight and will be
starting to swell their buds ready to burst forth when spring arrives.
In January a fair bit if tidying up has been going on especially around the yard, pond
area and along the top path. Livestock management continues with the care of the 16
limping sheep which were given another foot bath to treat the infection they have picked
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up. Once this infection is in the flock it takes a while to get it under control. The Dexter
cattle will have had a TB test towards the end of January and the plan was to move them
off site so you may find they are no longer in the larger fields by the top path (Blenheim).
In the North East corner field (Blenheim 4) a wild bird seed mix was planted a few years
ago but the field is now a bit overgrown and so it will be ploughed and reseeded to
provide food for birds next winter.
We should see more hare activity in the fields so watch out for a bit of boxing before
March! Please stick to the paths though and keep your dogs from worrying the sheep or
running around the woods. We don’t wasn’t to frighten the wildlife away.
Paul. (paulj201@hotmail.com
MORLAND HOUSE SURGERY NEWS UPDATE
Omicron/COVID-19 and Flu Vaccination Programme Update
The NHS in Oxfordshire and across the country is continuing to vaccinate against
COVID-19.
We are vaccinating as follows:
1st and 2nd doses for people aged 12 years and over
3rd doses for people with a severely weakened immune system aged 18 years and
over
Boosters for people aged 18 years and over
Boosters for people aged 16 and 17 years who are at high risk from COVID-19 or
frontline health and social care workers
Please contact the reception team on 01865 872448 to book an appointment. You may
also book a vaccine at a mass vaccination centre via the NHS National Booking System
https://cutt.ly/HIuGvBo
There is a growing problem of no shows or very late cancellations for vaccine
appointments. This leads either to vaccines having to be destroyed (at £20 each) or
involves additional planning to minimise wastage – time which could be spent on
other patient care roles.
Flu Vaccine
If you are aged 65 or over and you have not yet had your flu vaccine, you may still have
yours at Wheatley Pharmacy. Contact them on 01865 874047 to book yours.
Self-Referral for Age Related Hearing Loss Services
Patients aged 55 or over are now able to refer themselves to the age-related hearing loss
service without the need for a GP referral. If you are aged 55 or over and are
experiencing hearing and communication difficulties and feel you might benefit from a
hearing assessment and rehabilitation including the option of trying hearing aids. Please
ask our reception team for an audiology self-referral form or visit our website where
you can download the form yourself. Details of the providers available are included
within the form.
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Visit Morland House Website
For up-to-date information about our services including opening hours, please visit
www.morland-house.co.uk
NEWS FROM LITTLE MILTON SCHOOL
The new term is well underway, with the children fully engaged in their new topics
(a geography focus this term) and producing fantastic work. They have shown a real
eagerness to learn and an admirable determination to complete challenging new tasks.
Each class has also written personal reflections or prayers about courage, which is our
whole school value for this term, to hang on their values tree in the classroom.
As a new initiative this term, each class will be sharing their learning in a special ‘class
assembly’ in the week before half term; we will still have Good Work assembly on
Fridays as usual. We are also intending to hold another open morning at the end of term
for parents to share their child’s learning.
French and outdoor sports and keyboard lessons have resumed. We are very fortunate
to benefit from specialist teaching and Mondays are always a great start to the week
with such a broad curriculum on offer, as well as Art Club after school. As the weather
gets colder, we have reinstated indoor clubs at lunch time this term for those who prefer
to stay in the warm (although everyone goes out at breaktime). We offer singing and
music club, lego/games club and a ‘book club’ for children to read or borrow school
library books, as well as colouring. These clubs are entirely optional, and children can
still choose to be outside on the playground if they wish.
We are very much looking forward to our ‘Starry Night Stories’ evening on 18 th January
and hopefully we will have a clear sky! Whatever the weather though, we will still be
able to enjoy cosying up in the warm with friends to enjoy a good story or two over a
cup of hot chocolate.
We hope you are managing to stay warm and well.
Best wishes,
Hannah Blest and James Bell Co-Headteacher
FROM OUR FRENCH CORRESPONDENT
Dear All,
MY FIRST REAL EXPERIENCE OF FRENCH HEALTHCARE!
As many of you who have reached the age of 60 will know, you are supplied with a Test
Kit to understand whether your lower digestive system (forgive me if you are just eating
!) is healthy. In my case it wasn’t, so 7 years ago I went to the JR Infirmary for a
colonoscopy (without anaesthetic). I have since had another, 4 years ago, and now it is
time for a repeat, so I booked myself in for a consultation at Marmande hospital.
I arrived (I thought) in good time (15 minutes early) and waited my turn to be
“processed” by a receptionist. However there were about 30 people waiting in the
reception area, so I ended up being 10 minutes late for my appointment. My consultant
was not impressed-“Vous etes en retard “ (You are late !) he exclaimed, but then
examined me, asked my history, and decided I needed another procedure
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He asked “Is next Monday good for you?” in perfect English, and then whisked me
away to the anaesthetists.
It then became clear I was NOT going to have another procedure without anaesthetic. I
was given a huge raft of paperwork to read and sign, and a dietary list for 5 days before
the procedure. The list of everything I liked was banned, with very little on the OK list.
Lean meat, hard cheese, was acceptable,--but no fruit, vegetables, milk, alcohol of any
kind, no fried food, spices, cereals sauces, etc.
I was also required to have a PCR test, but this is where confusion began. The raft of
paperwork said the Covid test needed to be within 48 hours of the procedure, whereas
the Senior Anaesthetist gave me an “Ordonance” (Order) that said I could have my test
72 hours beforehand. A junior anaesthetist gave me an ECG, which seemed to be OK,
so the next Monday was confirmed.
I had a PCR test 72 hours beforehand (PCR tests in France are free) only to be told that
it was too early, so I needed another one! I was also told to follow the strict diet for 3,
not 5 days before the op, so I had endured 2 days of misery for no purpose!
However, once Monday came, the treatment was second to none. At every stage the
nursing staff were checking me, and after the op they would not let me out of their sight
until my lift arrived to take me home. Happily the results were excellent, so it will be
another 5 years before my next visit.
PRUNING THE VINES
I have decided this year to prune a month earlier than last year-last year I started in
Early February, and finished by the end of March. The significance of pruning earlier
is to achieve earlier budbreak, and a slightly earlier harvest.
I also decided to prune in reverse order-that is, to prune the latest ripening varieties first,
(Cabernet Sauvignon) and the earliest ripening varieties last (Chardonnay). The risk of
pruning earlier is frost damage-we did have a late frost last year, which killed off many
fruiting buds, but as I don’t want the vines at this stage to produce a full crop this will
work in my favour.
The weather has been cold here-down to –6C overnight, but the days are often gloriousblue skies, no wind, and warm sunshine. I ventured out one morning last week to find
two deer happily grazing between the vines, and before I could get my camera they had
leisurely sauntered off into the woods.
THE WINES
All 50 litres are now sat in my cold room to mature. As they mature, they are also
clarifying, and the Sauvignon is looking very good, with a slight yellow/gold tinge to
it. Normally winemakers clarify their wines by adding various different substances-egg
whites, isinglass, bentonite clay to name a few, but in a recent discussion a prominent
winemaker said he was moving away from these as they all seem to reduce wine quality,
so no additional clarification will be happening here.
Have I tasted them? No, not yet. The reds will not be drinkable for another 9 months or
more, and I will taste a small sample of the Sauvignon in another 3 months. I don’t have
great expectations, but we shall see!
A bientot!
Stuart
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John Howell MP writes
January 2022
A new year, but many of the same issues roll around. My inbox continues to be
dominated with issues around COVID 19 and, as always, some opposing views on how
we continue to deal with the situation. Whilst there have been some specific concerns
the balance of views being expressed is increasingly towards a sense that we need to
learn to live with the COVID virus and move from pandemic to endemic. This is my
view too. The Coronavirus Act 2020, which came into effect on 25 th March 2020, has a
two-year time limit. This can be extended by Parliament but, as it stands at the moment,
I think it unlikely that the Government will seek the support of Parliament to do so.
Looking to the year that lies ahead I hope that the plans to mark the Queen’s Platinum
Jubilee will be able go ahead as planned for the central weekend of celebration in June.
It would be good to be able to have this national celebration as a time for communities
to come together once again. I would be interested to know what plans communities
across the constituency have.
Thinking about communities I am pleased that the Charities Bill has now been
introduced to the Commons. It has long been acknowledged that charity legislation can
be complicated and unduly burdensome which can hinder charitable activities in some
respects. In response to a report from the Law Commission, which has been supported
in the charity sector, this Bill was introduced in the Lords and has been through the full
process in that House. It was introduced to the Commons on 11 th January and will
received its second reading later this month. Another important piece of work launched
at the start of this year is a consultation on proposals to help new developments achieve
Biodiversity Net Gain. This would put protecting and enhancing the environment at the
heard of housing and infrastructure developments. I know that many in the constituency
will be interested in this. The consultation, which is asking interested parties on the
details of how biodiversity net gain should be delivered, can be found online at the
Government Consultation webpage.
www.gov.uk/government/consultations/consultation-on-biodiversity-net-gainregulations-and-implementation
As the year progresses there will continue to be challenging issues to debate with
strongly felt views on all sides. I am always interested to know the views of constituents
even if we agree to differ. If there is an issue that concerns you please do share your
thoughts. Email is the easiest way in you have access to that. My email address is
howelljm@parliament.uk. Alternatively you can write to at the House of Commons
(House of Commons, London, SW1A 0AA.
If you would like to know more about my work on behalf of the Government and the
Constituency please do look at my website which is regularly updated. The address is
www.johnhowellmp.com.
Printed and promoted by John Howell MP House of Commons, London, SW1A 0AA

DEADLINE REMINDER – Please note that unless articles are in the hands of the
Editor by the 18th of the month (unless otherwise stated), such articles will miss the
scheduled Newsletter. The views expressed in this Newsletter are not necessarily those
of the Editor or the Parish Council. All material for inclusion in the March 2022
Newsletter should be with the Editor at 27 Chiltern View, Little Milton, by 8.00 p.m.
on 18th February. The Editor reserves the right not to print items submitted for
publication and to edit those items, which are published
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KEY TELEPHONE NUMBERS
Age UK

01865 890879

Naheed Qureshi

Citizens Advice Bureau

0808 278 7907

Thame & District

Church: St James

01844 278349

Revd. Simon Cronk

Doctors

01865 872448
111
0845 345 8995
999

Morland Surgery
Out of Hours Service
NHS Helpline
Medical Emergencies

Little Milton Shop

01844 279978

Alison Shelton (Manager)

Little Milton School

01844 279310

Head:

Milk Deliveries

07773006485

A J Woods Ltd

MUGA

Bookings for the courts are made at the Post Office

Neighbourhood Watch

01844 279468

Mark Willis

Newsletter

01844 279150

Raymond Fergusson (Editor)

OCC

01865 792422

All enquiries

Parish Council

01844 278180

Francois Van der Merwe (Chair)
Andrea Oughton (Clerk)

Pine Lodge

Giles Denby
Linda Lovegrove (Bookings)
24/7 Call out service

01844 279535
0844 7255568
Police

101

Thames Valley Police
(Non-emergency)

Post Office

01844 279001

Public Transport

01865 323201

Comet

SODC

01235 422422

All enquiries

Southern Electric

0800 0727 282

Emergency Number

Thames Water

0800 3169 800

Emergency Number

The Lamb

01844 279527

Ian & Des

Biffa (Verdant)

03000 610610

All enquiries

Alison Shelton (Postmistress)

For all other numbers go to website www.littlemilton.org.uk
Front cover: Courtesy of Elliot Jones
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