Wed
Thurs
Frid.
Sat.
Sun
Mon
Tues
Wed
Thurs
Frid.
Sat
Sun
Mon.
Tues.
Wed
Thurs
Frid.
Mon
Tues
Wed
Thurs
Frid
Sat
Sun
Mon.
Tues
Wed
Thurs.

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY: SEPTEMBER 2021
1st
9.30 – 3.30 p.m. Adv. Textile workshop – Pine Lodge
2nd
6.00 – 7.00 p.m. Exercise Class – Pine :Lodge
3rd
9.30 –10.30 a.m. Pilates: Pine Lodge
4th
1.00 p.m.
Inter Village Tug of War: The Green
Great Milton
5th
9.30 a.m.
Holy Communion CW - St James
6th
10.30-11.30a.m. Fitness/Yoga – Pine Lodge
7th
9.30– 10.30 a.m. Exercise class- Pine Lodge
8th
9.30 – 3.30 p.m. Adv. Textile workshop – Pine Lodge
8.00p.m.
Parish Council Meeting in Pine
Lodge
9th
6.00 – 7.00 p.m. Exercise Class – Pine :Lodge
7.30 p.m.
WI Meeting in the Pine Lodge
10th 9.30 –10.30 a.m. Pilates: Pine Lodge
5.30 p.m.
Maypole at the Pine Lodge
11th
Ride & Stride
12th 11.00 a.m.
Family Service – St James
13th 10.30-11.30a.m. Fitness/Yoga – Pine Lodge
14th 9.30– 10.30 a.m. Exercise Class- Pine Lodge
15th 9.30 – 3.30 p.m. Adv. Textile workshop – Pine Lodge
16th 12.00 p.m.
Village Lunch at The Lamb
6.00 – 7.00 p.m. Exercise Class – Pine :Lodge
17th 9.30 –10.30 a.m. Pilates: Pine Lodge
20th 10.30-11.30a.m. Fitness/Yoga – Pine Lodge
21st
9.30– 10.30 a.m. Exercise Class- Pine Lodge
12.00 p.m.
Village Lunch at The Lamb
7.00 p.m.
Shop AGM at the Pine Lodge
22nd 9.30 – 3.30 p.m. Adv. Textile workshop – Pine Lodge
23rd 6.00 – 7.00 p.m. Exercise Class – Pine :Lodge
24th 9.30 –10.30 a.m. Pilates: Pine Lodge
25th 7.00 p.m.
Quiz Night at the Pine Lodge
26th 10.00 a.m.
Benefice Holy Communion CW- St
Mary’s
5.00 p.m.
Harvest Festival Service at St James
27th 10.30 a.m.
Fitness/Yoga – Pine Lodge
28th 9.30– 10.30 a.m. Exercise Class- Pine Lodge
29th 9.30 – 3.30 p.m. Adv. Textile workshop – Pine Lodge
30th 6.00 – 7.00 p.m. Exercise Class – Pine :Lodge
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PARISH COUNCIL
There was no Council meeting in August and the next Parish Council Meeting will
be held on Wednesday 8th September in the Pine Lodge starting at 8.00 p.m.
Current Council members
Councillor Francois Van Der Merwe (Chairman)
Councillor Howard Harrison
Councillor Adam Sheppard
Councillor Steve Sidhu (Vice Chairman)
Councillor Giles Denby
Councillor David Wakeling
Parish Clerk Andrea Oughton
County Councillor: Freddie Van Mierlo
District Councillor Caroline Newton

07740438770
01844 279946
01844 279217
01844 279448
07484 187852
01844 278014
clerk@littlemilton.org.uk
07944 492438
07951 477144

SODC: WASTE MANAGEMENT CONTRACT
The minimum charge is £40 for up to 3 items and £8 for each additional item.
There is a maximum of six items per collection day: if you have more than six,
you'll need to book another collection day. Please note that a bed and mattress
counts as 2 items and a three piece suite (consisting of 1 settee and 2 chairs) counts
as 3 items.
Before you contact us to book your bulky waste collection, have a good think
about whether you have any other big items to dispose of. Once we have
processed your booking, we are unable to make any alterations or add any
other items – even if you have only booked one or two items.
To arrange this service residents can call the Public Amenities Team on
01235 422406 or book on line from the Council’s website www.southoxon.gov.uk
Give your furniture to a good home
Have you considered donating your furniture to charity or a good home? Emmaus
is an Oxford based charity that will come out to all areas of the county and collect
unwanted furniture free of charge. For legal or practical reasons this does not include
soft furnishings without a fire label, safety items, or any item that is not in a saleable
condition. Please visit the Emmaus website for more details.
BIFFA: WASTE COLLECTION DATES – SEPTEMBER 2021
Brown
Grey
Green
Food
1st September ++
No
Yes
No
Yes
7th September **
Yes
No
Yes
Yes
15th September
No
Yes
No
Yes
22nd September **
Yes
No
Yes
Yes
29th September
No
Yes
No
Yes
++ Change due to Bank Holiday
** Subject to confirmation by SODC
DEAR GARDEN WASTE CUSTOMERS: 2 AUGUST 2021
We have taken the difficult decision to suspend our garden waste collections.
As you may already be aware, waste collection services right across the country
have been suffering from disruption over the past few weeks. This has been the case
in Vale of White Horse too.
3

The national and local disruption is due to the ongoing issues of a shortage of HGV
drivers, as a result of the pandemic and Brexit, who are needed to drive our waste
collection vehicles. We also have a number of waste collection staff who are
required to self-isolate by the government’s Track and Trace system.
The situation does not look likely to improve in the next few weeks and so with a
heavy heart we have decided to suspend the garden waste service for a month to
allow the crews to prioritise food waste, recycling and general waste collections.
This approach is in line with government guidelines on the prioritisation of waste
collections. We hope to be able to reinstate the service after a month and we will
review the situation towards the end of August before providing an update.
We hope to be able to reinstate the service after a month and we will review the
situation towards the end of August before providing an update.
We are confident that we can honour our commitment to provide a minimum of 20
collections a year for this paid for service. In normal years, we provide more
collections than this partly thanks to our extra-large garden waste collections in the
Spring and Autumn. We don’t envisage this year being any different, so nobody
should be out of pocket.
We will let you know as soon as we are in a position to restart the service. We will
keep you updated via these garden waste pages on our website and our social media
sites.
If you would like to dispose of your garden waste you can take it to one of
Oxfordshire County Council’s Household Waste Recycling Centres if you’re able –
you can check the county council’s website for opening times. Or if you’d rather,
you can wait until the garden waste service resumes and we’ll take it then.
Please note that we are not taking on any new garden waste customers at this time
and we will review this again when the situation with the service changes. We will
continue to deliver bins to households who have already signed so that you are able
to start using the service once it is restarted.
We are extremely sorry for the inconvenience and we are working hard with Biffa
to try and resolve these issues and reinstate the service as soon as is possible.
South Oxfordshire District Council
JOINT LOCAL PLAN 2041
If you weren’t aware, South Oxfordshire and Vale of White Horse District Council
are now preparing a Joint Local Plan to 2041, which once adopted will replace:
 South Oxfordshire Local Plan 2035 (adopted December 2020)
 Vale of White Horse LPP1 (adopted December 2016) and LPP2 (October
2019)
The Joint Local Development Scheme (LDS) sets out the timetable for producing
new planning policy documents, including key production and public consultation
stages. This is the first joint LDS that covers South Oxfordshire and Vale of White
Horse District Councils, and includes details of the Joint Local Plan.
We begin a stage called ‘Call for Land and Buildings Available for Change’
The ’Call for Land and Buildings Available for Change’ is an invitation to
landowners, agents, developers, community groups and others who are interested
in having land considered for a range of different uses to submit information to the
councils on the sites they would like to be assessed. This will help inform our new
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Joint Local Plan 2041 which will allocate land to meet housing, employment and
other land use needs of the districts.
This process is usually referred to as a ‘Call for Sites’. The change in name reflects
that, as well as land for housing and jobs, there is also an opportunity to submit
sites for community and environmental uses, such as public open spaces or
renewable energy, through this process. We are particularly keen to hear about
previously developed land (also known as brownfield sites) that is available, or
existing larger buildings that could be converted for new uses to help reduce the
scale of greenfield development.
Land proposed for consideration will be added to our submitted sites register and a
high-level review of the site will be undertaken by officers. This exercise is purely
a data gathering exercise about locations that may be available and appropriate for
development or new uses. Land submitted to the councils through this process will
only gain planning status if it is taken forward as an allocation within the Joint
Local Plan. This Call for Land and Buildings Available for Change process does
not grant planning permission to any sites submitted.
The Call for Land and Buildings Available for Change runs for six weeks, from
Thursday 19 August 2021 to midnight on Thursday 30 September 2021 .
LETTER FROM WASTE AND RECYCLING OFFICER
South Oxfordshire District Council and Vale of White Horse District Council
26 July 2021
Dear residents,
The parish council has reported to us that there is a growing dog fouling issue across
our districts.
Although there are many benefits that come with owning a dog (especially during
lockdown), there are also responsibilities which include cleaning up after your dog.
Please be aware that it is an offence to not clean up after your dog or leave used dog
waste bags anywhere other than an appropriate bin. Under the Dog Fouling of Land
Act 1996, allowing your dog to foul can result in an on-the-spot fixed penalty notice
of £50 and incorrect disposal of dog waste bags e.g. not putting them in the bin can
result in an £80 fixed penalty notice. If fines are not paid, cases can be escalated to
court resulting in fines of up to £1,000.
There are some council owned litter bins within your parish. These can be used for
both litter and dog waste bags – you do not need to find a specialist dog waste bin.
You can also put dog waste bags in your black general waste wheelie bin so if you
cannot find a bin or bins are full, please take it home.
We know that most residents take a lot of pride in their local area and we encourage
everybody to take extra steps in keeping your parish clean and tidy.
If you have any questions please feel free to contact the waste team at
waste.team@southandvale.gov.uk
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RECTOR’S PINT
We celebrate the 6th Anniversary of our move to the Rectory on September the 23 rd.
Anyone who has ever been to the Rectory will know that the first to greet you would
have been our beautiful Labrador, Dylan. Like it or not, he was there for you with
his welcome bark and rather less welcome deposit of fur on your clothes, particularly
if you made the mistake of wearing anything dark. It is said of Labradors that they
moult only twice a year, once for the first six months and then again for the next six
months!
Dylan was very much at the heart of our home; He was a part of the ‘package’ that
we brought here with us when we moved.
Very sadly, he is no longer with us. He was taken ill very suddenly, early one
morning at the beginning of August, and had to be rushed to the emergency vet in
Woodstock. This was made harder as only the day before I had been diagnosed with
a very damaged Achilles tendon and my leg was in plaster pending the fitting of a
leg brace the following day. Dylan had a ruptured tumour on his spleen and the only
option we had was to have him put to sleep. The whole thing from start to finish
took three hours and so it was a huge shock. I am so grateful to the vet that he put
all Covid caution aside and allowed us to be with Dylan as he left us.
Some might not understand this, but to lose an animal who has been at the heart of
the family home is not a lesser grief, it is very real and very raw. We were helped a
little on the Thursday he died, because Cath drove us to Wiltshire to stay overnight
so that I could take the wedding of my Goddaughter in Bathampton on Friday. I did
this in my leg brace and crutches! It was good to be able to go, a real distraction and
a joy and also to be in a place not associated with Dylan. Returning home to the
silence of an empty house on Saturday was a horrible experience for us.
Our human relationships with animals are a profound part of who we are. I don’t
think that you have to be a keeper or guardian of a beloved pet to know this, but
those who have had this privilege (and it is a profound privilege) will understand
that in that relationship we discover something about unconditional love, acceptance
and trust. I think I am the bigger for that and I thank God deeply for the experience,
the joy, the fun, and the hope that Dylan brought (as well as the exercise!) Dylan
came to us as a gift at a particularly difficult time and he has been with us through
some subsequent difficulties as well as good times. Learning to continue without
him will be, for a time anyway, a bit tough.
This is a prayer we can use for our animal companions who have died (the author is
unknown):
Heavenly Father, Creator of all things, thank you for having entrusted us with such
a loyal friend. Thank you for letting this beautiful animal teach us unselfish love.
Thank you for the memories we can recall to brighten our days for the rest of our
lives. Finally, in gratitude, we return our cherished companion to you. Amen.
Simon
CHURCH SERVICES
Because of my ankle injury I have been confined to taking only one ‘live’ service a
week. Unfortunately, we do not feel that we can sustain three services every Sunday
and so, for September, the 8.00 am service has been cancelled.
Two of our Harvest Festival services will be taking place, in September. The
St Mary’s service will be on the 19th September. St James’ will celebrate
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Harvest on the 26th. Please see the details below. St Peter’s Harvest Festival
will be on Sunday 3rd October
BENEFICE SERVICES SEPTEMBER

Sunday
5th September
Trinity 14
Sunday
12th September
Trinity 15
Sunday
19th September
Trinity 16
Sunday
26th September
Trinity 17

GREAT
MILTON
St Mary’s
No
Service

GREAT
HASELEY
St Peters
Family Service

Holy Communion
CW
9.30 a.m.
Harvest Festival
Service

11.00 a.m.
No
Service

LITTLE
MILTON
St James’
Holy Communion
CW
9.30 a.m.
Family Service
11.00 a.m.
No
Service

Holy Communion
CW
9.30 a.m.

11.00 a.m.
Zoom Service
With reflection

Benefice
Communion
CW
10.00 a.m.

9.00 a.m.

Harvest Festival
Service
5.00 p.m.

GREAT MILTON METHODIST CHURCH SERVICES
Due to the fact we are such a small chapel we cannot extend the invites to attend the
Sunday services to the general public. Hopefully in the near future it will be
possible, we are trying to adhere to government guidelines & are concerned with
cases increasing rapidly & this variant being more transmissible. We want to ‘sit
tight’ for another few weeks to see how things pan out
CHURCH CLEANING ROTA FOR SEPTEMBER
W/E 5th September

Mrs M Davies & Mrs S A Dennis
W/E 12th September

Mrs L. Lovegrove & Mrs C Coward
W/E 19th September

Mrs A Jones & Jill Hoban
W/E 26th September

Mrs E. Summers & Mrs Wendy Newby
W/E 3rd October

Mrs A Blagg & Mrs C D’Aeth
Sally Ann
FRIENDS OF LITTLE MILTON SCHOOL- 200 CLUB
Normal service will resume after the summer holidays with the August and
September winners apperaing in the October Newsletter.
Diane Austin Little Milton School 200 Club Organiser
JAZZ NIGHT AT THE NEIGHBOURS HALL GREAT MILTON
On FRIDAY 17th Sept 8pm (doors open at 7:30pm) Tickets £10
From Yvonne 07761675847
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Oxfordshire Historic Churches Trust

34th Sponsored Ride & Stride
SATURDAY 11th SEPTEMBER
In aid of the Historic Churches Trust and St James’ Church
Our village has in the past participated in this above event. It is a very
effective way of raising funds for our church and supporting the Historic
Churches Trust. The number of Riders and Striders has sadly diminished
over the years
Are there any riders or striders out there who could enter this year and take
part? Sponsorship is almost guaranteed as our rider last year achieved a
sponsorship total of over £200 without much effort If you could walk
around a few churches or better still cycle a few more could you please
contact me for more details and then I will carry on making arrangements
for our church to be manned. This is a national event and would prove to
be an interesting trip for any participant.
Please contact the Editor on 01844 279150 if you are interested in taking
part. The church will also require support to welcome Riders/Striders who
visit St James on that day.
WHAT’S HAPPENING AT THE PINE LODGE
The village hall is now open without restrictions so if you have plans for a gathering
or celebration please contact us.
On Saturday 25th September at 7.00 pm we will finally be restarting our program
of very popular Quiz Nights (see the advert for details). The evening includes a 2
course dinner very kindly prepared by volunteers in the village. If you would like to
help, we specifically need some new volunteers to help in preparing the deserts.
Tickets are for sale as usual in the Village Shop.
Regular activities include:
Yoga & Fitness Mondays at 10.30 am with Yvonne
(y.cartwright@btinternet.com)
Keep Fit on Tuesdays at 9:30 am and Thursdays at 6.30pm with Alyce
(alycefwf@gmail.com)
Advanced Textile on Wednesday 9:30 am workshop with Amargeet
(amarjeetnandhra@virginmedia.com)
Yoga and Pilates Friday 9:30 am with Lee (lee@grahamcaulfield.co.uk)
We are very happy to welcome a new member to the Village Hall Committee,
Victoria Barry who has recently moved into the village.
Details & news on the Pine Lodge page at www.littlemilton.org.uk
Giles Denby 07484 187852 / Linda Lovegrove 279535
llinda.pinelodge@yahoo.com
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WELLS FARM ALLOTMENTS
At first I was horrified... But quickly realised little Peter Rabbit had gotten over the
fence and into my plot then couldn’t find his way out... or could he? Fortunately
rabbits don’t eat squashes or fruit bushes so what I have left on the plot should be
safe enough. I did grow some kidney beans as an experiment and have some on the
way. These have a toxin that needs to be boiled out. Hopefully Peter Rabbit doesn’t
have a go at those... Squashes should be good this year as there has been enough
water to swell them. September should be good enough to ripen them ready for
harvesting. Growing food is a bit of a “hit or miss” affair. It is important to celebrate
the successes and learn from the failures. It also helps to appreciate what the farmers
have to go through in order to provide enough food to feed us all.
If you are interested in having an allotment next year feel free to contact me.
Paul. (paulj201@hotmail.com
LITTLE MILTON WI
In August, a few of us visited Greys Court in Henley-on-Thames and had a lovely
tour of the National Trust house and gardens. Thank you to LMWI for buying us tea
and cake.
Our next meeting on Thursday 9th September is back in the Pine Lodge at 7.30pm
with a Talk & Sale by Project Linus Quilts UK (www.projectlinusuk.org.uk).
They give new homemade patchwork quilts and knitted blankets to sick and
traumatised babies, children and teenagers. You can also see their work at the Quilt
Exhibition on 17-18 September 10am-4pm at Witney Methodist Church OX28
6HG.
Come and find out about their work, everyone welcome. Visitors £5.
We are also running the tea and cake stall at the 3-village Tug of War day on
Saturday 4 September 1-3pm. Any offers of helpers on the day and/or donations
of cakes - please let me or Clare BP know. All in aid of the three churches of Little
Milton, Great Milton and Great Haseley. Come along and support this 3-village
event.
Do you live in Little Milton, Great Milton or The Haseleys, want to meet new
people, make new friends? Then join Little Milton WI and meet like-minded, local
women of all ages in an informal, friendly group. Please phone or email us if you’re
feeling lonely, want a chat, fancy joining WI.
We meet every 2nd Thursday of the month
Too shy to come by yourself? Contact me & I’ll find you a WI buddy.
Like us at www.facebook.com/lmpinelodge
Details & news on the Pine Lodge page at www.littlemilton.org.uk
Kath Stacey 279438 or email littlemiltonwi@oxfordshirewi.co.uk
VILLAGE WEDDING
To celebrate our daughter Polly and her Partner Andy’s wedding we will be holding
a garden party on the afternoon and evening of Thursday 9 September this will
include setting off a few fireworks at around 9 pm, we apologise for any disturbance
the event make cause.
Steve and Carol Willis; Five Penny Cottage
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VILLAGE LUNCH AT THE LAMB
Our next lunch will be on Thursday 16th September 2021. Everyone is welcome
including visitors to the Village so do try and come along. A two course menu is
£12. Please give Ian or Des a ring at the Lamb on 01844 279527.
WHEATLEY LIBRARY
We are delighted to be able to expand our opening hours a little with further
increases planned in mid- August and early September. This also means we will be
able to restart some of our usual events before long. To keep up to date with news
about Wheatley Library follow Friends of Wheatley Library on Facebook.
Amended Wheatley Library Hours
Interim Open Hours
Tuesday 2pm-5pm
Wednesday 9.30a.m.-1p.m. and 2-5p.m.
Thursday 2p.m.-5p.m.
Friday 9.30 a.m. -1p.m. and 2-5p.m.
If you are interested in volunteering within the library please come in and chat to
us. A variety of roles are available.
Wendy Stanton (Wheatley library manager)
ROYAL BRITISH LEGION 100th ANNIVESARY
Hopefully there will be a normal collection around the village in November but I
have been advised by the local organiser that there will a limited number to the
overall district of anniversary lapel badges available at a recommended donation of
£4. If you would like to reserve one (subject to availability) please let me know on
01844 279150.
Raymond Fergusson
A SAD GOODBYE
With regret we said a farewell to Little Milton last month. We had fun leading up to
our move with parties, dinners and lunches as if you were all trying to prevent our
move to Dorset to be nearer our family.
A very big thank you for presents, cards and the happy but sad time. We will miss
you all and hope to re-visit but also see you if you can come to Wimborne! We are
waiting for you. We will miss little Milton after 20 years of life in the most fantastic
village! I hope you all realise. What you have!
Anne & David Hawkins Annemhawkins@hotmail.co.uk
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VIEW FROM VIEWS
I think I have mentioned before that our field margins where we have planted
wildflowers didn’t seem to have so many flowers this year, this is certainly the case
but what I have noticed an increase in many other species and many beneficial plants
that don’t necessarily have flowers, the other observation I have made is that where
we have run or walked over any area this has also reduced this sort of growth
illustrating my point that it is important to be careful where we tread. It is wonderful
at this time of year to be able to not how just by letting nature take its own course
how such a variety of plants appear, we left a small part of our lawn uncut just to
see, it has already got Scabious, Knapweed, wild geranium, yarrow, plus plantains
and that’s just 3 months of no cutting. It’s good to see the roadsides where Little
Milton has adopted this action, where there are already many species flourishing,
pity other councils don’t do the same, here in Great Milton there are many areas that
could benefit by being left, and save the Parish Council budget, as they always seem
to find it difficult to fund other items around the village. There is a problem though
with Ragwort, which seems to have profited from conditions this year. There was a
time that I thought it to be an offence to allow it to grow, as it was a danger to the
health of cattle and horses, I even heard of a case where it caused a human death,
now it is said to be very beneficial for certain insects.
An interesting observation I made whilst looking at Deer early one morning as
walked down one of the tramlines. Let me just explain a tramline as some readers
may not quite understand the terminology, these are the wheel makings that are
obvious at this time of year. These are set out by programming the drill, at the time
of planting, to miss a row or two at a specified distance to suit the fertilizer spreader
and sprayer, so that the operator knows exactly where to drive without running on
too much crop. Back to the point, many years ago it was very annoying to see the
damage that Deer would do to a crop that now does not seem to occur, it dawned on
me as to why this does not happen anymore and I is because we have these tramlines
which is easier for them to walk through that a standing crop, so another plus to
technology.
When I last wrote the news of the Australian trade deal had only just hit the press
and I did not have any details to hand, in order to make comment. Now however I
have a clearer picture and I’m sure most of you will understand why we farmers are
somewhat concerned, and basically the Australian farmers have the lower costs of
production, due mainly, to the fact that they are allowed to use methods which have
been banned in the UK, some for very good reasons of health, & animal welfare, I
also get the impression the cost of their land, being a lot lower than ours to start off
with. As all legislation relating to our production methods have been driven by
public opinion it seems bizarre that HM Government and the trade secretary seem
to have ignored this fact. We were led to believe by our vociferous PM, that our
food production methods would be preserved at all costs, to which end the
Government installed a commission to monitor this sort of deal, but so far have not
appointed its chair, which sort of begs the question “what do we believe”. Basically
it has to be good for the country as a whole, and good to be dealing with a country
that is more related to us than the Europeans, as long as things are labelled as
produce of wherever, in understandable labelling it should not be a problem, then if
the public want that produce, we then will know not to care for our animals or the
countryside or global warming!!! Otherwise the comment that the Government has
“thrown the farming industry under a bus” starts to ring true.
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I often refer to the conundrums we have to face, we laugh at Jeremy Clarkson when
he refers to them but here is an example as printed in this month’s union journal.
The Police are advising s to create barriers around our property to deter criminals
from hare coursing joy riding committing wildlife crimes etc., on their land. The
union warns us that we should before digging ditches or creating earth bunds, check
that this does not contravene existing rules regarding our various payment rural
support schemes. We should also consider if our land is an “SSSI”, or a “special
area of conservation” also does it cross a footpath, or interfere with a “scheduled
monument”, where is the earth for a bund from, does it need a waste disposal licence,
and is free of all contaminants? and so on.
Charles Peers

LITTLE MILTON VILLAGE SHOP
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
TUESDAY 21st SEPTEMBER
At 7.00 p.m. in the Pine Lodge
You are invited to attend the Annual General Meeting of the
Little Milton Village Shop and be updated on the shop’s
developments and progress during the past twelve months.
You will also have the opportunity to ask any questions that
you may have on shop. Everybody welcome

Hello from The Maple Tree!
This summer we have something for everyone – in person or online
Monday
30 August
Bank
Holiday

Tuesday
31 August
Maple Tree
at Little
Milton Pine
Lodge
10:30-12:30

Wednesday
1 September
Maple Babies
10:30-11:30
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Thursday
2 September
Maple Chefs
12:00-1:30
Forest Hill
11:30am12:30pm

Friday
3 September
Social
Butterflies
10:30-11:30

RAMBLERS NEWS!
During the lockdown Thame & Wheatley Ramblers attempted to keep a walks
programme going, at times in groups of 2, then 6, then 30 and now… unlimited
numbers! We originally set up a booking system through TicketSource, with a
waiting list, but we have now been able to dispense with this, though we do still
have to keep a register of all those on our walks. Most of our walks have been
local, from Wheatley and Thame, with others planned from Watlington,
Waterperry, Bledlow and places in between and (a little way!) beyond. However,
all the walks are subject to change, but the details can be found on the ‘Walking’
link of our website
www.ramblers-oxon.org.uk/thame-wheatley.html
We are also now permitted to have footpath maintenance working parties and have
purchased our very own Stihl petrol strimmer. We will be kept busy this summer
as brambles and nettles seem to be flourishing on our paths!
In other news, Thame has a new 20 mile walking route called the Thame Outer
Circuit. The circuit is an integral part of the Thame Green Living Plan, which is a
ten-year plan for a cleaner, greener Thame. The route passes through villages
surrounding Thame, including Haddenham, Long Crendon and Shabbington, with
links back to the centre of town. It was designed by Thame & Wheatley Ramblers
member Tony Clark. It was launched in March and already several people have
completed the entire circuit in a single day, one taking only 6 hours! Leaflets for
the route are now available in the lobby of Thame Town Hall. The circuit is split
into three sections with these and the linking routes from Thame town centre
described in detail in the leaflet. You can also find details under Visit Thame>Town
Trails on the Thame Town Council website
www.thametowncouncil.gov.uk
This route is affectionately known as TOC, but it also has a baby brother TIC, the
Thame Inner Circuit. This 4 mile circular route uses the Phoenix Trail, Cuttle
Brook Nature Reserve and footpaths through Lea Park. Details of it can also be
found on the Town Council's Town Trails web page.
Ruth Cornish
Thame & Wheatley Ramblers
FRIENDS OF WELLS FARM
With the harvest nearly over and fields cleared there are now quite a few animals
wondering where all their ground cover has gone! Over the many years that Wells
Farm has been under the stewardship of BBOWT, many hedges have been planted
and these have now become the refuge for animals that would have been able to hide
amongst the crops. Looks like the blackberries are a little late this year and so there
should be plenty in September for the animals as well as a few blackberry and apple
pies!
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Some of you noticed that from mid-August the starlings were not coming to the
garden feeders very much. This is likely to be because they were out in the fields
picking up the stranded insects exposed by the cleared fields. It is unclear how many
starlings will stay with us over winter. Some may join the Otmoor murmurations
while others could fly south to Africa. I guess we will see.
Currently the livestock numbers at Wells are low. By now the two Dexters may have
been TB jabbed and reunited with the others at another site. They may return in the
winter. We do still have some sheep. There always seems to be one limping and it
is unclear why. Possibly due to the longer grass in the fields. One that seems
particularly susceptible is Kenny. Named after the jazz trumpeter Kenny Baker
apparently. Kenny is one of the white Beulah sheep with particularly black and white
“socks”.
With the grasses growing particularly well this year there is a good chance there are
harvest mice thriving and the Mammal Society want to get more people looking for
them. I plan to survey along a couple of hedgerows where I have found nests before
late October time. They are amazingly intricate and very well hidden. A bit like
looking for a needle in a haystack but patience is rewarded. If anybody is interested
in joining me just let me know so I can keep in contact nearer the time.
I have been thinking of arranging a monthly walk and talk around Wells Farm.
Possibly the first week in the evening (or afternoon during the winter). Would people
be interested? Just let me know.
Paul. (paulj201@hotmail.com)
NEWS FROM LITTLE MILTON SCHOOL
At the time of writing, in mid-August, Hannah, James and the children are having a
well-deserved break from school.
The next academic year will mark the 150th anniversary of our school and exciting
plans are being made to celebrate this momentous birthday at a special village event
on Friday, 10th September. This will also provide the children with an opportunity
to show off their Maypole dancing as our much-loved traditional event had to be
postponed due to Covid restrictions earlier this year. We look forward to seeing you
– please see the poster in this newsletter for further details.
While the school has been empty, a small and dedicated group of Little Milton exparents has been working hard on the Early Years’ garden to make sure it is ready
for the children to explore and enjoy at the beginning of term. Many thanks indeed
to Eirian, Jane, Caroline Roger and Steve.
If you would like to help with the garden or support the school in another way on a
one off or more regular basis, we would love to hear from you – please email
llongshaw@lmilton.org
Best wishes,
Linda Longshaw
Chair of Governors
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Do you enjoy fresh air, gardening and supporting our community?
If you do, we have the perfect opportunity for you. Little Milton School has a
wonderful new Early Years garden which the children benefit from and enjoy using
every day. We are looking for volunteers to help us tidy and nurture this very special
space on a one off or more regular basis. Please email llongshaw@lmilton.org for
further details. We look forward to hearing from you.
MORLAND HOUSE SURGERY NEWS UPDATE
Patient Participation Group (PPG) Update
Please note that this update has been prepared on 12 th August 2021, events,
particularly those involving Covid will have moved on by the time you get to read
this.
COVID-19 Vaccination Programme Update
If you are aged 18 or over or are within three months of your 18 th birthday and you
have not yet been contacted for your first vaccination, you may book your vaccine
online through this website www.nhs.uk/covid-vaccination or by phoning 119.
Morland House is currently calling in 16 – 18 year olds for their vaccine.
For up-to-date information please visit
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/
COVID-19 Vaccination Card
Patients with online access to their medical record (through the Patient Access app)
can now view their COVID-19 vaccination record from the home screen of the app.
This new feature will automatically be visible for patients who have already had
access to their detailed care record and immunisations enabled by their practice.
For information on how to gain online access to your medical record, please go to
www.morland-house.co.uk and search ‘Online Access’.
Important Information to keep you safe while isolating at home
If you have suspected coronavirus and have not been admitted to hospital, you
may be isolating at home. Please see this leaflet for important information on how
you can manage. https://tinyurl.com/dpuf8wbs
This leaflet can also be accessed on our website.
Visit Morland House Website For up-to-date information about our services,
please visit www.morland-house.co.uk
FROM OUR FRENCH CORRESPONDENT
Bonjour Tous!
THE VINEYARD-DOWNY MILDEW AGAIN!
Just when everything was looking good, Downy Mildew has struck again. I had
thought I had sprayed enough Bordeaux Mixture to prevent it, and you could still
see the blue evidence on some of the leaves, but we had an extended period of rain
in late July/early August which caused a new outbreak. To be fair, the whole of
France seems to have been hit, so I shouldn’t feel too bad about it, but it is annoying.
Leaves are dying, but thankfully most of the bunches of grapes seem to be relatively
unaffected, other than the occasional shrivelled grapes.
Of course, if I wasn’t Bio (Organic) I could spray to destroy the disease even nowbut I am, so I can’t. I recently met with a lady who, with her husband, had owned a
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vineyard here between 2003 and 2013. I told her I was hoping to become Biodynamic, and she looked at me in horror. I explained that many of the top vineyards
in France were going that way, and her response was telling. “They can afford it
“she said.
MAKING MY FIRST WINE!
Looking at the vines, the Sauvignon Blanc, Merlot and Malbec all have enough
healthy bunches of grapes on them to allow me to make my first wine. John, my
sommelier friend, tells me that everyone makes rubbish wine to begin with, so
expectations are not high, but I have been buying wine making kit for small
quantities-similar to what a Home Winemaker would use. In fact there is a Home
Winemaking Channel on YouTube which I have found very helpful
I have learned that White wine is more difficult to make than red wine. Firstly white
grapes need to be picked in the early morning, because the flavours are spoiled by
heat, and then often given a “cold soak” before pressing, where the temperature
should not rise above 10 degrees centigrade. After about 24 hours of cold soak, the
grapes are pressed and the juice fermented again at relatively low temperatures to
retain the flavours and aromas. It is also important to deny oxygen-otherwise the
juice turns brown.
Red grapes on the other hand can be picked, crushed (not pressed yet) and left to
ferment in an open top bucket-no real need to keep the temperature down, or deny
oxygen.
As I write this (18th August) the black grapes have almost all changed colour, and
the Sauvignon are changing from green to a pale yellow. This period is called
“veraison”, when the grapes change colour, and in a normal year it takes 45-50 days
from the start of veraison to picking time, so it looks like I will be picking around
the end of September.
FRANCE & COVID
My last letter said that France had only around 3,000 cases daily, but since the Euro
football tournament cases have risen to near UK levels-I don’t think that was a
coincidence! I had my second jab on July 15 th, and France is now catching the UK
with the numbers of people fully vaccinated. President Macron recently went on TV
to announce that anyone not fully vaccinated could not visit bars, restaurants and
cafés, with the result that 3 million French tried to book a vaccination on the same
night-needless to say the website crashed !
Subsequently, an App called “Tous Covid” has been created which gives you your
full vaccination status if requested in a bar, restaurant or even a Night Market. The
St Sernin night markets have continued, but last Saturday was the first time I needed
to produce my mobile with my “Tous Covid” status on it to gain entry, and this is
for an outdoors event.
CARTE DE SEJOUR
Finally, following Brexit, every Brit living in France needs to apply for a Carte De
Sejour, which basically involves proving that you have enough income not to
become a burden on the state. I supplied all the necessary information, and now
await an appointment at the Prefecture in Agen to have my fingerprints taken (!) and
provide passport photos. Then I will be legal!
A bientot
Stuart, stuartmmcgill@gmail.com
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John Howell MP writes
August 2021
As we learn to live with COVID19 some of life’s most important opportunities and
pleasures are likely to be increasingly dependent on vaccination. This is true in
relation to both activities at home and abroad. Already other countries have a
requirement that people must have had two doses of a vaccine as a condition of
quarantine free travel. At home there are activities in crowded venues that people
are keen to get back to. Being able to go to a nightclub is one that has been very
much in the media spotlight.
I know that some people question why others are so keen to go to such venues, but
I appreciate that those who enjoy clubbing and have been denied the opportunity for
so long want to do so. It is generally younger people who like to go to such places,
and I think that they have suffered greatly with lockdown and restrictions. I do not
want to see nightclubs and other venues closed again but it does means that measures
need to be in place to help ensure that they are as safe as possible. A NHS Covid
Pass which shows proof of vaccination, a recent negative test or natural immunity –
as a means of entry is therefore sensible. I fully appreciate concerns being raised
over this being reduced to proof of vaccination and expect that this particular debate
will be an important one in coming weeks. Similarly I appreciate concern at
extending the vaccination to younger people especially when it was previously not
advised. However research into vaccines is ongoing and all new data is used to
inform the Government on various aspects of immunisation strategy
.
Another key issue is of course climate change and with COP26 drawing ever closer
our minds are rightly drawn to focus on this. The report of the Intergovernmental
Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) just published leaves us in no doubt of the urgency
of this. As Alok Sharma, the government's climate co-ordinator said the report is a
stark warning about the need to cut emissions. I agree that this is a priority and am
pleased that the UK was the first country in the G7 to legislate to achieve net zero
emissions by 2050. I share the desire to get to net zero sooner and Government has
to ensure that what is put into regulation is achievable for everyone. It has already
announced the interim target of reducing emissions by 68 per cent from 1990 levels
by 2030. This target is faster than any other major economy. A cross-community
consensus will be required to ensure the UK achieves a transition that works for all.
As well as Government measures on this we all need to do what we can to make our
own contribution by makes what changes we can to our own lifestyles.
Although Parliament is currently in recess my office remains open. If you have an
issue that you would like to raise with me, if possible, please email me at
john.howell.mp@parliament.uk. If you cannot email you can still write to me at the
House of Commons, London, SW1 0AA or PO Box 84, Watlington, OX49 5XD.
Printed and promoted by John Howell MP House of Commons, London, SW1A 0AA
DEADLINE REMINDER – Please note that unless articles are in the hands of the
Editor by the 18th of the month (unless otherwise stated), such articles will miss the
scheduled Newsletter. The views expressed in this Newsletter are not necessarily
those of the Editor or the Parish Council. All material for inclusion in the October
2021 Newsletter should be with the Editor at 27 Chiltern View, Little Milton, by
8.00 p.m. on 18th September. The Editor reserves the right not to print items
submitted for publication and to edit those items, which are published
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KEY TELEPHONE NUMBERS
Age UK

01865 890879

Naheed Qureshi

Citizens Advice Bureau

0808 278 7907

Thame & District

Church: St James

01844 278349

Revd. Simon Cronk

Doctors

01865 872448
111
0845 345 8995
999

Morland Surgery
Out of Hours Service
NHS Helpline
Medical Emergencies

Little Milton Shop

01844 279978

Alison Shelton (Manager)

Little Milton School

01844 279310

Head:

Milk Deliveries

07773006485

A J Woods Ltd

MUGA

Bookings for the courts are made at the Post Office

Neighbourhood Watch

01844 279468

Mark Willis

Newsletter

01844 279150

Raymond Fergusson (Editor)

OCC

01865 792422

All enquiries

Parish Council

01844 278180

Pine Lodge
01844 279535
0844 7255568

Francois Van der Merwe (Chair)
Andrea Oughton (Clerk)
Giles Denby
Linda Lovegrove (Bookings)
24/7 Call out service

Police

101

Thames Valley Police
(Non-emergency)

Post Office

01844 279001

Public Transport

01865 323201

Comet

SODC

01235 422422

All enquiries

Southern Electric

0800 0727 282

Emergency Number

Thames Water

0800 3169 800

Emergency Number

The Lamb

01844 279527

Ian & Des

Biffa (Verdant)

03000 610610

All enquiries

Alison Shelton (Postmistress)

For all other numbers go to website www.littlemilton.org.uk
Front Cover Courtesy of Paul Jeffery
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