DATES FOR YOUR DIARY: AUGUST
Mon
Tues
Wed
Thurs

1st
2nd
3rd
4th

Frid.
Sun
Mon.
Tues.
Wed

5th
7th
8th
9th
10th

Thurs

11th

Frid.
Sun
Mon
Tues
Wed

12th
14th
15th
16th
17th

Thurs

18th

Frid
Mon
Tues
Wed
Thurs

19th
22nd
23rd
24th
25th

Frid
Sat
Sun

26th
27th
28th

Mon
Tues
Wed

29th
30th
31st

10.30-11.30a.m.
9.30– 10.30 a.m.
9.30 – 3.30 p.m.
11.00-11.50 a.m.
6.30 – 7.30 p.m.
9.30 –10.30 a.m.
9.00 a.m.
10.30-11.30a.m.
9.30– 10.30 a.m.
9.30 – 3.30 p.m.
7.30 p.m.
11.00-11.50 a.m.
6.30 – 7.30 p.m.
7.30 p.m.
9.30 –10.30 a.m.
10.30 a.m.
10.30-11.30a.m.
9.30– 10.30 a.m.
9.30 – 3.30 p.m.
7.00 p.m.
11.00-11.50 a.m.
11.00 a.m.
6.30 – 7.30 p.m.
9.30 – 10.30 a.m.
10.30-11.30a.m.
9.30– 10.30 a.m.
9.30 – 3.30 p.m.
11.00-11.50 a.m.
6.30 – 7.30 p.m.
9.30 –10.30 a.m.
2.00 p.m.
9.00 a.m.
10.30 a.m.
10.30-11.30a.m.
9.30– 10.30 a.m.
9.30 – 3.30 p.m.

Fitness/Yoga – Pine Lodge
Exercise class- Pine Lodge
Adv. Textile workshop – Pine Lodge
Discovery Den – Pine Lodge
Exercise Class – Pine :Lodge
Pilates: Pine Lodge
Holy Communion: St James
Fitness/Yoga – Pine Lodge
Exercise Class- Pine Lodge
Adv. Textile workshop – Pine Lodge
Parish Council Meeting: Pine Lodge
Discovery Den – Pine Lodge
Exercise Class – Pine :Lodge
WI Meeting: Pine Lodge
Pilates: Pine Lodge
Family Worship: St James
Fitness/Yoga – Pine Lodge
Exercise Class- Pine Lodge
Adv. Textile workshop – Pine Lodge
Craft Evening: Pine Lodge
Discovery Den – Pine Lodge
Sewing Group: 38 Chiltern View
Exercise Class – Pine :Lodge
Pilates: Pine Lodge
Fitness/Yoga – Pine Lodge
Exercise Class- Pine Lodge
Adv. Textile workshop – Pine Lodge
Discovery Den – Pine Lodge
Exercise Class – Pine :Lodge
Pilates: Pine Lodge
Horticultural Show : Rycote Park
BCP Holy Communion: St Mary’s
Rycote Chapel
Fitness/Yoga – Pine Lodge
Exercise Class- Pine Lodge
Adv. Textile workshop – Pine Lodge

PLEASE NOTE If in doubt please check with the event organiser that the event is still
taking place at the date and time stated.
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SUMMARY FROM THE JUNE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON
WEDNESDAY 13th JULY 2022
Little Milton School
The Parish Council considered a request from Little Milton School to locate a clothes
bank in Pine Lodge car park.
The school has been doing Bag2School collections which have been popular with the
school community whilst offering a sustainable way to recycle clothes, shoes and
textiles. It was felt that by locating a clothes bank in the car park both the school and
village community can recycle unwanted clothes, etc., all year round and raise a steady
stream of income for the school.
The recycling firm will empty the clothes bank every fortnight and at any other times
when it is full. The clothes bank itself will measure 2m high x 1m wide x 1m deep and
be designed with the Little Milton School brand and be in keeping with its surroundings.
The School will be responsible for keeping the area around the clothes bank clean and
tidy.
The Parish Council Resolved to support in principle the location of a clothes bank in
Pine Lodge car park for a trial period of 12 months, subject to agreeing the exact
location.
Recreation Ground / Open Green Spaces
The mowing cycle on the recreation ground has been deferred until the weather
improves. A new large picnic bench was delivered at the end of June and located in
front of the shop patio. The picnic table has been well used since its installation and it
was Resolved to go ahead and purchase two further picnic benches for the corner of the
recreation ground. It was also Resolved to purchase one planter to be located in a public
area of the village and gauge village reaction and to purchase a further two if the planter
is favourably received.
BT have rewired the telephone box on Haseley Road Green (the light now works again)
and the box has been repainted. BT have confirmed the telephone box is listed. Thanks
was given to Cllr Harrison for pursuing BT to get the box refurbished.
Planning
Planning application P22/S2438/HH – 7 Chiltern View - Amendment to previous
planning application P22/S0080/HH as approved 29 March 2022 to replace
reconstituted bradstone walls to proposed rear extensions with stone coloured rendered
block work.
Whilst the Parish Council supported the original application it was felt the proposed
amendment to replace reconstituted bradstone walls with stone coloured rendered block
work to the rear extensions would not be in keeping with the consistent design of
Chiltern View estate and may set a precedent for future applications.
Cllr Wakeling reported the planning application for the Sculpture Park at Albion Fields
has still not been determined by the District Planning Authority. Several objections
have been raised by residents and sent to the District, one was submitted just last week.
Concern was raised regarding the length of time the Planning Authority are taking to
determine applications, this will be raised with District Councillor Newton.
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Correspondence
An email has been received concerning the state of the green space at the end of Gold
Street. Over the past two to three years, it has been allowed to erode to such an extent
tree roots are seriously undermined, and it is difficult to access the bench. Most of the
damage has been caused by contractors’ vehicles.
It was agreed the Parish Council will contact the contractors to request that the bank is
reinstated and contact Highways at Oxfordshire County Council to find out what type
of bollards are suitable to install.
Next Meeting
The next Parish Council meeting will be held on Wednesday 14 th September 2022, in
Pine Lodge, commencing at 7.30pm.
Please visit the Parish Council website to read full minutes of Parish Council meetings.
Andrea Oughton Parish Clerk
Current Council members
Councillor Francois Van Der Merwe (Chairman)
Councillor Howard Harrison
Councillor Adam Sheppard
Councillor Steve Sidhu (Vice Chairman)
Councillor Giles Denby
Councillor David Wakeling
Parish Clerk Andrea Oughton
County Councillor: Freddie Van Mierlo
District Councillor Caroline Newton

07740438770
01844 279946
01844 279217
01844 279448
07484 187852
01844 278014
clerk@littlemilton.org.uk
07944 492438
freddie.vanmierlo@oxfordshire
.gov.uk
07951 477144

SODC: WASTE MANAGEMENT CONTRACT
The minimum charge is £40 for up to 3 items and £8 for each additional item. There is
a maximum of six items per collection day: if you have more than six, you'll need to
book another collection day. Please note that a bed and mattress counts as 2 items and
a three piece suite (consisting of 1 settee and 2 chairs) counts as 3 items.
Before you contact us to book your bulky waste collection, have a good think
about whether you have any other big items to dispose of. Once we have
processed your booking, we are unable to make any alterations or add any other
items – even if you have only booked one or two items.
To arrange this service residents can call the Public Amenities Team on 01235 422406
or book on line from the Council’s website www.southoxon.gov.uk
Give your furniture to a good home
Have you considered donating your furniture to charity or a good home? Emmaus is an
Oxford based charity that will come out to all areas of the county and collect unwanted
furniture free of charge. For legal or practical reasons this does not include soft
furnishings without a fire label, safety items, or any item that is not in a saleable
condition. Please visit the Emmaus website for more details.
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BIFFA: WASTE COLLECTION DATES – AUGUST 2022
Brown
Grey
Green
Food
2nd August
No
Yes
No
Yes
9th August
Yes
No
Yes
Yes
16th August
No
Yes
No
Yes
23rd August
Yes
No
Yes
Yes
30th August
No
Yes
No
Yes
REPORT FROM DISTRICT COUNCILLOR CAROLINE NEWTON
Joint Local Plan
The public consultation on the key issues relating to the Local Plan (being created
jointly with Vale of the White Horse District Council (VWHDC)) closed on 23 June,
officers have started analysing responses.
SODC Headquarters
SODC and VWHDC are due to leave their temporary HQ in Milton Park, Didcot at the
end of the summer. They will move to an interim home in Abbey House, Abingdon
(property belonging to VWHDC) before moving to their forever home in Didcot - at the
Gateway site - in due course.
Refugees
Two Afghan families have been resettled in this district under the UK Resettlement
scheme, and are receiving intensive support from council officers.
The housing team continue to support Ukrainian refugee households into their host
accommodation. SODC has undertaken 230 accommodation checks in South
Oxfordshire.
We’ve just appointed two new Community Liaison Officers (CLOs) who will work with
Asylum Welcome and help community groups to support Ukrainian guests who are
settling in households across our districts. They will provide information, advice and
guidance and liaise with local authority support teams across Oxfordshire, to build a
support framework for refugees that need it.
Government Cost-of-Living and COVID payments
SODC has been responsible for making payment of the Government’s £150 council tax
energy rebate. About 40,000 households (council tax bands A-D) in this district are
eligible, and it is anticipated that all will receive their payment by 4 July. The total
dwelling count in South Oxfordshire District is 65,000.
A separate discretionary fund scheme for households in need who would not otherwise
be eligible (bands E-H) will go live June/July and is due to conclude in Sept 2022.
The discretionary COVID-19 Additional Relief Fund scheme from central government
will also go live in June/July. It will be targeted at business that were excluded from the
earlier grant schemes but do pay rates.
The Test and Trace isolation £500 grants has now closed. In South there were 849
successful applications - £424,500
Housing
Meanwhile, in May, the housing team witnessed a significant increase in demand yearon-year, with a rise in 11% of the number of residents needing intervention to prevent
homelessness. The number of rough sleepers in South remains very low, with one
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person recorded in May. This reflects the intensive work of the housing team to identify
households at risk of homelessness and prevent rough sleeping in the first place.
The council is responsible for re-housing any Ukrainian refugees whose sponsorship
arrangements fall apart for any reason, and this may be responsible for the large increase
in interventions.
Community Safety
The Community Safety Partnership (which brings together public sector representatives
from social and health services, emergency and probation services, housing associations
etc.) has agreed its priorities for the next three years. They align with the Police and
Crime Commissioner’s priorities and are: Domestic Abuse, Violence (including serious
violence, violence against women and girls and knife crime, exploitation and rural
crime.
Licensing
Since April, SODC has been doing compulsory tax checks on all taxi driver applications
to ensure applicants are registered to pay tax.
Pavement licenses were introduced during the pandemic in 2020 to support hospitality
businesses. Government has recently announced these will be made permanent and
SODC is waiting for more details about the licensing process.
Boiler Upgrade scheme opens
The government has announced a new £450 million Boiler Upgrade Scheme to help
improve the energy efficiency of homes, reduce energy bills and cut emissions in the
long-term. The scheme is now open for people to apply for the following support when
replacing their oil or gas boilers:
£5,000 off the cost and installation of an air source heat pump
£5,000 off the cost and installation of a biomass boiler
£6,000 off the cost and installation of a ground source heat pump.
You can find out more about the scheme via the government’s website
BENEFICE SERVICES FOR AUGUST 2022
Sunday 7th August
9.00
Holy Communion
St James’ Little Milton
10.30 Family Worship
St Peter’s Great Haseley
Sunday 14th August
9.00
Holy Communion
10.30 Family Worship

St Mary’s Great Milton
St James’ Little Milton

Sunday 21st August
9.00
Holy Communion
10.30 Family Worship

St Peter’s Great Haseley
St Mary’s Great Milton

Sunday 28th August
9.00
BCP Holy Communion
10.30 Benefice Holy Communion
4.00
Family Gathering

St Mary’s Great Milton
Rycote Chapel
There will be no family gathering on the
Bank Holiday weekend
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RECTOR’S PINT
We have the good fortune to be able to take off every few weeks for a night or two to
the house in Gloucestershire, in a village on the western banks of the River Severn,
which we have owned now for two years. I have written about this before. The house is
on a lane which ends on a bank overlooking the river. It is a beautiful and wild spot. It
has become a ‘thin place’ for me, a place where I purposefully seek the presence of
God. It is a place where I can pray.
A short walk away, on a high bluff overlooking the river is the Parish church, which has
a spectacular view of the Severn and the Cotswolds beyond. The curate, who has
recently moved on to a parish of his own, was very creative, and has put poems around
the churchyard. Some of them are by Malcolm Guite, who I have used both in these
‘Pints’ and in some of our services. The poem I particularly love, however, is by the
American, Wendell Berry, who is described as a novelist, poet, essayist, environmental
activist, and farmer! It is placed on the railings overlooking the steep drop to the river.
It is not a ‘Christian’ poem and doesn’t in fact mention God at all, but I think it is deeply
spiritual and it speaks to me. Some of you will know it. It is called ‘The Peace of Wild
Things’.
When despair for the world grows in me
and I wake in the night at the least sound
in fear of what my life and my children’s lives may be,
I go and lie down where the wood drake
rests in his beauty on the water, and the great heron feeds.
I come into the peace of wild things
who do not tax their lives with forethought
of grief. I come into the presence of still water.
And I feel above me the day-blind stars
waiting with their light. For a time
I rest in the grace of the world, and am free.
I readily admit that nature is one of my pathways to God. The ever-changing wildness
of the Severn at Newham, where more than once I have seen ‘the great Heron feed’,
opens me up to the Spirit of God. It is the Spirit of peace, but it is not a tamed peace.
Another place, closer to home, is the Haseley windmill, with its expansive views and
chorus of skylarks. I always pause there on my morning dog walks, and again, it is a
place where I can, and do, pray, for local people, and for the parishes. I can see all three
from there! We all know that we face big issues, but I believe that we need to find
moments (and for some these might be associated with places) where we can stop, listen,
and re-charge, and if it is our inclination, pray. For me, at a time of turmoil, listening to
the peace of the ‘wild things’ of God has become such an important and necessary thing
to do.
Simon
CHURCHYARD WORK PARTY
The next church tidy up is planned for Saturday August 13th from 10am – 1pm
If you have a strimmer, can help with the mower, cut back any wild vegetation or tidy
round an old grave come along! Refreshments and hopefully cake will be provided.
Paul
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Great Milton Methodist Church Services
For further info. please contact Rev Stephen Spain on 01865 763676

Date

Time

Church

Preacher

7th Aug

11:00 am

Great Milton

Revd. Stephen Spain

14th Aug

11:00 am

Great Milton

Anna Herriman

21st Aug

11:00 am

Great Milton

Local Arrangement

28th Aug

11:00 am

Great Milton

Alistair Jackson

Comments
Holy Communion

SWING BAND & DANCE NIGHT
This will be held at the Neighbours’ Hall, Great Milton on Friday 9th September at
7:30pm. Cash bar. Tickets £10 from Great Milton Shop or Vonnie 07761675847.
(This is a fund raising event in aid of the much needed kitchen renovations at the hall).
CHURCH CLEANING ROTA FOR AUGUST
W/E 7th August

Mrs E. Summers & Mrs Wendy Newby
W/E 14th August

Mrs A Blagg & Mrs C D’Aeth
W/E 21st August

Mrs M Davies & Mrs S A Dennis
W/E 28th August

Mrs L. Lovegrove & Mrs C Coward
W/E 4th September

Mrs A Jones & Mrs Sarah Holifield
S.A. Dennis
WHAT’S HAPPENING AT THE PINE LODGE
The Annual General Meeting (AGM) for the Village Hall was held on 12 July at 19:30
at the Pine Lodge. Following a review of the years activities which included a
confirmation that regular users of the hall had all returned plus a couple of new additions
such that the hall is now used on a daily basis. Financially the hall benefitted from
additional government grants last year that offset lost revenue during lockdown so that
we ended the year just about breaking even (when including depreciation). The Hall
also has retained a strong cash balance for future expenses.
In the Members vote, the Elected members of the Committee were returned with Steve
Willis replacing Giles Denby as Chair. The other Elected members are Giles Denby,
Graham Bibby, Linda Lovegrove and Paul Connolly.
Thanks again to the full Committee for their untiring support in the year and to all our
other volunteers that help at events.
Regular activities in the Hall include:
Mondays at 10.30 am Yoga & Fitness with Yvonne (y.cartwright@btinternet.com)
Tuesdays at 9:30 am,
(alycefwf@gmail.com)

and Thursdays at

18.30 Keep

Wednesday 9:30
am Advanced
Textile on
(amarjeetnandhra@virginmedia.com)

8

workshop

Fit on
with

with

Alyce

Amargeet

Thursday 11:00 - 11:50 Discovery Den book online or call 0784 965 3294
Friday 9:30 am Yoga and Pilates with Lee (lee@grahamcaulfield.co.uk)
WI meet on 2nd Thursday of each month at 19:30 contact Kath Stacy
(kathstacey@yahoo.co.uk)
Crafts meet on 3rd Wednesday of the month at 19:00 contact Kath Stacy
(kathstacey@yahoo.co.uk)
Parish Council meets on 2nd Wednesday of the month. For further details
contact clerk@littlemilton.org.uk
For details, news, booking info and the online events calendar for the Pine Lodge page
at www.littlemilton.org.uk
Linda Lovegrove linda.pinelodge@yahoo.com
Giles Denby

NEWS FROM LITTLE MILTON SCHOOL
As we race towards the end of term, we find ourselves looking back over the past
academic year and reflecting on everything that our small and unique school has
achieved. The successes are so abundant it is beyond the scope of this newsletter to list
each one of them. Instead, we will highlight some of the most notable:
· Welcoming our first Flexi-school children and families
· Our successful Open Mornings
· Our class assemblies
· Welcoming our Afghan Refugee children into the Willows Class
· Our fantastic Narnia Prayer Space/workshops
· NSPCC Number Day
· Corrine’s Christmas Concert
· The magical Christingle Service
· Our Starry Night Stories Evening
· ‘Biscuits and Books’ shared reading for World Book Day
· The Friends’ Read Around the World ‘Readathon’
· Our wonderful Forest School sessions
· The Ascension Day Walk and Celebration
· The Planetarium Visit to School
· Woodlands Residential for Y5/6
· Our fantastic 150th Anniversary Maypole Evening
· The whole-school Trip to Oxford’s Botanic Garden/Ashmolean Museum
· Our super Sports Day
But, above all, are all the incredible achievements of the Little Milton children
themselves, and this list is quite literally endless.
Many of these events would not have taken place without the unstinting support of the
Friends, our parent group. We would like to say a special thank you to all the Friends,
and particularly the committee members, who have worked tirelessly to organise
wonderful social events and raise much needed funds throughout the year.
As we approach the end of this academic year, we have been helping the children, old
and new, to prepare for the new one. Our leavers will be celebrated in a special assembly
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at the end of term; they will all be much missed but we wish them very good luck and
many happy times in their new schools.
We are excited about what will be achieved in the next academic year but, in the
meantime, we would like to wish you all a relaxing summer break with happy memories.
We would also like to thank the village community for continued support this year and
look forward to sharing our news with you next year.
PS news hot off the press
There’s some magic coming to the village over the summer holidays! Don’t be alarmed
if you discover fairies have moved in. The children of Little Milton School have been
working on a project to encourage fairies into the village for the summer holidays. So,
if you discover a magical fairy door appearing next to your house, please try to welcome
it.
The project is designed to offer children (and adults) the opportunity to embark on a
magical tour of the village and discover all the fantastic fairy doors situated around the
village.
Some of the doors will additionally feature a QR card which, if scanned with a
smartphone, will reveal some extra historical information about the building and
messages from the children responsible for making that particular door.
The tour map will be available from The Shop at the Pine Lodge very soon! Once it’s
available we will announce it on the village Facebook site!
From all the staff and children at Little Milton School, we wish you all a relaxing
summer.

Hannah Blest and James Bell Co-Headteacher
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SEWING GROUP NEWS AND DATES
Following our July meeting at Spring Cottage we will meet this month in August on
Thursday 18th from 11.00 onwards at Teresa’s home, 38 Chiltern View. Please do
telephone Teresa on 278922 by the 17th for lunch time catering numbers… We welcome
anyone, especially if you are new to the village and want to meet some of the locals…!!
S.A. Dennis
FRIENDS OF LITTLE MILTON SCHOOL- 200 CLUB
Winners for July & August will be published October
Diane Austin Little Milton School 200 Club Organiser
FRIENDS OF WELLS FARM
Wow was July hot! Prolonged dry spells can be a problem for some animals with rock
hard ground and dried vegetation. But they are surprising hardy and we have enough
water on the reserve to help them through the hot spells. August is a time for the young
animals to become independent. Look out for the young swifts and swallows joining
their parents as they prepare for the journey south. I have been privileged to watch over
twenty starlings having pool parties in the garden bird bath after a long morning
foraging on the reserve for food. Many starlings migrate down to north Africa but more
and more are remaining in the UK over winter including the dozen or so that have
roosted in my ivy.
I carried out a butterfly survey last month. Not a record but a good number across a
range of species. The Purple Hairstreaks are back in the tops of the oaks in the north
east corner. Also lots of Comma butterflies underneath on the path. Loads of
Gatekeepers this year too. Hedgerows and woodland edges are very important to some
species and the work to increase these areas is paying off in our little oasis.
The sheep are doing well and those that have been limping due to foot root (ok so they
don’t have feet) seem to have recovered after the treatments they have been given. There
are three flocks (at time of writing): 35 hebs (hebrideans), 16 beulahs and another 47
hebs.
The local BBOWT team were able to use machinery this year to cut and clear much of
the ragwort around the reserve as well as some of the thistle patches. It is good to have
some for the birds and insects but not as much as we had last year.
Enjoy as the animals will!
Paul. (paulj201@hotmail.com
WHEATLEY VILLAGE ARCHIVE HISTORY GROUP – 2022
Wheatley Village Archive History Group Programme 2022 All in Merry Bells at 8pm,
£3 for members, £5 for non-members. Annual membership £3 (payable on first visit.)
Monday 19 September Scandal in High Society Oxford: selected tales of toffs in
trouble - Julie Godson
Monday 17 October Oxford: Town and Gown: to lick a lord or thrash a cad - Mark
Davies
Monday 28 November Morris Motopolis: the motor works and transformation of
Oxford - Simon Wenham Summer outings tbc
Steph Cox - secretary of WVAHG
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WELLS FARM ALLOTMENTS
Hot hot hot last month meant un-watered plants suffered or died. The secret is when
watering, don’t water frequently but when you do, water a lot. This encourages deeper
roots which allows the plants to survive dry and hot times. We get back what we put in
and fruit bushes tend to be a winner even if it is thorny gooseberry bush!
We certainly have a few animals’ visitors on site. Deer, rabbits, birds, mice, butterflies.
It is sometimes worth just sitting for a while and watching what goes on quietly. Take
a moment.
I am thinking of doing an allotment BBQ in early September. Will reach out via email
Paul. (paulj201@hotmail.com
THE ORCHARD PRE_SCHOOL
The Orchard Pre-school is looking for a Chairperson to start in September 2022.
Would you like to help run this vibrant well-loved local pre-school which is such an
asset to our local community?
The Orchard pre-school has a great staff team and a committee currently made up of
parents. It would be an ideal role for somebody who would like to give back to their
local community, is able to spare a couple of hours a week during term time, and would
like to develop their leadership skills. You would be working with a very supportive
group including committee, parents and staff.
If you are interested in this role, please get in touch with Emily at
chair@theorchardps.org.uk or 01844 279989
MORLAND HOUSE SURGERY NEWS UPDATE-JULY 14th
Patient Participation Group (PPG)
Morland House Surgery relies on its PPG to collect and discuss ideas intended to help
to maintain and improve the services provided, and this group of volunteers now wants
to be able to communicate very occasionally with a wider group of our patients to
receive helpful suggestions and very occasionally to provide feedback on the PPG
Group’s proposals to help the Morland House Surgery. If you are a patient of any age
using this Surgery and you are willing to help in this way, and agree to be consulted
very occasionally by e-mail, please let the Practice Manager know by sending an e-mail
to occg.morland.ppg@nhs.net agreeing for us to contact you. Your own e-mail address
will not be published anywhere, and it will be used only for this purpose if you provide
it.
NHS App
***Order your repeat prescriptions easily and securely ***
For the quickest and safest way to order your repeat medication we strongly
recommend that you use the NHS App. Download the NHS App on your smartphone
or open the NHS website in a web browser to set up and log into your NHS account. To
use it you should be aged 16 or over and registered with a GP Surgery in England. To
find out more please visit https://www.nhs.uk/nhs-app/ or click on the link on the
Morland House website home page www.morland-house.co.uk Use the NHS App to:
Get your NHS COVID Pass
 Get advice about coronavirus
 Order repeat prescriptions
 Book appointments
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 Get health advice
 View your health record
 Register your organ donation decision
 Find out how the NHS uses your data
 View your NHS number
After you download the app, you will need to set up an NHS login and prove who you
are. The app then securely connects to information from your GP surgery.
Patients may find useful a YouTube video with step-by-step instructions on how to
install and use the NHS App. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4nRhmJ_tlI4
Medication Delivery Service
Are you housebound, in poor health, have sight issues or just have real difficulty getting
to our dispensary or to Wheatley Pharmacy to pick up your medication? If so, then you
could be eligible to have your medication delivered to your home. To enquire about
eligibility please speak to one of our dispensers or to one of the Wheatley Pharmacy
team on 01865 874047.
New Dispensary Opening Hours
From 5th September 2022, please note that, to keep in sync with Wheatley Pharmacy,
the dispensary will change its opening time from 8am to 8.30am, both on weekdays and
Saturdays. Please make a note and thank you for supporting us with this change.
Child Vaccinations
All children aged 5 -11 continue to be offered vaccination against Covid-19 and the
holidays are a good time to get your child vaccinated in time for the summer when cases
might increase. Two doses of the vaccine (at least 12 weeks apart) should give the child
long-lasting protection against serious complications of infection and some protection
from
mild
symptoms.
To
book
an
appointment,
please
visit https://www.nhs.uk/covidvaccination or call 119.
The NHS wants to support you to make an informed choice with more information
available here COVID-19: A guide for parents of children aged 5 to 11
(publishing.service.gov.uk)
If you do not know your child’s NHS number you can get it:
- by checking your child’s personal health record (the red book given to you
when your child was born)
- by checking any NHS letters, prescriptions or test results you may have
received for your child
- by asking Morland House Surgery to help you
- by going to the NHS.UK website
Wearing of Face Masks
Patients and visitors to Morland House Surgery are no longer required to wear face
coverings whilst in the surgery. However, please continue to do so if it is your personal
preference or there are specific issues. Our receptionists will advise patients
experiencing cold like symptoms to wear a face covering if they are coming to the
surgery for an appointment or to pick up medication.
Surgery Talk
Morland House Surgery Practice Manager Nollag McGrath will be giving a talk on
Thursday 4th August at 2pm in the Neighbours Hall, Great Milton. Please come along
to hear about updates to the surgery services. There will also be an opportunity to ask
any questions you might have on the subject.
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Visit Morland House Website
For up-to-date information about services, the COVID-19 vaccine, a link to the NHS
App and opening hours, please visit www.morland-house.co.uk
TONS TOGETHER (LITTLE MILTON) WI
In July, Nathan Swift talked to us about the Ronald McDonald House charity and the
newly built house at the John Radcliffe Hospital. They aim to provide families with a
nearby place to stay while their sick child is being treated in hospital. An inspiring and
emotional talk.
At our next meeting on Thursday 11th August we’re going out for the day on a boat
trip. Everyone welcome – let me know if you’d like to come with us.
Other news:
We’re running the Cake stall at the horticultural show in Rycote Park on Saturday
27 August 2pm. Any helpers, cake donations or customers welcome.
Do you live in Little Milton, Great Milton, The Haseleys, Stadhampton or surrounding
villages, new to the area, want to meet new people, make new friends? Then join Tons
Together WI and meet like-minded, local women of all ages in an informal, friendly
group. Please email us if you fancy joining WI or need a lift.
We meet every 2nd Thursday of the month
Too shy to come by yourself? Contact us & we’ll find you a WI buddy.
Like us at www.facebook.com/lmpinelodge
Details & news on the Pine Lodge page at www.littlemilton.org.uk
Kath Stacey 01844-279438 tonstogetherwi@oxfordshirewi.co.uk
FROM OUR FRENCH CORRESPONDENT
CANICULE (HEAT WAVE) AND FIRES IN BORDEAUX
As I write this temperatures today are set to rise to 43C in St Sernin, and there are raging
fires near the coast to the south of Bordeaux, about 50 miles away, although the rising
plume of smoke can be seen from close by. This is the third time in 5 years temperatures
have risen to over 40C, so it is clear that global warming is having a persistent effect.
We also have water restrictions in force, with a ban on 7 day watering of agricultural
crops.
The last rain we had was at the end of June, with about an inch falling over a 4 day
period, and if the forecasts are correct we will have another inch of rain on Tuesday
night (19th July), which will be very welcome. The vines are starting to show signs of
water stress so a good soaking will do them no harm at all.
WINE TESTING
As mentioned in my last letter, my first attempt at Sauvignon Blanc turned out to be
very disappointing, with a chemical aftertaste that was very unpleasant. I took a bottle
down to a local Wine Laboratory and received the results by email. Everything seemed
in order-13% alcohol, PH 3.1, etc., but there was a high level of sulphur in the sample.
My conclusion is that I sprayed against Downy Mildew too close to harvest, so copper
sulphate residues were left on the grapes when crushed.
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Having looked into this, I now know that a minimum of 30 days should elapse between
the last spray and harvest time. I still don’t know what you need to do if Downy Mildew
strikes during the 30 days –the grapes won’t be affected, but the leaves will.
Having said all this, I had friends visit a month ago, who tasted my Sauvignon and said
they would buy it, so it can’t have been too bad!
PROFESSIONAL WINE MAKING KIT ORDERED
My first attempts, with only 50 litres of wine, did not justify buying large expensive
wine making equipment, but this year with an expected harvest of around 250-500 litres
I have purchased a professional grape de-stemmer and a bladder press. This should
make the task much easier and quicker, with less handling of the grapes and cleaner
juice.
MORE MEDICAL ADVENTURES!
An interesting story, which perhaps illustrates the difference between the NHS and the
French Healthcare system.
I have had a hernia for around 6 years- achieved through trying too hard in a local gym
in Oxford. I went to Dr Harnden at Wheatley Surgery, who examined me, confirmed
the hernia, and packed me off to see the Consultant at Banbury Hospital. His final words
to me were” Don’t tell him it doesn’t hurt!”
The consultant examined me, and asked “Does it hurt?”
“No” I replied, forgetting Dr Harden’s advice.
“Well, if it doesn’t hurt, I won’t operate”.
Drat!!
So, six years later, I visited my GP here, and he sent me off to Marmande Hospital to
see the Consultant. Hernia confirmed, and he was alarmed to hear that the UK system
does not operate unless the hernia is causing pain. I was booked in for the operation on
July 4th-three weeks from the consultation. As luck would have it, I contracted Covid
two days before the operation, so that was postponed, and a new date is to be set. As it
turned out, there are very strict rules about what you can and can’t do after a hernia
operation, and the delay will probably suit me as I would have been almost immobile
up to and during harvest.
COVID IN FRANCE
Re Covid, it seems as if France, like many countries, let its guard down too early. On
the day I tested positive, there were 206,000 other cases confirmed in France. More
people have reverted to wearing masks again in public places, and the local pharmacy,
hospitals and doctor’s surgeries still have a mandatory mask policy.
A bientot!
Stuart stuartmmcgill@gmail.com
VIEW FROM VIEWS
As for the weather it seems to continue to be dry with occasional showers, during June
we actually had about average rain fall for the month, I think that this has helped all the
struggling crops that were suffering through lack of water, especially as for at least 24
hours after rain it remained calm and not too hot. The spring planted crops that were
suffering have improved no end since the end of June, although they will never become
record breakers by a long shot. We have just completed our Barley harvest 1 day for
just about 100 acres, with the combine driver only having arrived back in the country
from Holiday in the morning, I have seen better samples, we will have to wait until the
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buyers have analysed it, and the yield was not spectacular at 3 tonnes per acre. Now as
I write we await the effect of unprecedented heat that is forecast. Already the wheat is
dying off meaning it will only produce shrivelled grains, not a good prospect to feed the
starving world.
Of these crops the Lupines begin to look more promising. Not being totally converse
with flowering plants, (Lupines fall into this category). I assumed they would flower
the length of the plant, I now discover that they put out side shoots that, also flower so
it is difficult to estimate the how they will yield. It seems that they produce a small
cluster of flowers which, quickly turn into pods, followed by a side shoot that does the
same thing, I am sure the gardeners reading his will be saying, idiot doesn’t he know
that. Anyway what I am trying to say is after being disappointed that the flowers died
off so quickly I now find fresh growth and more pod, which is what we want.
On the wildflower front this year has proved that many wildflowers react to seasonal
trends and some flourish when others don’t. This year for instance has been good for
Scabious, Ladies Bedstraw, and the usual Vetch, Knapweed, and Wild carrot but, not
for Campion or, Oxeye Daisy, just to mention the obvious ones. To return to my
comments of no mow May and Ragwort, I am currently in the process of pulling
Ragwort as there were none showing in May, so a waste of time to mow then for its
control. I notice in abundance in the Manoir field. As a matter of interest, last year we
stopped mowing an area of lawn in May, this was only an area that had been barren for
years, and we only just scratched in some grass seed in 2009 to make us a bit of green.
Now as I write there is Ladies Bedstraw, Scabious, Knapweed, Wild Carrot, Black
Medic, and Vetch to name but a few, also as with all our wildflower margins alive with
insects, the photo is featured on the front cover of this Newsletter to illustrate this point.
The confusion over carbon capture and sequestration continues to be a mystery, even
the chair of the “Environmental Agency” has criticized the practice of planting tree to
offset carbon as only “Greenwashing” and, that thousands of acres of land are being
sold at inflated prices for this purpose, competing with Farmers, when it is actually the
farmers who are doing a lot more to sequester than any other sector. A correspondent in
the farming press recently stated that there is no set formula to measure this
sequestration and, that in fact cattle that are supposed to be so bad actually convert
carbon to methane which biodegrades and, their emissions are only the result of
recycling the carbon that is in the plants they eat. He says that there are so many
inconsistencies in that one cannot really tell what is best, in other words it often really
depends on which side of the fence you are. All we can do is consider what we are doing
by being careful and think before we leap. Of course no one ever makes the point that
development has far more effect than the poor old cow or the farmer who is all the time
trying to do what is right within the limits of his capabilities.
We live in most volatile times with one crisis following another never knowing what
disaster is likely to befall us round the next corner. Well at least as I write one thing is
certain we are about to have a new Prime Minister shortly for good or bad not for me to
comment but a bit of stability will not go amiss? This situation makes me think about
the PM’s flat it seems that a fortune was spent on altering the Downing Street flat
occupied by the PM, in Boris’ case for only 2 years, although we are lead to believe it
was not at the publics expense, none the less it is presumably owned by the public it
does not seem right that a tenant can just alter his/her landlords property or spend so
much money without some check or balance, if I had any say in the matter, I would
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suggest that each new incumbent should be allowed £X to spend on
decorations/alterations, end of!
We had a wonderful weekend of celebrations of our dear Queen’s jubilee, now it has
been suggested that we recognise this great achievement by having an extra Bank
Holiday each year, not that I am against an extra holiday but would make the plea that
these Bank Holidays should be evenly spread throughout the summer/year, it is balmy
the we have 3 within a month or six weeks.
Charles Peers
GREAT HASELEY AND DISTRICT HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY SHOW
Great Haseley and District Horticultural Society annual show will be back in August
after three long years! It will take place on Saturday 27th August in Rycote Park at 2pm!
For those new to the area, the society has a long history as it originally grew out of the
“Dig for Victory” campaign during World War II. It arranges a number of events
through the year such as talks with a horticultural theme, spanning diverse topics such
as composting to gin making. It runs visits to gardens, holds children’s planting events
and plant swaps and organises the annual show. The show is our major event and is a
fun, relaxed, traditional horticultural and produce show often held in a large marquee.
It has traditionally moved round the district sometimes on village greens and other
times, by generous permission of the owners, in the grounds of some of the large houses
in the area.
There are classes to enter for all ages, abilities and interests including over 30 classes
for children that span vegetable and flower growing, flower arranging, baking, model
making, photography and art. The adult classes also cover a similar range with
additional classes in areas such as preserve and beer, wine and cordial making. There
are many classes that target novices, as well as fun classes like the ugliest vegetable, so
all you lockdown bakers and growers use your new skills and enter and see how you
do! As well as the show marquee there are teas, stalls and entertainment for all the
family.
It is also a great occasion to meet people, socialise and have fun. 2020 should have
been our 73rd annual show and after a couple of years of smaller shows we were, and
now are, planning to run our traditional style of show. It is a piece of village life that we
would like to continue and have revamped the schedule and added new classes to
encourage more people to enter, so please join us so that the show continues to thrive
and gives pleasure to new generations.
If you are interested in the society, entering the show or helping at the show please
contact us by email at Ghdhs_enquiries@outlook.com or phone Louise on
07989360127.
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John Howell MP writes
July 2022
I write my newsletter in the middle of the month, although I usually try to avoid
comment on Party political issues this time around I can hardly avoid this as I am caught
up in the midst of the elections for a new leader for the Conservative Party and hence
the new Prime Minister to succeed Boris Johnson. Some people have wanted me to
comment on every twist and turn of events that eventually led to the Boris Johnson
announcing his intention to stand down as Prime Minster. To the frustration of many I
refused to do so. Whilst in the end I joined those who felt that it was time for him to
step down for the sake of the country and for a successful Government I do deplore the
way in which it came about. Similarly, as far as I am able, I am keeping out of the fray
in the election of our new leader. Of course I will have to make my choice, but I will
not join in seeking to discredit candidates. Each must be considered on their merit for
the role rather than against negative aspects of others. I do not underestimate the
importance of who is our next Prime Minister and the integrity with which a campaign
is carried out says much about the person. I am also looking to see that the Conservative
Manifesto on which I was elected at the last General Election is honoured and as such
can reassure those who have written to me on individual manifesto issues that they
would like to see remain as live issues.
Now on to other things. In the constituency there are many families who choose to home
school their children. The Schools Bill raises some concerns for them which I
appreciate. Following a mass meeting in Westminster of MPs and constituents from
across the country I was asked to take the lead in presenting a parliamentary petition to
the House on their behalf. I will publish the Minister’s response on my website when it
is received. Also with children in mind, I know that many share the concerns over the
harm that young people can face online. This is, of course, an issue which affects adults
too. The Online Safety Bill is welcome in its work to make the UK the safest place to
be online whilst also defending free expression. This will be regulated by Ofcom who
will have the power to levy fines of £18m or 10% of a company's annual global turnover.
There is also local interest in the Levelling Up and Regeneration Bill especially aspects
relating to planning. The Bill is currently at Committee Stage where each line of the
Bill is scrutinised. We will soon come to the parliamentary recess during which time
committees do not sit and so no further progress will be made on Bills currently before
Parliament until the House returns in September.
Although during recess the House does not sit Ministers continue the work of their
Departments and MPs continue with their work with more of a constituency focus. My
office will remain open to assist with personal issues where possible although some of
my team will be taking a well-earned break.
If there is an issue that concerns you please do share your thoughts. Email is the easiest
way in you have access to that. My email address is john.howell.mp@parliament.uk
DEADLINE REMINDER – Please note that unless articles are in the hands of the
Editor by the 18th of the month (unless otherwise stated), such articles will miss the
scheduled Newsletter. The views expressed in this Newsletter are not necessarily those
of the Editor or the Parish Council. All material for inclusion in the September 2022
Newsletter should be with the Editor at 27 Chiltern View, Little Milton, by 8.00 p.m.
on 18th August The Editor reserves the right not to print items submitted for publication
and to edit those items, which are publish
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KEY TELEPHONE NUMBERS
Age UK

01865 890879

Naheed Qureshi

Citizens Advice Bureau

0808 278 7907

Thame & District

Church: St James

01844 278349

Revd. Simon Cronk

Doctors

01865 872448
111
0845 345 8995
999

Morland Surgery
Out of Hours Service
NHS Helpline
Medical Emergencies

Little Milton Shop

01844 278175

Alison Shelton (Manager)

Little Milton School

01844 279310

Head:

Milk Deliveries

07773006485

A J Woods Ltd

MUGA

Bookings for the courts are made at the Post Office

Neighbourhood Watch

01844 279468

Mark Willis

Newsletter

01844 279150

Raymond Fergusson (Editor)

OCC

01865 792422

All enquiries

Parish Council

01844 278180

Francois Van der Merwe (Chair)
Andrea Oughton (Clerk)

Pine Lodge

07484 187852
01844 279535
0844 7255568

Giles Denby (Chairman)
Linda Lovegrove (Bookings)
24/7 Call out service

Police

101

Thames Valley Police
(Non-emergency)

Post Office

01844 279001

Public Transport

01865 323201

Comet

SODC

01235 422422

All enquiries

Southern Electric

0800 0727 282

Emergency Number

Thames Water

0800 3169 800

Emergency Number

The Lamb

01844 279527

Ben & Charmain

Biffa (Verdant)

03000 610610

All enquiries

Alison Shelton (Postmistress)

For all other numbers go to website www.littlemilton.org.uk
Front cover: Charles Peers (see article View from Views
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