Coronavirus (COVID-19)
Advice and support on Coronavirus
National advice on Coronavirus- it’s changing all
the time, so keep up to date with daily updates to
make sure you are getting accurate information!
Take care where you look for advice and
guidance, and make sure that you are using
verified sites for information as there is a lot of
incorrect or ‘scam’ advice on social media at the
moment. Always use the advice below from makes
sense and check it regularly for updates.
The following are some key websites
Coronavirus -What you need to do: Government advice
https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus
NHS
England
for
advice
on
protecting
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/

yourself

Public Health England for up to date advice and guidance
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/public-healthengland including Easy Read and language translations
Updates from Oxfordshire County Council
https://news.oxfordshire.gov.uk/coronavirus-information-fromthe-government/

2

PLAY IT SAFE AND KEEP OXFORDSHIRE OPEN
Oxfordshire residents are being reminded of the basic COVID-19 safety rules and
asked to ‘play it safe and keep Oxfordshire open’ as the county adjusts to reduced
restrictions in line with the government’s roadmap.
People are being advised to continually keep their distance, wear face coverings,
wash their hands and use hand sanitiser while out and about at shops, hairdressers,
pubs and other outlets.
Ansaf Azhar, Oxfordshire County Council’s Director of Public Health, said: “We’ve
all seen the media images and footage of people outside pubs, queuing up, looking
for bargains in shops and having their hair cut. The Easter break has provided the
opportunity for many to meet up with family and friends and enjoy the sunshine.
However, a small minority has not done this safely or followed the basic rules that
keep people as safe as possible.
“We are acutely aware that people will have heard us urge people to wear face
coverings, keep a safe distance and wash their hands many, many times over the last
year. The reason we keep doing that is because those behaviours are the foundation
of what keeps COVID at bay.
“COVID is a respiratory virus – the closer you are to people the more the chance
you have of contracting COVID. If you keep your distance and wear a mask it helps
stop that process occurring. Being outdoors also drastically reduces the risk. We
need to play it safe if we are to keep Oxfordshire open and consolidate the progress
we’ve seen in recent weeks.
“If you want to go to the shop or sit outside the pub, the way to do that safely is by
abiding by the rules. That applies whether you are young or old, whether you have
or have not been vaccinated and whether you have already had COVID or not. With
new variants being reported and surge-testing having taken place elsewhere in
England, the need to play it safe becomes ever more obvious.
“COVID is still here. The number of new cases has declined due to lockdown and
the vaccination programme but the virus has not disappeared and neither, therefore,
has the risk. We all know from last winter how quickly case rates can rise to a
dangerous level. That means that while things have become closer to normal this
spring, they are not normal as we knew it before March 2020.
“By all means enjoy the fact the rules have been relaxed but do so safely by
remembering the basics. If you act like we’ve boarded a time-machine and gone
back to 2019, you have a much higher chance of catching COVID and passing it on
to your family – it really is that simple.”
The latest COVID case rates across Oxfordshire are 21.1 per 100,000. The rates in
individual districts are:
Cherwell 27.2
Oxford 29.5
South Oxfordshire 12
Vale of White Horse 19.1
West Oxfordshire 15.4
Source Oxfordshire County Council
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EXTRACTS FROM THE PARISH COUNCIL DRAFT MINUTES OF THE
MEETING OF 14th APRI 2021
(The minutes will be approved at the meeting held on 19th May 2021)
Planning
P21/S1178/LDP: Briarwood Haseley Road
Replace front porch and add canopy over window and replace cladding to front of
house with timber.
The Council noted that the District Council were currently processing the above
application that seeks a Certificate of Lawful Development at the above site
Proposed Development along Haseley Road
Elizabeth Swabey-Collinson, Architect and Mark Doodes of Mark Doodes Planning
presented plans for development of five, two-bed starter/downsizing dwellings on
the field next to the pumping station along the Haseley Road. The plans were
currently being validated by South Oxfordshire District Council prior to formal
registration.
The proposal is for a small local development of five two-bed properties to deliver
part of the need identified in the Neighbourhood Plan. The site is adjacent to the
Conservation Area. It was unusual for open market small units to come forward.
It had been planned to hold a public consultation but current pandemic restrictions
had meant this could not take place.
The architect and planner answered a number of questions from members of the
public and councillors which covered concerns around flooding, impact on the
Conservation Area, vision splays, traffic speeds and pedestrian safety.
MUGA
The Chairman reported he had requested two quotations for remedial works to the
MUGA. He continued to encourage volunteers to join the Working Party to scope
the project and identify potential sources of funding.
Thames Water/OCC Highways
A meeting with Thames Water took place on 13th April 2021, all Councillors
attended. All agreed it had been a productive meeting. The Clerk will make a note
to make contact Thames Water again in June.
Casual vacancy on Parish Council
The Clerk confirmed the deadline by which electors could request an election was
22nd April 2021 after which if no more than 10 requests had been received the
Parish Council could Co-opt a new member onto the Council.
It was agreed the Clerk will re-circulate the draft advertisement for Co-option for
comments to send to the Editor of the Parish Newsletter by 20th April 2021. The
advertisement will also be published on the noticeboard and website.
The deadline for receipt of applications will be 1st June 2021 with a view to Cooption taking place at the Parish Council meeting on 9th June 2021.
Annual Parish Meeting
The Clerk reported that the current legislation covering the ability of the Parish
Council to hold a remote meeting lapses on the 6th May 2021. It is unclear as to
whether it will be extended
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Resolved that the Annual Parish Meeting is held on 19 May 2021, commencing at
6.30pm in the Village Hall (COVID restrictions permitting). The Annual Meeting
of the Council will be held at 7.30pm followed by the Parish Council meeting.
Exchange of Information
Cllr Wakeling raised the question of reclaiming some of the pavement from the
northern end of the High Street to Warren View. A contractor recently working the
area had cut back the pavement in two places which had helped to identify the issue.
Resolved the Clerk will contact Highways and request work is done to reclaim the
pavement. Cllr Harrison will draft a specification and obtain a quote should
Highways not agree to undertake the work.
Current Council members
Councillor Francois Van Der Merwe (Chairman)
Councillor Howard Harrison
Councillor Adam Sheppard
Councillor Steve Sidhu (Vice Chairman)
Councillor David Wakeling
Parish Clerk Andrea Oughton
County Councillor: Stephen Harrod
District Councillor Caroline Newton

01844 278180
01844 279946
01844 279217
01844 279448
01844 278014
lmparishcouncil@btinternet.com
01844 278068
07951 477144

SODC: WASTE MANAGEMENT CONTRACT
The minimum charge is £40 for up to 3 items and £8 for each additional item.
There is a maximum of six items per collection day: if you have more than six,
you'll need to book another collection day. Please note that a bed and mattress
counts as 2 items and a three piece suite (consisting of 1 settee and 2 chairs) counts
as 3 items.
Before you contact us to book your bulky waste collection, have a good think
about whether you have any other big items to dispose of. Once we have
processed your booking, we are unable to make any alterations or add any
other items – even if you have only booked one or two items.
To arrange this service residents can call the Public Amenities Team on
01235 422406 or book on line from the Council’s website www.southoxon.gov.uk
Give your furniture to a good home
Have you considered donating your furniture to charity or a good home? Emmaus
is an Oxford based charity that will come out to all areas of the county and collect
unwanted furniture free of charge. For legal or practical reasons this does not include
soft furnishings without a fire label, safety items, or any item that is not in a saleable
condition. Please visit the Emmaus website for more details.
BIFFA: WASTE COLLECTION DATES – MAY 2021
Brown
Grey
Green
5th May
Yes
No
Yes
11th May
No
Yes
No
18th May
Yes
No
Yes
25th May
No
Yes
No
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Food
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes

PARISH COUNCIL VACANCY – CO-OPTION OF NEW
COUNCILLOR
There is a vacancy on the Parish Council following the resignation of
Councillor Alaric Smith. The Council would now like to fill this vacancy
through a process of co-option. The initial term of service would be until
May 2022 when parish council elections will next take place.
We are now inviting those interested in serving on the Parish Council
to put their names forward for consideration.
This is a very interesting time for the Parish Council with much going
on –Chalgrove Airfield Development, HGV traffic on A329, redevelopment of MUGA Facilities
Now is your opportunity to play a part and make a difference.
Requests for consideration to fill the vacancy should be in writing with a
summary about yourself, which may include: reasons for wishing to be a
councillor; previous community or council work; any other skills you can
bring to the Council, your interests and recent career history.
All candidates must also confirm their eligibility for the position of
councillor within the statutory rules (s79 Local Government Act 1972). In
summary, candidates must meet one of the following:
 Be a local government elector for the parish; or
 Has during the whole of the twelve months preceding occupied as
owner or tenant any land or other premises in the parish; or
 Principal or only place of work during that twelve months has been
in the parish; or
 Has during the whole of those twelve months resided in the parish;
or within three miles of it
Also candidates must not be disqualified for any reason under s80 of the
1972 Act.
Any queries on the procedure or requests for consideration should be
addressed to the Parish Clerk Andrea Oughton at
lmparishcouncil@btinternet.com.
Further information about the role can be obtained from the Chairman,
Francois Van Der Merwe (01844 278180).
The closing date for requests for consideration is Tues. 1 June 2021.
Candidates will be considered at the subsequent Parish Council meeting on
Wed 9 June and should be available to attend the meeting. Note that the
successful candidate must have received a majority vote from those
councillors present at that meeting and thus the Parish Council reserves the
right not to appoint to fill the vacancy.
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ANNUAL PARISH MEETING
THURSDAY 19th MAY 2021
6.30 p.m. in the Pine Lodge
The Annual Parish meeting will take place in the
Pine Lodge on Wednesday 19th May 2021,
commencing at 6.30p.m.
This meeting is not a Parish Council meeting but a
meeting at which the Council and other relevant
organisations report on their activities during the
past year.
This is a good opportunity to hear what has been
happening in the village from the Oxfordshire 2050
plan, the Oxford to Cambridge Arch, traffic,
planning, finance, etc.
The meeting allows villagers to raise any matters for
discussion. The Parish Council cannot be bound by
any decision of the meeting but would need to take
note of the comments.
Andrea Oughton Parish Clerk
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REPORT FROM DISTRICT COUNCILLOR CAROLINE NEWTON
Joint Local Plan
At Full Council on 25 March, the SODC administration proposed that the next Local
Plan (LP 2041) – the spatial strategy for the district – should be created as a Local
Plan with the Vale of the White Horse District Council. The motion carried with a
very small majority.
Work will now start on creating the LP2041 (and if it seems we’ve only just finished
the last one you’d be right…). Over the coming months, officers will be in
discussion with potential developers in the search for sites. The number of houses
we will need to allocate will be driven by the work of Oxfordshire 2050 which is
due to report this June/July. Oxfordshire 2050 is, in turn, framed by the OxfordCambridge Arc, the Government’s regional strategy for economic development.
LP2041 is due to be adopted in 2024. It will overlap with – and largely replace –
LP2035. But it will almost certainly not reduce the scale of homes and employment
sites etc. in that current Local Plan, nor remove any specific sites. On the contrary,
as it covers a longer period it is very likely to require SODC to identify more space
for development. It will also give an opportunity for the two councils to introduce
policies to define how that development must take place.
Housing Land Supply
Local Planning Authorities (such as SODCs) are normally expected to be able to
demonstrate a 5 Year Housing Land Supply (ie that they have an up-to-date strategy
for ensuring sufficient houses will be completed within a rolling 5 year period). As
part of the Growth Deal agreement with Government (£215 million funding for
infrastructure in Oxfordshire), for 3 years from March 2018, local authorities in
Oxfordshire were required only to show a 3 YHLS. That 3 year period has now
concluded, and all local authorities are now back to a 5YHLS.
Some local media coverage has misleadingly indicated that this was unexpected. In
fact, it has been anticipated since 2018 and the council has planned its housing land
supply accordingly.
Bioabundance
Following SODC’s adoption of LP2035 in December, an environmental pressure
group, Bioabundance, applied for a judicial review of the decision. On 30 March,
that application was refused and costs awarded against Bioabundance. On 1 April,
Bioabundance appealed the decision, and SODC await notification from the court
of the hearing date.
Virtual Meetings
The regulations allowing local council meetings to take place virtually expire in
early May. Ministers’ position is that an extension of these powers would require
stand-alone primary legislation, and that there is no time in the legislative
calendar. But a legal challenge to this position argues that virtual meetings can
continue without additional legislation. The Ministry of Housing, Communities
and Local Government is now conducting a consultation to consider whether – if
necessary – to introduce legislation. It can be found here:
https://consult.communities.gov.uk/local-government-stewardship/local-authorityremote-meetings-call-for-evidence
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RECTOR’S PINT
Easter Sunday this year, held as it was in the Churchyard of St Peter’s in Great
Haseley, was I think, one that I will remember for years to come. It helped that the
weather was kind to us, bright and clear, and not too cold. It was memorable also,
that for all of us it was the first time since Christmas, when we had an equally
memorable Christmas day service in Great Milton that we were able to be together
in one group, and to sing! Those three months have felt like such a long time, and it
was a real joy.
It occurred to me that, of course, we were celebrating that first Easter which also
took place in a graveyard, a ‘garden of tombs’. There was something really poignant
about standing in another graveyard, a place where the dead are remembered and
commemorated, to proclaim the great news of the Resurrection. “Alleluia, Christ is
risen, He is risen indeed Alleluia.”
During my address I said something which I really stand by. I do what I do, because
I believe that Christ rose from the dead. There could be no Christian faith unless
those who wrote the documents we now know as the New Testament believed it to
have happened. I am not going to attempt to outline the reasons why I believe here,
but I think there is credible evidence to lead us to a place of faith and trust.
There was another reason why it was memorable. It was an extraordinary occasion
at an extraordinary time. It represented a moment of hope after a significant time of
trial, and so proclaiming Resurrection could not have been more apt. This has been
a time when we have been reminded that it is so easy to take things for granted. For
me, I have really missed the loss of social contact and gatherings, and the freedom
of movement and travel. I have also hated the sinister looking masks! Perhaps it has
also been a lesson for some of us that the restrictions are, in fact, daily and ongoing
realities for others, and for them some form of “lockdown” will remain.
One of the things that has been striking in the last year is how our villages have risen
to the challenge of caring for one another. The churches have had a part to play in
this, but not exclusively so, and that is as it should be. As we cautiously, but
hopefully, celebrate a return to something that begins to look like normal, I am sure
that we will continue to care for those for whom an emergence out of lockdown will
not, in fact, bring significant change.
But I come back to that beautiful occasion in our own garden graveyard, a moment
of beauty and an affirmation of hope, a coming together to proclaim something
extraordinary, Christ is risen, He is risen indeed, Alleluia.
Simon
CHURCH CLEANING ROTA FOR MAY
W/E 2nd May

Mrs A Jones & Jill Hoban
W/E 9th May

Mrs E. Summers & Mrs Anne Hawkins
W/E 16th May

Mrs A Blagg & Mrs C D’Aeth
W/E 23rd May

Mrs M Davies & Mrs S A Dennis
W/E 30th May

Mrs L. Lovegrove & Mrs C Coward
St JAMES’ OPEN ON SUNDAY P.M.
The Church will open every Sunday from 12.00 pm to 4.00 pm for anyone wishing
a quiet space to reflect or pray.
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BENEFICE SERVICES MAY
Live
Service
Sunday
2nd May
Easter 5
Sunday
9th May
Easter 6
Sunday
16th May
Easter 7
Sunday
23rd May
Pentecost Whit Sunday
Sunday
30th May
Trinity Sunday

St James’
Communion
9.00 a.m.
St Mary’s
Communion
9.00 a.m.

Virtual Services
Via Zoom
Invitation
To Zoom
Morning Prayer 11.00 a.m.
Invitation
To Zoom
Morning Prayer 11.00 a.m.
Invitation
To Zoom
Morning Prayer 11.00 a.m.
Invitation
To Zoom
Morning Prayer 11.00 a.m.
Invitation
To Zoom
Morning Prayer 11.00 a.m.

GREAT MILTON METHODIST CHURCH SERVICES
The Methodist Church has advised that all churches will cease having services
forthwith until further notice.
For further info. Please contact Rev Canon Dr Martin Wellings on 01865
243216
CHRISTIAN AID LENT COFFEE MORNINGS
Thank you, Simon, for arranging and hosting these, together with Tony Jefferis.
They were very enjoyable and stimulated some lovely chats!! The total monies
raised by these mornings are:
Donations
£440.00
Gift Aid on donations
£ 80.00
£520.00
An amazing start to Christian Aid Week this year! Thank you everyone.
Sally Ann Dennis
THE SPRING FAYRE
Well, it wasn’t exactly balmy – but at least it didn’t snow!
This year’s Spring Fayre may have begun under leaden skies, but that didn’t seem
to dampen the spirit. Children were running around with their Easter hunt sheets,
the cake stall was groaning with homemade goodies and people were chatting to
other villagers they hadn’t seen for many months. Congratulations to Lacey
McClurg, who won the Easter hunt, finding a most impressive 52 bunnies and
chicks.
On behalf of the Friends of Little Milton School and the Orchard committee I’d like
to say a huge thank you to all those involved – it is really appreciated. And in
particular to Teresa, Lesley, and Giles and the Village Hall committee, who all
quietly got things done, while I was procrastinating about whether to name a
cardboard bunny Brian or Bertie.
Katie Leworthy
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THE 2021 CHURCH FETE - SATURDAY JUNE 19th 2pm – Save the Date!
This year our fete will take place across several venues in the village – the Village
Hall and a number of gardens and driveways around the village. Thank you to those
who have offered to let us use their outside spaces.
The fete will give you the chance to see some lovely gardens as well as visiting a
range of stalls, refreshment stops (including the popular Pimm’s Tent!), the raffle
and children’s activities.
Newsflash! There will be the opportunity for two people to win a flight in a private
plane and enjoy a luxury picnic at your destination. Further information coming
soon.
How to get involved….
As always, we can only run the fete with the help of volunteers and donations for
the stalls.
We will need volunteers to help with serving refreshments at the village hall &
working on the stalls, (Call Teresa Quested 01844 278922) helping with the
children’s activities, (Call Lesley McCaig on 01844 278244) helping with the setup of Gazebo’s/tables and car parking (Call Paul Jeffrey on 07710 1568660)
Details of all the stalls are still being confirmed but we will be looking for the
following donations nearer the time. More information to follow in the June
newsletter.
Plants
Cakes & Bakes
Bottles (for the
Tombola)
Tombola Prizes

bottle

Lindsay Heath on 07967 452817
Teresa Quested on 01844 278922
Jo Preston on 07787 227774
Cathy Hughes D’Aeth on 01844 279965

Raffle tickets will be delivered to all the houses in the village with the June issue of
the village newsletter with details as to how you can buy them.
If you have any questions email me lindsay@lindsayheathconsulting.co.uk or call
on 07967 452817. We look forward to welcoming you all at this year’s fete.
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FRIENDS OF LITTLE MILTON SCHOOL- 200 CLUB
April
The winners will be published in the may newsletter
Diane Austin Little Milton School 200 Club Organiser

LITTLE MILTON COMMUNITY SHOP AND POST OFFICE

WE NEED YOUR HELP
We urgently require a person to join our small band of volunteers which enable your
village shop and café to function. The volunteer is needed on a Wednesday between
1:30 pm and 4:30 pm. Volunteering for those 3 hours a week behind the shop
counter, not only is self-rewarding it is also a great way of keeping in touch with
people whilst delivering a worthwhile service to your community.
So, if you think you can support this request for help, please contact Alison in the
shop on 01844 279978 or pop in for a coffee to find out more.
Thank You
Kevin Hunt

AN UPDATED HISTORY OF LITTLE MILTON TO APRIL 2021
Some work previously done by others on the history of Little Milton can be read on
the Little Milton website at:
http://www.littlemilton.org.uk/community/little-milton-village-community7833/village-history/
Notwithstanding all the previous efforts, it is, sadly, a rather modest collection.
During the first lockdown, I was loaned a box of documents currently held by
Raymond which contained some interesting pieces of village history that had been
accumulated by various people over the years. A trawl through the contents of the
box revealed such gems as the 1956 auction catalogue for the sale of the Manor
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Estate, some original Poor Law documents dating from the 1830s, pre-war parish
magazines, etc. I felt that the essence of what I had found should be added to the
village history in some form. However, once embarked on the project, I found the
task inevitably growing into a complete update of that history, including covering
the impact of the pandemic on the village.
The results of my research have now been added to the village website for all to
read. If you have additional information, I am very happy to hear from you and to
update the history. Please email me at barry.coward@uwclub.net
Also newly posted on the website are:
 Sale Catalogue Little Milton Manor Estate 1956
 Pre-enclosure map c1840
 Village map 1881
Barry Coward
WELLS FARM ALLOTMENTS
A cold and dry first half of April is not the best weather for some plants and my
conservatory ended up looking more like a jungle, waiting for a let up in the frosty
nights. May is named after the Greek goddess Maia who was the eldest of the
Pleiades as well as the mother of Hermes. She is also known as the goddess of
fertility. The month of May should see the end of frosts and a great time to plant
beans directly into the ground. I am trying turtle beans this year if they will sprout,
having taken them from a jar in the kitchen. Beans are designed to last a while. I am
also growing borlotti beans from ones that will have been in a jar for over 10 years!
Why not have a go yourself and see what comes up!
Paul. (paulj201@hotmail.com
LITTLE MILTON WI
In April, we had a fascinating talk by David Lee who told us about the time he’d
spent on the British Antarctic Survey base at Rothera. Other local WIs, villagers and
relatives joined us as we learnt about the native wildlife, living conditions, transport,
the science and a VIP visit from the Princess Royal, all illustrated with stunning
photos of the icy landscape.
Thank you to all the customers who supported us at the Little Milton Spring Fayre,
and helped us raise funds for the School and the Orchard.
Our next meeting on Thursday 13th May is ‘From Farm to Fork’ with Lois
Selmes from the Waterperry Farm Shop.
We’ll be online from 7pm, with the talk to start at 730pm. Contact me if you’d
like to join us. Everyone welcome, the more the merrier!
Do you live in Little Milton, Great Milton or The Haseleys, want to meet new
people, make new friends? Then join Little Milton WI and meet like-minded, local
women of all ages in an informal, friendly group.
Please phone or email us if you’re feeling lonely, want a chat, fancy joining WI.
We meet every 2nd Thursday of the month at 7.30pm
Too shy to come by yourself? Contact me & I’ll find you a WI buddy.
Like us at www.facebook.com/lmpinelodge
Details & news on the Pine Lodge page at www.littlemilton.org.uk
Kath Stacey 279438 or email littlemiltonwi@oxfordshirewi.co.uk
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FRIENDS OF WELLS FARM
Firstly, thank you to all those who keep to the paths, keep their dogs under control
and clear up after them. It makes the reserve a better place for all, including our
wildlife who sometimes struggle to find anywhere that is undisturbed.
The ponies have really enjoyed the changing weather ... and the growing grass! By
now, most, if not all of them will have been moved to pastures new for the summer.
The Welsh mountain ponies were destined for Gomm Valley nature reserve near
High Wycombe (HP13 7QZ). At time of writing the plan is for three of the larger
ponies, most probably Bella, Millie and Bertie to go to Oakley Hill reserve (OX39
4RR), which is 1 mile south of Chinnor. Not yet sure where the remaining three will
end up. The beginning of May is the time for sheep shearing. It is likely that this
will take place at the beginning of May. Last year they started at 4.30am and it was
all over before 10am. I am sure by then the sheep will be pleased to have their winter
jumpers removed and lose some weight in the process!
May is a time for flowering hawthorn, the emergence of the worker bumble bees,
the return of swallows, swifts and busy (very tired) parents trying to feed their
growing young. You might catch glimpse of a fox having a snooze in the sunshine
if you are lucky!
Paul. (paulj201@hotmail.com)
NEWS FROM LITTLE MILTON SCHOOL
Small School, Big Heart, Great Start
The gradual transition out of winter into spring predictably brings with it the slightly
hackneyed symbolism of growth, hope, renewal and optimism. This year, however,
these representations couldn’t be more appropriate. It’s been an insufferably long
winter and we have now come to the end of what’s seemed like the longest ‘short’
term we’ve ever experienced. But we have emerged and the sunshine, at long last,
has real warmth.
With the lengthening days comes a renewed optimism that somehow the worst is
behind us and better days lie ahead. Whilst it’s easy to focus on the torrid time we
have all had to endure over the past year, it is also important to acknowledge the
positives too. Yes, children have missed a significant amount of their schooling, but
this generation of children will have also gained in other areas - resilience,
organisational skills, and, hopefully, an appreciation for face-to-face education and
communication.
As a school we have continued to focus on ‘reconnecting’ through time outdoors
and art/craft activities. Specifically, we have pressed on with our whole-school art
projects, and we hope that the village community is enjoying seeing one of them on
the school fence!! We have also now completed our ‘Hand Rainbow’ and we all
hope that in the near future we will be able to welcome our school community back
onto the school site to celebrate the wonderful work of our children. Until then, we
will continue to ‘Tweet’ and share as much as we can digitally.
Which leads us, quite conveniently, to a request for help! We are now regularly
using Twitter to spread the word about the very personalised, nurturing and unique
offering of our small primary school, but feel we need to do more. Looking around,
other schools work hard to boost their social media presence and, love it or loathe
it, it is now an important and necessary tool in marketing a school. We have always
relied on the hugely positive feedback we regularly receive from parents and the
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‘good’ ratings we consistently receive from OFSTED. With the socially restrictive
measures imposed upon us by the pandemic, however, face to face communication
channels have been effectively curtailed and we are concerned that our unique
provision isn’t being broadcast quite as effectively as it perhaps could be to both the
local and wider community. So, to assist with this, we have decided to create a
Facebook page for our school, and we are therefore appealing for somebody,
perhaps an ex-pupil or parent, who may have experience in this area to volunteer
some time to help with its creation. If you think you can help us with this, please do
get in touch with us via the office (01844 279310 or office.3755@littlemilton.oxon.sch.uk). We would love to hear from you.
Hannah Blest and James Bell
Interim Co – Headteachers
MORLAND HOUSE SURGERY NEWS UPDATE – APRIL
COVID-19 Vaccination Programme Update
Morland House is continuing to invite patients to have their first dose of the
COVID-19 vaccine. We are currently inviting patients aged 45 – 19 (priority group
10), and those in priority groups 1 – 9 who are still to have their first or second
dose.
Please do not contact us about vaccination appointments. We will send out
invitations to book appointments when the vaccine becomes available. Patients
outside these groups are asked to wait until their priority group is released
nationally.
If you are aged 45 or over and you have not yet been contacted for your first
vaccination, you may also book your vaccine online through this website
www.nhs.uk/covid-vaccination or by phoning 119.
For up-to-date information please visit https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronaviruscovid-19/
Building Works at Morland House
Building works continue at Morland House, converting and extending the Barn
into a space for Morland Healthcare Pharmacy to move into.
Morland Healthcare Pharmacy is a joint venture between the partners of Morland
House Surgery and pharmacist Jagtar Gill, who bought the Wheatley branch of
Co-op Midcounties Pharmacy from the group last year. The pharmacy will run
alongside our dispensary, finally allowing our non-dispensing patients to pick up
their medication on site.
While there should be no disruption to our services, access to our dispensary via
the dispensary (glass) door has been suspended for the next few weeks. Access to
our dispensary will be via the main surgery entrance door. We have installed a
traffic light system and would ask that patients coming to pick up their medication
to please read the signs and follow the instructions.
New Care Home in Wheatley
A new 65-bed care home is currently being constructed at Park Hill roundabout
across the road from the Morland House surgery. The care home will be managed
by The Order of St John Trust and is scheduled to open in late 2022. There have
already been many discussions on the impact that catering for the complex needs of
such an establishment will inevitably have on the Morland House clinician team’s
ability to provide the high quality of patient care that our patient population currently
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enjoys. The PPG along with the Morland House clinician team are holding meetings
with the Order of St John management team to facilitate a safe and collaborative
approach to ensure the continued high level of patient care.
Visit Morland House Website
For up-to-date information on everything from our opening hours to our services,
please visit www.morland-house.co.uk
EARLY MORNING EXERCISE!!!
Does anyone fancy half an hour of exercise a few mornings per week?
And get paid for it, whilst providing a service to our community.
We need help with our newspaper deliveries in our village.
For more information contact Mark tel. 279468
VIEW FROM VIEWS
“Barley’s up”! Referring to our recently planted Spring barley, a common phrase
to say that a crop of barley recently planted is not only showing through the ground
but is actually growing. This often comes with great relief that the first hurdle of
growing a crop has been successfully accomplished. This is especially the case this
season as some of the autumn sown crops seem to have succumbed to the rigours of
the recent winter, although up to the beginning of the year they looked quite
respectable, unfortunately since the cold spell in February they appear to have gone
to Australia, not sure why two theories one during that cold spell due to the ground
being so waterlogged that the roots froze, or the more scientific suggestion that it
has suffered from Barley Yellow Dwarf Virus, better known as BYDV, caused by
aphids carried over from the previous crop. So we can only wait and see what
happens but I expect another disappointing crop and as it represents about a 1/3 of
our total area not a very good prospect.
The Government recently announced a wish to ban hunting/shooting hares during
the breeding season, I don’t believe many were ever hunted during this time,
certainly not recently. Hares are so scarce now, this is nothing to do with
shooting/hunting, all down to predation, an increase in Buzzards, Red Kites, and
illegal coursing, so a seasonal ban will make practically no difference. In spite of
me thinking that there were very few rabbits on the farm, I now see them on a regular
basis, probably not enough to be a nuisance which is fine. Nice to think summer is
on its way with winter migratory birds returning, at the time of writing we have had
Chiff Chaffs, Warblers to name but a few, surely a sign of better things to come in
more ways than one this year. Many years ago during the winter months we used to
see a flock of Golden Plovers, always in the same part if the farm, now again this
year I have noticed what I think to be them flying overhead.
There are moves afoot that in future we may be able to trade our environmental
actions with businesses who are producing climate change pollutants, (things like
being paid by a firm that is emitting carbon into the atmosphere to plant trees to
mitigate what they are producing), to me this is not the right direction to be taking
as it means we will be able to pay our way out of polluting and not actually doing
anything about it. The mention of trees, we are led to believe that by planting trees
we are solving the problem, I would suggest there is more at stake than planting
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trees as they are not the answer, the right trees in the right place is ok. The problem
is they are not the solution on their own.
The results of some research carried out by the “Game & Wildlife Trust” (GWCT)
has illustrated once again the conundrums that face us in making decisions
connected with Climate Change. Our industry body (NFU), has committed
agriculture to be carbon free by 2040, a goal that basically we are pretty well in
agreement with, however it is not as simple as that as you might guess. This research,
is about cultivations, has shown that whereas hitherto we had thought that the
technique of no soil movement at all will release least CO2 into the atmosphere, this
is fine and a practice a lot of us are trying to perfect. Of course this is all very well
but where the soil gets compacted, through continual passes with traffic as in harvest
time, if this land is not moved, then during a wet period it will release far more
nitrous oxide which is far more polluting than CO2, we have already saved. So this
is something else we have to contend with.
I think many producers will be worried by the announcement, that the new owners
of Asda are committed to equal or better the prices that the German discounters
offer. This maybe fine for the consumer, but as they are saying this will be achieved
by encouraging lower producer prices, which will in affect start another price war
resulting in yet more lowering of standards something we as farmers with the
support of the Great British public have been striving for. It seems we cannot win.
As we, hopefully regain our freedom the pressure on our countryside is becoming
greater with more people staying at home, this we welcome but do ask people to
respect the country that we try and look after as best we can. It is horrifying to see
pictures of the litter left behind in some public parks, also with greater dog
ownership many more instances of livestock worrying are being reported. What is
not quantifiable is the effect on wildlife. However docile a pet may seem they are
natural hunters and will at a moment’s notice dart off, especially at this time of year,
with birds nesting, they must at all times be on a lead on open land.
First swallow sighted 9th April don’ forget “1” Swallow doesn’t make a summer.
Charles Peers
GREAT HASELEY AND DISTRICT HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY
Finally, it has stopped raining and the weather has suddenly improved markedly.
The soil has dried out and plants are mostly doing well, but we are well behind last
year for plant development. The recent frosts have done much damage, particularly
to Magnolias which is particularly sad given their once a year big bang performance.
I’m relieved I had not cut all the Fuchsias down very low as several of them have
frost damage, but I’m sure they will come back.
We used to have alpacas on the meadow for the autumn and winter, but, sadly no
longer. Really a meadow needs animals in the winter to keep the grass short and
tread in the shed seed so germination takes place while the ground is wet and after
the long period of cold overwinter. This year has been particularly difficult as the
ground has been very wet and the water meadow was under water for much of the
winter. While the meadow is too large an area to cut the whole of it using a garden
tractor, we have been keeping one small area cut shorter. This gives the flowers less
competition and we are able to micro-manage that area. Unfortunately, we had at
least two consecutive months when we couldn’t get the mower out of its shed
without it getting stuck in mud. The grass across the whole of the meadow is
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therefore far too long and I think it unlikely that the show of flowers will be very
good this year. Every year is different.
This time last year, we had roses in flower, but this year there is no sign of the main
rose display, although Canary Bird has buds. This is a lovely rose with small yellow
flowers which generally flowers in April, but it looks like it will be May this year.
I would definitely recommend this rose for its health and vigour and for its very
early display.
Peonies are growing strongly and I do enjoy their red shoots and leaves. Some of
them are growing alongside cowslips which is a very pleasing sight.
We are working hard in the vegetable garden; the potatoes are in and our greenhouse
sowing of climbing French beans have germinated, along with rocket. This year I
bought new indoor cucumber seed as last year the stored seed failed to germinate at
all. This has paid off and I have four healthy plants ready to go in the greenhouse
(not that we need that many plants, but best to have a surplus when you are trying
to get early crops). All our grandchildren love cucumber and the three-year-old will
simply eat the whole thing like a fruit. Home grown ones are so sweet and well
worth the effort. Try to find time to make the effort to grow herbs and salad as it is
lovely to pick them fresh.
Onions and garlic are growing strongly, but the weed growth that accompanies the
rainy weather threatens to engulf them on a regular basis. I find a hoe is the best
tool as it is quick and, in this lovely sunny weather, the weeds quickly dry up.
Enjoy the lovely weather while it lasts!
Liz Moyses
FROM OUR FRENCH CORRESPONDENT
Bonjour Tous!
LE GEL (FROST!!!)
At the end of March, the weather was glorious-clear blue skies, and temperatures
during the day of up to 27c. The result was the vines started bud-.break-the buds
swell, and both leaves and flower clusters started to appear. Then, in the first week
of April, temperatures dropped overnight to –5c. I came out to see the newly
emerged buds shrivelled and dying.
Apparently this has hit 80% of French vineyards, and in terms of severity is the
worst many can remember. Various attempts were made to mitigate its effect-a
friend locally woke up that morning to the smell of burning hay from a nearby
vineyard.
Looking at my vines, the effect was random-some vines had lost all of their buds,
some virtually none, others somewhere in the middle. This is not however a
catastrophe, at least not for me. My vines are still not yet 3years of age, and young
vines should not be allowed to crop heavily-otherwise they will be unable to produce
a full crop in later years.
Also, nature has a built in safety mechanism, in that all vine buds are in three parts.
The primary bud (the first to emerge) produces most fruit, the secondary bud
emerges only if the primary is damaged and produces a smaller amount, while the
tertiary bud produces foliage only.
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RED SQUIRREL VISIT
I was out in my small field a few days ago, when I noticed a movement out of the
corner of my eye. There, bold as brass, about 6 feet away, was a beautiful red
squirrel, much larger than I had been led to believe, and totally unperturbed by my
presence. He (or she) scampered off after a while, leaving me to marvel at its beauty.
The grey squirrel is not a patch on it!
A NEW LIFE IN THE SUN-A TRIP THROUGH FRANCE
You may remember that my friends, John & Emma Gilchrist, have been featured in
this programme on a number of occasions, and the latest episode was aired early in
March. I had another cameo appearance (thankfully briefly !) and the episode
featured two English chaps who had bought a vineyard near Castillon, John & Emma
with their gite & cookery school, and another vineyard, Chateau Lestevenie, owned
by Humphrey & Sue Temperley (she is a Baroness in the House of Lords).
The result of that programme was 8000 emails to John & Emma, enquiring about
availability! It took John 9 days to sort through them.
FRANCE & COVID
Well, I spoke too soon. Despite Lot & Garonne being very low in cases & mortality,
we went into lockdown with the rest of France after Easter weekend. The lockdown
is supposed to last only a month, but time will tell. The lockdown is still not as
rigorous as some- as well as food shops, builders merchants are also open.
Vaccinations appear to be gaining pace however-from 15 April, all residents over
the age of 55 are eligible to book their vaccination, which is often delivered by the
local pharmacy. Even vets are being used to administer them!
A bientot!
Stuart McGill
stuartmmcgill@gmail.com

John Howell MP writes
April 2021
A year after the first lockdown many people reflected on what has happened during
the last year and how they have dealt with the situation. As with all places of work,
in a MPs office changes have had to be made. Working with my team we have
written a shared view of our situation. The full article is available my website with
extracts shared below. I hope will be of interest.
We agreed that whilst working from home has some up-sides it does have several
down sides. Despite the use of online communications there has been much less
general sharing of ideas and conversation that cements relationships and builds the
team. The feeling of remoteness and isolation is strong. In addition to the isolation
the scope of the work has narrowed to mainly involve responding to emails. In the
period from the start of the first lockdown to March 2021 we received over 30,000
emails from constituents, this was more than double the usual and in addition to
internal emails and those from other organisations with which we work.
The nature of the constituent emails has been in two key categories. Many emails
raised concerns about personal issues and problems relating to COVID-19. There
was also a huge increase in standard campaign emails. With the personal concerns
the team did all we could to help but sometimes there was nothing that we could do.
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The reaction to this largely fell into two extremes – those who were grateful for our
efforts despite the outcome and those who blamed us for the situation. Dealing with
people shouting down the phone at you because you cannot change a situation is
difficult.
Campaigning organisations quickly realised that people had time on their hands and
were at home by their computers. Campaigning organisations can do a very good
job but when the same email is received dozens of times over with exactly the same
wording the message starts to lose something. We also noticed an increased
aggression in the tone of some of these emails.
Although the House authorities and the Speaker’s Office found ways of keeping
Parliament in operation it has not been completely satisfactory. In some ways the
democratic process has been stifled. The lack of Westminster Hall debates for a long
time took away the opportunity for MPs to raise and discuss a whole range of issues.
The remote operation of the Chamber reduced the number of speakers possible in
any one debate and also removed the opportunity for quick exchanges, by way of
interventions, which are an important part of the process of debate. As a result we
saw a series of set pieces from those selected to speak in a debate rather than robust
debate between MPs and the ability to challenge Ministers in quite the same way as
usual greatly suppressed.
This piece is just a short part of the whole. If you would like to read the full article
or find information on other issues please visit my website www.johnhowell.org.uk
Printed and promoted by John Howell MP House of Commons, London, SW1A 0AA
DEADLINE REMINDER – Please note that unless articles are in the hands of the
Editor by the 18th of the month (unless otherwise stated), such articles will miss the
scheduled Newsletter. The views expressed in this Newsletter are not necessarily
those of the Editor or the Parish Council. All material for inclusion in the June 2021
Newsletter should be with the Editor at 27 Chiltern View, Little Milton, by 8.00
p.m. on 18th May. The Editor reserves the right not to print items submitted for
publication and to edit those items, which are published
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KEY TELEPHONE NUMBERS
Age UK

01865 890879

Naheed Qureshi

Citizens Advice Bureau

0808 278 7907

Thame & District

Church: St James

01844 278349

Revd. Simon Cronk

Doctors

01865 872448
111
0845 345 8995
999

Morland Surgery
Out of Hours Service
NHS Helpline
Medical Emergencies

Little Milton Shop

01844 279978

Alison Shelton (Manager)

Little Milton School

01844 279310

Head:

Milk Deliveries

07773006485

A J Woods Ltd

MUGA

Bookings for the courts are made at the Post Office

Neighbourhood Watch

01844 279468

Mark Willis

Newsletter

01844 279150

Raymond Fergusson (Editor)

OCC

01865 792422

All enquiries

Parish Council

01844 278180

Pine Lodge
01844 279535
0844 7255568

Francois Van der Merwe (Chair)
Andrea Oughton (Clerk)
Giles Denby
Linda Lovegrove (Bookings)
24/7 Call out service

Police

101

Thames Valley Police
(Non-emergency)

Post Office

01844 279001

Public Transport

01865 323201

Comet

SODC

01235 422422

All enquiries

Southern Electric

0800 0727 282

Emergency Number

Thames Water

0800 3169 800

Emergency Number

The Lamb

01844 279527

Ian & Des

Biffa (Verdant)

03000 610610

All enquiries

Alison Shelton (Postmistress)

For all other numbers go to website www.littlemilton.org.uk

21

22

