Coronavirus (COVID-19)
Advice and support on Coronavirus
National advice on Coronavirus- it’s changing all
the time, so keep up to date with daily updates to
make sure you are getting accurate information!
Take care where you look for advice and
guidance, and make sure that you are using
verified sites for information as there is a lot of
incorrect or ‘scam’ advice on social media at the
moment. Always use the advice below from makes
sense and check it regularly for updates.
The following are some key websites
Coronavirus -What you need to do: Government advice
https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus
NHS
England
for
advice
on
protecting
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/

yourself

Public Health England for up to date advice and guidance
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/public-healthengland including Easy Read and language translations
Updates from Oxfordshire County Council
https://news.oxfordshire.gov.uk/coronavirus-information-fromthe-government/
I hope that this page will not be required after this issue but I hope that it has
had had some value for the past fourteen months
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EXTRACTS FROM THE PARISH COUNCIL DRAFT MINUTES OF THE
MEETING OF 9th JUNE 2021
Casual Vacancy
Two applications had been received for the casual vacancy which had been
circulated to Councillors. The Chairman called for the vote to be by ballot rather
than a show of hands, this was agreed. On being put to the vote it was RESOLVED
that Mr Giles Denby be Co-opted onto the Council and he will sign his admission
to office at the July meeting.
Matters Arising
Cllrs Wakeling and Sheppard have started to monitor use of the car park and will
observe the use of the Recreation Ground for overflowing parking at the event on
4th July. It is anticipated that one lane of cars parked next to the hedge on the left
when entering the Recreation Ground will be provide adequate overflow parking for
40-50 vehicles for events. Cllrs Wakeling and Sheppard will report their findings
and recommendations to a future meeting.
Report by District / County Councillor
The Chairman welcomed County Councillor Freddie van Mierlo to the meeting and
congratulated him on his recent election.
County Councillor van Mierlo reported his main focus at the moment was to try and
attend the majority of Parish Council meetings within the Ward in person for the
first meeting and to learn about local issues. His monthly newsletter will focus on
parishes and local issues. Applications to the County Councillor Priority Fund had
just opened. Total value of the fund is £15k, spread over two years. Cllr van Mierlo
invited applications to the fund and said funding would not be reserved for the
second year.
The Chairman said the Parish Council looked forward to working with Cllr van
Mierlo and set out the current three main priorities for the Council related to OCC:
1. A329 – The Chairman had sent Cllr van Mierlo a copy of the letter to
Oxfordshire County Council.
2. The new initiative changing the management of the verges /
hedgerows and other public open spaces in the village to create greater
biodiversity. The project had made a great start and had local support
but will need funding in the future.
3. MUGA & Tennis Court were built in 2004 and were in need of
refurbishment. A working party has just been formed to look at
different options.
District Councillor Caroline Newton had circulated her June report. Cllr Newton
added the planning application for development on Chalgrove airfield had been
withdrawn. It was very likely Homes England will submit a new application
relocating the airfield to the north of the site and housing on the existing airfield.
A brief summary of the issues of flooding caused during heavy rain was provided to
Cllrs van Mierol and Newton. Thames Water have been reasonably reactive, and
the Parish Council has developed a good relationship with them over the years.
There is capacity in the system to cope with Little Milton’s needs but developments
in Great
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Haseley and excess rainwater entering the sewerage system during periods of heavy
rain caused flooding on the Haseley Road and in extreme cases this back flowed
onto the A329.
Planning
P21/S1350/HH -15 Milton, Manor Drive, Little Milton
Converting the existing glazed roof of the conservatory-style front porch to a tiled
roof in keeping with the existing roof of the house. To replace the existing uPVC
uprights below the porch roofline with Bradstone brick piers which match the
structure of the house.
RESOLVED to support the application.
P21/S2247/LB - Owl Barn, Church Hill, Little Milton
1st floor rear extension over an existing ground floor extension.
It was noted this was the Listed Building application linked to P21/S1869/HH
supported at the last meeting. No further comment.
Recreation Ground/Playground
The Chairman reported the tennis club were in the process of setting up an online
system for court bookings which was currently being trialled by a small number of
people.
Cllr Sidhu had contacted Grundon regarding the bins and concluded the only option
would be to have an additional bin in the car park and remove the small bins in the
park altogether. It was agreed this was a risky strategy.
It was agreed the existing bins were not adequate and new larger bins should be
purchased. The Clerk will circulate the link to Broxap and Glasdon to Cllrs Sidhu
and Wakeling to investigate and bring a proposal to the next meeting. The Parish
Council may consider applying for funds from the County Councillor Priority fund
to purchase the bins.
Verges / Hedgerows
Cllr Sidhu reported there had been a few teething issues with some of the verges,
but all were now cut pretty much as intended. The Brief will be amended so it is
easier to follow in time for the next scheduled cuts. The playing field and triangles
in Old Field, up against the reserve are cut by different contractors whom Cllr Sidhu
will contact. It was noted that the Village Green would need to be cut on a regular
basis. There has been a phenomenal amount growth since the verges were cut and
some were almost back to the length they were before!
Two types of orchid have been identified on one of the verges, a positive result and
also flowers that wouldn’t not have been seen unless the grass cutting schedule had
not been changed. Cllr Sidhu had received an email from a resident in full support
of the scheme.
Queen Elizabeth’s Platinum Jubilee
As part of a year-long celebration of the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee there will be an
extended Bank Holiday from Thursday 2nd to Sunday 5th June 2022, all agreed this
provided a great opportunity to organise a community celebration for the whole
village.
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Current Council members
Councillor Francois Van Der Merwe (Chairman)
Councillor Howard Harrison
Councillor Adam Sheppard
Councillor Steve Sidhu (Vice Chairman)
Councillor David Wakeling
Parish Clerk Andrea Oughton
County Councillor: Freddie Van Mierlo
District Councillor Caroline Newton

07740438770
01844 279946
01844 279217
01844 279448
01844 278014
clerk@littlemilton.org.uk
freddie.vanmierlo@oxfordshire.gov.
uk
07951 477144

SODC: WASTE MANAGEMENT CONTRACT
The minimum charge is £40 for up to 3 items and £8 for each additional item.
There is a maximum of six items per collection day: if you have more than six,
you'll need to book another collection day. Please note that a bed and mattress
counts as 2 items and a three piece suite (consisting of 1 settee and 2 chairs) counts
as 3 items.
Before you contact us to book your bulky waste collection, have a good think
about whether you have any other big items to dispose of. Once we have
processed your booking, we are unable to make any alterations or add any
other items – even if you have only booked one or two items.
To arrange this service residents can call the Public Amenities Team on
01235 422406 or book on line from the Council’s website www.southoxon.gov.uk
Give your furniture to a good home
Have you considered donating your furniture to charity or a good home? Emmaus
is an Oxford based charity that will come out to all areas of the county and collect
unwanted furniture free of charge. For legal or practical reasons this does not include
soft furnishings without a fire label, safety items, or any item that is not in a saleable
condition. Please visit the Emmaus website for more details.

6th July
13th July
20th July
27th July

BIFFA: WASTE COLLECTION DATES – JULY 2021
Brown
Grey
Green
No
Yes
No
Yes
No
Yes
No
Yes
No
Yes
No
Yes

Food
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes

SODC MONTHLY BRIEFING (EXTRACT) JUNE 2021
Waste Collection
General services have been disrupted by a shortfall in staff in Biffa, and the knockon effects of May’s Bank Holidays. Biffa is advertising for HGV drivers to
strengthen its team.
Garden Waste services have been further disrupted by the transfer of the
management of service from Capita to an in-house SODC team. There is a backlog
of 1500 applications for Garden Waste bins in South and Vale district councils. It
is estimated that it will take 6-8 weeks to clear the backlog.
Planning
Congratulations to Tetsworth Neighbourhood Plan team: the Tetsworth NP was
adopted in May - along with 6 others in South Oxfordshire following a successful
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referendum. There are now 26 ‘made’ Neighbourhood Plans in the district, with
many others under development. Meanwhile, SODC has submitted an application
to take part in a Government pilot on a simpler approach to NDPs.
The Planning and Enforcement teams are dealing with record numbers of
applicants. In May they received 390 new planning applications (an increase in
48% on May 2020). Enforcement has 377 open cases, which amounts to 57 per
officer (against a normal average of 30).
Homes England (HE) withdrew its application to build a new settlement on the site
of Chalgrove Airfield following a meeting with SODC and the Civil Aviation
Authority on 7 May. But this is not likely to be the end of the development: it is
expected that HE will submit a new application towards the end of 2021 or the
start of 2022. I am continuing to work with communities in Haseley Brook to
mitigate the impact such development would have.
Oxford-Cambridge Arc - News is expected soon from Government on the first
phase of its Spatial Framework (which will indicate the scale of the expectations
for growth in the region). The Oxfordshire Plan 2050 is also due to publish its
spatial strategy shortly - and officers and officials are working to ensure the two
visions are aligned.
The applications for solar farms at Harlesford and Cornwell (Tetsworth and Great
Haseley) are still under consideration, and the applicants have been asked to
provide more information. There is likely to be further consultation, and the
applications will be referred to planning committee. Work on a likely application
to build a third solar farm near Milton Common is less far advanced: an
environmental impact assessment Scoping Opinion has been submitted.
RECTOR’S PINT
We have now entered what is called ‘ordinary time’ in the Church of England’s
calendar. Basically, these are periods when there are no major festivals. The longest
of these begins on the Sunday after Pentecost (Trinity) and lasts until the beginning
of Advent.
It is not that nothing happens, but we can’t point to festivals as useful teaching aids!
So instead of doing that I thought I would tell you a story, something that happened
to me recently, although I really don’t come out of it at all well.
I could blame the washing machine, which sprang a leak. I disconnected the inlet
hose, threw it on the back seat of the car and headed off to Homebase. On the way I
stopped at Asda to refuel the car. I was in a bit of a queue, and as I waited, if I
wondered if I might need a whole new hose? I couldn’t reach and so had to get out
of the car and open the passenger door to have a look.
I need to explain at this point that I was driving a perfectly adequate Vauxhall
Meriva, it had plenty of life in it even if it was a little scuffed. However, in a moment
of design madness someone had thought that it was a good idea to build ‘suicide’
passenger doors as they were known in the 1950’s, ones that have the hinges at the
back and not the front (like London Cabs).
I became aware that the queue to the pump had cleared and I could now fill up, I got
back into the car and moved forward.
I had not closed the door! The thing was virtually ripped off as it made contact with
the very sturdy steel post that you will find next to every fuel pump. The car was
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found to be ‘uneconomic to repair.’ I am now driving a very nice little 4-year-old
Skoda Fabia estate. It is a rather vivid blue and does sort of make me feel that I have
last emerged as a sixty something vicar! (Apologies if you drive one and that image
upsets you!) In truth, it is a very good car.
Faith is no guard against stupidity! I was reminded of a friend of mine who, many
years ago proudly went for a ride on his new bicycle when, as he was careering
down a very steep South Wales hill his front wheel detached itself from the bike. He
had forgotten to tighten the quick release nuts. He told me that for some reason the
one thing that went through his head as he realised that he was facing catastrophe
was a New Testament verse ‘What is seen is temporal, what is unseen is eternal’. I
am afraid that I had no such deep thoughts, but I wasn’t facing serious injury or
death, only humiliation and hurt pride. My friend got off lightly in the
circumstances.
I do take comfort that God still loves me, in the ordinary times of life, and even in
the moments of my own stupidity.
The washing machine, you will be pleased to hear, is working perfectly.
Simon
CHURCH SERVICES AND ANNUAL PAROCHIAL CHURCH
MEETINGS – JULY 2021
As I am sure you will appreciate, it has been just about impossible to plan too far
ahead as we plan our Sunday worship.
As we now know that there will be no longer a full lifting of restrictions, at least for
the next few weeks, this unfortunately means that there will need to be continued
mask wearing, social distancing and no indoor singing when people come to church
to worship.
We will therefore stick to the planned pattern of worship for the end of June and the
beginning of July, when for two weeks there will be no zoom services. We will then
resume in July for a part of the month with the present pattern, a Holy Communion
service in church followed by a zoom service. However, at the end of July there will
be a proper benefice service in Little Milton. Is it too much to hope that we might
be able to sing hymns!
Please do look at the details with times and dates below as well as the details for our
annual parochial church meetings.
Simon
BENEFICE SERVICES JULY
Live
Virtual Services
Service
Via Zoom
Sunday
St Mary’s
4th July
Holy Communion
Trinity 5
9.00 a.m.
St Peter’s
Pets Blessing
11.00 a.m.
Outdoors weather
permitting
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Sunday
11th July
Trinity 6

Sunday
18th July
Trinity 7

Sunday
25th July
Trinity 8

St Peter’s
Holy Communion
9.00 a.m.
St James’ Annual
Parochial Church
meeting
12.00 p.m.
St James’
Holy Communion
9.00 a.m.

Invitation
To Zoom
Morning Prayer 11.00 a.m.

Invitation
To Zoom
Morning Prayer 11.00 a.m.

St Mary’s Annual
Parochial Church
meeting
12.00 p.m.
St James’
Benefice Morning
Prayer
10.00 a.m.
St Peter’s Annual
Parochial Church
meeting
11.30 a.m.

GREAT MILTON METHODIST CHURCH SERVICES
The Methodist Church has advised me that services are slowly starting to get back
to normal but it will take a little tome. I will publish details in due course.
For further info. Please contact Rev Canon Dr Martin Wellings on 01865
243216
CHURCH CLEANING ROTA FOR JULY
W/E 4th July

Mrs L. Lovegrove & Mrs C Coward
W/E 11th July

Mrs A Jones & Jill Hoban
W/E 18th July

Mrs E. Summers & Mrs Wendy Newby
W/E 25th July

Mrs A Blagg & Mrs C D’Aeth
W/E 1st August

Mrs M Davies & Mrs S A Dennis
Church Cleaning St James – Farewell and welcome!
Thank you Anne for all of your wonderful cleaning with Eleanor over many years
and we wish you every happiness in your new home in Dorset. We are very fortunate
in being able to welcome Wendy to the rota from this month onwards to help
Eleanor with cleaning the Church…To bid farewell and welcome…we are planning
on a meal at the Lamb to thank Anne and welcome Wendy, together with Jill who
has also recently joined the team!
Sally Ann
CHRISTIAN AID: THANK YOU, THANK YOU, THANK YOU!!
This year the combined work of Great Milton, The Haseleys and Little Milton raised
an AMAZING total of £2,832.50!! This is made up of:
Zoomed Coffee Mornings in Lent
£523.75
House to House collections in each of the villages
£2,308.75
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Due to £1,633.25 of the monies collected being Gift Aided by the Donors, this total
above includes an extra figure of £407.31.
Thank you to all of the Distributors, Collectors and above all to each of you who
gave to Christian Aid this year…
Sally Ann Dennis
Great Milton, Little Milton and Great/ Little Haseley Benefice’s major role in
funding oxygen concentrators in Darjeeling, India
Some of you will know that I am a trustee of the Darjeeling Children’s Trust. A few
weeks ago the Trustees had a desperate plea from residents and the Edward
Foundation in Darjeeling for help with funding oxygen concentrators (so as not to
have to rely on oxygen tanks) to help treat Covid patients. It is a 3 hour journey
down the mountain to replenish oxygen tanks and the monsoons with the
accompanying landslides were further hampering this. They were desperate. Our
charity offered to set up crowdfunding with a target of raising £10,000 to fund
oxygen concentrators. I shared this at our Benefice service and the response was
astonishing. We met our target in just a few days and we have been amazed by the
support we received. We have purchased 10 concentrators and they are already in
use in Darjeeling. I believe that our Benefice funded approximately 3/4 of these. If
you wish to see a video with an update and a thank you from Darjeeling, you can
find it on https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/darjeelingoxygenaid
Thank you all SO much. The people in Darjeeling are overwhelmed by the
generosity of you and others in the UK and Europe.
Clare Blakeway-Phillips
ST JAMES’S BELLS TO RING OUT AGAIN
Would you like to be a bellringer?
The tower of St James’s holds a peal of 6 bells, which were originally cast and
installed in 1867. The smallest bell weighs over 4 cwt and the largest more than
half a ton, but an ingenious rope and wheel system (devised in England in the 17 th
century) allows one person to ring each bell unaided.
The bells had fallen into disuse by the 1990s, but were restored and retuned in 1999
and a band of local ringers was trained in time to herald the Millennium. They were
then rung regularly until March 2020, but have again been silenced by the COVID19 pandemic. However, the recent easing of restrictions has brought the prospect
of a return to ringing. Following an inspection by White’s of Appleton, which has
confirmed that the bells are safe, we are planning to restart properly when the normal
pattern of services resumes, hopefully after Sunday 19 th July.
The core of the band has remained stable since 2000, but we are a small group and
would welcome new recruits. If you haven’t tried it before (or even if you have),
why not give it a go? Bellringing is a fascinating, diverse team activity, which can
be enjoyed by people of all ages (from around 11 to 80 plus) and from all walks of
life. It combines (limited) physical exertion and mental agility to create a
distinctive, quintessentially English sound. It is also highly sociable and allows you
to visit historic churches and make new friends around the world. It isn’t easy and
the necessary skills can take months to perfect, but the rewards make it well
worthwhile.
If you’re interested, please give Raymond Fergusson (Tower Captain – 279150) or
Cathy Hughes-D’Aeth (Deputy – 279965) a call. We ring for Sunday services once
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or twice a month and practise on Tuesday evenings, so it isn’t a huge commitment.
We are also planning to hold a Tower Open Day in the autumn (details to follow)
and would love to see you there!
LITTLE MILTON CHURCH FETE RAFFLE 2021
Thank you to everyone who bought raffle tickets to support the village fete and to
the wonderful sponsors who donated the prizes. This year’s winners are;
Le Manoir Aux Quat Saisons – Dinner for 2
Table D’Alix at The Plough - £100 voucher
Blenheim Palace pass
Champagne Afternoon Tea for Six
The Oxfordshire – Golf 4 Ball
Fallow & Fields Luxury Hamper
Sunday Lunch at The Lamb for 2
The Thatch - £50 Voucher
Chinnor Steam Railway Family Pass
Waterperry Family Pass
Elliot Jones Print
Bjorn Borg Tennis Kit
Godiva Luxury Chocolates and Gifts
Brother’s Hairdressing Vouchers
Little Milton Village Shop Hamper
‘So Sustainable’ Gift Bag
The Book House – Gardening Book
The Beauty Room – Gift Voucher

Sylvia Heath
Caroline Shiels
Gill Taylor
Jane Willis
Allan Moffit
Roger Summers
Sam & Wendy Graffi
Hil Pennick
Jennifer Willis
Mike Erwood
Richard Alliston
Mary Davies
Kath Stacey
Julia
Leo West (Stadhampton)
John Fergusson
Barbara (Great Milton)
The
Dukes
family
(Newington)
Orasa Thai Massage Voucher (1)
Gill Taylor
Ten Mile Menu Organic Veg Box
Mary Harrison
Orasa Thai Massage Voucher (2)
Charles Peers
The winner of ‘Guess the Mileage’ on the vintage car was Sylvia Taylor. Mrs Angie
Jones was successful in securing the sealed bid for the flight. The winners of the
hamper raffle are not confirmed as we go to print.
FRIENDS OF LITTLE MILTON SCHOOL- 200 CLUB
June
1st
No 17 Jasper McCormack
2nd
No 24 Carrie Day
3rd
No 8
Sara Scotland

£10.00
£7.00
£5.00

Diane Austin Little Milton School 200 Club Organiser
NEWS FROM THE PINE LODGE
On again, off again…we are really very sorry not to be able to support those who
had made bookings and planned for parties or gatherings in the Hall that we have
10

had to cancel during June and July. Fingers crossed that 19th July will finally
enable us to provide unrestricted access to the Hall as before...
However on a happier note several regular activities have returned to the Hall.
Regular activities include:
Yoga & Fitness with Yvonne on Mondays at (y.cartwright@btinternet.com)
Yoga with Alice on Tuesdays at 9:30am and Thursdays at 6.30pm
Advanced Textile workshop on Wednesday 9:30am with Amargeet
(amarjeetnandhra@virginmedia.com)
Yoga and Pilates Friday 9:30am with Lee (lee@grahamcaulfield.co.uk)
Upcoming events:
A note for your diary - Little Milton Unlocked (see advert) - Saturday 28th August.
We will be coming round the village in July with more information and tickets for
the event.
Please contact the organisers to confirm their current schedules and availability as
the number of participants are currently limited. For enquires please
contact linda.pinelodge@yahoo.com. For more details about the Hall please go
to https://www.hugofox.com/community/the-pine-lodge-7832/home
gilesdenby@yahoo.com
VILLAGE LUNCH
Now The Lamb has opened we will start the village lunches on Thursday 17 July.
We are limited to 6 people so it is essential to ring Ian on 01844 279527 to ensure
you get a booking.
Gill Taylor
WELLS FARM ALLOTMENTS
It is great to see the plots so well kept and beginning to bear fruit after some frantic
spring labour. An occasional shower of rain is perfect to help keep things watered
but those weeds do keep appearing! First early potatoes should be ready and seconds
later this month too. Garlic, onions and shallots may also be ready to pull up and dry
in the sun allowing the soil to be used for maybe another crop such as radishes or
beetroot maybe. If you don’t have an allotment but have room in your garden try
growing lettuces and spring onions in long window baskets or good sized pots.
Provided they are kept watered you can have salad whenever you need it
Happy growing
Paul. (paulj201@hotmail.com
LITTLE MILTON WI
In June, we went out for a tour of Sunnyhill Vineyard in Horspath followed by a
wine tasting in their barn shop. We braved the torrential rain to learn about the vines,
but we were just happy to see each other and say goodbye to Zoom! We highly
recommend a visit there for local wine, cider & handmade gifts, plus a café and
children’s play area (www.sunnyhillvineyard.co.uk).
Our next meeting on Thursday 8th July is a Summer Celebration Garden Party
from 7-9pm. Visitors £5. Everyone welcome, contact me if you’d like to join us.
Do you live in Little Milton, Great Milton or The Haseleys, want to meet new
people, make new friends? Then join Little Milton WI and meet like-minded, local
women of all ages in an informal, friendly group. Please phone or email us if you’re
feeling lonely, want a chat, fancy joining WI.
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We meet every 2nd Thursday of the month at 7pm
Too shy to come by yourself? Contact me & I’ll find you a WI buddy.
Like us at www.facebook.com/lmpinelodge
Details & news on the Pine Lodge page at www.littlemilton.org.uk
Kath Stacey 279438 or email littlemiltonwi@oxfordshirewi.co.uk
ALBION FIELDS
Dear Fellow villagers,
Due to the extension of the COVID restrictions announced by the Government, we
are forced to delay the invitation to the village to come and enjoy the sculpture park.
An invitation will come through yours doors in the coming days.
We look forward to welcoming you
Michael and Ali

Little Milton Village Shop
The Summer School Break is just around the corner.
Not sure what you are going to do with that time.
Why not earn some spending money by working a
few hours a week in the village shop during the
school holidays?
You must be over 15years old, and your parents’
permission is mandatory.
For more detailed information pop into the shop and
speak to Alison, Clare, or me for more detailed
information.
Kevin Hunt
Chairman
12
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THAME FLOWER CLUB
THAME FLOWER CLUB - has a new home at the newly renovated Neighbours’
Hall in Great Milton.
Date: Wednesday 25th August 2021 (then every 4th Wednesday)
Time: 1:30pm onwards (2pm start). Finish 4pm - 4:30pm.
Membership £38. For more info. Please contact Cathy on Tel: 01844 217763 or
email: cat.twitchett@gmail.com
FRIENDS OF WELLS FARM
All of the ponies should have finally left Wells for their summer grazing by the time
this is published. It has been a difficult spring for all of the livestock for BBOWT
with flooding on some sites and rich grazing on others causing laminitis. But for
Wells, July should bring many butterflies and insects to pollenate the flowers. Keep
your eyes open for marbled whites and the dark ringlets with tiny gold rings on their
wings. Some butterfly species that were once just summer visitors from the
continent are now beginning to overwinter here and people have seen painted lady
butterflies here in May and June this year. Look out for them on the buddleia bushes.
On a calm summer’s evening why not take a bright light out for an hour and see if
you can attract some moths. Moths are underrated but come in all sizes and colours.
Paul. (paulj201@hotmail.com)
NEWS FROM LITTLE MILTON SCHOOL
Small School, Big Heart, Great Start
Well, in the words of Whitney Houston, ‘Didn’t we almost have it all?’, but, sadly,
the Delta variant had other ideas and we’re now left having to think a little more
creatively about our plans for Sports Day, Maypole and, possibly, our Leavers’
Assembly.
However, this doesn’t mean we can’t have an enjoyable rest of the summer term,
and we have certainly been doing just that. Last week Rowan class were able to visit
Didcot Railway as part of their WW2 topic and they had a great day taking part in
activities to support their learning which included being ‘evacuated’ and a ride on a
steam train. This week it was the turn of the Maples and Willows to get some
‘offsite’ time as they headed off to Blenheim Palace for the day. With water bottles,
sunhats and a generous coating of sun cream the children set off on a fabulous day
exploring the butterfly house, tree trail and the palace grounds with all of its
magnificent vistas. Next week we will be heading out again for a whole school
Forest School Session and the following week, we are all off to The Harcourt
Arboretum.
We have been particularly impressed with the children’s attitudes towards their
learning and their enthusiasm to produce fantastic work, following the half term
break. Year 6 have been excited to start their ‘Fiver Challenge’ and their business
pitch would certainly rival those on ‘Dragon’s Den’! Their resourcefulness and the
manner in which they have approached the challenge of having their own business
to make profit for charity have both been outstanding. For further details of this
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Young Enterprise initiative please follow the link:
https://www.fiverchallenge.org.uk/.
Hannah Blest and James Bell
Interim Co – Headteachers
THE FRIENDS OF LITTLE MILTON SCHOOL AUCTION OF PROMISES
– 2nd to 9th JULY
Our Auction of Promises will be running online from 2nd to 9th July. We've had
some wonderful donations from the kind members of our school and local
community, including handmade chocolates, paddle boarding on the river, sewing
tutorials, pony rides and homemade wood fired pizzas.
Have a browse at https://auctionofpromises.com/2021LittleMiltonSchool and many
thanks for your continued support!
Katie Leworthy
FROM OUR FRENCH CORRESPONDENT
Bonjour Tous!
THE VINEYARD
Well, I think I can finally call my field a vineyard. The vines have burst into life
after a cold May, with temperatures from the start of June up to 33c. Despite the
frost in early April, flower clusters have emerged and are rapidly forming grape
clusters-in some cases very large ones. As I mentioned last time, 3 year old vines
should not be allowed to bear a full crop, so I have had the difficult task of removing
flower clusters where the vine is trying to overbear.
The fertilizer I applied in autumn and spring is also having the desired effect-poorly
growing vines away from the house have now started to grow at a much more rapid
pace.
PLANTING REPLACEMENT VINES
I am beginning to seriously question some of the text books I have been reading on
planting and growing vines. I have the third edition of an American “Bible” on
growing and planting vines, which states that you can drill a hole only 4” wide to
successfully plant a vine. I can say, from bitter experience, that having used a 4”
auger for the past two years, every replacement has died. Granted, we have had two
severe droughts, but this year I decided to use an 8” auger to drill the holes.
Interestingly, the first edition of the same book advocated a hole 6-10” wide!
We have a thriving Brit community here, so I posted a “cri de couer” for help in
planting, and 12 friends turned up on the day
I had ordered 800 replacement vines, counted last November, and told my supplier
who is 40 miles away that I had a group of friends helping to plant. To my
astonishment, on the day of planting, I emerged from the house at 7.15am to find
the delivery vehicle already in my yard offloading my replacement vines.
The only negative was I discovered far more vines had died over the winter- instead
of 800 replacements, I could have ordered 1200-1300.
FRANCE & COVID
As I write this France is opening up fully, with new cases just over 3000, about half
of the population having received one vaccination, and a quarter fully vaccinated. I
had my first vaccination on May 6th, at the local pharmacy. I had registered with
them, and received an email IN ENGLISH from them asking if I still wanted to be
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vaccinated. If so, I should phone the given number. I tried 6 times, and no response,
so I went in personally on the Monday and had my appointment booked for the
Thursday. As I was ushered in at the appointed time, there was a stool and a comfy
chair. I sat on the stool.
“Non Monsieur, asseyez –vous la !” said the pharmacist, pointing to the comfy
chair.
“Mais vous etes plus important que moi” I replied, much to the pharmacists delight
!
I think France has decided to manage Covid, rather than attempt to eliminate it
completely. We do not seem to have the Delta strain-at least not yet, and France can
ill afford to close down over a tourist summer.
WINE LABELS
For the first time, there is a very real chance of making wine this year, particularly
from the Merlot & Sauvignon Blanc vines, so I have been reading and watching
everything I can find online on wine making. I also need to think about the marketing
of the wine-although this year is experimental, next year could be a much larger
crop.
So, I asked a friend here who used to be an Art Director in a major New York
advertising agency if he knew of any young talented designers who would be
interested in designing my wine label. To my astonishment, he offered himself! I
have just seen his first drafts, and they are incredible. I hope I can make wine as
good as the labels!!!
A bientot
Stuart stuartmmcgill@gmail.com
MORLAND HOUSE SURGERY NEWS UPDATE – JUNE
Patient Participation Group (PPG) Update
Please note that this update has been prepared on 16th June 2021, events,
particularly those involving Covid will have moved on by the time you get to read
this.
COVID-19 Vaccination Programme Update
If you are aged 21 or over, or turn 21 before 1 st July 2021 and you have not yet
been contacted for your first vaccination, you may book your vaccine online
through this website www.nhs.uk/covid-vaccination or by phoning 119.
For up-to-date information please visit
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/
COVID-19 Vaccination Card
Patients with online access to their medical record (through the Patient Access app)
can now view their COVID-19 vaccination record from the home screen of the app.
This new feature will automatically be visible for patients who have already had
access to their detailed care record and immunisations enabled by their practice.
For information on how to gain online access to your medical record, please go to
www.morland-house.co.uk and search ‘Online Access’.
General Practice Data for Planning and Research
Morland House Surgery is supporting vital health and care planning and research
by sharing your data with NHS Digital. Please do not call our reception team in
regard to this, for more information please visit https://digital.nhs.uk/data-and16

information/data-collections-and-data-sets/data-collections/general-practice-datafor-planning-and-research
Treatment Resistant Depression (TRD) Clinic
A new research clinic is available at the Warneford Hospital to help people who are
still depressed even though they are taking antidepressant medication. For more
information, including how you can refer yourself to the clinic visit here:
https://oxfordhealthbrc.nihr.ac.uk/our-work/treatment-resistant-depression/
Unacceptable Phone Calls to Morland House Surgery
The Patient Participation Group are very concerned to learn that the Doctors and
their colleagues at Morland House have been receiving some aggressive telephone
calls. We would ask patients to be more respectful of those that really care for us
and provide as good a service as is possible under the present conditions. We ask all
to understand that everyone has the right to a face-to-face consultation with his/her
Doctor but it is essential that this follows a telephone conversation with the Doctor,
who will be able to assess if a face-to-face meeting is a necessity, in which case an
appointment will be offered. This really is the only way we can currently work but,
in the future, will improve the service offered.
Visit Morland House Website
For up-to-date information about our services, please visit www.morlandhouse.co.uk
VIEW FROM VIEWS
We are now well into summer swallows are here, I fear not so many this year, swifts
screaming high in the skies on sunny days, and generally the air is full of bird song,
and even more important the weather is warmer but becoming believe it or not drier
by the day. I have heard the cuckoo but only three times, then only in the distance.
The inhabitants of our recently moved nest box for Blue Tits after a mad bout of
activity for about a fortnight, suddenly disappeared, and on inspection all seem to
be fine no sign of malpractice, we can only surmise that they have as they say flown
the nest. The Grass field margins we planted some years ago are just about to show
blooms, unfortunately like the crops they have suffered from the ravages of the
winter weather, after shedding a lot of blood sweat and tears creating these areas it
is somewhat disheartening, made worse when we notice foot path walkers tramping
through them. This is a very difficult situation for us to see areas where the
uninitiated have without realising the damage they are doing to nature as a whole by
just walking and tramping through. It is always difficult to explain this to people
who cannot be expected to understand, as it is all part of the pressure of the human
being on nature.
On the farming side how things have grown since last month, The Barley has shot
away and is now at least 4ft high, looking very good and looking very promising.
Of course although looking very good what was not there is still not, but it is only
these places that let the side down. From the road all looks pretty good, this is most
important as that is what most will see and think we have done a good job that is
except for the worst places that seem more visible now than a month ago. The most
publically viewed field is looking exceptionally good as it is viewed from the A329
at least that will give a good impression. As far as its productive prospect we will
not hold our breath as the winter weather will still have a great effect, one heavy
Thunderstorm, (forecast in the next day or so) could alter this dramatically.
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The Wheat looks promising but I fear, although from a distance appears good, it is
a little thinner that I would like, again as a result of the diabolical winter weather.
Of course it is now when a crop starts to stop growing in order to ripen that the
weeds start to show over the top of the crop and we begin to see patches of different
coloured plants, reflecting perhaps the mistakes we and the weather have made, then
that’s why we farm.
It looks as if a wet May has suited this farm, I would have expected to see the crops
stressed with the hot weather in the middle of June, by looking parched, just hope
by the time you have read this we will have had some of that sweet refreshing rain,
as in the harvest hymn we plough the fields and scatter.
Now there is another pressure on the land, countryside, and the country ways of
living, as we learn the wealthy wanting to move to the country, and invest in land,
not to farm but to give themselves a better life and investment, with all that goes
with it. Rewilding their recent acquisition, using good agricultural land, and
imposing their wishes on those that earn their living from that land, luckily here the
Church bells can still ring, and the Cockerels can still crow. Of course this not only
applies to the rich and famous but members of the general public who have become
concerned about living in urban areas, which will endanger our way of life, and the
natural resources, that we have begun to enhance, since the damage done as a result
of governments drive for more production during World War 2.
On a lighter note, Jeremy Clarkson being one of those who would fit into the above
category, and not one that I would usually take much notice of has made some good
points on becoming a farmer. Apparently he has owned land for some time, Jeremy
has decided to farm it himself as the person who had farmed it has now retired. He
comments and I quote “The farm never made any money and was just a nice thing
to have”, and once he became a farmer realised he had to be “a conservationist,
scientist, shepherd, storekeeper, midwife, engineer, accountant, and tractor driver
often at the same time”. He now realises that it is not as easy as all that, it was very
refreshing for such a high profile correspondent to make these remarks.
It has just been announced that the planning application for Chalgrove Airfield has
been withdrawn, due to the objection by the CAA, but note for now. This is after all
that expense of inquiries and investigations which have come out of the public purse
or put in other words our pockets. It is also public knowledge that HS2 Ltd is still
mistreating landowners in its path, “why oh why” can’t these public bodies treat
people properly, and of course take not of the countryside along the way, I bet once
it is built it will not be needed as our way of life will have changed so much.
Charles Peers
John Howell MP writes
June 2021
I know from mail received that many of you were hoping to see all COVID
restrictions removed this month and will be disappointed that the date has been
pushed back to 19th July. In recent weeks there has been growing unease at lifting
all restrictions on the proposed June date. The Delta variant is a serious concern and
the advice from experts was that we should wait a little longer until the vaccine has
been offered to all adults. Whilst I am amongst those very much looking forward to
all restrictions being removed there is some sense in waiting just a little longer.
Looking at the situation in Oxfordshire, while cases may have gone up 6-fold, the
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numbers of hospitalisations and deaths have not. This shows the importance of
vaccination. There is also an inherent fairness that every adult should be offered the
opportunity of vaccination before all restrictions are lifted. We have to remember
that when the Prime Minister announced the Roadmap to Recovery the dates were
the earliest at which each stage would be introduced and not finite dates. We must
take the long view, get everyone vaccinated and do all we can to avoid restrictions
having to be imposed again later in the year.
As we carefully and cautiously continue our journey out of lockdown, we
must be mindful that the coronavirus outbreak continues to affect all of
us, but especially unpaid carers, who have been supporting relatives, friends and
loved ones who may be disabled, ill or elderly. Carers must be recognised for the
difficulties they are experiencing, respected for all they are doing, and provided with
information and support to keep themselves – and those around them - safe and
well. Yet, a lack of awareness of carers and the physical and mental cost of caring
persists. Throughout the pandemic we have worked to support all unpaid carers,
including young carers, who have the added pressures of work, schooling and their
own health and wellbeing issues to manage. This has included making carers a
priority group for Covid-19 testing and vaccination and asking local authorities to
identify unpaid carers and support them. We have provided funding to Carers Trust
to support unpaid carers experiencing loneliness during the pandemic and to Carers
UK’s helplines, information and support services. Carers make an incredible
contribution to the life of this country. Together, we must support their
wellbeing, help them achieve their life goals and create more carer
friendly communities – making caring more visible and valued. Supporting our
carers supports us all – thank you.
If you have an issue that you would like to raise with me, if possible, please email
me at john.howell.mp@parliament.uk. If you cannot email you can write to me at
the House of Commons, London, SW1 0AA or PO Box 84, Watlington, OX49 5XD.
Please be aware that remote working means that it is taking longer for mail to get
through to me.
Printed and promoted by John Howell MP House of Commons, London, SW1A 0AA
DEADLINE REMINDER – Please note that unless articles are in the hands of the
Editor by the 18th of the month (unless otherwise stated), such articles will miss the
scheduled Newsletter. The views expressed in this Newsletter are not necessarily
those of the Editor or the Parish Council. All material for inclusion in the August
2021 Newsletter should be with the Editor at 27 Chiltern View, Little Milton, by
8.00 p.m. on 18th July. The Editor reserves the right not to print items submitted
for publication and to edit those items, which are published
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Thurs
Frid.
Sun
Mon
Tues
Wed
Thurs
Frid.
Sun
Mon.
Tues.
Wed
Thurs
Frid.
Sun
Mon
Tues
Wed
Thurs
Frid
Sun
Mon.
Tues
Wed
Thurs.
Friday

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY: JULY 2021
6.00 – 7.00 p.m. Exercise Class – Pine :Lodge
9.30 –10.30 a.m. Pilates: Pine Lodge
9.00 a.m.
Holy Communion - St Mary’s
10.30-11.30a.m. Fitness/Yoga – Pine Lodge
9.30– 10.30 a.m. Exercise class- Pine Lodge
9.30 – 3.30 p.m. Adv. Textile workshop – Pine Lodge
6.00 – 7.00 p.m. Exercise Class – Pine :Lodge
7.00-9.00 p.m.
WI – Summer celebration garden party
9th
9.30 –10.30 a.m. Pilates: Pine Lodge
11th
9.00 a.m.
Holy Communion: St Peter’s
12th
10.30-11.30a.m. Fitness/Yoga – Pine Lodge
13th
9.30– 10.30 a.m. Exercise Class- Pine Lodge
14th
9.30 – 3.30 p.m. Adv. Textile workshop – Pine Lodge
8.00 p.m.
Parish Council Meeting – Pine Lodge
15th
6.00 – 7.00 p.m. Exercise Class – Pine :Lodge
16th
9.30 –10.30 a.m. Pilates: Pine Lodge
18th
9.00 a.m.
Holy Communion- St James’
19th
10.30-11.30a.m. Fitness/Yoga – Pine Lodge
20th
9.30– 10.30 a.m. Exercise Class- Pine Lodge
21st
9.30 – 3.30 p.m. Adv. Textile workshop – Pine Lodge
22nd
6.00 – 7.00 p.m. Exercise Class – Pine :Lodge
23rd
9.30 –10.30 a.m. Pilates: Pine Lodge
25th
10.00 a.m.
Benefice Holy Communion- St James’
26th
10.30 a.m.
Fitness/Yoga – Pine Lodge
27th
9.30– 10.30 a.m. Exercise Class- Pine Lodge
28th
9.30 – 3.30 p.m. Adv. Textile workshop – Pine Lodge
29th
6.00 – 7.00 p.m. Exercise Class – Pine :Lodge
30th
9.30 –10.30 a.m. Pilates: Pine Lodge
1st
2nd
4th
5th
6th
7th
8th
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KEY TELEPHONE NUMBERS
Age UK

01865 890879

Naheed Qureshi

Citizens Advice Bureau

0808 278 7907

Thame & District

Church: St James

01844 278349

Revd. Simon Cronk

Doctors

01865 872448
111
0845 345 8995
999

Morland Surgery
Out of Hours Service
NHS Helpline
Medical Emergencies

Little Milton Shop

01844 279978

Alison Shelton (Manager)

Little Milton School

01844 279310

Head:

Milk Deliveries

07773006485

A J Woods Ltd

MUGA

Bookings for the courts are made at the Post Office

Neighbourhood Watch

01844 279468

Mark Willis

Newsletter

01844 279150

Raymond Fergusson (Editor)

OCC

01865 792422

All enquiries

Parish Council

01844 278180

Pine Lodge
01844 279535
0844 7255568

Francois Van der Merwe (Chair)
Andrea Oughton (Clerk)
Giles Denby
Linda Lovegrove (Bookings)
24/7 Call out service

Police

101

Thames Valley Police
(Non-emergency)

Post Office

01844 279001

Public Transport

01865 323201

Comet

SODC

01235 422422

All enquiries

Southern Electric

0800 0727 282

Emergency Number

Thames Water

0800 3169 800

Emergency Number

The Lamb

01844 279527

Ian & Des

Biffa (Verdant)

03000 610610

All enquiries

Alison Shelton (Postmistress)

For all other numbers go to website www.littlemilton.org.uk

21

22

