DATES FOR YOUR DIARY: AUGUST 2021
Sun

1st

9.30 a.m.

Holy Communion CW - St James

Mon

2nd

10.30-11.30a.m.

Fitness/Yoga – Pine Lodge

Tues

3rd

9.30– 10.30 a.m.

Exercise class- Pine Lodge

Wed

4th

9.30 – 3.30 p.m.

Adv. Textile workshop – Pine Lodge

Thurs

5th

6.00 – 7.00 p.m.

Exercise Class – Pine :Lodge

Frid.

6th

9.30 –10.30 a.m.

Pilates: Pine Lodge

Sun

8th

11.00 a.m.

Family Service – St James

Mon.

9th

10.30-11.30a.m.

Fitness/Yoga – Pine Lodge

Tues.

10th

9.30– 10.30 a.m.

Exercise Class- Pine Lodge

Wed

11th

9.30 – 3.30 p.m.

Adv. Textile workshop – Pine Lodge

Thurs

12th

6.00 – 7.00 p.m.

Exercise Class – Pine :Lodge

.

WI Day trip to Oxford Botanic Gardens

Frid.

13th

9.30 –10.30 a.m.

Pilates: Pine Lodge

Sun

15th

8.00 a.m.

Holy Communion BCP- St James’

Mon

16th

10.30-11.30a.m.

Fitness/Yoga – Pine Lodge

Tues

17th

9.30– 10.30 a.m.

Exercise Class- Pine Lodge

12.00 p.m.

Village Lunch at The Lamb

Wed

18th

9.30 – 3.30 p.m.

Adv. Textile workshop – Pine Lodge

Thurs

19th

6.00 – 7.00 p.m.

Exercise Class – Pine :Lodge

Frid

20th

9.30 –10.30 a.m.

Pilates: Pine Lodge

Sun

22nd

10.00 a.m.

Benefice Holy Communion CW- St Mary’s

Mon.

23rd

10.30 a.m.

Fitness/Yoga – Pine Lodge

Tues

24th

9.30– 10.30 a.m.

Exercise Class- Pine Lodge

Wed

25th

9.30 – 3.30 p.m.

Adv. Textile workshop – Pine Lodge

Thurs.

26th

6.00 – 7.00 p.m.

Exercise Class – Pine :Lodge

Friday

27th

9.30 –10.30 a.m.

Pilates: Pine Lodge

Sat

28th

1.00-10.30 p.m.

Little Milton Unlocked

Sun

29th

10.00 a.m.

Benefice Holy Communion : Rycote Chapel
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EXTRACTS FROM THE PARISH COUNCIL DRAFT MINUTES OF THE
MEETING OF 14th JULY 2021
Matters Arising
The Council had received complaints from residents related to parking by guests
attending the event on 4th July organised by Mr Hue Williams. It was agreed the
parking arrangements put in place for additional parking on the Recreation Ground
had worked well. However, problems arose when guests chose to ignore the
instructions for parking and parked elsewhere in the village, including the car park
at The Lamb.
It was agreed that given the concerns raised, Cllr Francois van der Merwe will write
to Mr Hue Williams.
Although parking at large events had not been a problem in the past, it was agreed
that for future events a mitigation plan will be drawn up advising residents of the
event and appropriate signage produced.
Reports by District / County Councillors
Following a conversation with Cllr van der Merwe re the A329, Cllr Mierlo had
spoken to Oxfordshire County Council (OCC) Officers, John Disley and Jason
Sherwood. It had been a good but difficult discussion. The Officers recognised
Little Milton is one of the worst cases they are dealing with and are willing to look
and try to find a solution. Of the three options discussed a weight limit, similar to
one in Watlington, was probably the best to pursue but at present the Parish Council
would have to fund the implementation. The advice is to keep lobbying OCC. Cllr
van Mierlo will chase John Disley for the promised formal response.
District Councillor Newton had circulated her report and further explained the
appeal decision at Sonning Common in which the Inspector concluded SODC could
not demonstrate a 5yr land supply. Cllr Newton stated the District Council were
looking to get a proper rolling database to be able to demonstrate a 5yr land supply
and currently maintains it has a 5.33yr supply.
Planning
P21/S1663/FUL - Land at Haseley Road, Little Milton
Erection of five two bedroom detached starter homes with associated infrastructure.
The Chair outlined the process as to how the inputs from the residents in attendance,
the developers and the representative from the Neighbourhood Development Plan
Steering Group would be managed. He requested that when the matter was then
being considered by the Council that there would be no further input from the public.
The residents present outlined their objections to the planning application that
included the following:






Building houses on the flood in a part of the village that already
has significant drainage issues
The proximity of the Thames Water pumping station that often
requires tankers during extreme weather
The narrowness of the road adjacent to the site makes access
potentially very dangerous
The detrimental impact on the openness of the location and its
impact on the listed building of Linnet Cottage
The felling of two old trees on the proposed site
The drainage on the site.
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Mrs Elizabeth Collison of Swabey-Collison Architecture and Mark Doodes of Mark
Doodes Planning shared the plans and supplementary information and allowed the
Council to seek any clarification.
Mr Raymond Fergusson representing the Neighbourhood Development Plan
Steering Group stated that Mr Barry Coward, Chairman of the NDP Steering Group
had already send a detailed paper to the Council and that he would highlight the non
- compliance on the proposed application with the NDP policies.




LM 1 Spatial Strategy and Development Pattern as the site is not
an infill as defined in the SODC Adopted Plan H8
LM 3 High Grade Agricultural Land
LM 4 Conservation of Heritage Assets.

The misinterpretation of the Housing Market Assessment by the applicant as a
justification of a housing shortage when the Settlement hierarchy for Little Milton
has no defined requirement to delivering additional housing (beyond windfall and
infill development) as per SODC Adopted Plan H 8. The case for building the houses
is based on the Housing Needs Assessment. The assessment was dated May 2017
and it clearly states that it is based on housing numbers and policies as stated in
SODC's Local Plan 2033 2nd Preferred Options dated March 2017 which was then
proposing a 5%-10% growth target for smaller villages. In the final version of the
Local Plan, approved some 3.5 years later, this target was removed and Policies H8
and H16 now prevail.
Although little reference has been made to the refusal of a previous application on
the proposed site the NDP Steering Group believed it was appropriate to detail para
6, 8 and 9 of the Inspector’s report of August 2014 where the site is described as not
meeting the definition of infill and detracting from the established rural and open
setting to the Conservation area. These two fundamental reasons are still applicable
to the proposed application.
The Council considered the application and recognised the effort that had gone into
the preparation of the application. The Council RESOLVED to Object to the
application as it failed to meet Policies LM 1, LM 3 and LM 4 of the Made
Neighbourhood Development Plan
P21/S2724/FUL - 20 Thame Road Little Milton
Subdivision of exiting plot, change of use of existing garage with accommodation
over to provide new three-bedroom dwelling. Extension and addition of dormers to
roof. Provision of private amenity space, off street parking utilising existing
highway access to Thame Road and provision of enclosed bin and bike stores.
Authorisation of existing highway access adjacent to existing dwelling.
RESOLVED to Support the application with the comment provided the County
Highways Team had no objections and there was a safe walking route along the
A329.
Verges / Hedgerows
Cllr Sidhu reported he had received some concerns related to safety and the overall
look of the areas being managed in a different way to increase biodiversity. In recent
weeks there had been an exceptional amount of growth. Contractors have been
instructed to do an extra cut, where needed to ensure safety requirements are met.
The map of the area will be improved.
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Further communication to the village about the project is planned. The areas have
been surveyed by a volunteer who also works for BBOWT. There have been lots of
interesting finds, species which otherwise would not have been seen.
Current Council members
Councillor Francois Van Der Merwe (Chairman) 07740438770
Councillor Howard Harrison
01844 279946
Councillor Adam Sheppard
01844 279217
Councillor Steve Sidhu (Vice Chairman)
01844 279448
Councillor Giles Denby
07484 187852
Councillor David Wakeling
01844 278014
Parish Clerk Andrea Oughton
clerk@littlemilton.org.uk
County Councillor: Freddie Van Mierlo
07944 492438
District Councillor Caroline Newton
07951 477144
SODC: WASTE MANAGEMENT CONTRACT
The minimum charge is £40 for up to 3 items and £8 for each additional item.
There is a maximum of six items per collection day: if you have more than six,
you'll need to book another collection day. Please note that a bed and mattress
counts as 2 items and a three piece suite (consisting of 1 settee and 2 chairs) counts
as 3 items.
Before you contact us to book your bulky waste collection, have a good think
about whether you have any other big items to dispose of. Once we have
processed your booking, we are unable to make any alterations or add any
other items – even if you have only booked one or two items.
To arrange this service residents can call the Public Amenities Team on
01235 422406 or book on line from the Council’s website www.southoxon.gov.uk
Give your furniture to a good home
Have you considered donating your furniture to charity or a good home? Emmaus
is an Oxford based charity that will come out to all areas of the county and collect
unwanted furniture free of charge. For legal or practical reasons this does not include
soft furnishings without a fire label, safety items, or any item that is not in a saleable
condition. Please visit the Emmaus website for more details.
BIFFA: WASTE COLLECTION DATES – AUGUST 2021
Brown
Grey
Green
Food
3rd August
No
Yes
No
Yes
10th August
Yes
No
Yes
Yes
17th August
No
Yes
No
Yes
24th August
Yes
No
Yes
Yes
1st September ++
No
Yes
No
Yes
++ Change due to Bank Holiday
DISTRICT COUNCILLOR CAROLINE NEWTON (EXTRACT) JULY
2021
Local Plan 2035
The application by the pressure group, Bioabundance, for a judicial review of the
South Oxfordshire Local Plan 2035 has been rejected by the Court of Appeal. This
was the final appeal for the directors of Bioabundance.
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5 Year Housing Land Supply
The threat of speculative development is hanging over South Oxfordshire District
following the ruling last week by an independent planning inspector that SODC is
failing to maintain its Housing Land Supply.
The ruling related to an application to build a retirement village in Sonning
Common, but has implications for the whole district. The Inspector said:
“Although the Council maintains there is a 5.08 year supply, the evidence before
me indicates a housing land supply equivalent to 4.21 years. The implications of
not having a five-year housing land supply are significant. Not only is there a
shortfall, but it also means most important policies for determining the application
are automatically out-of-date.” This includes not only the South Oxfordshire Local
Plan 2035, but also the Neighbourhood Plans that are part of it.
The ruling has serious implications for South Oxfordshire as it now makes it
difficult - or even impossible - for SODC to refuse applications for development
even if they are not sites allocated in the Local Plan or Neighbourhood Plans.
In its official statement SODC has said it is “disappointed", and has reiterated that
it believes it has a 5.33 housing land supply, and that it can demonstrate that at any
future planning appeals.
Hopefully it will be able to do so - but nonetheless we can expect further problems
like this in the forthcoming years because of the delay in the adoption of the Local
Plan: because of that delay, work on the major sites in the Local Plan has been
seriously pushed back. The subsequent Judicial Review brought by Bioabundance
added a further 6-7 months delay. The Local Plan had been carefully constructed
to bring forward housing at the correct speed to maintain the 5 Year Housing Land
Supply. Work on the earliest sites is about 18 months late - and this may have
serious implications on the council’s ability to head off speculative building in the
future.
I try to avoid bringing politics into these Monthly Reports. But as residents we
have every reason to be angry that we are in this situation. It is the direct result of
policies pursued by the administration at SODC - and is precisely what officers
and other experts repeatedly warned might happen.
I am particularly concerned about the risk of Harrington coming forward, and am
trying to get clarity on the implications this insecure situation would have for that.
Water Planning
Water Resources South East are continuing their work to ensure security of water
supply over the next 50-100 years. Many options are on the table, including the
possibility of a reservoir south west of Abingdon.
Solar Farms
The applications at Cornwell and Harlesford are still open. SODC planners are
waiting for more information and are likely to refer to the Planning Committee.
Land North of A40 between Milton Common and Tetsworth: submission of the
Environmental Impact Assessment is awaited.
Chilterns AONB
The Government published proposals this week to extend the Chilterns Area of
Outstanding Natural Beauty, a national designation which gives greater protection
from development to some of the most beautiful parts of this district.
6

The area could also benefit from the new Farming in Protected Landscapes
programme which will provide funding for farmers and other land managers in
National Parks and AONBs to make improvements to the natural environment and
improve access on their land.
RECTOR’S PINT
The beginning of August will see a return to the regular pattern of worship that we
had before the pandemic. We are though committed to a review of this which will
take place in the autumn. Of course, as we return to some kind of ‘normal’, we will
need to continue to be considerate of others, which is absolutely correct and rather
a good principle to live our lives by!
While there can be no guarantee that restrictions will not return, we all hope that this
will not be the case. I therefore want to take this opportunity to thank all those who
have journeyed with us through this time, those who have joined in with the zoom
services or who have responded to some of the material that has been sent out every
week as well as those who have returned to our simple Church services Sunday by
Sunday. It has been a huge privilege to share in these. As far as the zoom is
concerned, Cath and have sat at the study desk with everyone on ‘gallery view’ and
there has been such an extraordinary sense of connection. I have also really enjoyed
the simplicity of our church services. Through it all I believe that God has been
there, giving us new opportunities, and encouraging us to continue to support each
other. For our online service, I have really enjoyed hunting for new and different
pieces of music as well as finding versions of the old and familiar, who can forget
our wonderful Russian with his huge beard singing ‘O the deep deep love of Jesus.’
And of course, there has been Malcolm Guite, with some of his extraordinary poems.
As we return to some kind of normal, it won’t be without a sense of loss, at least for
me, and a gratitude, paradoxically for some of the high points of the last eighteen
months.
A huge thankyou to you all. In the middle of all the difficulties, it has been a real
joy.
Simon
CHURCH SERVICES
From the 1st Sunday in August, we will be starting once again back in our churches,
returning for the time being to the pattern we had before the pandemic forced
changes upon us. However, we will be reviewing this pattern in the autumn.
For the time being our services in August and September will be:
BCP = Book of Common Prayer
CW = Common Worship, a contemporary form of worship
MW / Fam = Morning Worship / Family
1st Sunday 11.00 am – Peggs Farm, Great Haseley – A special service to mark the
beginning of Harvest
5th Sunday Benefice service: CW Holy Communion Rycote Manor (A special
service that takes place once a year in the beautiful and historical surroundings of
Rycote Manor Chapel)
Simon
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BENEFICE SERVICES AUGUST

Sunday
1st August
Trinity 9
Sunday
8th August
Trinity 10
Sunday
15th August
Trinity 11
Sunday
22nd August
Trinity 12
Sunday
29th August
Trinity 13

GREAT
MILTON
St Mary’s
Holy Communion
BCP
8.00 a.m.
Holy Communion
CW
9.30 a.m.
Family Service
11.00 a.m.
Benefice
Communion
CW
10.00 a.m.
BENEFICE

LITTLE
MILTON
St James’
Holy Communion
CW
9.30 a.m.
Family Service
11.00 a.m.
Holy Communion
BCP
8.00 a.m.
ZOOM
9.00 a.m.
SERVICE AT
CW
10.00 a.m.

GREAT
HASELEY
St Peter’s
Peggs Farm
11.00 a.m.
Holy Communion
BCP
8.00 a.m.
Holy Communion
CW
9.30 a.m.
SERVICE

RYCOTE

GREAT MILTON METHODIST CHURCH SERVICES
Due to the fact we are such a small chapel we cannot extend the invites to attend the
Sunday services to the general public. Hopefully in the near future it will be
possible, we are trying to adhere to government guidelines & are concerned with
cases increasing rapidly & this variant being more transmissible. We want to ‘sit
tight’ for another few weeks to see how things pan out
CHURCH CLEANING ROTA FOR AUGUST
W/E 1st August

Mrs M Davies & Mrs S A Dennis
W/E 8th August

Mrs L. Lovegrove & Mrs C Coward
W/E 15th August

Mrs A Jones & Jill Hoban
W/E 22nd August

Mrs E. Summers & Mrs Wendy Newby
W/E 29th August

Mrs A Blagg & Mrs C D’Aeth
Sally Ann
FRIENDS OF LITTLE MILTON SCHOOL- 200 CLUB
July
1st
No 26 Melissa Simms
2nd
No 19 Chris Coward
3rd
No 8
Sara Scotland

£10.00
£7.00
£5.00

Diane Austin Little Milton School 200 Club Organiser
FETE: WINNERS OF HAMPER RAFFLE
Nicky Farmer: Chiltern View
L Nelms: Old Field
Olubodun Family - Church Hill
Emmie Cox - Old Field
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Oxfordshire Historic Churches Trust

34th Sponsored Ride & Stride
SATURDAY 11th SEPTEMBER
In aid of the Historic Churches Trust and St James’ Church
Our village has in the past participated in this above event. It is a very
effective way of raising funds for our church and supporting the Historic
Churches Trust. The number of Riders and Striders has sadly diminished
over the years
Are there any riders or striders out there who could enter this year and take
part? Sponsorship is almost guaranteed as our rider last year achieved a
sponsorship total of over £200 without much effort If you could walk
around a few churches or better still cycle a few more could you please
contact me for more details and then I will carry on making arrangements
for our church to be manned. This is a national event and would prove to
be an interesting trip for any participant.
Please contact the Editor on 01844 279150 if you are interested in taking
part. The church will also require support to welcome Riders/Striders who
visit St James on that day.
NEWS FROM THE PINE LODGE
The Annual General Meeting for the Hall was held on 13 th July which included a
summary of the limited activities over the last year and an update on the Halls
finances. During lockdown the kitchen in the hall was renovated replacing the
almost 20 year old cooker and improving the cleaning capabilities (glasswasher,
etc.), plus putting up serving screens. Financially the hall was profitable last year
having received several grants awarded by the government to closed halls.
A date for your Diary - On Saturday 28th August we plan to hold two events, one in
the afternoon, and a second in the evening in the village under the banner “Little
Milton Unlocked”.
In the afternoon starting at 1 pm until 5 pm there will be a village Fair on the
Recreation ground for adults and children. There will be Live Music, a children’s
Fun Run, children’s Craft Activity tent, a Bird Show, a Classic car and
Agricultural vehicle exhibition, several free children’s Rides, and several Stalls.
At the Hall in the evening we are hosting Celebrity Big Band, a 20 piece 1940’s
Swing Band with a bar and space to dance. Doors open at 6:30pm. For those who
have not got a ticket yet they are on sale at the Village Shop.
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Regular activities at the Hall include:
Yoga & Fitness with Yvonne on Mondays at
10.30am (y.cartwright@btinternet.com)
Yoga with Alice on Tuesdays at 9:30am and Thursdays at 6.30pm
Advanced Textile workshop on Wednesday 9:30am with Amargeet
(amarjeetnandhra@virginmedia.com)
Yoga and Pilates Friday 9:30 with Lee (lee@grahamcaulfield.co.uk)
Please contact the organisers to confirm their current schedules and availability as
the number of participants are currently limited. For enquires please
contact linda.pinelodge@yahoo.com. For more details about the Hall please go
to https://www.hugofox.com/community/the-pine-lodge-7832/home
gilesdenby@yahoo.com
WELLS FARM ALLOTMENTS
August is a time for nature’s harvest to begin with hedgerow blackberries appearing
this month. Extending the growing season in our gardens and allotments is possible
using the technique of succession sowing, which works well for beans and root veg.
I never seem to get mine right though as the later sown ones always seem to catch
up with the earlier plants. Tomatoes are now in full production as well as courgettes.
Potatoes have been excellent due to the wet weather in late spring and some of the
beans are also doing well. The weather plays a major plant it what does well and all
that rain made a big difference. If you are growing squashes I understand that the
ends of the main runners need to be pinched out once a couple of squashes start to
form if you want them to grow much larger. I however prefer them to be smaller as
they are then a perfect size for Sunday roast!
If you are interested in having an allotment please contact me and I can put you on
the list.
Paul. (paulj201@hotmail.com
LITTLE MILTON WI
In July, we all met in Jane’s garden for a Summer Celebration Garden Party with
lots of tea, cake and Prosecco. It was also an opportunity to display our handmade
WI bunting, see the LMWI archives and meet the WI advisor. Thank you to Jane &
Mark for hosting and to everyone who came and made it a memorable afternoon.
Our next meeting on Thursday 12th August is a Day Trip - hopefully to the
Oxford Botanic Gardens. Contact me if you’re interested in coming along, Our
plan for the future is to be back in the Pine Lodge in September, everything crossed!
Do you live in Little Milton, Great Milton or The Haseleys, want to meet new
people, make new friends? Then join Little Milton WI and meet like-minded, local
women of all ages in an informal, friendly group. Please phone or email us if you’re
feeling lonely, want a chat, fancy joining WI.
We meet every 2nd Thursday of the month
Too shy to come by yourself? Contact me & I’ll find you a WI buddy.
Like us at www.facebook.com/lmpinelodge
Details & news on the Pine Lodge page at www.littlemilton.org.uk
Kath Stacey 279438 or email littlemiltonwi@oxfordshirewi.co.uk
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VILLAGE LUNCH AT THE LAMB
Our next lunch will be on Tuesday 17th August 2021. Everyone is welcome
including visitors to the Village so do try and come along. A two course menu £12.
Please give Ian or Des a ring at the Lamb on 01844 279527.
GREAT HASELEY AND DISTRICT HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY
Earlier this month I read an article in The Guardian by James Wong who some of
you will have seen on television. It struck a chord with me as it was entitled ‘Break
the rules and you’ll be a happier gardener’. The previous day my daughter had
shown me a plant and asked me if it was a weed. I have long subscribed to the idea
that a weed is simply a plant in the wrong place. It may also be a plant you dislike,
but would usually be considered an ornamental plant. It was a pretty little wild
Geranium with a relatively large pink flower so I asked her if she liked it and she
said she did. Therefore, we agreed it should stay where it was as it was doing no
harm. There are a number of plants in my garden which I hate, but can’t get rid of,
and top of the list is Acanthus mollis which is a rather statuesque plant and is
normally very well-behaved staying in one clump. In my garden it has spread and
seeds freely so I now have multiple plants. It is unresponsive to weed killers and
cannot be dug out. All I can do is make sure I catch all the seed or new seedlings.
Never plant this unless you are going to love it forever!
The discussion of breaking rules reminded me of my early gardening days when I
learned a huge amount from a neighbour who was very knowledgeable and very
definite about what she did and didn’t like. I used to worry about whether she would
approve of my planting, particularly as I had a garden centre habit. Another
neighbour consoled my husband saying that he ought to be glad I didn’t have a Bond
Street habit! One day I saw on TV an interview with the late Christopher Lloyd
who owned the famous garden, Great Dixter. The interview concerned his digging
up of the rose garden which had been planted by his parents many decades before.
This was clearly considered a very bad thing by the great and good. The roses had
been replaced by a tropical garden which included many plants which might have
been tender, but in the courtyard setting did very well. When asked why he had
done this, he simply said “I don’t like roses”.
This interview changed completely the way I gardened. From that day on I chose
and planted the plants I liked because it is our garden and I don’t need to consider
what anyone else thinks other than my husband. It felt like freedom not worrying
whether I was doing the right thing. Of course, I often suffered casualties for all
sorts of reasons. Sometimes it was my inexperience or lack of knowledge and
sometimes choosing the wrong place. Probably the only rule I follow is not to plant
acid loving plants in my alkaline soil and even that is broken with a raised bed which
contains sentimental plants from my previous garden and those which came from
my mum’s garden. I’m fond of Phlox which do not do well in our sandy soil and
have to be watered, but most other plants just have to get by with little additional
water.
So, go ahead and break the rules, and grow what you like even if other people might
consider them are weeds; it’s your garden.
Enjoy the rest of the summer and the current sunny hot weather. For me it is too hot
to do much gardening other than watering my pots, the vegetables and new plants!
Liz Moyes
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WHEATLEY LIBRARY
We are delighted to be able to expand our opening hours a little with further
increases planned in mid- August and early September. This also means we will be
able to restart some of our usual events before long. To keep up to date with news
about Wheatley Library follow Friends of Wheatley Library on Facebook.
Amended Wheatley Library Hours
Interim Open Hours
Tuesday 2pm-5pm
Wednesday 9.30a.m.-1p.m. and 2-5p.m.
Thursday 2p.m.-5p.m.
Friday 9.30 a.m. -1p.m. and 2-5p.m.
If you are interested in volunteering within the library please come in and chat to
us. A variety of roles are available.
Wendy Stanton (Wheatley library manager)
THE FRIENDS OF LITTLE MILTON
A huge thank you to everyone involved in our Auction of Promises. We were blown
away by everyone’s generosity - and also by the hidden talents that were uncovered!
We raised over £1600, which will go towards the children’s music and French
lessons.
Thanks again, it really is hugely appreciated.
Katie Leworthy
Friends of Little Milton School
THAME FLOWER CLUB
THAME FLOWER CLUB - has a new home at the newly renovated Neighbours’
Hall in Great Milton.
Date: Wednesday 25th August 2021 (then every 4th Wednesday)
Time: 1:30pm onwards (2pm start). Finish 4pm - 4:30pm.
Membership £38. For more info. Please contact Cathy on Tel: 01844 217763 or
email: cat.twitchett@gmail.com
ROYAL BRITISL LEGION 100th ANNIVESARY
Hopefully there will be a normal collection around the village in November but I
have been advised by the local organiser that there will a limited number to the
overall district of anniversary lapel badges available at a recommended donation of
£4. If you would like to reserve one (subject to availability) please let me know on
01844 279150.
Raymond Fergusson
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Hello from The Maple Tree!
This summer we have something for everyone – in person or online
Monday
2 August
Messy
Mondays
10:00-11:00

Tuesday
3
Maple Tree
at
Holton
village
10:30-12:30

Wednesday
4
Maple Babies
10:30-11:30

Monday
9
Messy
Mondays
10:00-11:00

Tuesday 10

Wednesday 11

Maple Tree
at
Great
Milton
village
10:30-12:30
Tuesday 17

Maple Babies
10:30-11:30

Monday
16

Monday
23

Monday
30
Bank
Holiday

Tuesday 24

Tuesday 31
Maple Tree
at
Little
Milton
village
10:30-12:30

Thursday
5
Maple Chefs
12:00-1:30
Forest Hill
11:30am12:30pm
Thursday 12

Wednesday 18

Maple Chefs
12:00-1:30
Forest Hill
11:30am12:30pm
Thursday 19

Maple Babies
10:30-11:30

Maple Chefs
12:00-1:30

Wednesday 25

Thursday 26

Maple Babies
10:30-11:30

Nature Walk
Slings,
buggies and
walkers all
welcome!
10:00-11:30
Thursday
2
Maple Chefs
12:00-1:30
Forest Hill
11:30am12:30pm

Wednesday
1
Maple Babies
10:30-11:30
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Friday
6
Social
Butterflies
10:00-11:30

Friday
13
Social
Butterflies
10:00-11:30

Friday
20
Social
Butterflies
10:00-11:30
Friday
27
Social
Butterflies
10:30-11:30

Friday
3
Social
Butterflies
10:30-11:30

STEP OUT WITH WALK FOR PARKINSON’S
● Join Oxford, Wytham Woods, Walk for Parkinson’s or take part
virtually – the choice is yours!
● Every pound raised, matched by the Frank and Evelyn Brake Connect
Fund, will help transform information and support services for people
affected by
Parkinson’s
You can now sign up to Oxford, Wytham Woods, Walk for Parkinson’s
on Sunday 19th September to help fund vital support for people affected
by the condition, or if you would like to volunteer at this event please
contact us too.
Charity Parkinson’s UK has launched its annual Walk for Parkinson’s series,
which was cancelled in 2020 due to the coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic.
This year, there are three ways to take part:
● Join one of our socially distanced organised walks in your area at Wytham
Woods,
Oxford.
● Walk for Parkinson’s 66 mile challenge: complete 66 miles of walking in
July
● Walk for Parkinson’s Your Way: walk 2 or 6 miles wherever you are over
25 and 26 September.
The money raised by Walk for Parkinson’s will help transform the way the
charity offers information and support to people with Parkinson’s, and the
people in their lives. This year, thanks to the Frank and Evelyn Brake
Connect Fund, sponsorship will be matched pound for pound, doubling the
impact for people affected by Parkinson’s.
Organised walks taking place include Wytham Woods, Oxford on the 19th
September
The walks will comply with local coronavirus (COVID-19) guidance.
This year, there will also be two virtual walking challenges: Walk for
Parkinson’s 66 mile challenge and Walk for Parkinson’s Your Way.
If you know 66 people, you know one person living with Parkinson’s. So
why not take on Walk for Parkinson’s 66 by walking 66 miles throughout
July? How you want to complete this challenge is up to you. Whether it’s
alone or socially distanced, all you have to do is reach the target of 66 miles
by the end of the month.
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RAMBLERS NEWS!
During the lockdown Thame & Wheatley Ramblers attempted to keep a walks
programme going, at times in groups of 2, then 6, then 30 and now… unlimited
numbers! We originally set up a booking system through TicketSource, with a
waiting list, but we have now been able to dispense with this, though we do still
have to keep a register of all those on our walks. Most of our walks have been
local, from Wheatley and Thame, with others planned from Watlington,
Waterperry, Bledlow and places in between and (a little way!) beyond. However,
all the walks are subject to change, but the details can be found on the ‘Walking’
link of our website
www.ramblers-oxon.org.uk/thame-wheatley.html
We are also now permitted to have footpath maintenance working parties and have
purchased our very own Stihl petrol strimmer. We will be kept busy this summer
as brambles and nettles seem to be flourishing on our paths!
In other news, Thame has a new 20 mile walking route called the Thame Outer
Circuit. The circuit is an integral part of the Thame Green Living Plan, which is a
ten-year plan for a cleaner, greener Thame. The route passes through villages
surrounding Thame, including Haddenham, Long Crendon and Shabbington, with
links back to the centre of town. It was designed by Thame & Wheatley Ramblers
member Tony Clark. It was launched in March and already several people have
completed the entire circuit in a single day, one taking only 6 hours! Leaflets for
the route are now available in the lobby of Thame Town Hall. The circuit is split
into three sections with these and the linking routes from Thame town centre
described in detail in the leaflet. You can also find details under Visit Thame>Town
Trails on the Thame Town Council website
www.thametowncouncil.gov.uk
This route is affectionately known as TOC, but it also has a baby brother TIC, the
Thame Inner Circuit. This 4 mile circular route uses the Phoenix Trail, Cuttle
Brook Nature Reserve and footpaths through Lea Park. Details of it can also be
found on the Town Council's Town Trails web page.
Ruth Cornish
Thame & Wheatley Ramblers
FRIENDS OF WELLS FARM
Lots of rain in July followed by days of hot sun has really made everything grow
like crazy. Especially the grasses along the path and the brambles trying to cross it.
Did you know that brambles can grow up to 2 feet (60cm) in a week! Thank you to
all those who go out with their secateurs and snip the new growth off. Brambles are
a very important food source to many animals at this time of year especially the bees
and butterflies.
I managed to complete the mid July butterfly count and it is interesting to compare
last year’s which was on exactly the same day of the year. If you recall, 2020 had a
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very dry and warm spell in the spring which meant some butterfly species were out
earlier than normal. Not this year though, due to the cold and wet periods that have
delayed the emergence of some species. Notable reductions were in the blues and
peacocks. July is always a great month for butterflies but many are still around in
August so keep an eye out on your walks.
Last month the Dexter herd was split as three went to another small site which
needed some bovine attention. The ponies seem to be very happy in the summer
grazing homes too. It is interesting to see the impact they have on the habitat. If you
recall, the ponies had to stay in Barn field for considerably longer this year due to
laminitis. As a consequence, the grass was grazed much shorter for longer and the
result in July was a sea of white clover that the bees loved. Managing farms and
nature reserves is complicated at the best of times!
We have a great team of stock watchers who do an amazing job at keeping an eye
on the livestock. If you are interested in joining the team please let me know and I
can pass your details on to BBOWT.
Some of the paths became way too overgrown last month and with the small tractor
breaking down at the wrong moment BBOWT were unable to clear the permissive
footpaths soon enough. Mind how you walk around the site and be particularly
careful of the biting insects too. Not a good idea wearing shorts!
Paul. (paulj201@hotmail.com)
NEWS FROM LITTLE MILTON SCHOOL
Small School, Big Heart, Great Start
Can this really be the final newsletter of the academic year? It’s been such a long
and challenging year for all of us, and we hope that everybody in our village
community will be able to find some time to unwind and enjoy time with loved ones
over the summer break.
When we were writing our early newsletters back in January and February, the end
of the academic year seemed a very distant event. We were in the middle of yet
another lockdown and a vast majority of our children were back to remote learning.
We are pleased that we managed to keep the children in school for, very nearly, the
whole of the summer term (touching anything wooden!), and that those children
leaving us at the end of the year have been able to spend time with each other before
saying goodbye. It would be naive to say that we are now at the end of this pandemic,
and that normality will resume when restrictions are lifted. Sadly, we have seen a
worrying number of children needing to isolate due to compromised bubbles, which,
for some, brought a rather abrupt and miserable end to their school year.
We are really pleased to be able to press ahead with our Leavers’ assembly at the
Pine Lodge. This is an opportunity to say goodbye both to the children leaving us
and for the school community to say farewell to staff members leaving too. This
year we will be saying goodbye to Mrs Simms, Mrs Johnson and Mrs Coates who,
between them, have notched up over 36 years of service to our school in a variety
of different roles. We wish our children and staff leavers all the very best for the
future and in their new schools.
We are very excited about the new academic year already, and especially looking
forward to our ‘150 years of Little Milton School’ celebrations which we plan to
host on Friday, 10th September. More details of this event will be communicated
early in the new term.
18

We hope that all of you have a relaxing and enjoyable summer break, and we look
forward to welcoming our existing children, as well as our new starters, to what will
hopefully be an uninterrupted year of learning and excitement.
Best wishes,
Hannah Blest and James Bell
Interim Co – Headteachers
Do you enjoy fresh air, gardening and supporting our community?
If you do, we have the perfect opportunity for you. Little Milton School has a
wonderful new Early Years garden which the children benefit from and enjoy using
every day. We are looking for volunteers to help us tidy and nurture this very special
space on a one off or more regular basis. Please email llongshaw@lmilton.org for
further details. We look forward to hearing from you.
MORLAND HOUSE SURGERY NEWS UPDATE – 15th JULY
Morland House Surgery – 15th July 2021
Please note that this update has been prepared on 15th July 2021, events,
particularly those involving Covid will have moved on by the time you get to read
this.
COVID-19 Vaccination Programme Update
If you are aged 18 or over and you have not yet been contacted for your first
vaccination, you may book your vaccine online through this website
www.nhs.uk/covid-vaccination or by phoning 119.
For up-to-date information please visit
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/
COVID-19 Vaccination Card
Patients with online access to their medical record (through the Patient Access app)
can now view their COVID-19 vaccination record from the home screen of the app.
This new feature will automatically be visible for patients who have already had
access to their detailed care record and immunisations enabled by their practice.
For information on how to gain online access to your medical record, please go to
www.morland-house.co.uk and search ‘Online Access’.
Morland House and Lifting of Restrictions
In order to help reduce the risk of spread of Coronavirus, Morland House staff will
continue to wear face coverings in the surgery and PPE during face-to-face
consultations. We respectfully request that all visitors also continue to wear face
coverings, observe social distancing and sanitise hands while in the building unless
there are exceptional circumstances.
Visit Morland House Website
For up-to-date information about our services, please visit www.morlandhouse.co.uk
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John Howell MP writes
July 2021
Like many people I have been hugely impressed at the steady guidance from
Professor Chris Whitty and Sir Patrick Vallance over recent months. As we waited
to know whether or not the Government would move to stage four of the Recovery
Roadmap I listened carefully to the 12th July briefing in which they made some very
important points in support of the Prime Minister’s decision to move to this stage.
It is certainly worth looking at the data which is published on the Government
website. As Chris Whitty stated there is wide agreement in scientific and medical
circles in three key areas relating to the decision: 1) that the four week delay in
moving to this final stage was the correct decisions and has had a positive impact
on the situation; 2) that whenever we go to the next stage there will be an ‘exit wave’
– an increase in infection rates; 3) that vaccination reduces the chance of someone
getting the virus and the likelihood of them passing it on.
There is less agreement on the ideal date for easing restrictions further because, as
Professor Whitty says, there isn’t an ideal date, there will never be a perfect time.
However the summer education break and the better weather provide a good set of
circumstances, better than when schools return and the autumn draws in. As Sajid
Javid has asked “If not now, when?” The Prime Minister is very clear that the
pandemic is not over and that we must proceed with caution. We have to move
slowly and carefully.
In the past 16 months we have become used to the rules we have had to live by, and
freedom can be both welcome and worrying. One of the biggest concerns appears to
be over the use of face coverings. Some people would prefer regulation rather than
personal discretion. The Prime Minister has been clear that this should be on the
same principle as lifting every other regulation, that we move to personal
responsibility both thinking about ourselves and others. He is also very clear that
there is strong guidance that in crowded places where we meet with people with
whom we do not usually mix then we should still be wearing face coverings. We
have to remember that when we first went into lockdown it was to prevent the NHS
becoming overwhelmed. With the vaccine we have substantially weakened if not
broken the link between the virus, hospital admissions and death. I strongly
encourage those who are hesitant about having the vaccine to come forward for it.
It protects not only the vaccinated person but others as well.
The coming weeks are not going to be easy as we deal with a wide range of issues
that will inevitably emerge from the lifting of restrictions. I reiterate what the Prime
Minister said - We cannot simply revert instantly to life as it was before Covid19.
Over the summer months when Parliament will be in summer recess my office
remains open and when Parliament returns in September I hope that the plans for
more normal working will still be in place.
Printed and promoted by John Howell MP House of Commons, London, SW1A 0AA
DEADLINE REMINDER – Please note that unless articles are in the hands of the
Editor by the 18th of the month (unless otherwise stated), such articles will miss the
scheduled Newsletter. The views expressed in this Newsletter are not necessarily
those of the Editor or the Parish Council. All material for inclusion in the September
2021 Newsletter should be with the Editor at 27 Chiltern View, Little Milton, by
8.00 p.m. on 18th August. The Editor reserves the right not to print items submitted
for publication and to edit those items, which are published.
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KEY TELEPHONE NUMBERS
Age UK
Citizens Advice Bureau

01865 890879
0808 278 7907

Naheed Qureshi
Thame & District

Church: St James

01844 278349

Revd. Simon Cronk

Doctors

01865 872448
111
0845 345 8995
999

Morland Surgery
Out of Hours Service
NHS Helpline
Medical Emergencies

Little Milton Shop

01844 279978

Alison Shelton (Manager)

Little Milton School

01844 279310

Head:

Milk Deliveries

07773006485

A J Woods Ltd

MUGA

Bookings for the courts are made at the Post Office

Neighbourhood Watch

01844 279468

Mark Willis

Newsletter

01844 279150

Raymond Fergusson (Editor)

OCC

01865 792422

All enquiries

Parish Council

01844 278180

Pine Lodge
01844 279535
0844 7255568

Francois Van der Merwe (Chair)
Andrea Oughton (Clerk)
Giles Denby
Linda Lovegrove (Bookings)
24/7 Call out service

Police

101

Thames Valley Police
(Non-emergency)

Post Office

01844 279001

Public Transport

01865 323201

Comet

SODC

01235 422422

All enquiries

Southern Electric

0800 0727 282

Emergency Number

Thames Water

0800 3169 800

Emergency Number

The Lamb

01844 279527

Ian & Des

Biffa (Verdant)

03000 610610

All enquiries

Alison Shelton (Postmistress)

For all other numbers go to website www.littlemilton.org.uk
Front Cover Courtesy of Michael Hue Williams Albian Fields
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