Frid
Sun
Mon
Tues
Wed

1st
3rd
4th
5th
6th

Thurs

7th

Frid.
Sun
Mon.
Tues.
Wed
Thurs

8th
10th
11th
12th
13th
14th

Frid.
Mon
Tues
Wed

15th
18th
19th
20th

Thurs

21st

Frid
Sun

22nd
24th

Mon
Tues
Wed
Thurs

25th
26th
27th
28th

Frid

29th

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY: APRIL
9.30 –10.30 a.m. Pilates: Pine Lodge
9.00 a.m.
Holy Communion CW: St James
10.30-11.30a.m. Fitness/Yoga – Pine Lodge
9.30– 10.30 a.m. Exercise class- Pine Lodge
9.30 – 3.30 p.m. Adv. Textile workshop – Pine Lodge
7.30 p.m.
Parish Council Meeting -Pine Lodge
11.00-11.50 a.m. Discovery Den – Pine Lodge
6.30 – 7.30 p.m. Exercise Class – Pine :Lodge
7.30 p.m.
WI Meeting in the Pine Lodge
9.30 –10.30 a.m. Pilates: Pine Lodge
10.30 a.m.
Family Service: St James
10.30-11.30a.m. Fitness/Yoga – Pine Lodge
9.30– 10.30 a.m. Exercise Class- Pine Lodge
9.30 – 3.30 p.m. Adv. Textile workshop – Pine Lodge
11.00-11.50 a.m. Discovery Den – Pine Lodge
6.30 – 7.30 p.m. Exercise Class – Pine :Lodge
9.30 –10.30 a.m. Pilates: Pine Lodge
10.30-11.30a.m. Fitness/Yoga – Pine Lodge
9.30– 10.30 a.m. Exercise Class- Pine Lodge
9.30 – 3.30 p.m. Adv. Textile workshop – Pine Lodge
7.00 p.m.
Craft Evening: Pine Lodge
11.00-11.50 a.m. Discovery Den – Pine Lodge
6.30 – 7.30 p.m. Exercise Class – Pine :Lodge
9.30 – 10.30 a.m. Pilates: Pine Lodge
10.30 a.m.
United Benefice Holy Communion:
St Mary’s’
10.30-11.30a.m. Fitness/Yoga – Pine Lodge
9.30– 10.30 a.m. Exercise Class- Pine Lodge
9.30 – 3.30 p.m. Adv. Textile workshop – Pine Lodge
11.00-11.50 a.m. Discovery Den – Pine Lodge
6.30 – 7.30 p.m. Exercise Class – Pine :Lodge
9.30 –10.30 a.m. Pilates: Pine Lodge

PLEASE NOTE
If in doubt please check with the event organiser that the event is still taking place at
the date and time stated.
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SUMMARY FROM THE MARCH PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON
WEDNESDAY 9th MARCH 2022
Oxfordshire County Council (OCC) Highways
It was agreed that the Chairman submit a formal response to the Local Transport and
Connectivity Plan (LTPC) incorporating the text printed in the March newsletter.
Cllr Sheppard has completed the Fix My Street Super User training and is now qualified
to identify and raise orders directly with OCC for road repairs up to 1m x 2m x 40mm
depth on roads in the village. This does not include ‘A’ roads which are inspected
monthly by OCC Highways. Please report potholes / damage to Cllr Sheppard via the
Clerk’s email clerk@littlemilton.org.uk
The traffic signs on the Haseley Road have been repaired.
Planning
P21/S1663/FUL – Land at Haseley Road, Little Milton, OX44 7QF
Amendment No. 1
Erection of five two bedroom detached starter homes with associated infrastructure (As
amended and amplified by plans and documents accompanying letter from agent dated
7th February)
Resolved that the amendments do not alter the Parish Council’s original
recommendation to Object to the application.
Recreation Ground / Open Green Spaces
Cllr Harrison tabled a progress update on work to the Recreation Ground and Open
Green Spaces around the village. Confirmation has been received from District
Councillor Newton that Little Milton Parish Council will receive a £900.00 grant
towards the purchase of two oak trees and a new dual bin for the recreation ground.
The contractor has carried out agreed hedge trimming around the village, however the
council acknowledges concerns from a number of residents regarding the timing and
nature of the cut on the recreation ground. We have subsequently met with a resident
with expertise in wildlife and biodiversity management and will establish a village
working group to consider how our green spaces can be better maintained in future to
maximise the wildlife we are fortunate to enjoy in our parish. Such considerations
may include moving the hedge cut on the recreation ground to the autumn to avoid
any conflict with a variable and unpredictable commencement of spring.
SOHA have cut the hedge at Old Field, Cllr Harrison will check the condition of the
footpath and contact Oxfordshire County Council if necessary.
BT has been contacted about the possibility of the Parish Council adopting the red
telephone box on Haseley Road Green. The application is quite simple. It was agreed
to wait until BT has repaired the door, which was damaged during the recent storms,
and improve the general condition of the box before considering submitting an
application. Once adopted the Parish Council will be responsible for the ongoing
maintenance.
County Councillor Report
Cllr Freddie van Mierlo reported the budget was approved in February. The budget
increases investment to support some of the most vulnerable residents in the county,
including in SEND provision, adult social care, and youth and children’s services. Other
priorities to receive funding boosts are the climate emergency, buses, traffic
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enforcement, and road safety. The budget also takes into account a backlog of
underfunded major infrastructure projects.
A pilot of a small area of central Oxford has begun to test out technology that will be
used for the Zero Emissions Zone (ZEZ). The full ZEZ will come into force in 2023
(subject to a public consultation).
District Councillor Report
Cllr Caroline Newton reported South Oxfordshire District Council (SODC) has
confirmed its sympathy with the people of Ukraine and its readiness to respond should
it be asked to support refugees in this district. SODC lists on its website official routes
for donating money to help the efforts.
From Monday 4th April, new charges will be introduced at SODC car parks across the
district, including Thame, Wallingford and Henley. There will be a new charging period
from 8am to 6pm Monday to Saturday, and an increase in parking fees. As part of a
District wide EV project, electric vehicle charging points will shortly be installed in the
SODC car park in Thame (behind Co-op).
Village Hall
The recent storms damaged the roofs of the shop and village hall. Quotations for repairs
are being sought. The new sign is due to be installed in the next couple of weeks.
Next Meeting
Please note the April Parish Council meeting will be held on the first Wednesday,
6th April, commencing at 7.30pm.
Please visit the Parish Council website to read full minutes of Parish Council meetings.
Andrea Oughton Parish Clerk
Current Council members
Councillor Francois Van Der Merwe (Chairman)
Councillor Howard Harrison
Councillor Adam Sheppard
Councillor Steve Sidhu (Vice Chairman)
Councillor Giles Denby
Councillor David Wakeling
Parish Clerk Andrea Oughton
County Councillor: Freddie Van Mierlo
District Councillor Caroline Newton

07740438770
01844 279946
01844 279217
01844 279448
07484 187852
01844 278014
clerk@littlemilton.org.uk
07944 492438
freddie.vanmierlo@oxfordshire
.gov.uk
07951 477144

SODC: WASTE MANAGEMENT CONTRACT
The minimum charge is £40 for up to 3 items and £8 for each additional item. There is
a maximum of six items per collection day: if you have more than six, you'll need to
book another collection day. Please note that a bed and mattress counts as 2 items and
a three piece suite (consisting of 1 settee and 2 chairs) counts as 3 items.
Before you contact us to book your bulky waste collection, have a good think
about whether you have any other big items to dispose of. Once we have
processed your booking, we are unable to make any alterations or add any other
items – even if you have only booked one or two items.
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To arrange this service residents can call the Public Amenities Team on 01235 422406
or book on line from the Council’s website www.southoxon.gov.uk
Give your furniture to a good home
Have you considered donating your furniture to charity or a good home? Emmaus is an
Oxford based charity that will come out to all areas of the county and collect unwanted
furniture free of charge. For legal or practical reasons this does not include soft
furnishings without a fire label, safety items, or any item that is not in a saleable
condition. Please visit the Emmaus website for more details.
BIFFA: WASTE COLLECTION DATES – APRIL 2022
Brown
Grey
Green
Food
5th April
Yes
No
Yes
Yes
12th April
No
Yes
No
Yes
20th April **
Yes
No
Yes
Yes
26th April
No
Yes
No
Yes
**Change of date due to Bank Holiday
REPORT FROM DISTRICT CLLR. CAROLINE NEWTON: MARCH 2022
Ukraine
SODC has confirmed its sympathy with the people of Ukraine and its readiness to
respond should it be asked to support refugees in this district. It lists on its website
official routes for donating money to help the efforts.
I know many residents in this ward and elsewhere are keen to do more than ‘merely’
to donate money, and feel frustrated that there seems to be no way to give more active
support at the moment. I share this frustration, but recognise that valuable officertime can be diverted by uncoordinated local efforts, particularly when it comes to
individuals offering spare-rooms etc.
Nonetheless, I am looking at how, in this ward, we might be able to bring our
resources and goodwill together to offer some possible small-scale solutions.
Parking
From Monday 4 April, new charges will be introduced at SODC car parks across the
district, including Thame, Wallingford and Henley.
There will be a new charging period from 8am to 6pm Monday to Saturday, and an
increase in parking fees.
In the meantime, work is due to start shortly on the installation of electric vehicle
charging points in the car park at Southern Road in Thame. Several bays will be
fended off temporarily and there will be some short-term disruption to the car park.
The work on installation of EV points in all SODC car parks is due to be completed by
the end of March, and the chargers will be available for use once they have been fully
tested.
Councillor Community Grants
I am delighted to have been able to support a range of valuable local initiatives
through this year’s Councillor Community Grant scheme which gave me £5000 to
distribute to schemes designed to benefit residents in the Haseley Brook ward.
I have allocated money to refurbish the skate ramp at Tetsworth, to install new bins in
Postcombe and Little Milton and some new picnic benches at the playground in
Lewknor. As we watch the horror of the war in Ukraine, it is particularly moving to
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have been able to contribute to restoring the War Memorial in Great Haseley and to
buying trees in Little Milton recreation ground to commemorate the 100th anniversary
of the end of World War II.
I am pleased also to be funding a First Aid course for residents in the Haseleys - and,
across the ward, an awareness campaign about urology cancers, activities for elderly
people delivered by Age UK, and support from Wild Oxfordshire for communities
seeking to regenerate nature.
REPORT FROM COUNTY COUNCILLOR. FREDDIE VAN MIERLO:
MARCH 2022
OCC news:
Budget passed invests in residents: In February, the first budget of the Oxfordshire
Fair Deal Alliance was passed. The Conservatives failed to present any amendments to
the budget. The budget increases investment to support some of the most vulnerable
residents in our county, including in SEND provision, adult social care, and youth and
children’s services. Other priorities to receive boosts were the climate emergency,
buses, traffic enforcement, and road safety. The budget also takes into account a backlog
of underfunded major infrastructure projects. The budget deals with the hospital pass
from the Conservatives, who had failed to fully cost major projects, including
replacement of the Kennington Bridge and projects around Didcot.
Government support extended after OCC demands: Buses continue to be under
financial strain, with passenger numbers down on pre-pandemic levels. Following Lib
Dem calls to the government extend pandemic grants, the government announced
additional funding. Bus companies will still face a potential cliff edge in 6 months’ time
however, unless passenger numbers begin to rise or the government steps in again.
Bid to electrify buses: Oxfordshire County Council has made an ambitious bid to
electrify the fleet of buses in Oxford in cooperation with the bus companies. If
successful, the bid could see 159 electric buses operating in the Oxford area that would
save 9,200 tonnes of carbon each year (about 6,000 cars worth)
Oxford Zero Emissions Zone (ZEZ) pilot launches: A pilot of a small area of central
Oxford has begun to test out the technology that will be used for the Zero Emissions
Zone. The full ZEZ will come into force in 2023 (subject to a public consultation)
Police and Crime Commissioner grant applications close: The Community Fund,
administered by the Police and Crime Commissioner has closed for applications. This
appears to have been badly promoted, however, applications open twice a year. Sign up
to the mailing list here: opcc.comms@thamesvalley.police.uk
Councilor Priority Fund: Upon being elected, I said I wanted to see the Councillor
Priority Fund for Chalgrove and Watlington being used early in the community. The
£15,000 has now been fully allocated, supporting amazing projects across the division,
including the Chalgrove Brook Chalk Stream film, solar panels in Ewelme,
refurbishment of the war memorial in Great Haseley, First Steps in Chalgrove, and
support to many villages to purchase speed calming devices.
Parish round up: Great Milton
 Lower End drainage: Work to clear blocked drains in Lower End has now
been costed by officers. With more persistent chasing, I’m confident work will
go ahead!
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RECTOR’S PINT
Is Vladimir Putin a happy man? He is an autocrat with dictatorial control and power,
but I suspect it has not brought him peace. History is peppered with despots who had
too much individual power and abused it with devastating and far-reaching
consequences, it rarely ends well for them.
Jesus once asked the question, “What will it profit a man if he gains the whole world
but lose his soul?”
That though is the nature of the abuse of power. At the beginning of Lent, I reflected in
a sermon about the temptations of Jesus in the wilderness. They were, in fact,
temptations for him to abuse his power, to use it to his own advantage. I reflected that
we have a saviour who gave power away to serve others, and to take on evil, not to add
to it. “Compare and contrast with the power structures of our world”.
I hope and pray that by the time this is read, some sort of negotiated peace will have
been reached and that the fighting will have stopped.
But against all the despots and dictators, against all the death, destruction and despair
that results from their actions. I still believe this is God’s world, although it seems to be
fallen and broken. There is so much kindness and compassion and goodness which
reflects the love of God. We saw this evidenced in the extraordinary and immediate
response from Ukraine’s European neighbours.
As individuals in small Oxfordshire villages, we might feel powerless, overwhelmed by
a sense of disharmony, still navigating Covid, rising bills to pay, perhaps personal
difficulties but then we compare with the sudden overwhelming and unjustified assault
that Ukraine has undergone.
This has resulted in an extraordinary response here as well. People have donated bundles
of emergency gear and clothes and generously given to the appeals that have sprung up.
Many of us will by now know that at least one family from Ukraine is being welcomed
to Great Milton, there might well be more locally as homes are opened by some who
will be in positions to do this.
This generosity of course needs to be sustained. In considering our response to the crisis,
as individuals, and as village and church communities we need to look at support in all
areas.
Each of us has something to offer. In his letter to the Corinthians Paul tells his readers
that they are all ‘many parts, but one body’, like them, all of us have complementary
functions: However much we can give and help, I am sure that our villages will do all
that they can.
On Easter Sunday we will once again affirm that ultimately God’s purposes are far
mightier, as we proclaim Jesus’ victory over death, evil, and human sin. As we approach
Holy Week, and Easter, we pray with all those caught up in conflict and suffering, in
Ukraine and the many other conflicts around the world.
Simon
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The Benefice of Great Milton, Little Milton and Great Haseley
Services for April
Date
Time
Service
Parish
3 April (Sunday)
9.00
Holy Communion
Little Milton
3rd April (Sunday)
10.30
Family Worship
Great Haseley
th
10 April (Sunday)
9.00
Holy Communion
Great Milton
10th April (Sunday)
10.30
Family Worship
Little Milton
14th April
7pm
Holy Communion
Little Milton
(Maundy Thursday)
15th April
11am
Meditation
Great Milton
(Good Friday)
15th April
2.30
Pilgrimage Walk
Starting from the green
(Good Friday)
in Great Milton
17th April (Easter 9.00
Holy Communion
Great Milton
Sunday)
17th April
10.30
Family
Great Haseley
(Easter Sunday)
Communion
24th April (Sunday)
10.30
Benefice
Great Milton
Holy Communion
24th April (Sunday)
4pm
Family Gathering
Great Haseley
27th April
12.00
BCP
Great Haseley
(Wednesday)
Holy Communion

Maundy Thursday, Good Friday and Easter Sunday Services
Maundy Thursday: 14th April
Holy Communion service: St James Little Milton 7.00pm
Good Friday: 15th April
Good Friday Meditation: 11.00am St Mary’s Great Milton
Good Friday Pilgrimage walk around the villages: 2.30 pm starting on the
Green in Great Milton, walking to Great Haseley, then to Little Milton and
finally back to Great Milton. Hopefully the Bull will be open. All are welcome,
with or without dogs!
Easter Sunday: 17th April
Easter Sunday Holy Communion: 9.00 am St Mary’s Great Milton.
Easter Sunday Family Communion: 10.30 am St Peter’s Great Haseley.
There will be an Easter Egg hunt for the Children following this service.
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Great Milton Methodist Church Services
For further info. please contact Rev Stephen Spain on 01865 763676
Date

Time

Church

Preacher

Comments

3rd Apr

11:00 am

Great Milton

Revd. Stephen Spain

10th Apr

11:00 am

Great Milton

David Harper

Holy
Communio
n

17th Apr

11:00 am

Great Milton

Local Arrangement

Easter Day

24th Apr

11:00 am

Great Milton

Alistair Jackson

CHU2RCH CLEANING ROTA FOR APRIL
W/E 3rd April

Mrs M Davies & Mrs S A Dennis
W/E 10th April

Mrs L. Lovegrove & Mrs C Coward
W/E 17th April

Mrs A Jones & Jill Hoban
W/E 24th April

Mrs E. Summers & Mrs Wendy Newby
W/E 1st May

Mrs A Blagg & Mrs C D’Aeth

CHURCHYARD WORK PARTY
Could you spare some time on Saturday April 9th from 11am until 1pm or from
2pm until 4pm? Do you visit the churchyard and like it kept tidy? Would you
like to give something back to the community? Please come along and help.
Jobs to do include:
Removing ivy from the walls
Removing vegetation from the base of the church building
Tidying the graves
Removing elder and ivy from the yew trees at the front
Cutting the nettles back in the far right corner to keep it tidy
Strimming or mowing the edges of the gravestones
Mowing the main grass
Any help will be greatly appreciated. You may want to bring your favourite
tools but we will have mowers on site. Please contact me for further information
or just turn up.
Paul (paulj201@hotmail.com
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An Easter Story and Activities
Morning…
For: Primary School Aged Children
On: Thursday April 14th
At: The Pine Lodge, Little Milton, OX44 7PZ
From: 10am-12pm

To book and receive further details and confirmation of your place
please telephone
Sally Ann on 01844 278029 or email Sally Ann at
iandennis1@btinternet.com

All are welcome!
THE SHOTOVER SCHOOL 1950-1972
‘A CELEBRATION’

Old Fred’s School Log Book - Launch and Exhibition
Do come for an afternoon of memories,
reminiscences and friendships in the
Shotover School Hall, (now Primary School)
Littleworth Road, Wheatley OX33 1NN

Saturday, 23 rd April
2.00pm - 4.30pm
Talk on the history of the school and Fred Anson’s log book by Kevin Heritage at
3.30pm.
Supported by Wheatley Society and Wheatley Village Archive
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FRIENDS OF LITTLE MILTON SCHOOL- 200 CLUB
Februaryy
1st
No 59 Natasha Dukes
2nd
No 14 Angela Day
3rd
No 45 Layla Morgan

£12.00
£8.00
£6.00

March
1st
No 4
2nd
No 48
3rd
No 49

£12.00
£8.00
£6.00

Morgan Hill
Dee Waldron
Sally Ann Dennis

Diane Austin Little Milton School 200 Club Organiser
WHAT’S HAPPENING AT THE PINE LODGE
We are planning to run a First Aid classes on Monday 4th April starting at 18:30
(duration 2.5 hours). The class will focus on Family Emergency First Aid and will be
run by Firstforsafetyoxfordshire. The class numbers are limited to a maximum of 12
people. The cost of the classes will be largely subsidised by the Village Hall for Little
Milton residents. We are asking attendees to pay a booking fee of £5 per person, with
the remaining £15 per person contributed by the Hall. Please book and pay deposits at
the village Shop. If the course is full, please leave your details at the Shop and we will
try to schedule a further class for those on the waiting list.
We regret that this course is only open to Little Milton village residents.
Regular activities in the Hall include:
Mondays at 10.30 am Yoga & Fitness with Yvonne (y.cartwright@btinternet.com)
Tuesdays at 9:30 am, and Thursdays at 18.30 Keep Fit on with Alyce
(alycefwf@gmail.com)
Wednesday 9:30 am Advanced Textile on workshop with Amargeet
(amarjeetnandhra@virginmedia.com)
Thursday 11:00 - 11:50 Discovery Den book online or call 0784 965 3294
Friday 9:30 am Yoga and Pilates with Lee (lee@grahamcaulfield.co.uk)
WI meet on 2nd Thursday of each month at 19:30 contact Kath Stacy
(kathstacey@yahoo.co.uk)
Crafts meet on 3rd Wednesday of the month at 19:00 contact Kath Stacy
(kathstacey@yahoo.co.uk)
Parish Council meets on 2nd Wednesday of the month. For further details
contact clerk@littlemilton.org.uk
For details, news, booking info and the online events calendar for the Pine Lodge page
at www.littlemilton.org.uk contact
Linda Lovegrove llinda.pinelodge@yahoo.com
Giles Denby
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FAMILY FIRST AID COURSE
4th

Mon
April
Start 18.30
Pine Lodge

The 2 hour Family Emergency First Aid Course is a lovely relaxed course aimed at
parents and Grandparents. The focus is paediatric emergencies but the session also
includes adult CPR & choking.
Course content:








CPR
Infant/Child/Adult The Recovery Position
Infant/Child/Adult Choking
Infant/Child/Adult Managing Serious Bleeds
Head Injuries Burns and Scalds
Febrile Convulsions
Meningitis

Please reserve your slot at the Shop where there is a booking fee of £5 per participant.
The Village Hall is sponsoring the additional £15 per person for the course. There are a
limited number of places.
We regret this is open to Little Milton residents only.
SEWING GROUP NEWS AND DATES
Thank you Mary Davies for hosting the Group in March. This month in April we're
meeting on Wednesday 27th April from 11.00 onwards at 3 Lucerne Drive in
Stadhampton, Maggies's home. Please telephone Maggie on 07709035417 by Tuesday
26th to let her know numbers for the lunchtime catering.
S.A. Dennis
WELLS FARM ALLOTMENTS
Agreements have been issued for this year starting April 1st. It is essential that people
respond or they may forfeit their plot to anyone on the waiting list.
April is a busy time for planting. Our weather can pull a few surprises with frosts or
very warm days. The frosts have caught a few of us out in the past especially with beans
and tomatoes. Potatoes seem to be able to withstand a bit of cold weather and soon
regrow but covering them with fleece, or better still, straw will keep them safe until
after the frosts have gone.
It looks like the badgers have really moved in to the site. A new hole has appeared above
plot 8 now but it looks like they are foraging mainly in the fields. April may bring a
chance sighting of cubs at dusk so keep quiet around that time and you may be lucky to
hear them in the undergrowth.
Happy growing
Paul. (paulj201@hotmail.com
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TONS TOGETHER (LITTLE MILTON) WI
In March, we held our first joint meeting, welcoming members from Stadhampton WI,
following our merger. We had a lively AGM and Jubilee Quiz (thanks Helen). We’ve
also decided on a new group name, Tons Together WI.
At our next meeting on Thursday 14th April at 7.30pm we will be making Easter
Crafts. Everyone welcome. Visitors £5 or join up (2022/23 membership £44).
We've made a meeting plan for the coming year with crafts, Scottish dancing, cookery,
cocktails, yoga, talks and much more. Save the 2nd Thursday of the month in your
diaries so you don't miss out.
Do you live in Little Milton, Great Milton, The Haseleys, Stadhampton or surrounding
villages, new to the area, want to meet new people, make new friends? Then join Tons
Together WI and meet like-minded, local women of all ages in an informal, friendly
group. Please email us if you fancy joining WI or need a lift.
We meet every 2nd Thursday of the month at 730pm in The Pine Lodge, Little
Milton OX44 7PZ
Too shy to come by yourself? Contact us & we’ll find you a WI buddy.
Like us at www.facebook.com/lmpinelodge
Details & news on the Pine Lodge page at www.littlemilton.org.uk
Kath Stacey 01844-279438 littlemiltonwi@oxfordshirewi.co.uk

NEWS FROM LITTLE MILTON SCHOOL
At last, the days are getting brighter! How lovely it is to see the bulbs waking
up again around the school, creating splashes of yellow and to see children
enjoying the sunshine once again (although typically it was still wet for Willows
Class Forest School, but that didn’t dampen their enthusiasm as you can see in
the photos on Twitter)!
Villagers may have noticed that Forest School is now back on the BBOWNT
nature reserve in the spinney below the barn every Wednesday morning. We
look forward to saying hello as you pass by.
It has been fantastic to see how much reading the children have been doing at
home as part of the Friends’ ‘Around the World’ Readathon. We are delighted
that they have accumulated enough ‘air miles’ to reach several destinations
already! So far, the whole school has ‘stopped off’ at Poland, Hungary, Iran and
Afghanistan, learning facts about these countries and enjoying national treats.
We were delighted to be joined by a very special visitor in our Good Work
Assembly recently: Mrs Post! It was so lovely to see her, and it was wonderful
to be able to celebrate all that she has done for the school over the last 18 years.
The children were very excited to see her too and enjoyed presenting her with
their class cards and singing her a special song. We will miss her terribly and
are very sad to see her leaving, but wish her a very relaxing, happy retirement
and hope that she will still come back to see us.
Hannah Blest and James Bell Co-Headteacher

13

Live music is back at Little Milton Pine Lodge!

Elliott Morris & Henry Webster

Award-winning folk, blues and beyond!

Saturday 21st May – 7pm
Tickets £12

Available at: Little Milton Shop
& www.wegottickets.com/event/540094
More info at: elliottmorris.co.uk,
henrywebstermusic.com
& Pine Lodge page at www.littlemilton.org.uk
Like us at www.facebook.com/lmpinelodge
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WHEATLEY VILLAGE ARCHIVE HISTORY GROUP – 2022
Wheatley Village Archive History Group Programme 2022 All in Merry Bells at 8pm,
£3 for members, £5 for non-members. Annual membership £3 (payable on first visit.)
Monday 19 September Scandal in High Society Oxford: selected tales of toffs in
trouble - Julie Godson
Monday 17 October Oxford: Town and Gown: to lick a lord or thrash a cad - Mark
Davies
Monday 28 November Morris Motopolis: the motor works and transformation of
Oxford - Simon Wenham Summer outings tbc
Steph Cox - secretary of WVAHG

QUIZ NIGHT
The Neighbours’ Hall, Great Milton
Friday 13th May at 7:30pm - T
Tickets will be available at the end of April at Great Milton village shop at £5 each.
(Teams of six). Bring your own snacks but there will be a bar available. All proceeds
will go to the Neighbours’ hall kitchen renovation fund.
WHEATLEY LIBRARY
It is free to join and use the library!
Opening hours:
Monday: closed
Tuesday: 2-7pm
Wednesday 9.39-1pm and 2-5pm
Thursday 2-5pm
Friday 9.30-1pm and 2-6pm
Saturday 9.30-1pm
You can manage your library account, pay charges, request books and renew books the
following ways:
 In person with your library card
 Online https://libcat.oxfordshire.gov.uk/web/arena/my-account
 Oxfordshire Libraries App available from any app supplier
You can also reach us via
 telephone 01865 875267
 email wheatley.library@oxfordshire.gov.uk.
“A library outranks any other one thing a community can do to benefit its people. It is
a never failing spring in the desert.” – Andrew Carnegie
Wendy Stanton (Wheatley library manager)
The library is located on the upper level of the Merry Bells Village Hall in Wheatley
High Street.
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DORCHESTER ON THAMES
FESTIVAL
APRIL 29 – 8 MAY

The bi-annual Dorchester Festival takes place this Spring, 29th April – 8th
May. The Festival is an amazing collection of over 50 events packed into
just 10 days at Dorchester Abbey, raising money for Dorchester Abbey
and for Daybreak, an inspirational local charity.
Emerging from a tough couple of years, Dorchester Festival is an
opportunity to get together with friends and family to enjoy an eclectic
mix of great entertainment.
This year’s mix ranges from The King’s Singers to folk band Merry Hell,
from our Bash party in the huge marquee to The Comedy Night, from the
Duck Race to Lego Masterbuilders, inflatable walk through brains and so
much more!
HASELEY OPEN GARDENS
On Saturday July 9th we are organizing an Open Garden event in the
Haseleys.
We hope that as many Haseley residents as possible will open their
gardens to create a fun, social afternoon, where we can all satisfy our
curiosity about our friends’ gardens, and see some beautiful plants (and
maybe the occasional wonderful weed). We will also be serving teas and
delicious cakes in the Great Haseley Village Hall.
If you are generous enough to open your garden, please would you
provide a donation box with a request that adults give £5.00 (no charge
for children) to see all the gardens. All money for entrance to the gardens
and the teas will go to St Peter’s Church, Great Haseley.
Residents and friends of Great and Little Milton would be warmly
welcomed to join us.
We really hope to see you there,
Judy Alexander, Jane Cannon, Scilla Greenall, Fiona Heyward,
Mary Isaac, Marylu Sheeha
16
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DOG POO
The subject of dog-poo is never far from being reported in the newsletter I t is a constant
battle to remind the Little Milton dog owners to ensure that they pick up after their pets
and having done so not to leave the poo bag behind. The dual purpose litter bins can be
used to deposit the poo-bag. I realise that there are a number of dog owners who walk
their dogs do not live in the village so sadly this problem will not totally go away. The
Parish Council fully understand the frustration of residents on this matter and urge the
dog owners to be constantly vigilant.
Editor
VIEW FROM VIEWS
Unbelievable that just as the world is recovering from Covid, Putin and his cronies, up
to the time of writing, are knocking six bells out of the poor Ukrainians, and here we
are going on strike. When I thought naïvely that the pandemic would bring the world
together, I despair of the human race. Anyway now that we are faced with even more
refugees and, thank goodness we are going to accept them, where can they go, I think
from the start we could use the large houses of the Oligarchs and, perhaps holiday
homes, maybe Soho House would have some spare space! We must give these poor
people succour somehow even though, as I have said many times, we are at capacity.
The shortage of goods at the moment a result of the conflict does illustrate the
importance food security, interesting to note that in fact we are self-sufficient in cereals,
when you think the amount of land that is now not producing food but, supplying
feedstock of anaerobic digestion, ethanol for E10 petrol, and solar farms.
On a brighter note spring must be just around the corner, heard what I thought to be the
first sounds of a dawn chorus about the middle of March. After a rather long and tiring,
apart from the one or two megger storms pretty uneventful season with very little rain
although this has not mitigated the flooding, beginning of March flooding after 7mm
rainfall with our meadows under water for ten days. Much bird activity at the moment
most notable is the appearance of Bramblings about a couple for a week or so then,
suddenly we noticed at least 20 feeding under the garden feeders, since when flocks
around the feeding areas on the farm, whether they have always been there remains to
be seen not being aware of them before, a bit like Long Tailed Tits suddenly appear as
if from nowhere then not seen for some time, added to this there seem many more song
birds about I thought I heard a Chiff Chaff the other day, also all through the winter
masses of Sky Larks sing as they do.
The crops look about the same as they did a month ago and now really need to get a
move on, of course a tickle of fertiliser would help but, due to the dramatic increase in
price we cannot afford the luxury of an application until the ground warms up, instead
of an application in the hopes that it will be there when it does. On the whole though
they still look pretty healthy if a little backward. I was asked a few weeks ago if I thought
this was a late spring, to which I could only answer that I was not sure, the Snowdrops
were perhaps a little later than I would expect, but the Daffodils earlier, the grass seems
to have grown more than normal (I should have got the mower out sooner but am
reluctant to start too early as it only means it will grow that bit faster) so, I think you
could draw whatever conclusion you like from that. Our Clover companion crop was
knocked back quite severely by whatever frost we had but seems to be recovering well
now, it has certainly reduced the incidence of Black Grass this being a real enemy, but
not entirely, which means we will have to take some action in the hopes that long term
it will stifle it, whatever it already has reduced the need for chemical input. We could
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crow about the dramatic increase in the price of cereals that we will be receiving as a
result of the world situation, this of course will be mitigated by the increase in the costs
of growing (fuel and fertiliser). So no one wins, in the long run it is the consumer that
will have to pay, otherwise it won’t be grown. I have in the past made the point that the
more we produce off an area of land the less there is of trace elements, I have just read
an article saying just that.
Local Farmers are still concerned at the attitude of our County Council towards food in
encouraging the use only of plant based food, saying it is better for the planet and our
health, both arguments can be contested. It seems to me they are a little like the Russian
population taking note of the popular press, who not only have an axe to grind but, also
rather inclined not to take notice of the true facts however they are put over, or the fact
that the medical profession is saying we need some animal protein for good health. It
has been proved that animal production in his country and, the EU as a whole, is fairly
carbon neutral and is a myth to say otherwise, added to which it does not give the
Farming community credit for investigating methods to mitigate all these issues, and
ignore the fact that we have committed our industry to being carbon neutral by 2040,
not sure how.
It’s that time of year again 15th May sees our annual Chiltern vintage Tractor Run, now
back on its usual date, this year we have been invited by Lady McAlpine to Fawley
Court for our lunch break, always a brilliant venue much to see and good burgers to eat.
Once again we are running his event in aid of the “Thames Valley Air Ambulance”, this
year again I have set up a Just-giving page so ask all readers to consider giving a little
to help this valuable cause it is https://justgiving.com/fundraising/Charles-Peers5
Charles Peers
FRIENDS OF WELLS FARM
April is the time for new life and new growth. With the warmth of a few consecutive
days from mid-March, all of a sudden the hedgerows have turned greener, the queen
bees have appeared and even the first few butterflies such as the brimstone and the
orange tip. Hedgerows are such an important part of the farmland ecosystem, many of
which were destroyed post war to increase yields and cut costs. For Wells Farm we have
strived to reverse this and many of the hedges have been replanted. This has had a
significant effect on the wildlife population and we all get to enjoy it! Hedgerows
provide shelter and food for many birds, small mammals and insects too. Look out for
young animals beginning to appear as the month rolls on, especially rabbits. Rabbits
can be a pest but provided the numbers don’t get out of control they are not a problem.
You may have noticed one of the fields is half ploughed. Unfortunately our local farmers
have been taken ill and some of the farming has been put on hold for now. We only
have a few sheep on the reserve at the moment but towards the end of the month you
may see the return of several flocks ready for the May shearing.
Please do observe the signs and keep your dogs under control. It is a wildlife reserve
and not a park. Most of the paths are permissive rather than by-ways and bridle paths
for your enjoyment. Keep the dogs out of the fields, hedgerows and woods please. I
have footage of a few “wanderers” on trail cams.
And of course, enjoy the fresh air and countryside on our doorstep. We are very lucky
to have such a wonderful open space.
Paul. (paulj201@hotmail.com
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MORLAND HOUSE SURGERY NEWS UPDATE-MARCH 15th
COVID-19 Spring Booster Vaccine - Update
People aged 75 years and older, residents of care homes for older people, and those with
weakened immune systems will be offered a spring booster of coronavirus (COVID-19)
vaccine. We will be in touch with how and when to book an appointment just as soon
as the vaccine becomes available.
Until then, anyone aged 12 and over should ensure that they have the full course of
vaccines available to them. For more information, please visit
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/coronavirus-vaccination/bookcoronavirus-vaccination/
NHS App
If you own a smartphone, we strongly recommend you download the NHS App. To use
it you must be aged 13 or over and registered with a GP Surgery in England. To find
out more please visit https://www.nhs.uk/nhs-app/ Use the NHS App to:
 Get your NHS COVID Pass
 Get advice about coronavirus
 Order repeat prescriptions
 Book appointments
 Get health advice
 View your health record
 Register your organ donation decision
 Find out how the NHS uses your data
 View your NHS number
After you download the app, you will need to set up an NHS login and prove who you
are. The app then securely connects to information from your GP surgery.
Collecting Repeat Prescriptions from Wheatley Pharmacy
Several of our patients are now collecting their repeat medication from Wheatley
Pharmacy. You too can do the same. Order your repeat medication as you would
normally and just let one of the dispensing team know that you wish to collect from the
Pharmacy. Turnaround time for medication dispensing at the Pharmacy is currently
three days from submission of your repeat medication request. You do not need to wait
for a text message to confirm your medication is ready before going to collect.
Visit Morland House Website
For up-to-date information about services, the COVID-19 vaccine, and opening hours,
please visit
www.morland-house.co.uk
FROM OUR FRENCH CORRESPONDENT

BOTTLING MY FIRST WINE

My learning curve in making wine is still almost vertical, but I have been reading a
lot, and joining a number of online forums where you can pose questions to experts
regarding any wine making topic.
One thing I have learned though, is there is no Right Way to make any wine- and
different regions of the world have their own ideas. To take Sauvignon Blanc as an
example, you have the Loire Region style (Sancerre, Pouilly Fume), or the Bordeaux
style, or the New Zealand style, or the Californian style, not to mention Chile and South
Africa.
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I decided to follow a more traditional style, and leave the Sauvignon on its “lees” (dead
yeast cells) for a period of 4-5 months prior to bottling. This apparently adds to the
complexity of the wine. Yesterday with the help of a friend we siphoned off the clear
wine into bottles, leaving the sediment behind, but then combining all of the remaining
wine + sediment into one container, to settle out and hopefully yield some more wine
in a month or so’s time.
Whether the resultant wine is drinkable is still to be determined-I intend to use my
Sommelier friend John to give me his verdict at our next dinner party.
The red wines are going to remain in the demi-johns for at least another 6 months before
possible bottling, as they take longer for the tannins to soften and the wine becomes
smoother. The reds are also on oak chips, which will slowly work their magic over time.
FRANCE & COVID
March 14th was the day in which the Passe Sanitaire was no longer required for entering
restaurants, golf courses, bars etc. The number of cases is still high, but the number of
hospital admissions has been going down steadily so the Government here obviously
decided that enough was enough... I think the whole of France is breathing a sigh of
relief-the French love their cafés and restaurants as much as anyone. How many catering
establishments will re-open remains to be seen.-as in the UK, a large number of them
could not survive the drop in customer numbers during the pandemic.
FRENCH POLITENESS
One aspect of living in France which I haven’t commented on, is how polite the French
are. Every shop you enter you will receive a “Bonjour “on entering, and a “Bon Journee”
(Have a good day) and “Au Revoir” (till we meet again) when you leave. It is also very
rare to see boorish behaviour by French people-I have yet to see bad behaviour in a bar
by a French person, but sadly I have seen it from British residents or visitors on more
than one occasion.
VISA REQUIREMENTS TO WORK IN THE UK
I have mentioned in my letters before my Builder friend Martin, who is soon to be
featured in “Long Lost Family UK” on TV. He has a son, Tobi, who has trained as a
chef, who lost his job at the start of the pandemic and recently travelled back to the UK
with his father to meet his new found family and try to get work as a trainee chef...
Sadly, the effort was unsuccessful, because he now needs a work visa in the UK and on
the new points system chefs are not a priority. Tobi was not born in the UK, and has no
National Insurance number, so the red tape involved was too cumbersome to manage.
A bientot!
Stuart stuartmmcgill@gmail.com
THE MAPLE TREE
Save the Date: The Maple Tree Magic Show on Saturday 2nd July!
Check out our Website and Facebook pages for our special events, our popular First
Aid classes and helpful information!
We are here to help young families, if you need advice or support: 01865 236700 or
07849 466249
Email: info@mapletree.org.uk Website: www.mapletree.org.uk
Facebook: www.facebook.com/TheMapleTreeWheatley
Laura Spencer The Maple Tree Centre Manage
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John Howell MP writes
March 2022
As I write at the beginning of this month the issue that is most dominant is the dreadful
situation that has been unfolding in Ukraine. I have added my voice to the many who
unequivocally condemn Russia for the action that it has taken and continues to take.
Our government has joined others across the world in imposing sanctions against Russia
and through my own work as Leader of the UK delegation to the Council of Europe I
have helped lead the way in getting Russia suspended from the Council. It is also the
Council of Europe, which has a remit for displaced people in Europe that is best placed
to assist.
Perhaps foremost in people’s minds is the humanitarian situation that arises from the
hostile action. I know that for many constituents it is the effect on the lives of innocent
people that such situations bring that has stirred them to offer support in whatever way
that they can, and I thank all those who have contacted me on this for their concern.
Most of the refugees want to stay close to Ukraine. I have volunteered to work with the
Home Secretary to liaise with the countries neighbouring Ukraine to provide aid and
assistance. In terms of aid what is most needed is money. The Government has given
£220 million in aid within the region and a further £175 million to bolster the Ukrainian
economy, reduce Ukraine’s reliance on Russian gas imports and to mitigate other
financial pressures created by the invasion. Although I know that some people want to
send goods I would encourage financial support first and foremost. There are
complexities in sending goods and much does not get to where it is most needed.
Recognised aid organisations have established mechanisms to get things to where they
are most needed and have staff who can be deployed to assist. Financial donations
support their work and allow for flexibility to meet changing needs as circumstances
change. Many people crossing into neighbouring countries are going to stay with family
and friends and need financial assistance rather than material aid.
More formally, the Home Office has set up a series of measures to support people in the
region. Details can be found on the Gov.UK website. The Home Office has also set up
a customer hub in Parliament for MPs and their staff to raise concerns in relation to
Ukrainian issues such as access to the UK. If anyone would like to raise an individual
case please email me with details at the address below.
This is a continually evolving situation and I will do my best to keep my website updated
with new information as it becomes available. While this terrible situation unfolds
parliament continues with its ongoing programme of business. If there is an issue that
concerns you please do share your thoughts. Email is the easiest way in you have access
to that. My email address is john.howell.mp@parliament.uk. If you would like to know
more about my work on behalf of the Government and the Constituency please do look
at my website www.johnhowellmp.com.
Printed and promoted by John Howell MP House of Commons, London, SW1A 0AA
DEADLINE REMINDER – Please note that unless articles are in the hands of the
Editor by the 18th of the month (unless otherwise stated), such articles will miss the
scheduled Newsletter. The views expressed in this Newsletter are not necessarily those
of the Editor or the Parish Council. All material for inclusion in the May 2022
Newsletter should be with the Editor at 27 Chiltern View, Little Milton, by 8.00 p.m.
on 18th April. The Editor reserves the right not to print items submitted for publication
and to edit those items, which are publish
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KEY TELEPHONE NUMBERS
Age UK

01865 890879

Naheed Qureshi

Citizens Advice Bureau

0808 278 7907

Thame & District

Church: St James

01844 278349

Revd. Simon Cronk

Doctors

01865 872448
111
0845 345 8995
999

Morland Surgery
Out of Hours Service
NHS Helpline
Medical Emergencies

Little Milton Shop

01844 278175

Alison Shelton (Manager)

Little Milton School

01844 279310

Head:

Milk Deliveries

07773006485

A J Woods Ltd

MUGA

Bookings for the courts are made at the Post Office

Neighbourhood Watch

01844 279468

Mark Willis

Newsletter

01844 279150

Raymond Fergusson (Editor)

OCC

01865 792422

All enquiries

Parish Council

01844 278180

Francois Van der Merwe (Chair)
Andrea Oughton (Clerk)

Pine Lodge

Giles Denby
Linda Lovegrove (Bookings)
24/7 Call out service

01844 279535
0844 7255568
Police

101

Thames Valley Police
(Non-emergency)

Post Office

01844 279001

Public Transport

01865 323201

Comet

SODC

01235 422422

All enquiries

Southern Electric

0800 0727 282

Emergency Number

Thames Water

0800 3169 800

Emergency Number

The Lamb

01844 279527

Ian & Des

Biffa (Verdant)

03000 610610

All enquiries

Alison Shelton (Postmistress)

For all other numbers go to website www.littlemilton.org.uk
Front cover: Courtesy of Paul Jeffery
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