Sun
Mon
Tues
Wed
Thurs
Frid.
Sun
Mon.
Tues.
Wed
Thurs
Frid.
Mon
Tues
Wed
Thurs
Frid
Sat
Sun
Mon
Tues
Wed
Thurs
Frid
Sun

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY: JANUARY
9.00 a.m.
Holy Communion CW: St James
10.30-11.30a.m. Fitness/Yoga – Pine Lodge
9.30– 10.30 a.m. Exercise class- Pine Lodge
9.30 – 3.30 p.m. Adv. Textile workshop – Pine Lodge
6.00 – 7.00 p.m. Exercise Class – Pine :Lodge
7.30 p.m.
WI Meeting in the Pine Lodge
7th
9.30 –10.30 a.m. Pilates: Pine Lodge
9th
10.30 a.m.
Family Service: St James
10th 10.30-11.30a.m. Fitness/Yoga – Pine Lodge
11th 9.30– 10.30 a.m. Exercise Class- Pine Lodge
12thh 9.30 – 3.30 p.m. Adv. Textile workshop – Pine Lodge
8.00p.m.
Parish Council Meeting in Pine
Lodge
13th 6.00 – 7.00 p.m. Exercise Class – Pine :Lodge
14th 9.30 –10.30 a.m. Pilates: Pine Lodge
17th 10.30-11.30a.m. Fitness/Yoga – Pine Lodge
18th 9.30– 10.30 a.m. Exercise Class- Pine Lodge
19th 9.30 – 3.30 p.m. Adv. Textile workshop – Pine Lodge
.7.00 p.m.
Craft evening: Pine Lodge
20th 6.00 – 7.00 p.m. Exercise Class – Pine :Lodge
21st
9.30 – 10.30 a.m. Exercise Class – Pine :Lodge
22nd 7.00 p.m.
Quiz n Pine Lodge
23rd 10.30 a.m.
United Benefice Holy Communion:
St James’
24th 10.30-11.30a.m. Fitness/Yoga – Pine Lodge
25th 9.30– 10.30 a.m. Exercise Class- Pine Lodge
26th 9.30 – 3.30 p.m. Adv. Textile workshop – Pine Lodge
27th 6.00 – 7.00 p.m. Exercise Class – Pine :Lodge
28th 9.30 – 10.30 a.m. Exercise Class – Pine :Lodge
30th 10.30 a.m.
United Benefice Holy Communion:
St Mary’s
2nd
3rd
4th
5th
6th

PLEASE NOTE
Please check with the event organiser that the event is still taking place as the current
uncertainty with Covid could lead to a cancellation Ed
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EDITORIAL
I would like to wish all our readers a Very Happy and Prosperous New Year.
In my editorial in January 2020 I wrote “. Who can predict what lies ahead both for
our community and our nation? Little did I realise that the same could be said as we
enter 2022. Our society and community is still blighted by Covid but we all need to
believe that our current fears and apprehensions will become something we can all say
“I was there” as normal times return.
Last year I started my editorial with a poem and this year I found some quotes that might
inspire you in making 2022 the best year yet
Munia Khan
New Year is the glittering light to brighten the dream-lined pathway of future.
Buddha
No matter how hard the past, you can always begin again.
Mehmet Murat ildan
Sometimes a year has been so disastrous and so terrible that entering a new year will
automatically mean entering a wonderful year!
Craig D. Lounsbrough
Packaged inside of every mistake there lays a great lesson. And while I don’t want to
take the mistake into the New Year, I most certainly want to take the lesson that’s
packaged inside of it.
Winston Churchill
To improve is to change; to be perfect is to change often.
Unknown
Be so busy loving your life that you have no time for hate, regret or fear.
Martin Luther King
You don't have to see the whole staircase, just take the first step.
William Shakespeare
It is not in the stars to hold our destiny but in ourselves.
William E. Vaughan
An optimist stays up until midnight to see the New Year in. A pessimist stays up to
make sure the old year leaves.
Benjamin Franklin
Be at war with your vices, at peace with your neighbours, and let every New Year find
you a better man.
Maya Angelou
If you don't like something, change it. If you can't change it, change your attitude.
Nelson Mandela
It always seems impossible until it's done
Alfred Lord Tennyson
Hope smiles from the threshold of the year to come, whispering, "It will be happier."
I would like to reflect on your behalf what has been happening within the organisations
that impact on our lives within Little Milton
3

The Parish Council has continued to represent our community and plays an important
role in influencing various Partners in Local Government. The Council elected in 2019
is now well bedded in and working hard with OCC to address the serious concerns of
the HGV’s through the village. Although there is a long history on this issue they have
shown a steely determination to achieve change. There is also a greater awareness of
our environment and small steps are being made to improve it. I am pleased to say that
the appointment of Andrea Oughton as Clerk in April 2021 has gone well and credit
should go to the Council for planning a smooth transition.
I can say from experience that all our organisations are heavily dependent on volunteers
who will at some stage wish to relinquish their roles or find themselves unable to carry
on in them. This presents a real challenge for each organisation to develop a succession
plan. We need to generate the interest and hopefully the enthusiasm for villagers to
consider putting themselves forward in the future but the work starts now. I would like
to thank on behalf of all our organisations the generosity of our residents in supporting
their hard work and dedication.
The Village Hall have experienced another frustrating year through the disruption of
Covid19 but organised. Little Milton Unlocked to hopefully signal the beginning of
normality. However we all know that he shall have to wait a little longer. I should like
to thank the Committee for their continued dedication to provide an excellent facility
for our village
Our Village Shop and Post Office is a very important asset to our village Our Post Office
provides a very important service and one that has gone from strength to strength. There
have been a number of improvements in the shop as result of its improved financial
situation. This leads me into thanking on your behalf the excellent work done by Kevin
and the Shop Committee, Alison, Clare and all the volunteers. (More are always
required)
We are fortunate to have an excellent school that is supported by hardworking staff and
governors as well as a community that values their efforts. We should all recognise that
it is not without challenges as roll numbers are at present lower that would be desired
I would like to thank Ian Des for providing a very welcoming environment and. I know
that the pub is valued as a community asset. Although there is some uncertainty as to
the future ownership of the pub and I would like to wish Ian and Des the very best in
2022.
St James’ has a dedicated PCC and a number of volunteers who clean the church,
decorate the church with flowers and maintain the churchyard and I thank them for their
hard work. This year the annual village fete was again not the traditional garden fete
due to Covid19 but thanks to Lindsay Heath and the fete committee we had a very
successful “walk about fete” that was well supported by the community. The
maintenance of the building with a possible cost in excess of £100K still remains a
significant challenge The Church is a key cornerstone of our community and I am sure
that sentiment is supported by both church and non- church members of our village.
The publication and distribution of our Newsletter is something that happens each
month and I am sure that the Village would like to say thank you to all who are involved.
I would like to thank Keith Hodges at Colourplus for his excellent service and support
to me as editor as well as the distributors who diligently deliver a newsletter to each
house. As editor I appreciate the excellent photographs that I receive from some of the
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village photographers and most importantly to all the correspondents who submit their
articles each month.
There was change of Postmen as result of a reorganisation by Royal Mail and we said
farewell to Peter and Michael who served us so efficiently and to all the Post Office
staff for providing such an excellent service to the village. The delivery of newspapers
appears to be struggling but I would like to record your thanks for all previous
deliverers. I hope that normal service is resumed in the near future...
Finally on your behalf I would like to thank Mr Freddie van der Mierlo our County
Councillor and Caroline Newton our District Councillor for all their support.
2022 will continue to challenge our community and those involved in the day to running
of the various organisations that we all use and value. Let us all believe that 2022 will
return to normal and we can start to rebuild confidence in our lives that has suffered so
much over the last two years
Let us all make every effort to ensure that Little Milton continues to be a great place to
live
Raymond Fergusson Editor
SUMMARY FROM THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON
WEDNESDAY 8th DECEMBER 2021
Below is a summary of some of the topics and discussions that took place at Parish
Council meeting held in December.
Oxfordshire County Council Highways
Continuing the Parish Council’s campaign to discourage HGVs, Cllr van der Merwe is
contacting County Councillor Bulmer (OCC representative for Goring) to lend the
Parish Council’s support to the motion Cllr Bulmer has raised on Oxfordshire County
Council’s proposed Freight Strategy.
Compilation of evidence to support the application to OCC to introduce a 20mph limit
throughout the village continues. Thank you to all who have already submitted evidence
to support the application. The Parish Council is keen to hear from you if you have any
evidence that the roads are unsafe when vehicles travel at speed through the village,
incidents related to road traffic collisions / issues, damage to property, danger or injury
to pedestrians, etc. The application is due to be submitted in January.
Planning
South Oxfordshire District Council has adopted a new planning enforcement policy in
order to deal with a backlog of cases. Reports of possible breaches will now be ‘triaged’
and only the most serious investigated. Concern was raised by some District
Councillors prior to adoption and SODC agreed to review the policy after six months.
The Parish Council is also concerned and will monitor the effect this change might have
on property / development in the village.
Finance
A good discussion took place on the draft budget for 2022-23 which included provision
to implement a strategy to improve public open spaces in the village, improvements to
the recreation ground and refurbishment of the MUGA. The final budget will be agreed
in January.
The District Councillor Community fund is now open for applications. It was agreed
to apply for funds to purchase a new bin (together with hardstanding) for play area at
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the recreation ground and purchase two trees to be planted at the Recreation Ground as
part of the Council’s strategy to improve the public open green spaces within the village.
Emergency Plan
The village emergency plan is being reviewed and information held within it updated,
this is work in progress. Once finalised a copy will be held by OCC. The emergency
plan ensures the village is prepared should a situation arise which requires the plan to
be implemented.
Hedge at Old Field
The Parish Council has met with a Highways Officer and a representative of Soha to
discuss the overgrown hedge on the footpath from the A329 into Old Field. Soha has
agreed to cut the hedge back to clear the path. Once this has been done Highways will
carry out repairs to the footpath. The Parish Council will continue to push for this work
to be carried out as soon as possible.
Please visit the Parish Council website to read full minutes of Parish Council meetings.
Andrea Oughton
Parish Clerk
The next Parish Council Meeting will be held on Wednesday 13th January in the Pine
Lodge starting at 8.00 p.m.
Current Council members
Councillor Francois Van Der Merwe (Chairman)
Councillor Howard Harrison
Councillor Adam Sheppard
Councillor Steve Sidhu (Vice Chairman)
Councillor Giles Denby
Councillor David Wakeling
Parish Clerk Andrea Oughton
County Councillor: Freddie Van Mierlo
District Councillor Caroline Newton

07740438770
01844 279946
01844 279217
01844 279448
07484 187852
01844 278014
clerk@littlemilton.org.uk
07944 492438
07951 477144

SODC: WASTE MANAGEMENT CONTRACT
The minimum charge is £40 for up to 3 items and £8 for each additional item. There is
a maximum of six items per collection day: if you have more than six, you'll need to
book another collection day. Please note that a bed and mattress counts as 2 items and
a three piece suite (consisting of 1 settee and 2 chairs) counts as 3 items.
Before you contact us to book your bulky waste collection, have a good think
about whether you have any other big items to dispose of. Once we have
processed your booking, we are unable to make any alterations or add any other
items – even if you have only booked one or two items.
To arrange this service residents can call the Public Amenities Team on 01235 422406
or book on line from the Council’s website www.southoxon.gov.uk
Give your furniture to a good home
Have you considered donating your furniture to charity or a good home? Emmaus is an
Oxford based charity that will come out to all areas of the county and collect unwanted
furniture free of charge. For legal or practical reasons this does not include soft
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furnishings without a fire label, safety items, or any item that is not in a saleable
condition. Please visit the Emmaus website for more details.
BIFFA: WASTE COLLECTION DATES – JANUARY 2022
Brown
Grey
Green
Food
7th January ++
No
Yes
No
Yes
13th January ++
Yes
No
Yes
Yes
19th January ++
No
Yes
No
Yes
25th January
No
No
Yes
Yes
1st February
No
Yes
No
Yes
The
++ Day changed due to bank holiday
REPORT FROM DISTRICT CLLR. CAROLINE NEWTON
5 Year Land Supply
You may recall that two successive planning appeals have recently concluded that
SODC has lost its 5 Year Housing Land Supply. This is a situation which seriously
weakens the force of the Local Plan and leaves the district open to speculative planning
applications. The first of the appeals related to Little Sparrows in Sonning Common.
SODC understands that the High Court is expected to hear its case for a review of
Inspector’s Planning Decision on 9th of December.
Enforcement
Alongside its role in considering planning applications, SODC is also responsible for
investigating suspected breaches of planning rules (often brought to its attention by
parish councils and residents). In early December, in order to deal with a backlog of
cases, SODC adopted a new Planning Enforcement policy. It will now ‘triage’ cases
and will only look into and enforce the most serious ones. Some councillors are
concerned about where this leaves people worried about neighbours’ building
developments, and the Council has agreed to review the policy after 6 months.
Solar Farms
The proposal to build the Cornwell Solar Farm near Stoke Talmage was given
permission at the planning committee in October. The Harlesford Solar Farm
application (Tetsworth - S of the M40 near Great Haseley) will be considered at the
planning committee on 15 December. Consolations are continuing on Dodswell Farm
(Tetsworth - N of the M40 at Milton Common)
Domestic Abuse
South Oxfordshire and Vale of White Horse District Councils are working with local
charity Reducing the Risk of Domestic Abuse to highlight the issue. They have
stencilled messages in district council car parks as part of the ‘16 Days of Activism
against Gender-Based Violence’, an annual international campaign which began on 25
November with White Ribbon Day – the International day for the elimination of
violence against women, and ends on 10 December with Human Rights Day.
The stencils ask one of three questions:
•
•
•

Do you feel like you are walking on eggshells?
Are you afraid of your partner?
Are you worried about someone you know being controlled?

The Oxfordshire Domestic Abuse Service’s Helpline number 0800 731 0055 (Mon-Fri
10-6 Sat 10-4) and Reducing the Risk’s
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website reducingtherisk.org.uk where people can go to find help and advice.
The councils also have several other schemes and projects that help residents’ safety
and ensures they have access to support should they need it, including Ask for Angela,
Safe Places and ‘Safe Journey, Safe Destination’.
COVID business support
SODC is managing the distribution of Additional Restrictions Grants (ARG) to local
businesses hit by COVID restrictions. Start-up Grants of up to £15,000 are available to
businesses set up since 1 April 2021 and Hardship Grants of up to £15,000 for
businesses in travel, tourism, wedding industries, nightclubs, theatres, events,
breweries, wineries and English language schools.
In South Oxfordshire, £4.2 million of Government funding has so far been distributed
in 3 rounds of the ARG.
Housing and Homelessness
South Oxfordshire has a target of 280 affordable homes to be built in 2021/22 funded
by the Oxfordshire Growth Deal (by central Govt) and developers’ commuted Section
106 sums. In the first half of the year, 168 were completed.
The number of rough-sleepers in the district continues to fall - one at the end of
November. There were 5 households in emergency accommodation.
Community Hub supports residents with calls and supermarket vouchers
We’ve seen an increase in requests for support from our Community Hub team. For the
month of November, we’ve handled 217 enquires resulting in 11 food parcels and 56
referrals for further support. We’ve also called 242 residents to offer help and made 163
follow up calls to those who had received a test and trace payment as a result of needing
to self-isolate. A total of £17,500 in supermarket vouchers has also been given to
support residents self-isolating.
Household Support Fund has opened
The government’s Household Support Fund (HSF) is now open in South Oxfordshire,
offering a very important lifeline for households who may struggle to afford life ’s
essentials over winter. The money will primarily be used to help pay for food, energy,
and water bills for residents, but other costs can also be covered.
The council is using the HSF to offer support to residents through a voucher scheme.
The fund is open to any resident who is struggling and can ’t afford basic household
essentials
.
To find out about the scheme or seek help residents can call Citizens Advice on 0808
278 7907
NOTES FROM SOMEWHERE NEAR THE RECTORY
From Toby Garfitt
January and February are the traditional months for hedging and ditching, when plant
growth has stopped for the winter. Before the mechanisation of agriculture,
farmworkers had spare time at this season to get on with these routine maintenance
tasks. Hedges needed to be kept not only tidy but stockproof, as any gaps would
encourage livestock to stray and run the risk of injury or death.
These days hedges are appreciated more for their amenity value, and also for the cover
they provide for wildlife. Most of our hedges are kept well-trimmed on the top and sides,
but the base is often thin and bare. While it is no longer vital to keep a hedge stockproof
(barbed or electrified wire serves that purpose), the traditional craft of hedge-laying,
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which ensures good, thick, even growth, is enjoying a revival. In the middle of Great
Haseley you can see a fine hedge that was laid only last year. With a friend from the
village, I recently spent a day at a hands-on course, in the sleet and snow. We learned
how to clear unnecessary material from an old overgrown hedge, cut and bend the live
stems at an angle, and hold them together with vertical stakes and horizontal woven
binders (both made of pliable hazel rods). Vigorous new shoots will quickly grow from
the base and the angled stems.
Whether or not we make New Year’s resolutions (I’m afraid I don’t), the period after
Christmas is a pretty good time to take stock. Think of our life as a hedge. There will
certainly be untidy bits that need trimming (physically and psychologically), and there
may well be broken, even dead bits that need clearing out. Then how about the ragged
gaps that will have appeared? This may be the time to address broken relationships,
failed aspirations, and a sense of emptiness.
There will certainly be plenty of vigorous life in our hedge, but it may not all be in the
right place. A little judicious cutting, bending, reshaping, may be all it takes to promote
new growth in those barren areas. And there will be friends who can act as stakes and
binders, helping us to hold together and thrive.
January is in any case a time for new beginnings. The Church celebrates the Sunday
after Epiphany (January 9th this year) as Plough Sunday, the traditional start of the
agricultural year; and the Collect for the following Sunday says this:
Almighty God,
in Christ you make all things new:
transform the poverty of our nature by the riches of your grace,
and in the renewal of our lives make known your heavenly glory.
My daughter in Wiltshire has asked me to come over and lay a 50-metre hedge for her.
It will be the first time I have tackled something like that on my own, and I’m sure I
shall make mistakes. But new beginnings need courage! So as the French would say,
“Bonne année, et bon courage (Happy New Year, and good courage)!”
The Rector, Simon Cronk, is away.
Great Milton Methodist Church Services
For further info. please contact Rev Stephen Spain on 01865 763676
Date

Time

Church

Preacher

2nd Jan

11:00 am

Great Milton

Local Arrangement

9th Jan

11:00 am

Great Milton

David Harper

16th Jan

11:00 am

Great Milton

Revd Stephen Spain

23rd Jan

11:00 am

Great Milton

Alistair Jackson

30th Jan

11:00am

Great Milton

David Harper
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Comments

Communion
Service

SERVICES ACROSS THE BENEFICE: JANUARY 2022
Date
Time
Service
Parish
2nd January
(Sunday)
9.00
Holy Communion
St James’ Little Milton
2nd January
(Sunday)
10.30
Family Service
St Peter’s Great Haseley
th
6 January
(Thursday)
4.00
Compline for Epiphany
St Peter’s Great Haseley
9th January
(Sunday)
9.00
Holy Communion
St Mary’s Great Milton
9th January
(Sunday)
10.30
Family Service
St James’ Little Milton
16th January
(Sunday)
9.00
Holy Communion
St Peter’s Great Haseley
16th January
(Sunday)
10.30
Family Worship
St Mary’s Great Milton
23rd January
(Sunday)
10.30
Benefice Holy
St James’ Little Milton
Communion
23rd January
(Sunday)
4.00
Family Gathering
St Peter’s Great Haseley
26th January
(Wednesday)
12.00
Holy Communion (BCP) St Peter’s Great Haseley
th
30
January
(Sunday)
10.30
Benefice Holy
St Mary’s Great Milton
Communion
CHU2RCH CLEANING ROTA FOR JANUARY
W/E 2nd January

Mrs A Jones & Jill Hoban
W/E 9th January

Mrs E. Summers & Mrs Wendy Newby
W/E 16th January

Mrs A Blagg & Mrs C D’Aeth
W/E 23rd January

Mrs M Davies & Mrs S A Dennis
W/E 30th January

Mrs L. Lovegrove & Mrs C Coward
Sally Ann
Thank you to all the wonderful team of cleaners who’ve kept the Church clean
throughout 2021 and who celebrated at the Lamb, courtesy of Ian and Des in December
There are currently no vacancies on the rota but if you’d like to join us please do let me
know and when a place becomes available you’ll be the recipient…One lovely lady had
to wait about five years for a place but is now ‘one of us’…!!!
S.A. Dennis
CHURCH FLOWERS
Thank you to everyone who helped to decorate the Church for Christmas on December
23rd. Teresa will now be organising the rota for 2022 but please do contact her on
278922 if you’d like to help with the flowers. There is money available so you don’t
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have to buy lots of flowers!! It’s easy and there are no rules to follow, just keeping our
Church looking welcoming, cared for and loved!
S.A. Dennis
The rota for next year will be available in January. If there is anyone who would like to
join our small but happy group, please let me know.
Also if anyone wants to give a donation so that flowers can be put in church to remember
someone on a special day we would be happy to oblige.
Teresa Quested 278922
FRIENDS OF LITTLE MILTON SCHOOL- 200 CLUB
Decemberer
1st
No 5
Chris Coward
2nd
No 13
Tom Robert Day
3rd
No 17
Teresa Quested

£12.00
£8.00
£6.00

Wishing you all a Very Happy Christmas
Diane Austin Little Milton School 200 Club Organiser
CHRISTMAS FAYRE
The Christmas Fayre changed again this year into a Walking Christmas Market plus
indoor event and with the school 12 Days of Christmas Trail it made another magical
event. Even the weather was on our side.
I cannot express enough thanks to all those who made it possible – the makers, bakers,
crafters, raffle sellers, children’s activity organisers, stall holders, table movers, drinks
sellers, trail creators, and, of course, all of you who turned out in such great numbers to
show your support.
We made over £2,000 profit to be shared between the Friends of the School, the Orchard
and St James’s Church
A very Happy Christmas to you all.
Teresa
WINNERS FROM CHRISTMAS FAYRE RAFFLE
£100

Roger Spence

£50

J Corryn

Christmas Hamper
Bottle of Prosecco
Bottle of Wine

Wendy Hart
Mark Jowsey
Atkins-Murray

Bottle of Wine
Bottle of Wine
Large Christmas Cake

Roger S
Jayne Lewis
Amanda
McClurg
A Vallance

Small Christmas Cake

07802 503344
Wits End
07738 155607
Fernhill Cottage
Blenheim Lane 01844 279305
07970 457555
Old Stores
07779 727984
01844 278169
01844 278986
07584 279649
01844 279763
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2 Boxes of Mince Pies
Bottle of Greek Liqueur
Bottle of Champagne

Dennis
Elizabeth Offen
Alison Walker

01844 278029
c/o 27 Chiltern View
01844 278773

WHAT’S HAPPENING AT THE PINE LODGE
A big thanks to everyone who helped and turned out to support the Village Fayre. It was
really great to see so many families with their children in the Hall and around the village.
Each year the Hall sponsors a Christmas lunch for Senior Citizens in the village. We
felt that we should postpone the lunch until the pandemic subsides and gatherings
becomes safer. We have not set a new date but this is just to say we have not forgotten
and we hope to reschedule early next year…watch this space.
The next Quiz Night at the Hall will be on 22nd January, Covid permitting. Tickets
as always include dinner and will be on sale at the village Shop in the New Year (see
advert for more details).
Just a reminder that on the 24th January 6:15 -7:45 PM we will be running a course on
CPR / DEFIBRILLATOR AWARENESS, and EMERGENCY ACTIONS IN
CASE OF CHOKING... The course includes a session on emergency response on what
to do in the case of an infant choking. The course is FREE for village residents (adults
and children over 10). We still have a few places available. If you wish to book a place
please contact steve.pinelodge@gmail.com. For more information on the course go to
info@firstforsafetyoxfordshire.co.uk
Regular activities in the Hall include:
Mondays at 10.30 am Yoga & Fitness with Yvonne (y.cartwright@btinternet.com)
Tuesdays at 9:30 am and Thursdays at 18.30 Keep Fit on with Alyce
(alycefwf@gmail.com)
Wednesday 9:30 am Advanced Textile on workshop with Amargeet
(amarjeetnandhra@virginmedia.com)
Friday 9:30 am Yoga and Pilates with Lee (lee@grahamcaulfield.co.uk)
WI meet on 2nd Thursday of each month at 19:30 contact Kath Stacy
(kathstacey@yahoo.co.uk)
Crafts meet on 3rd Wednesday of the month at 19:00 contact Kath Stacy
(Parish Council meet on 2nd Wednesday of the month. For further details contact
clerk@littlemilton.org.uk
For details, news, and booking info for the Pine Lodge go to www.littlemilton.org.uk
Linda Lovegrove llinda.pinelodge@yahoo.com
thstacey@yahoo.co.uk)
Giles Denby
VILLAGE CHRISTMAS CARD
I am pleased to pass on Sobell House’s massive “Thank you” for all of the contributions
towards the 2021 Little Milton Village Christmas Card. It was another record year, this
time generating £2,290.00 for this wonderful charity. Just over one third of all of the
homes in the village contributed towards the card, demonstrating what a special
community this is.
Thank you and Happy New Year
Roger Longshaw
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Quiz
Night
Saturday
22nd January 2022
7pm @ The Pine Lodge Little Milton
Everyone welcome!
Come on your own or with a team
Ticket include dinner
Licensed bar
Corkage £2 per bottle
Tickets now on sale at Little Milton Shop
£10 in Advance
£12 on the Door
News at www.littlemilton.org.uk
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CAROL SINGING AROUND THE VILLAGE
On Wednesday 22nd December about 20 of us set off from Old Field to carol sing around
the village, beginning up on Thame Road. This year we decided not to collect money
but to knock at the door and offer sweets! It was lovely to be able to give rather than
take but we were very fortunate to receive a donation of £300 for the Friends of Little
Milton School in lieu of collecting at the doors. Many folk then remained at their door
listening to the carols and requests were always accommodated including one at the pub
at the end! We sang our way through the village ending at the Lamb where we sang
again and enjoyed mulled wine. Thank you Ian and Des for making us welcome and for
all who turned out to listen to us!
On behalf of Amelia, Niamh and Sally Ann
SEWING GROUP 2021/2022
We all celebrated Christmas with a meal at the Lord Nelson and will begin our stitching,
quilting, knitting, chatting, mending and embroidery on January 18 th from 11.00
onwards at Spring Cottage in the Haseley Road. Please telephone Sally Ann on 278029
by 17th January for catering numbers…
S.A. Dennis
WELLS FARM ALLOTMENTS
Now is the time to plan for the growing season ahead and think about the seeds you will
need. If you have any seeds you no longer need maybe offer them out to other allotment
holders, put them in the shed or see if anybody on our village facebook group want
them. It is worth clearing the growing areas of debris and mark out the areas as well as
straightening the edges. Raspberries and other fruit bushes can now be pruned with
summer and autumn varieties needing different pruning treatments.
I spoke with the outgoing Thames Water site manager last month (Ryan) who informs
me that he is moving to a new patch and will be replaced by somebody who lives a bit
closer. Hopefully we can get Thames Water to tackle the willow this year.
There may still be a need for us to form an Allotment Association in order to keep the
site running. I have not spoken with BBOWT about this yet but with Nicole leaving the
team I suspect we will have to do so. I will need two volunteers to assume one of the
posts of Secretary, Treasurer or Chairperson for us to function although I don’t think
there is much to do. I will let you know when I have more information. If we can do
what we did last year then that would be the preference.
If anybody is interested in taking on a plot please let me know and I will see what is
available when we come round to the issue of the contracts towards the end of March.
Happy Growing!
Paul. (paulj201@hotmail.com
LITTLE MILTON WI
In December, we learnt all about Gin making with Jenny from Chalgrove Artisan
Distillery (OX Gins). It was an inspiring story of their family business, starting from the
kitchen, to the garden shed and now to a distillery with bar at Chalgrove business park.
Our next meeting on Thursday 13th January at 7.30pm is our New Year Dinner. We
plan to order in some food to the Pine Lodge so we can have a socially distanced meal
together. We will need to know numbers for catering, so please let me know if you’d
like to come along by Friday 7 January. Everyone welcome.
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Visitors £5 or join up for only £11 (for membership to end March 2022).
Do you live in Little Milton, Great Milton or The Haseleys, new to the area, want to
meet new people, make new friends? Then join Little Milton WI and meet like-minded,
local women of all ages in an informal, friendly group. Please email us if you fancy
joining
WI
or
need
a
lift.
We meet every 2nd Thursday of the month at 730pm in The Pine Lodge, Little
Milton OX44 7PZ
Too shy to come by yourself? Contact us & we’ll find you a WI buddy.
Like us at www.facebook.com/lmpinelodge
Details & news on the Pine Lodge page at www.littlemilton.org.uk
Kath Stacey 279438 or email littlemiltonwi@oxfordshirewi.co.uk
WHEATLEY VILLAGE ARCHIVE HISTORY GROUP – 2022
Wheatley Village Archive History Group Programme 2022 All in Merry Bells at 8pm,
£3 for members, £5 for non-members. Annual membership £3 (payable on first visit.)
Monday 17 January Women's Voluntary Service in WWII: the largest female
voluntary organisation ever - Karen & Bret Wiles
Monday 14 February Early women professional gardeners including the founders of
Waterperry - Katherine Bradley
Monday 21 March Holton Park from Medieval Manor to Secondary Academy - a 1000
years of change and continuity - Kevin Heritage
Monday 19 September Scandal in High Society Oxford: selected tales of toffs in
trouble - Julie Godson
Monday 17 October Oxford: Town and Gown: to lick a lord or thrash a cad - Mark
Davies
Monday 28 November Morris Motopolis: the motor works and transformation of
Oxford - Simon Wenham Summer outings tbc
Steph Cox - secretary of WVAHG
VIEW FROM VIEWS

Our late planted Wheat is just showing a nice neat row so let’s hope this
continues, all other crops seem to be fairing fairly well, a spot of disease in the
Barley now looks to be recovering after a small dose of chemical. It is now evident that
the pigeons have exhausted the food we left for them at harvest time and have just
moved to feeding on our Rape, we would have preferred they had not however that’s
life. The resident Herons still seem to like us, as well as the Hares, walking around there
now appear to be many small birds everywhere, also there seems to be more Starlings
as they had reduced dramatically in the last year or two, we see small murmurations of
20-30 birds, maybe one day there will be thousands as of years ago.
It was good to see in the press some interesting figures which show 70% of the public
trusted the UK food standards & 84% trust our assurance schemes, whereas trust in
government regulation was 64% and, the trust in other nations food standards were;
from Ireland and NZ the highest, followed by most EU countries but, only 28% trusted
USA, 11% china and, other countries like Canada and Australia even less. This
illustrates the need for the “Trade and Agriculture Commission” (TAC) which was set
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up to monitor and oversee any trade deals, funny this was only officially inaugurated
once the NZ deal had been struck.
The Badger cull figures show that TB cases are the lowest since 2007 and, that 2020
was the third year in succession to have seen an overall fall. Currently more than 55%
of infections in higher risk areas and, 48.9% in adjoining areas and, can be attributed to
Badgers. Now we learn Oxfordshire has become a Higher Risk Area this is a little
worrying for those with livestock, luckily it does not affect us.
Recently Prince Charles wrote in the Country Life about his obvious concerns with
reference to the planet & climate change, with agricultures effect on all this, and rightly
says we have to take these things seriously. I would like to assure him that most of us
do, and certainly we do at Views Farm. However it is not as simple as it seems having
to follow Government guidelines and, public demand. He advocates a more balanced
agriculture with the introduction of livestock, this is somewhat difficult when the public
is suggesting we should eat less meat, we cannot satisfy both. We have to, and are doing,
find other means of naturally creating the nutrients needed to grow our crops, we also
have to produce food at an acceptable price for the consumer. All these issues are
exercising our minds at the moment.
What I believe he is also saying, which I have advocated for some time planting any old
tree anywhere we please is not a good idea, the right trees in the right places yes.
Particularly he is advocating the planting of hedgerows this is something I was
especially pleased to read as I have always thought that a good idea, we have planted
many meters over the last 20 years, in fact there are many more hedges on Views farm
than are evident on maps I have of the 1700’s.
We learn that the courts are to be stricter on Water companies over pollution, about
time, as readers will be aware this is one of my pet concerns. However it is a little unfair,
many years when the water companies were privatised, it occurred to me at the time
that, the then Government could foresee that the sewage systems would need a lot of
expenditure, thus this would be better to come out of private pockets not the public purse
and, any blame could be laid at their door. The planning rules to a certain extent don’t
help as, far as I am aware, there is no legal necessity for developers to liaise with the
water company concerned or, indeed any other local service provider. In my humble
opinion developers, who after all are the ones who gain the most out of any
development, should be made to contribute to the local infrastructure, it is simply not
financially fair to expect others to pick up the bill for their gain. I think I am right in
saying that in Stadhampton something like 100 houses built but, no expansion of the
sewage system, also most of these houses are built down wind of said sewage works,
who is going to be responsible for the smells emitted?
PS
At the moment I personally am not satisfied with our new paper delivery service and
just wondered if there are many others in our three parishes suffering the same as us
here we seldom get our delivery until 8.30 which is too late for me. I Have found a
service based in Thame who given enough support would be interested so if anyone else
is interested please let me know. I have little or no contact in the Haseleys so if anyone
has please make them aware. I guess as I/we are at the end of the round it may only be
one or two of us with his problem and we will just have to put up with it.
charles@viewsfarmbarns.co.uk
Hoping all readers had a good Christmas and that 2022 will prove more settled, though
somehow I doubt it.
Charles Peers
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MORLAND HOUSE SURGERY NEWS UPDATE
Omicron/COVID-19 and Flu Vaccination Programme Update
The NHS in Oxfordshire and across the country is working fast to roll out the expanded
COVID-19 booster vaccination programme.
All adults aged 18+ can book their booster appointment. Please contact the Morland
House reception team on 01865 872448 to book an appointment. You may also book a
vaccine at a mass vaccination centre via the NHS National Booking System
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/coronavirus-vaccination/bookcoronavirus-vaccination/
The need to make boosters available at speed will require some additional staff time and
resources, so there is a need to clinically prioritise the ‘business as usual’ nursing
services to support the vaccination programme. This could lead to some routine
appointments and services being postponed. You will be updated if this is the case, or
you could help us to help you by postponing routine appointments yourself – but please
let the surgery know if you have booked an appointment with a nurse and are not
coming.
Please be assured that GP services and clinically urgent services are open and all
urgent appointments will go ahead as planned.
The aim of the NHS is to offer every adult the chance to book their booster jab by the
end of 2021 to help protect against the Omicron variant. Vaccines continue to remain
the best line of defence against the virus.
Thank you for your cooperation and continuing support during these very challenging
times.
Visit Morland House Website
For up-to-date information about Morland House services including opening hours,
please visit www.morland-house.co.uk
VILLAGE LUNCH
I would like to record my thanks to Gill Taylor who has organised the monthly lunch
at The Lamb for a number of years and feels that she cannot continue to do so. I am
sure it was valued gathering and perhaps someone else could take on this pleasurable
task. I suggest that they speak to Gill in the first instance or to myself.
Raymond Fergusson Editor
FRIENDS OF WELLS FARM
It’s a new year with new hope and possibilities for us, for the wildlife and for the planet
maybe. I am sure that many of you have continued to find our wildlife reserve to be a
way to escape the ongoing challenges that last year presented. To be able to have such
a quiet and peaceful place on our doorstep is pretty special. If you want to donate
something to BBOWT then become a member or donate via their website at
www.bbowt.org.uk to show your appreciation.
Winter is a busy time for stock watchers but we have fewer animals this year currently.
There are a few sheep, some of which are still limping from problems with over rich
grass last year. We have the Five Dexter lads back and the three remaining welsh
mountain ponies. Sadly Enfys (the 4th) died last month. Her illness worsened and she
also developed pony diabetes which is a very difficult thing to treat for wild ponies.
BBOWT use these ponies to graze a site called Parsonage Moor during late spring and
summer as the site is particularly sensitive and the ponies are ideally suited to keeping
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the habitat stable. They stay here for winter under the protection of our fantastic stock
watcher team.
In addition to this, one of the BBOWT reserves team who a few of you will know has
left the team after many years hard work. Nicole was particularly fond of Wells Farm
and owe her our thanks for the time and care she has dedicated to this reserve.
On your walks look out for mini murmurations of starlings. Otmoor is the best place to
see thousands but here we have a few hundred which is still pretty special. You may
also see the yellow faces of Yellowhammers in the hedgerows or flocks of pink breasted
Linnets tweeting in the tops of the bushes. Listen out for the “chat-chat-chat” of
Fieldfares and their close relative the Redwings. These birds love the hedgerow berries
as do many other birds but there are now almost no berries left. There are also very few
seeds left for the finches. From now on through to Spring the birds need our help to get
them through the cold spell where food is scarce. Your garden feeders are a lifeline to
them and you may get a visit from some of the more unusual garden visitors such as a
Bullfinch.
Some of the paths are muddy and a bit slippery so be careful underfoot. The days are
now drawing out and Spring will soon be here again!
Happy New Year
Paul. (paulj201@hotmail.com
NEWS FROM LITTLE MILTON SCHOOL
As we write it is hard to believe that we have actually reached the end of term, as the
last few weeks have really flown by with all the lovely Christmas activities that we have
been lucky enough to take part in. That said, we are all more than ready for a good
Christmas break with children and staff feeling noticeably tired this week!
It has been a long but rewarding term and the children have worked hard to produce a
high standard of work and learn many new skills. We are grateful to all the staff in our
wonderful school for all their hard work this term and appreciate that all of them go
above and beyond for the benefit of the children. We also feel lucky to have so much
support from parents, governors, St James’s Church and the local community.
We were delighted to be part of Little Milton Christmas Fayre and would like to thank
everyone who helped to ensure that it went ahead because as well as being great fun.
It also raised funds for the school, The Orchard and St James’ Church.
Among the highlights of our festive activities was the long – awaited Christmas dinner
and Christmas party; a first for many of our children and a welcome return to ‘normality’
for older children as we had to stay at school last year due to Covid precautions. The
children were literally jumping with excitement walking up to The Pine Lodge and they
were not disappointed! A big thankyou to Natasha and the Friends for organising and
funding the event and also to Amilia and Natasha for all their help on the day.
We look forward to continuing to play our part in the community in the New Year
and would like to thank you for your continued support.
Best wishes,
Hannah Blest and James Bell
Co-Headteacher
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John Howell MP writes
December 2021
As this year draws to a close and we look to a new year it is inevitable that we both
reflect on the old and look to the new. As we do the latter I wonder if you would take a
proverbial ‘glass half full or half empty’ view for 2022? Our viewpoint impacts on the
way in which we approach things as we try to move on in the coming year. Personally,
I take a ‘glass half full view and look to the new year with bags of optimism. I wish
everyone the very best for the coming year, especially good health. We have made
enormous positive strides this year in dealing with a very difficult time and I thank all
those who have looked after us both within the health service and outside of it. People
in many different walks of like have risen to the challenge and done a sterling job. I also
pay tribute too to those who have put up with so much horrendous messaging and
intimidation when most have done nothing more than try their best to do their job. In
the course of 2021 some events, though, have really stood out for me. Remembrance
Day in both Henley and Thame were well attended and very special events. Although
the primary focus is always to remember the sacrifice of those who have died in wars
to defend our freedoms, it was difficult not to also to remember those we have lost in
the last two years. I expect the experience was similar right across the constituency. It
was also a sad year as we said goodbye to HRH the Duke of Edinburgh and remembered
his service and his dedication to the Queen and the country
.
As we look forward to 2022 I have some firm hopes and wishes in mind. First, I hope
we learn to deal with Covid-19 in an even better and smarter way as we continue on the
journey from pandemic to endemic. There will be other variants for sure and let us hope
we continue to deal with them successfully. Second, I hope that we can show real
progress in dealing with climate change, and that we do so in a way that enhances our
joy of living. It is great to see so many community action groups being set up across the
constituency and beyond. People coming together to work to tackle climate change, all
doing what we can. Third, I hope that we can learn to live with each other in a better
way. It is no bad thing that people feel strongly on certain issues, but it is sad when the
strength of feelings held lead to actions that adversely impact on others. This may seem
a tall order, but I would like to see mutual trust and respect restored right across society
and that we recognise the impact that the absence of this has caused for many.
After a short break Parliament will return early in the New Year and no doubt there will
be some challenging issues to debate. If there is an issue that concerns you please do
share your thoughts. Email is the easiest way if you have access to that. My email
address is howelljm@parliament.uk. Alternatively you can write to at the House of
Commons London, SW1A 0AA)
My best wishes to you all for 2022.
DEADLINE REMINDER – Please note that unless articles are in the hands of the
Editor by the 18th of the month (unless otherwise stated), such articles will miss the
scheduled Newsletter. The views expressed in this Newsletter are not necessarily those
of the Editor or the Parish Council. All material for inclusion in the February 2022
Newsletter should be with the Editor at 27 Chiltern View, Little Milton, by 8.00 p.m.
on 18th January. The Editor reserves the right not to print items submitted for
publication and to edit those items, which are published
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KEY TELEPHONE NUMBERS
Age UK

01865 890879

Naheed Qureshi

Citizens Advice Bureau

0808 278 7907

Thame & District

Church: St James

01844 278349

Revd. Simon Cronk

Doctors

01865 872448
111
0845 345 8995
999

Morland Surgery
Out of Hours Service
NHS Helpline
Medical Emergencies

Little Milton Shop

01844 279978

Alison Shelton (Manager)

Little Milton School

01844 279310

Head:

Milk Deliveries

07773006485

A J Woods Ltd

MUGA

Bookings for the courts are made at the Post Office

Neighbourhood Watch

01844 279468

Mark Willis

Newsletter

01844 279150

Raymond Fergusson (Editor)

OCC

01865 792422

All enquiries

Parish Council

01844 278180

Francois Van der Merwe (Chair)
Andrea Oughton (Clerk)

Pine Lodge

Giles Denby
Linda Lovegrove (Bookings)
24/7 Call out service

01844 279535
0844 7255568
Police

101

Thames Valley Police
(Non-emergency)

Post Office

01844 279001

Public Transport

01865 323201

Comet

SODC

01235 422422

All enquiries

Southern Electric

0800 0727 282

Emergency Number

Thames Water

0800 3169 800

Emergency Number

The Lamb

01844 279527

Ian & Des

Biffa (Verdant)

03000 610610

All enquiries

Alison Shelton (Postmistress)

For all other numbers go to website www.littlemilton.org.uk
Front Cover: Courtesy of Paul Jeffery
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