Little Milton Parish Council

Minutes of Council Meeting held on Wednesday 14th July 2010

in the Pine Lodge Little Milton 


Present:



Cllr. Stuart McGill (Chairman)






Cllr. Barry Coward






 Cllr. Mabel Wood

Cllr Alison Shelton





Cllr. David Wakeling 





Mr Raymond Fergusson (Parish Clerk)




Mr David Turner (County Councillor)





No member of the public



 

01//07/10 
Apologies for Absence: 


Cllr. Tim Robinson

Mr John Nowell-Smith (District Councillor)

02/07/10
Declaration of any personal or prejudicial interests of members

Cllr. Stuart McGill declared a personal interest in the Village Hall and Little Milton Shop. Cllr Alison Shelton declared a personal interest in the Little Milton Shop, Cllr David Wakeling a personal interest in Little Milton School and Cllr. Mabel Wood declared a personal interest in the Village Hall. 

03/07/10
Approval of Minutes

The Parish Council RESOLVED to approve the minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 9th June 2010 as a true record of the meeting and the Chairman signed the minutes.  

04/07/10
Matters Arising. 

Little Milton School Governor’s Newsletter

The Chairman informed the meeting that a letter had been received from the Governors thanking the Council for the £150 donation.
OCC Highways

The Clerk reported that OCC Highways had carried out gully clearing within the village as part of their normal maintenance. He also informed the meeting that he had spoken with Tim Wilde at OCC Highways regarding a number of points that the Council had concerns about that were detailed in a letter of 20th March 2010. In particular the need to address the water on the road in Gold Street before the onset of winter as it presents a hazard to parents and children of the school when frozen over. It would appear that green salt bins can be sourced and the Council will consider their requirements at a future meeting. 
05/07/10
Community Emergency Planning
The session planned to carry out an assessment of the risks and their probability for the development of a Community Emergency Plan was deferred until the next meeting due to the non availability of Mr Steve Willis.

The Clerk gave a brief report on his attendance of a meeting at SODC Crowmarsh that was organised by the OCC Emergency Planning Team. As a result a booklet called “Are You Ready” will be distributed to each house within the village. The booklet gives sensible advice on how each household can prepare for emergencies. 
06/07/10
Recreation Ground
The Clerk reported that Berinsfield Community Business had applied a weed and fertiliser to the recreation ground and stated that due to the exceptionally dry weather the grass cutting would only take place every two weeks or as was necessary. He also informed the meeting that Sweepfast had carried out a dry brush of the MUGA as a gesture of goodwill following reports of poor drainage after the heavy rain earlier in the year.

A bulk load of play-bark has been spread across the play-area and the Council expressed their appreciation to everyone who gave up their time to carry out the work.
The Council RESOLVED to accept an updated quote from Mr John Riddy to secure the existing meter cabinet but asked Cllr Stuart McGill to check that the final specification was agreed with members of the recreation ground committee. The work needs to be completed before the MUGA lights are needed in September.
The Chairman informed the meeting of an unfortunate incident in the play-area that resulted in a young person being cut free from a cradle swing by the Fire Service. The Council considered all the circumstances and RESOLVED that the parents of the young person should be asked to consider making a financial contribution to the cost of replacing the swing. The estimated cost is £100.
The Clerk informed the meeting that the Annual Inspection of the play –area and MUGA would take place during week commencing 24th July 2010.

07/07/10
Car Park and other related matters

Cllr. Barry Coward informed the meeting that the Council had received confirmation from SODC planning that they had released the conditions relating to the original planning application for the Village Hall and as result the work to resurface the car park could now proceed. The Council recognised that there was a need to minimise the disruption to existing site users and to help it in this it RESOLVED that Cllr. Barry Coward should establish from the contractor a phased programme for the work as well as a number of dates when the work could be completed. Once this information was available a meaningful dialogue would take place with the users of the site.

The Council confirmed that Spade Oak would be asked to carry out the work according to their plans of 10 April 2010 but would exclude the bin storage area, the replacement of the five bar gate, the re-marking of the disabled bays and the meter cabinet. The Council RESOLVED that Cllr. Barry Coward should liaise with the contractor.

The Council RESOLVED to defer any decision on the drawdown of any loan from the Public Loans Board until there was a final estimate of the related works to the car park.
08/07/10
Finance


The Council RESOLVED to approve the following expenditure:


Colourplus – July Newsletter






£254.66


Berinsfield Community Business:  Grass cutting May 2010 

£277.32





              Weed



£299.63






Fertiliser


£592.13

£1229.08


J A Riddy- contribution to the re-instatement of Wall Street Cottage


£2,728.35


Melcourt Industries Ltd: 25 cubic meters of play-bark




£1716.97

The Clerk reported that the One Year Fixed Bond with Nat West for £10,000 had matured with interest of £136.

The Chairman informed the meeting that a letter of thanks had been received from Air Ambulance Berks/Oxon/Bucks.

The Clerk requested that he had delegated authority to pay for the replacement swing in the play-area if the situation arose before the September meeting.

The Clerk circulated a cash forecast to the end on March 2011 that indicated that the Council would have slightly lower reserves than had been forecast.  




09/07/10
Planning

P10/W0580: 8 Chiltern View: Erection of Two storey extension

The Council noted that planning permission had been granted by South Oxfordshire District Council.
P10/W0611: Boundary House, High Street: Formation of new roof volume plus window replacement

The Council noted that planning permission had been granted by South Oxfordshire District Council
P10/W0667/LB & W/0734: North Lodge, Church Hill: Construction of kitchen and summer house
The Council noted that planning permission had been granted by South Oxfordshire District Council

P10/W0874/LB: Abbotts Close; Repairs and alterations consisting of roof insulation, chimney stack renovation, insertion of internal doors and partitions, west end gable pointing and window refurbishment

The Council RESOLVED that this application should be recommended for approval by South Oxfordshire District Council.

10/07/10
Lease with IPS
The Chairman reported that the IPS had received further advice from its solicitors that recommended that a Tenancy at will was an option rather than a sub-lease due to the circumstances that exist between the IPS and Mrs Annie Rogers. It became clear during the discussion that the existing arrangement would come to an end when the Post Mistress retires in a few years time. 

Cllr Alison Shelton and Cllr Stuart McGill declared a prejudicial interest at this point in the meeting and took no further part on this agenda item.

Under these circumstances the Council RESOLVED not to pursue a formal arrangement between the IPS and the Post Mistress and accepted that the current exchange of letters satisfied the requirements of the lease. It recognised that the current tenancy was relatively short term and presented little risk but the Council reserved its position on the format of any future tenancy arrangements.

11/07/10
Correspondence

OCC: Recycling permits re illegal trade waste 
The Chairman briefed the Council on a proposal from Oxfordshire County Council for a permit scheme to prevent the depositing of trade waste at household recycling centres. If it is approved it will take effect from 1 November 2010.

SODC Standards Committee
The Council noted that the Government’s planned Decentralisation and Localism Bill included a proposal to abolish the Standards Board. This prompted a brief discussion as to how matters affecting the behaviour of Councillors would be policed if this happened. Mr John Nowell-Smith will be asked to comment at the next Council meeting.
12/07/10
Exchange of Information
Mr David Turner briefed the meeting on Oxfordshire County Council’s plans to launch the ‘Oxfordshire Big Debate’, a programme aimed at ensuring that everyone in the County had the chance to have their say about which services they valued and what they thought the priorities were for Oxfordshire.

He also highlighted an interactive exhibition at the Oxfordshire Museum in Woodstock that runs to September 12th that reveals the history of comic Superheroes. 

13/07/10    Date of Next Meeting 

The Parish Council will meet at 8.00 p.m. on Wednesday 8th September 2010 in the Pine Lodge Little Milton unless there is a need to convene any planning or other meetings. 

The meeting finished at 9.17 p.m.

Parish Forum


There were no matters raised.

Signed by Chairman…………………………………………………Date…………………………………………
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