Little Milton Parish Council

Minutes of Council Meeting held on Wednesday 8th September 2010

in the Pine Lodge Little Milton 


Present:



Cllr. Stuart McGill (Chairman)






Cllr. Barry Coward






 Cllr. Mabel Wood

Cllr Alison Shelton





Cllr. David Wakeling 




Cllr. Tim Robinson





Mr Raymond Fergusson (Parish Clerk)




Mr David Turner (County Councillor)




Mr John Nowell-Smith (District Councillor)





Two members of the public



 

01//09/10 
Apologies for Absence: 


None

02/09/10
Declaration of any personal or prejudicial interests of members

Cllr. Stuart McGill declared a personal interest in the Village Hall and Little Milton Shop, Cllr Alison Shelton declared a personal interest in the Little Milton Shop, Cllr David Wakeling a personal interest in Little Milton School and Cllr. Mabel Wood declared a personal interest in the Village Hall. 

03/09/10
Approval of Minutes

The Parish Council RESOLVED to approve the minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 14th July 2010 as a true record of the meeting and the Chairman signed the minutes.  

04/09/10
Matters Arising. 

OCC Highways

The Clerk informed the meeting that he had spoken with Mr Tim Wilde at OCC Highways in respect of a number of outstanding matters. The Clerk reported that he had asked for a definitive statement regarding the water that leaks on to Gold Street towards the A329 as it was important for all concerned to know if any work will be done before the winter weather sets in to correct the problem. The other major issue related to the possible purchase of salt bins. The Council RESOLVED that the Clerk should explore with OCC Highways some possible sites and report back to the Council at the October meeting.

The Clerk informed the Council that he had exchanged information with Thames Water regarding the flooding that occurs from time to time on the A329 outside the school. Thames Water has informed the Council that all the issues with the pumping station have been resolved and that remedial work will be carried out on a sewer. It is hoped that this will prevent further flooding. 
05/09/10
Community Emergency Planning


The Chairman welcomed Mr Steve Willis and thanked him for attending the meeting. 

Mr Willis suggested that the most likely risks that would invoke some emergency response were for 
heavy snow, loss of utilities and to a lesser extent flooding. The purpose of any plan is to assist the primary responders at the scene of the emergency and not to take control of the emergency. OCC have provided a number of documents to assist Parish Councils approach the task. The Council RESOLVED that as a first step the Clerk should complete the template issued by OCC and seek where necessary support from the County Emergency Planning Team. The Council RESOLVED that this matter would be kept under review.  


06/09/10
Recreation Ground
The Chairman informed the Council that there had been an issue with our grass cutting contractor that had resulted in a higher cost per cut but this had now been resolved by the Clerk. The Chairman stated that he had asked the Clerk to approach Great Milton and Great Haseley Parish Councils asking them to consider a shared approach in respect of quotes for grass cutting for 2011-12. He believed that a joint approach could offer benefits to the parishes as well as the contractor.

The Chairman stated that the Clerk had contacted Southern Electric in respect of the outside meter box to explore if there were any other feasible options open to the Council before it finally asked Mr John Riddy to refurbish the existing unit. The Clerk informed the meeting that he was meeting SEB the next day.

The Clerk reported that the cradle swing had now been replaced.

The Clerk reported that a report had been received from Digley Associates for the Annual Inspection of the Play Area and the MUGA. A copy has been passed to the recreation ground committee.

07/09/10
Car Park and other related matters

Cllr. Barry Coward reported that the new surface for the car park had been laid and the final top dressing would be applied within the next two weeks. The Council expressed their satisfaction with the work that had been done and the work that had been done by Cllr. Coward. The Council RESOLVED that the existing five bar gate should be replaced and that the entrance barrier should be painted. The Council also RESOLVED to incorporate the maintenance of the perimeter as part of the recreation ground maintenance as this would ensure that the car park area is kept to a high standard. Cllr Alison Shelton requested that the area close to the barrier should be grassed and the Council RESOLVED that the Clerk should take the appropriate action.  

08/09/10
Finance


The Council RESOLVED to approve the following expenditure:


Colourplus – August Newsletter




£241.90



        September Newsletter



£241.90

££483.80


Berinsfield Community Business:  Grass cutting June 2010 

£207.99





              

      July 2010 

£138.66

£346.65



Spade Oak: 50% deposit (Cheque issued 5th August 2010)



£12,043.75



   : First of two stage payment





£6,756.25


Parish Clerk: Hospital Car Service January – June 2010



£40.00


BDO: Audit Fee for year ending 31st March 2010




£158.63

The Council RESOLVED that in accordance with its powers under Section 137 of the LGA 1972 to incur the following expenditure which in the opinion of Little Milton Parish Council is in the interests of the area or the inhabitants and will benefit them in a manner commensurate with the expenditure:



Oxfordshire Association for the Blind

£50.00

The Council RESOLVED not to contribute to Wheatley Park School sponsorship of their prize-giving.

The Chairman reported that the audit for the year ended 31st March 2010 had been completed by BDO LLP and that no matters had come to their attention giving cause for concern that relevant legislation and regulation requirements had not been met. The Council RESOLVED to approve and accept the Annual Return.
The Clerk referred to his cash flow forecast to 31st March 2011 and highlighted the key aspects of the report. The Council discussed the impact of the expenditure of the car park and RESOLVED to borrow £7,000 over a ten year term from the Public Loans Board. The forecast reserves at the end of the current financial year are about one times precept.

09/09/10
Planning

P10/W0874/LB: Abbotts Close; Repairs and alterations consisting of roof insulation, chimney stack renovation, insertion of internal doors and partitions, west end gable pointing and window refurbishment

The Council noted that planning permission had been granted by South Oxfordshire District Council.
P10/W0983: Warren Barn: Single Storey Lean to

The Council noted that the application had been withdrawn
P10/W1095: Hillview Cottage: High Street: Erection of garden shed with concrete base

The Council RESOLVED that this application should be recommended for approval by South Oxfordshire District Council.

P10/W1143 & P10/W1144/LB: Demolition of existing conservatory and replace with new as well as the installation of solar panels

The Council RESOLVED that this application should be recommended for approval by South Oxfordshire District Council.


P10/W1168: Wells Farm Cottage: Alterations to barn to form garden store and hobby workshop
The Council RESOLVED that this application should be recommended for approval by South Oxfordshire District Council.


Application for Street Trading Consent: Mobile Food Trader in lay-by at Frogmore
The Council RESOLVED that this application should be refused on a number of grounds. The Council believed that the existing commercial businesses within the village already met the needs of passing motorists. They also had concerns for the potential environmental damage to the area that is within the Green Belt. The location of the lay-by presents a potential hazard to motorists pulling on to the A329. 
10/09/10
Correspondence



OALC: Proposed Council Tax referendums on excessive Council tax increases
The Chairman briefly outlined the Government proposal to replace the current capping legislation with a council tax referendum. The capping legislation applies to principal authorities and not to parish and town councils. The proposed referendum where there was an excessive increase would include parish and town councils. Oxfordshire Association of Local Councils requested that member councils should write a letter of objection as the inclusion of parish and town councils within the government proposals was considered inappropriate. The Chairman informed the meeting that the clerk had sent a comprehensive letter opposing the proposal after having consulted with councillors.



OCC: Review of subsidised Bus Services
The Chairman informed the meeting that OCC were planning to conduct a review of subsidised bus services in South East Oxfordshire and that included Wheatley, Thame and Watlington. As an aid to Parish Council the Oxfordshire Rural Community Council has offered their services to conduct a local public transport survey prior to the County Council’s review. The Council RESOLVED to take up the offer and asked the clerk to make the necessary contact.



Communities and Local Government: Communities Right to Build
The Chairman informed the meeting that the National Association of Local Government had requested a response to the Department for Communities and Local Government’s consultation on The Communities Right to Build and that the Clerk had sent a short response that supported the principle but highlighted a number of reservations over its practicality.



Oxfordshire Stronger Communities Fund (OSCA)
The Chairman informed the meeting of the OSCA aim to support local voluntary and community groups in Oxfordshire through a new £220,000 grant programme.

SODC: Town & Parish Forum

The Chairman informed the meeting of the forthcoming Town and Parish Forum on Wednesday 10 November 2010. Unfortunately this is the date of a Council meeting.


Oxfordshire Big Debate

The Chairman read out a list of meeting dates for the Oxfordshire County Council Big Debate.

ORCC: AGM & Conference
The Chairman informed the Council that it had been invited to send a representative to the ORCC‘s special 90th birthday Annual General Meeting and Conference on Friday 8th October 2010.


Great Milton Windmill Trust
The Chairman reported that a letter of support had been sent to the Trustees of Great Milton Windmill Trust.


Southern Oxfordshire: LEADER Programme
The Council noted that SODC were planning an event to promote the Southern Oxfordshire LEADER programme on 23 September 2010.
11/09/10
Exchange of Information
There were no matters raised.

12/09/10    Date of Next Meeting 

The Parish Council will meet at 8.00 p.m. on Wednesday 13th October 2010 in the Pine Lodge Little Milton unless there is a need to convene any planning or other meetings. 

The meeting finished at 9.45 p.m.

Parish Forum


A resident expressed some concern about the future of The Lamb after the retirement of the current landlord. The matter was not discussed but it would be kept under review as the situation developed.
Signed by Chairman…………………………………………………Date…………………………………………
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