Little Milton Parish Council

Minutes of Council Meeting held on Wednesday 11th October 2010

in the Pine Lodge Little Milton 


Present:



Cllr. Stuart McGill (Chairman)






Cllr. Barry Coward






 Cllr. Mabel Wood

Cllr Alison Shelton





Mr Raymond Fergusson (Parish Clerk)




Mr David Turner (County Councillor)





Member of the public: None



 

01//10/10 
Apologies for Absence: 


Cllr David Wakeling, Cllr Tim Robinson and Mr John Nowell-Smith

02/10/10
Declaration of any personal or prejudicial interests of members

Cllr. Stuart McGill declared a personal interest in the Village Hall and Little Milton Shop, Cllr Alison Shelton declared a personal interest in the Little Milton Shop and Cllr. Mabel Wood declared a personal interest in the Village Hall. 

03/10/10
Approval of Minutes

The Parish Council RESOLVED to approve the minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 8th September 2010 as a true record of the meeting and the Chairman signed the minutes.  

04/10/10
Matters Arising. 

OCC Highways

The Clerk reported that, following a conversation with Mr. Andy Darke of OCC Highways, he had ordered two salt bins. The location of the bins will be on the triangle of land at Four Trees and at the lower end of Gold Street adjacent to the A329. He also stated that he had requested that the colour of the bins should be green in order to be more environmentally friendly.

The Clerk also reported that OCC Highways had carried out some minor work to the low wall on the Haseley Road.
Thames Water
The Clerk informed the meeting that he had been informed by Thames Water that in the course of their investigation into the flooding on the A329 they had discovered that there was a break in a sewer. Although the flooding issue had been addressed Thames Water will repair the damaged sewer.
05/10/10
Community Emergency Planning

The Chairman informed the meeting that the Village Hall management committee had agreed to the village hall being designated as a short term stay centre within the Council’s emergency planning. The Clerk also informed the meeting that the school had also agreed to the school being used as a short term stay centre. The Clerk stated he would liaise with OCC with the development of the emergency planning template.


06/10/10
Recreation Ground
Grass cutting and our approach for 2011-12 

The Clerk reported that he had received confirmation from the Great Milton and Great Haseley Parish Council’s that they had agreed in principle to a shared approach to seeking quotes for the cutting of the Parish’s recreation grounds. 

Refurbishment of meter box and refitting a replacement coin box for tokens
The Chairman reported that the option of relocating the SEB meter into the Village Hall was too expensive and that SEB had advised that a customised meter box was not appropriate to the situation. As a result the Council RESOLVED that Mr John Riddy would carry out the proposed refurbishment of the existing meter box.
The Clerk informed the meeting that he had contacted Mr Phobe to install the second token meter box for floodlights. This matter will be kept under review.

Essential repairs to play area: rockers and climbing net

The clerk reported that he had approached two contractors to carry out the necessary repairs following the recent annual inspection report. It also included the replacement of a spring on one of the rockers. 

Partial replacement of  parts of wire meshing on the MUGA

The Chairman that following an enquiry by the Clerk Anglia & Midland had made a suggestion to replace some of the current fencing behind the rebound boards with a high tensile chain-link fencing. The Council RESOLVED to refer the issue of the fencing on the MUGA to the recreation ground to allow them to consider all the options that are available. 

07/10/10
Car Park and other related matters

Update by Cllr Barry Coward on car park surface  

Cllr Barry Coward reported that the work had now been completed subject a remarking of the white line delineating the pedestrian walkway. The Chairman extended his thanks to Cllr Coward for his diligence in managing the project to a successful conclusion.

Refurbishment/replacement of five bar gate and fencing

The Clerk reported that a new five bar gate would cost about £80. The Council RESOLVED to install fencing in the area adjacent to the shop as part of the project. 

Landscaping at the entrance to the car park 
The Clerk informed the meeting that he had approached two contractors to quote for levelling and turfing the area adjacent to the entrance barrier.

Painting of barrier

The Chairman agreed that he would co-ordinate the painting of the barrier.

08/10/10
Finance

Colourplus – October newsletter





£254.66



        Local Bus Survey



 

 £24.00              £278.66

Berinsfield Community Business: Grass cutting August


                          £138.66

Spade Oak Construction UK Final instalment payment re car park

        
         £5,287.50 

Digley Associates- Annual Inspection of the play facilities



            £105.75

OALC: Course fee re Local Councils and Charitable Trusts



              £29.38

Parish Clerk: Council expenses for 6 months to 30 Sept 2010

                                        £118.89
OCC: 2 salt bins (retrospective approval)





           £399.50
The Chairman informed the meeting that the Council had drawn down £7,000 of the approved borrowings of up to £15,000 from the Public Loans Board with a term of ten years at a fixed interest rate of 2.16%.


The Council RESOLVED to make a donation of £60.00 to Thame and District Citizens Advice Bureau.

The Chairman reported that the Council had received a letter of thanks from Oxfordshire Association for the Blind.
The Clerk circulated the latest cash flow Forecast for 2010-11 that indicated that the closing reserves at the end of the financial year of 1.1 times precept. There was also a projection for 2011-12 & 2012-13. The Clerk also presented the bank reconciliations to the Council for examination by the members.
09/10/10
Planning

P10/W0388: 6 Thame Road: Lean-to conservatory

The Council noted that planning permission had been granted by South Oxfordshire District Council.
P10/W1095: Hillview Cottage: High Street: Erection of garden shed with concrete base

The Council noted that planning permission had been granted by South Oxfordshire District Council.
P10/W1143 & P10/W1144/LB: Brookside Cottage: Demolition of existing conservatory and replace with new as well as the installation of solar panels

The Council noted that planning permission had been granted by South Oxfordshire District Council.

P10/W1168: Wells Farm Cottage: Alterations to barn to form garden store and hobby workshop
The Council noted that planning permission had been granted by South Oxfordshire District Council.

Application for Street Trading Consent: Mobile Food Trader in lay-by at Frogmore
The Council noted that the application for Street Trading consent had been refused by South Oxfordshire District Council. The District Council supported the views put forward by the Parish Council.
10/10/10
Correspondence

SODC Core Strategy Review: Consider the Proposed Changes to the Core Strategy

The Chairman informed the meeting that SODC were in the process of carrying out a review of their core strategy. The work has resulted from the revocation of the regional planning framework known as the South East Plan. Although many aspects of the South East Plan will remain in place SODC are taking the opportunity to review aspects of the housing figures within the plan. SODC are seeking the views of Parish Councils on their proposals and a workshop will be held at Crowmarsh on Monday 18th October 2010. The Clerk offered to attend the workshop on behalf of the Council.

OCC: Review of Subsidised Bus Services: Views on alternative level of service

The Clerk reported that a survey was being carried on the use of the local bus service and that the forms would be returned to ORCC for analysis. The future level of service is under review and OCC are seeking the views of the Parish Council and have organised an open meeting on Wednesday 10th November in the Town Hall Thame. The Council RESOLVED that it would be represented at the meeting.

OALC: September Briefing on Internal Audit and Standards Framework

The Chairman reported on the Legal Briefing from NALC on the Independence of Parish Council’s Internal Audit. It stressed the importance of two key principles which all local Councils must ensure are met by their internal audit function, regardless of how procured. These principles are independence and competence. The Council RESOLVED that they were satisfied that the appointment of Mr Ian Dennis met the principles.

The Chairman informed the Council that a Legal Briefing from NALC indicated that there would be a revised model code of conduct for members and that the current Standards Board regime would be Standards Board Regime would be abolished. It is anticipated that the Localism Bill due before Parliament in November will include aspects relating to registering of personal interests and other matters relating to voting where interests exist.

SODC: Leisure facilities strategy consultation

The Chairman informed the meeting that SODC were carrying out a consultation on its Leisure Facilities Strategy as part of its work on their Local Development Framework. The Clerk suggested that a response should include the need for SODC to financially support parish facilities for maintenance and refurbishment. The Council RESOLVED that the Clerk should send an appropriate response

NALC: Do you think the Big Society will work for local(parish and town) councils and communities?

The Chairman briefed the Council on a request from NALC that sought the views of the Council on whether the Big Society will work for local parish and town Councils and communities. The Council RESOLVED that the Clerk should send an appropriate response

The Local Government Boundary Commission

The Council noted that the Local Government Boundary Commission for England had formally commenced an electoral review in Oxfordshire County Council. Oxfordshire is being reviewed in order to improve the levels of electoral representation in the county, which have become imbalanced since the last review.

Oxfordshire Playing Fields Association
The Council noted the invitation to the OPFA 2010 AGM on Tuesday 30 November at which there will be a social event to mark the retirement of Roger Davis the Community Development Officer. 


11/10/10
Exchange of Information
The Chairman confirmed that The Lamb had been put up for sale by Punch Taverns and at this stage the Council would monitor the situation. The marketing information on the sale was encouraging and the Council hoped that a buyer would emerge to maintain an important village amenity.

Mr David Turner informed the meeting of the Local Transport Plan 3 consultation that is currently underway. He also informed the meeting of the proposals on the Mineral and Waste Strategy that were currently being considered by OCC for a decision on 19 October. Mr Turner referred to the OCC website where there is a link to local maps defining the footpaths and bridleways as a good source for local walkers.

12/10/10    Date of Next Meeting 

The Parish Council will meet at 8.00 p.m. on Wednesday 10th November 2010 in the Pine Lodge Little Milton unless there is a need to convene any planning or other meetings. 

The meeting finished at 9.27 p.m.

Parish Forum


There were no matters raised.
Signed by Chairman…………………………………………………Date…………………………………………
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