LITTLE MILTON NEWSLETTER

OCTOBER 2010

EXTRACTS FROM PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

OCC Highways

The Clerk informed the meeting that he had spoken with Mr Tim Wilde at OCC Highways in respect of a number of outstanding matters. The Clerk reported that he had asked for a definitive statement regarding the water that leaks on to Gold Street towards the A329 as it was important for all concerned to know if any work will be done before the winter weather sets in to correct the problem. The other major issue related to the possible purchase of salt bins. The Council RESOLVED that the Clerk should explore with OCC Highways some possible sites and report back to the Council at the October meeting.

The Clerk informed the Council that he had exchanged information with Thames Water regarding the flooding that occurs from time to time on the A329 outside the school. Thames Water has informed the Council that all the issues with the pumping station have been resolved and that remedial work will be carried out on a sewer. It is hoped that this will prevent further flooding. 
Community Emergency Planning

The Chairman welcomed Mr Steve Willis and thanked him for attending the meeting. 

Mr Willis suggested that the most likely risks that would invoke some emergency response were for heavy snow, loss of utilities and to a lesser extent flooding. The purpose of any plan is to assist the primary responders at the scene of the emergency and not to take control of the emergency. OCC have provided a number of documents to assist Parish Councils approach the task. The Council RESOLVED that as a first step the Clerk should complete the template issued by OCC and seek where necessary support from the County Emergency Planning Team. The Council RESOLVED that this matter would be kept under review.  

Car Park and other related matters

Cllr. Barry Coward reported that the new surface for the car park had been laid and the final top dressing would be applied within the next two weeks. The Council expressed their satisfaction with the work that had been done and the work that had been done by Cllr. Coward. The Council RESOLVED that the existing five bar gate should be replaced and that the entrance barrier should be painted. The Council also RESOLVED to incorporate the maintenance of the perimeter as part of the recreation ground maintenance as this would ensure that the car park area is kept to a high standard. Cllr Alison Shelton requested that the area close to the barrier should be grassed and the Council RESOLVED that the Clerk should take the appropriate action.  

Finance

The Chairman reported that the audit for the year ended 31st March 2010 had been completed by BDO LLP and that no matters had come to their attention giving cause for concern that relevant legislation and regulation requirements had not been met. The Council RESOLVED to approve and accept the Annual Return.
The Clerk referred to his cash flow forecast to 31st March 2011 and highlighted the key aspects of the report. The Council discussed the impact of the expenditure of the car park and RESOLVED to borrow £7,000 over a ten year term from the Public Loans Board. The forecast reserves at the end of the current financial year are about one times precept.

Planning

P10/W0874/LB: Abbotts Close; Repairs and alterations consisting of roof insulation, chimney stack renovation, insertion of internal doors and partitions, west end gable pointing and window refurbishment

The Council noted that planning permission had been granted by South Oxfordshire District Council.
P10/W0983: Warren Barn: Single Storey Lean to

The Council noted that the application had been withdrawn
P10/W1095: Hillview Cottage: High Street: Erection of garden shed with concrete base

The Council RESOLVED that this application should be recommended for approval by South Oxfordshire District Council.

P10/W1143 & P10/W1144/LB: Demolition of existing conservatory and replace with new as well as the installation of solar panels

The Council RESOLVED that this application should be recommended for approval by South Oxfordshire District Council.

P10/W1168: Wells Farm Cottage: Alterations to barn to form garden store and hobby workshop
The Council RESOLVED that this application should be recommended for approval by South Oxfordshire District Council.

Application for Street Trading Consent: Mobile Food Trader in lay-by at Frogmore
The Council RESOLVED that this application should be refused on a number of grounds. The Council believed that the existing commercial businesses within the village already met the needs of passing motorists. They also had concerns for the potential environmental damage to the area that is within the Green Belt. The location of the lay-by presents a potential hazard to motorists pulling on to the A329. 
Correspondence


OALC: Proposed Council Tax referendums on excessive Council tax increases
The Chairman briefly outlined the Government proposal to replace the current capping legislation with a council tax referendum. The capping legislation applies to principal authorities and not to parish and town councils. The proposed referendum where there was an excessive increase would include parish and town councils. Oxfordshire Association of Local Councils requested that member councils should write a letter of objection as the inclusion of parish and town councils within the government proposals was considered inappropriate. The Chairman informed the meeting that the clerk had sent a comprehensive letter opposing the proposal after having consulted with councillors.


OCC: Review of subsidised Bus Services
The Chairman informed the meeting that OCC were planning to conduct a review of subsidised bus services in South East Oxfordshire and that included Wheatley, Thame and Watlington. As an aid to Parish Council the Oxfordshire Rural Community Council has offered their services to conduct a local public transport survey prior to the County Council’s review. The Council RESOLVED to take up the offer and asked the clerk to make the necessary contact.

Parish Forum

A resident expressed some concern about the future of The Lamb after the retirement of the current landlord. The matter was not discussed but it would be kept under review as the situation developed.
The Parish Council will meet on Wednesday 13th October 2010 at 8.00 p.m. in The Pine Lodge Little Milton unless there is a need to convene any planning or other meetings. 

R. Fergusson Parish Clerk

Please note that the complete minutes of the Council are now included on the Council website www.littlemilton.org.uk  after they have been approved by the Council. 
Freedom of Information Act – Parish Council Publication Scheme

The Freedom on Information Act 2000 (FOIA) provides rights of public access to information held by Public Authorities. The Parish Council adopted a new publication scheme on 1st January 2009. A version of the Publication Scheme will be available on the Council Website www.littlemilton.org.uk 

Residents can see the records of the policies and practices of the Parish Council
including minutes, financial information and responses to planning consultations, on request from the Parish Clerk.
Current Council members 

	Councillor Stuart McGill ( Chairman)
	01844 279092

	Councillor Barry Coward (Vice Chair)
	01844 278970

	Councillor Mabel Wood
	01844 279670

	Councillor Alison Shelton
	01844 278144

	Councillor David Wakeling
	01844 278014

	Councillor Tim Robinson
	01844 278343

	Parish Clerk Raymond Fergusson
	01844 279150

fergie.milton1@btinternet.com


SODC: WASTE MANAGEMENT CONTRACT

For a charge of £68 residents can arrange for their unwanted vehicle to be collected from within the District and a charge of £20 for up to three bulky item e.g. fridge furniture etc. and a further £6.35 for each additional item. To arrange this service residents can call the Public Amenities Team on 01491 823416 or print a copy of the form from the Council’s website www.southoxon.gov.uk .
VERDANT: WASTE COLLECTION DATES –OCTOBER 2010
	
	Garden
	Non Recycle
	Recycle
	Food

	5 October
	Yes
	No
	Yes
	Yes

	12 October
	No
	Yes
	No
	Yes

	19 October
	Yes
	No
	Yes
	Yes

	26 October 
	No
	Yes
	No
	Yes


WASTE RECYCLING CENTRES
The Oxfordshire County Council Waste Recycling Centres at Redbridge, Drayton (near Abingdon) and Oakley Wood are open Monday to Saturday 8.30 a.m. – 4.00 p.m. and Sunday 9.00 a.m. – 4.00 p.m. 
CHURCH CLEANING ROTA FOR OCTOBER

W/E 2nd October


(
Mrs L. Lovegrove/ Mrs C Coward
W/E 9th October


(
Mrs A Jones/ Mrs S Holifield
W/E 16th October   

(
Mrs. G. Taylor/Mrs H Ridley
W/E 23rd October

(
Mrs A. Hawkins/Mrs E Summers

W/E 30th October

(
Mrs. M. Davies/Mrs S A Dennis
S. A. Dennis
CHURCH FLOWER ROTA FOR OCTOBER

W/E 5th September


(-
Teresa Quested
W/E 12th September


(
Teresa Quested

W/E 19th September


(
Teresa Quested
W/E 26th September


(
Teresa Quested

W/E 3rd October



(
Teresa Quested


BELL RINGING PRACTICE DURING OCTOBER
Tuesday 5th October

(
7.30 pm to 9.00 pm
Sunday 10th October

(
10.30 a.m. – 11.00 a.m.

Quarter Peal 12.15p.m. – 1.15 p.m.

Tuesday 12th October

(
7.30 pm to 9.00 pm
Tuesday 19th October

(
7.30 pm to 9.00 pm
Tuesday 26th October

(
7.30 pm to 9.00 pm
Raymond Fergusson 279150

GRASS CUTTING ROTA FOR OCTOBER
W/E 3rd October


(
Tim Robinson
W/E 10th October

(
Stuart McGill
W/E 17th October

(
David Hawkins
W/E 24th October

(
Dave Arnold

W/E 31st October

(-
Raymond Fergusson
THE MYSTERY OF TIME.

It’s always good to enter our Church and discover again, its timeless peace and effortless beauty. We come away from our busyness and dizziness, and to pause a while.

As we enter our Church, with its mystery and magic, and as we do, we become very aware that we are part of a great stream of the history of our land.

But the building spans the centuries with all the changes and chances which those centuries have brought and embraced, and you wonder.

And yet we come into the mysterious presence of him who is beyond and within all the ages. We come to the Ancient of Days, the Lord of all time, to the one who is at once our contemporary, our living Lord, the one who is the same yesterday, today and for ever. So we come, as we are, into the mysterious presence of God.

God, of course, discloses something of that mystery to us, in many and various ways, but in our Church building I would invite you to consider part of that mystery, the mystery of time.

But where do we begin? Perhaps with ourselves. Most of the time we think we know exactly where we are with Time, the suddenly we find we don’t. We take it for granted, and then suddenly, something happens that jolts us into the middle of its mystery-a friend from years back suddenly rings out of the blue and we wonder where the years have gone- Or something quite mundane: we mislay our watch. ‘I’m lost without it,’ we say. 

We are sharply reminded that ‘Time’ is one of life’s great mysteries.

Of course we can measure the time-in seconds, minutes and months, years, even millennia. We can tell the time, we can save it, spend it, and of course waste it, and then soberly remind ourselves, ‘we can’t put the clock back’, as we ruefully say.

But no one knows when time began-or how it began, or when it will end.

Time, though, remains the very raw material of our existence, as this building eloquently reminds us, and yet it’s essentially a mystery.

There are many things in life which are mysterious and time is one of them.  

And whatever else religion is, it’s acknowledging and living with mystery.

When I was a curate in Evesham, someone, a hospital chaplain, commented that his job was one where you work in places where often there are no answers-but many mysteries, and I’ve always remembered that comment.

As you know I’m very fond of Shakespeare, and he was profoundly religious, and in his plays and poems he is always confronting the mystery of time and imploring his readers and hearers to confront that mystery.

In one of his sonnets he speaks of the ‘dial hand of time’-which moves so silently and stealthily. In Macbeth, Banquo says, ‘If you can look into the seeds of time, and say which grain will grow and which will not…’, but of course, none of us can do that.

‘Time has a wallet,’ he writes. What an image that is!

We can store valuable memories in Time’s wallet, like gold pieces-though alas, not all our memories are gold. And then again, wistfully, ‘the time of life is short’.

I said Shakespeare was profoundly religious, and he encourages us to be religious. At one point, in King Lear, he implores us to ‘take upon us the mystery of things as if we were God’s spies’.

As God’s spies we can think of him creating Time, these times which this venerable building has witnessed. We can think of him creating our life and times, our individual life and time.

And we can think of how we use that time which God has given us, and what we make of it, for ourselves, for those around us, and for our world.

Maybe our thoughts tip over into prayer, making us more aware that our time is to be lived consciously in him, and how we have all fallen short of what is required.

We would do well, to place our hands in the hand of God, the Creator of Time, the creator of our life and time, and perhaps, as the psalmist of old put it, ‘My time is in thy hand’.

If we were to do that, then the mystery of time will open out onto another and greater mystery; the mystery of eternal and transcendent Love and flowing from that will come, as Paul told us, the mystery of the peace of God, which passes all understanding, which will keep our hearts and our minds in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Victor Story 01844 279150

FROM THE RECTORY

THE AREA AT THE BACK OF THE CHURCH.

In recent months you might well have noticed that an area at the back of our Church has been created. By freeing up this space we can now have an area to serve more comfortably our coffees, and hold small gatherings. We are now in the process of deciding what sort of carpet shall be needed. Clearly it would have to harmonize with the building and all the other floor coverings. Please do bear with us as we consider various colour schemes and textures.

Victor

RIDE & STRIDE

A big thank-you to all who helped make the above event a success. A good number of cyclists called into Little Milton Church and were welcomed by a team of volunteers with drinks and encouragement for their efforts. Sadly there were only a few Riders & Striders from this village but their success in collecting some sponsor monies for the benefit of the Historic Churches Trust and our own St James was well worthwhile.

Next year perhaps we will be able to encourage more participants in this event.

Anne Hawkins

BENEFICE SERVICES FOR OCTOBER
	
	GREAT 

MILTON

St Mary’s
	LITTLE MILTON

St James’s
	GREAT HASELEY

St Peter’s

	Sunday

3rd October

Trinity 18
	Holy Communion

BCP

8.00 a.m.
	Sung Communion

CW
9.30  a.m.
	Family 

 Harvest Festival
11.00 a.m.

	Sunday

10th October

Trinity 19
	Sung Communion

CW
9.30  a.m.
	Family Service

11.00 a.m.
	Holy Communion BCP

8.00 a.m

	Sunday

17th October

Trinity 20
	Family Service

11.00 a.m.
	Holy Communion

BCP

8.00 a.m.
	Sung Communion

CW
9.30  a.m.

	Sunday

24th October

Last Sun.

After Trinity
	.
	
	Benefice

Sung Communion Service 

10.00 a.m.

	Sunday

31st October

4th Sunday

Before Advent
	Benefice

Sung Communion Service 

10.00 a.m.
	
	


GREAT MILTON METHODIST CHURCH Minister:  Revd. Derick Chambers Tel: 212019
SUNDAY SERVICES IN OCTOBER
	3rd
	11.00 a.m.
	Sacrament Service led by Rev Adam Stevenson

	10th
	9.30 a.m.
	Morning Service led by Mr. Malcolm Bromhall 

	17th
	11.00 a.m.
	Morning Service led by Rev Jean King

	24th
	11.00 a.m. 
	Moring Service led by Mr. Rev David Parry

	31st
	11.00 a.m.
	Morning Service led by Rev Jonathan Todd


The Pine Lodge presents...

FIREWORK NIGHT

[image: image1.png]



Saturday 6th November

Bar open 6pm 

Fireworks 6.30pm

Hot dogs & soup

Tickets available at:

Little Milton post office

or on the door

Adult £5

Child/OAP £3

Family £15

LITTLE MILTON CINEMA CLUB
at the Pine Lodge

Thursday 21st  October 8pm
‘An Education’
London 1961. A suburban London teen finds her traditional education replaced by something slightly more sinister when an older, more worldly suitor sweeps her off of her feet while placing her future in jeopardy
Starring Emma Thompson, Olivia Williams & Alfred Molina

6 months membership available on the door

Adult/Child £10 

OAP £7.50
FRIENDS OF LITTLE MILTON SCHOOL 200 CLUB

The prize wining numbers were as follows:

September 2010







1st Prize

No10

Mrs Melisa Simms 

£16.0

2nd Prize
No 37

Mr David Reeves


£12.00


3rd Prize 
No 56

Bill & Shirley Thomas

£8.00


Mrs Diane Austin
LITTLE MILTON WI
At the September meeting we had the pleasure of welcoming Amanda Wood once more as our speaker.  Amanda has given some very interesting talks in the past and this time her talk on “The Klondike – The Last Great Gold Rush” was no exception.
At our next meeting, Thursday 14th October, Jude Barrett will be our guest speaker and will tell us all about The Ashmolean Museum.  So do put this date in your diary and please do come along and join us if you can, you will be most welcome (not only the ladies, anyone can come along and listen to our speakers)

Our meetings begin at 7.45 and end around 9pm on the second Thursday of the month at The Pine Lodge.  Visitors and new members always welcome.  If you would like further information on any W.I. aspect please do not hesitate to telephone any of the following, Anne Hawkins 279526, Heather Peers 279627 or Shirley Thomas 278976
TABLE TOP SALE

At The Pine Lodge, Little Milton

Saturday 2nd October

2-4pm

Come & sell or swap your good quality items: Children's clothes & toys

Household goods, Books, Jewellery, etc.

Tables £5 each

Don't want to sell them yourself? 

Then donate them to the Pine Lodge

Or just pop in to browse 

& enjoy afternoon tea & cake

Contact Teresa Quested to reserve your table on 01844 278922

FRIENDS OF WELLS FARM
It’s the time of year now to prepare for winter. The next Friends work party will be a bit later than usual, on Sunday 18th October, meeting on the Allotments at 10.30a.m. We plan to tidy up around the Allotments & cut back some of the encroaching undergrowth.

On sunny days there are still a few Butterflies left around, the Whites; Red Admirals & Speckled Woods can be seen down in the Spinney, to remind us of the summer past.

During the winter months the plan is once again to plant a new hedge, bordering the large field behind Chiltern View. Some extra fencing is required before I can ask for your help. Also a hedge laying course is planned for the winter months, laying the hedge along the Haseley path. When dates are known I will put them in the newsletter.

Phil Jones (01844 278120)

THE VILLAGE SHOP REPORT
PROGRESS REPORT: 1 YEAR OLD !!!!

Yes, we have now officially passed our 1st birthday, and we celebrated with cakes, wines, cheeses and sausages- plus a Lucky Dip for the children. We can now look forward to growing from where we are now, and making the shop even better and more attractive to you, our customers!

THE CAR PARK

By the time you read this, the Car Park re-surfacing will be finished, and although we had to close for one day, we all believe the finished result will benefit the Shop as much as it does for the Pine Lodge and The Orchard. Many thanks go to John Lewis, from Chiltern View, whose company SpadeOak is responsible for completing the project. This contract was won after competitive tenders were received from a number of local contractors, and John’s company provided both the best solution and competitive price.

THE SHOP

 Recent visitors to the shop may have noticed a rather strange smell, and this baffled us all, until it was realised we have just received a huge cheese delivery! The offenders were a particularly ripe batch of ISIS cheeses (similar to a Camembert) .The range is now wider than ever, with stunning goat’s cheese, and a fine 2 year old Parmesan. We have also discovered an Olive Oil soaked in lemons, which certain customers think is the shop’s best kept secret. 

NEW VOLUNTEERS

It gets better and better- we have been joined by two new volunteers- Romayne and Andy. Romayne is a teacher who lives above our Primary School, and Andy is an IT specialist who, with his wife Anna, has just moved into Chiltern View. Welcome to both-they are already putting me in my place!

AGM

We will be having our first AGM on the 20th of October in the Pine Lodge from 7.30 p.m. Come and join us for information and a glass of wine & nibbles. !

WINE RANGE & CLUB

Next Tasting Thursday 28th October 8.00pm at the Shop Membership for 12 months is £10.Come along and enjoy new wines and good company-no spitting out! 

Stuart McGill, Secretary, Little Milton Village Shop Ltd, 27909

TRANSPORT NEEDS SURVEY (Included with Newsletter)
Oxfordshire County Council will be reviewing the subsidised bus service for our area as the subsidy contracts expire in June 2011. It is important that the Parish Council responds to OCC and it had decided to carry out a transport needs survey with the help of Oxfordshire Rural Community Council. The information will be used to support our response. The anticipated timetable is as follows:

· Distribute the surveys


Separate sheet with Newsletter

· Collect the completed surveys

by w/e 15 October
The forms will be able to be left at the Post Office, t he Parish Clerk or returned directly to ORCC with a freepost address. I urge you to complete the form as the more responses received the more meaningful will be the analysis.

Raymond Fergusson (Parish Clerk)
SEWING CLUB

The next date for our very social sewing group will be Monday 28th October at the home of Mary Davies, Spring & Well Cottage, Haseley Road. We meet from 11.00 a.m. anyone welcome with or without sewing, but please advise of your attendance in advance in order to help with catering. Phone 279471
Anne Hawkins

THAME & WHEATLEY RAMBLERS – OCTOBER 2010

Sunday 3rd
Meet at Stokenchurch (Kings Hotel public car park) at 10:00am for a 7 mile hilly walk with lovely views.  01844 208517.

Saturday 16th
Meet at Beckley (RSPB car park at the end of Otmoor Lane) at 10:00am for a 10 mile walk to Sydlings Copse via Elsfield.  Bring a picnic.  Sorry, no dogs allowed.  01865 358905.

Thursday 21st
Meet in Thame (behind the church in Priest End) at 10:00am for a 7 mile leisurely flat circular walk via Haddenham.  Sorry, no dogs allowed.  01844 215624.

LITTLE MILTON VILLAGE SHOP

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

7.30 PM WEDNESDAY

OCTOBER 20TH
THE PINE LODGE

COME AND ENJOY A GLASS OF WINE WITH US & CELEBRATE OUR SUCCESS !!! ALL WELCOME !

FRIENDS OF LITTLE MILTON SCHOOL

Chairperson    






   200 Club                                                                                                      



200 CLUB

Mr. Nigel Garrett





      Mrs. Diane Austin

   C/O School






   C/O School

Dear Parents/Villagers/Friends,

LITTLE MILTON 200 CLUB

Many thanks to all of you who registered with the 200 club last year.  This letter is to remind you that we are now renewing our 200 club for the year 2010/2011 and our first draw will be held on 18th November and thereafter on the 3rd Friday of every month.

For those of you who are unaware of the 200 club, it is a scheme that raises funds for the school, with an equal amount being paid out in prizes.
To become a member costs as little as £12.00 per year.
Each month, a draw takes place with a minimum of two prizes.  The number of members determines the value of the prizes.  Fifty percent is given to the school.  As membership increases, so does the prize money increase.

As previously, we will be requesting annual payments.  The only exception to this will be that senior citizens, who will be given the option of paying monthly, and should mark the relevant box on the application form.  Everyone needs to re-register in order to be entered into the monthly draw.  New numbers will be allocated to all members on a first come first serve basis.
We hope you will be able to support, or continue to support our village school by joining the 200 club.  Please complete the attached form and return with payment to either the Post Office or Little Milton School.

Thank you for your support

Yours sincerely

Mrs Diane Austin

The Friends of Little Milton School, 200 Club Organiser.

Registered Charity 1004016

LITTLE MILTON  200 CLUB

Rules

1.  Name "Little Milton 200 Club"

2.  Cost: £1 per number per month paid annually (except Senior Citizens     

     who may pay monthly)

3.  Purpose: To raise funds for Little Milton School.

4.  No more than 200 numbers allocated.

5.  Every participant is allocated a ticket number that will remain constant

     throughout the year.

6.  The total value of prizes will be 50% of the annual ticket sales.

7.  There will be at least 2 prizes per month.

8.  Payments will be asked for annually on the 1st November each year

     (monthly payments due by 14th of each month)

9.  The draw will be held each month at Little Milton School.  During

     School holidays the draw will be held at a committee member's house

     in the presence of at least two committee members of the Friends of

     Little Milton School or alternatively consecutive months will be drawn

     at the same time at the school prior to school holidays.

10.Any allocated tickets defaulting in payment will be excluded from the   

      draw.  Payments for tickets not received by 14th of each month will

      be judged as defaulted.

11. Any persons may purchase more than one number.

12. Prizewinners will be announced each month in the village newsletter

     and will also be advised individually by a committee member.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP OF LITTLE MILTON 200 CLUB

I wish to become a member of Little Milton 200 Club for a minimum of 12 months from 1st November 2010.

NAME

ADDRESS

Tel No:

Number of tickets at £1 each month……x £12 = £

Senior citizen YES/NO       Monthly?   YES/NO

Method of payment  CASH    CHEQUE (made payable to Little Milton    

                                                                                        200 Club)
I understand and accept the rules of the Little Milton 200 Club
Signed………………………………………..Dated…………………….

Please return to the Post Office or Little Milton School
Great Milton Local History Society

[image: image2.jpg]



· Why did so many leave Gt. Milton for Australia?

· Why was the Vicar more interested in Paws than Souls?

· What did “The Inspector of Nuisances” find in the village?

· Could you look after three adults and two children on

19s 6d a week?
The answers from Shaun Morley 

in a Talk: 

Great Milton in 1892

at

Neighbours’ Hall, Church Road, Great Milton

Wed 6th Oct. 2010 at 7.30pm.

£3 including a glass of wine.

NEWS FROM THE PINE LODGE

Saturday 11th September saw the beginning of the quiz season and there was a great turnout for the first event. Our thanks to all those who supported us. I f you missed it the next one will be on 13th November – come and take part in some light-hearted fun!

The quiz nights are our main fundraiser apart from hire charges and are vital to keep our finances secure.

As many of you will know, we have replaced all the curtains and blinds this year at not inconsiderable expense, as the material must flame retardant and we needed “blackout” material for cinema club.  We have also renewed our stock of glasses which had become depleted over the years.  The 5 year electrical testing was carried out this summer as well as a major servicing of all the door locks and fire door closers. All these expenditures have been very costly and have depleted our financial reserves.  

Although we are a charity, we must maintain the Pine Lodge to the standard that will comply with all legal requirements for a building that is to be hired to the public.   In addition, we must also fulfil our duties as trustees of the management committee by running the building for the benefit of our community.  We have managed to hold the hire charges for villagers, at the same low rate for the last five years since the Pine Lodge was opened.  Hirers from outside the village pay a higher rate and these fees in contribute to the costs of maintenance.  Any surplus monies are kept in reserve so that we can pay maintenance costs and bills, as and when they arise.  As many people in the village have given their money, time, effort and expertise to building and managing this wonderful facility, we are determined that the village should enjoy the benefits of this beautiful community building.  

A list of the next month’s events will be on display in the foyer of the Pine Lodge - do have a look when you next visit the shop and put some dates in your diaries!

Watch out for: November Fireworks, the Xmas Fayre, our ever popular Film nights and  Alice in Wonderland – all coming to a hall near you soon.
Teresa Quested

VIEW FROM VIEWS
In the run up to the end of the spell of St Swithen the weather started to change, first with an aggravating rain then becoming more persistent. It really has done some good, with the countryside now looking respectable again. I was very apprehensive when I wrote last month about how our crops would yield, however I am happy to report relatively normal yields, no records will be broken this year but at least it will be far from a disaster. When Russia announced, in the middle of August, that it was putting an embargo on all wheat exports due to the disastrous weather they have been encountering, the prices almost doubled as the speculators got to work. However by the end of the month everyone realised that there is plenty in stock in the U.S. and that there was not really that much of a shortage, the prices then began to fall away. The net result will no doubt be a rise in food prices. We had notification that our poultry feed price would be increased as from the 25th, but that they expected it to reduce again as things level out. I wonder if this will happen to the prices in the supermarket. As a matter of interest the rise in the price of wheat will put 1p on the cost of a loaf of bread, let’s just see what effect it really does have. 

The Canadian red wheat that is grown solely for Hovis, who have committed to using 100% home grown wheat, has yielded better than expected and for some reason has not suffered from the rigours of this years hot weather as I had previously feared. What is so good about this particular crop is that, as with all spring planted crops, it allows us to leave stubble for a much longer period during the autumn, early winter and sometimes right through to February and March. Giving fodder and forage to a multitude of wildlife. It is normally difficult to justify growing spring crops as they tend not to yield well and therefore do not give us a good enough return.

There are some interesting points to make about this summer compared to the summer of 1976 (the last hot summer that I can recall). Those that can remember ’76 will recall that it actually snowed on June 1st after which I think it remained dry until September/October and made autumn planting somewhat difficult. I also remember that harvest was virtually finished by the 1st August with low yields all round. This year we finished around the 18th. Now with current combines being so large and able to cover twice the ground in the same amount of time it seems odd that we seem to finish later. So why the difference? When you compare this year with ’76, this year it started being dry towards the end of April whereas in ’76 it was wet up to the beginning of June, so harvest should have been earlier. One of my theories is that today we have much better chemicals, especially fungicides that have the effect of keeping the plant greener for longer, thus they ripen that bit later. This could also prepare them to stand the rigours of the weather. Also, and a major contributor, we suffered severe Aphid attacks in ’76 ’77.

I am for ever trying to defend modern technology as well as some of the old fashioned and organic ways; a mix of the two has to be good. The case for technology has to be that, in the western world we are doing a fantastically efficient job growing the amount of food that we do in the limited space that we have. If anyone can recall a series of TV programmes earlier in the year where Jimmy Docherty illustrated with an apple how little of the worlds surface was actually producing essential food. There are now vast areas taken up with growing non food crops, I was staggered when in Canada how large an area was now down to producing wine, same in New Zealand all areas producing food up to a few years ago and now in the UK and even in our own parish. None of this production is necessary to our survival nice though it is. I certainly do not want to cast any negative vibes to “Chateaux Great Milton”, our local Co-operative Vineyard, or the happy band who run it, all the very best of luck to them, I only wish it were on our land. Perhaps one day I shall be able to wax lyrical about its “aromas and hints of this and that in its bouquet.”

On the wildlife front there still seems to be a multitude of small birds about again I reckon this is due to such a dry period whilst they were incubating and fledging. The only sad thing to report is that one evening about the time when we had those downpours in August, a partridge and one about a day old chick (must have been second brood) walked across our patio, then we had torrential rain, the next night she walked past on her own, I should think the chick succumbed in the rain. I just do not understand a flock of Sea Gulls that appear in the field by our house at first light every morning, and then disappear until next day where do they go and why?

I could not help noticing in the last months Great Milton Bulletin a letter from George Yannaghas, asking for letters of support to a bid for grant money, to help restore Great Haseley Windmill, as it is part of our Agricultural heritage I feel I must also mention it, as some of those interested may have missed it, or not get the bulletin. It would be wonderful to see this great land mark up and running again, so anyone interested can I also urge you to write to George.
Charles Peers
GREAT HASELEY AND DISTRICT HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY
In the vegetable garden, lift potatoes, beetroot, and carrots and store in a hessian or 
paper sac in a cool frost free place. It is possible to risk leaving root vegetables, but or potatoes in the ground through the winter, but safer to lift them. Plant a new strawberry bed with the small plants produced by runners on your strawberry plants to boost your crop for next year. Harvest any remaining pumpkins, squash or courgettes before the first frost. Pick any remaining apples and pears, and store or prepare pies or stewed fruit for the freezer for winter eating. Put barrier glue or grease bands on the trees to protect them from Winter Moth. Cut out the fruited canes on raspberry plants, and tie in the new season’s growth for next year. Order new fruit trees and bushes. 

In the ornamental garden, lift dahlias, and store in a frost free place. Bring tender pot plants into the greenhouse or house. Save Geraniums, pot into flower pots, and place in a light but frost free place, water lightly, to use again for next year. Rake up leaves and store in a wire bin to make good leaf mould, or alternatively sprinkle onto the compost heap, but not in large batches or they will not rot down properly. Propagate semi-ripe cuttings of evergreen shrubs, or tender shrubs now. Keep the herbaceous garden tidy, but leave seed heads for the birds in the winter. Now is a good time to lift and divide any herbaceous plants. Dig up the plant, and divide by putting 2 garden forks in back to back and prise apart, discard the centre and replant the new outer parts, adding compost and bone meal to the hole first. Remove leaves from ponds and net for winter, cutting back the leaves of marginal plants, and yellowing water lilies. Cut the lawn on a high setting for the last time at the end of the month. Check bulbs in bowls planted last month, don’t forget to water. 

Come along to the GH&DHS plant swop on 23rd October, bring any extra divided perennials, rooted cuttings, or seedlings, and get yourself something in return.

Autumn Plant Swap

Saturday 23rd October

The Pavilion Great Milton

2pm to 4pm

Open to members and non-members.

When you’re splitting plants and making

cuttings this month why not save some

and bring them to swap with other

gardeners?
All enquiries: Pauline Fincham 01844 279618

FARMER’S MARKET

GREAT HASELEY VILLAGE HALL

Sunday October 1oth 10.am – 12.00 p.m.

Come along and enjoy the many different tables selling fruit, eggs, vegetables, meat cakes and many more.

You can sit down and simply read your Sunday newspaper whilst enjoying a bacon butty!

Deidre Mann 279334; Will Meadon 0771621
NEIGHBOURS CLUB

The 26th August was the occasion of our latest Bring and Share Lunch, always a very popular event. As always the tables were groaning with a wonderful display of food both savoury and sweet.  However at the end there was very little left - where do we put it all?  On the 19th September we held our annual Harvest Festival led, as always, by the Rev Victor Storey. All produce was sold which resulted in the sum of £21 which will be sent to CLIC in accordance with our usual practice.  Wednesday, the 15th September, was the day of our outing to the Lee Valley Cruise and the 2012 Olympic Venues in London.  This was a City and Village conducted tour from the Millennium Dome through the East End and up through Essex into Hertfordshire.  We explored this valley of contrasts and saw how far work had progressed on the Olympic Park at the urban end of the valley before joining our boat for a 90 minute cruise at the leafy end of the valley near to where the canoe and kayak 2012 venues are being created.  During the cruise we were served the best cream tea EVER !!!

 Forthcoming Events - October

 Thurs 7th - Fish and Chip Lunch - 1.00 p.m.

Wed 13th - Outing to Oxford Bus Museum and Friars Court and Garden

Thurs 21st - John Clews from the R S P B - 2.15 p.m.

WHEATLEY LIBRARY 
A reminder of the opening times:

Tuesday 2.00 – 7.00 p.m: Wednesday 9.30 am. - 1.00 pm.: 2.00 5.00 p.m.

Thursday 2.00 – 5.00 p.m.: Friday 9.30 a.m. - 1.00 p.m.: 2.00p.m. - 6.00 p.m.

Saturday 9.30 a.m. – 1.00 p.m.
Contacts: 01865 875267; wheatley.library@oxfordshire.gov.uk
HENLEY CONSTITUENCY MP SURGERIES

OCTOBER 

16th
Henley

Town Hall, Henley Upon Thames RG9 2AQ

30th
Watlington
Parish Office, 1 Old School Place, Gorwell, Watlington 

John Howell holds surgeries around the Henley Constituency. You do not have to wait for a surgery to come to your area to book an appointment. Surgeries are held on a Saturday morning between 10.00 a.m. and 12.00 noon.

If you would like a 15 minute appointment please ring 01491 613072

THAME CITIZENS ADVISE BUREAU
Back to School.

Although the September return to school can be a relief for hard-pressed parents, it can also be an expensive time of year. Whatever stage of education your child has reached, it is worth checking out whether you are entitled to any financial help.  Schools provide information about applying for uniform grants and free school meals, for example, or the Educational Maintenance Allowance, for students staying on after the age of 16 (for more information on this, check the Directgov website at:  www.moneytolearn.direct.gov.uk). However, there are some less well known kinds of help, one of which is detailed below. 

Home Access Grant for computers

In England, the Home Access Grant scheme provides grants to low income families to buy one of the following:
· a computer, a year's internet access and service and support

· a computer with service and support

· one year's internet access.
You might be able to get a Home Access grant if:

· you have children in school years 3 to 9, your children are at a state school, or their education is paid for by the local authority or the government, and
· you get certain benefits, for example income support, guaranteed pension credit or free school meals for your child, and
· you haven't had a grant for a computer from a scheme like this before.
Carers and foster parents for 'looked after children' in school years one to 13 are also eligible to apply for the grant.

You can find out more about the Home Access Grant scheme and get an application form by calling their helpline on 0333 200 1004, emailing them at enquiries@homeaccess.org.uk or looking online at [image: image3.png]




 HYPERLINK "http://www.homeaccess.org.uk." \t "_blank" www.homeaccess.org.uk.
	Monday Morning

Monday Afternoon
	10.00 a.m. – 1.00 p.m.

1.30 p.m. – 4.00 p.m.
	Open Door No appointment needed

Appointments and phone advice

	Tuesday Morning
	10.00 a.m. – 1.00 p.m.
	Appointments and phone advice

	Wednesday & Thursday
	Closed
	

	Friday
	10.00 a.m. – 1.00 p.m.
	Appointments and phone advice


Advice line 01844 214827 Appointment Line 01844 217186 thamecab@cabnet.org.uk for more information and advice on consumer rights go to www.cabsouthoxon.org.uk or contact your local CA

SWAP SHOP

Sat 16th October 2010

9:30am – 11:00pm

Merry Bells, Wheatley

Bring useful old stuff that you no longer need; take away FREE stuff that is useful to you.

If you are bringing stuff it needs to be in the hall by 10:15am.
You can now bring (small) electrical items!

 We have a notice board to advertise any items too big to carry easily

Bringing is not compulsory – call in and see if there is something you want to take.

RECYCLING: You can also bring used printer cartridges (not Epson, please), old mobile phones*, plastic milk bottle tops, batteries* and foil milk bottle tops for us to recycle. 

Refreshments available (small charge)
Run by Wheatley Community Action Group

(www.wheatleycag.org)

* See website for other places to recycle these items.

[image: image4.jpg]



Morland House Surgery

Dr A Harnden and Partners

Morland House Surgery, London Road, Wheatley, OX33 1YJ

Telephone: 01865 872448
Surgery extension now open

After almost one year of building works the new extension to the surgery is now open for business. 

The extra space has provided 3 new consulting rooms, a treatment room and a new waiting area and reception for patients. 

We would like to thank you for your patience whilst the building works were being carried out and hope that you will like the new facilities that are available.

If you have any comments on the new extension please contact the Practice Manager or write them into our suggestion book which is kept on the reception desk.
2010 Flu Immunisation Campaign

Flu (Influenza) is not just a bad cold. If you’ve ever had flu you’ll remember being shivery, achy and too weak to get out of bed or go to work. You might also have suffered a headache, high temperature, dry cough, sore throat and runny nose. Flu can make you ill for many weeks and can be more serious for those people who cannot fight off the infection. Immunisation against flu is recommended for all of the following ‘at-risk’ groups:

Over 65s

People with respiratory disease 

People with heart disease

People with kidney disease

People with liver disease

People with diabetes

People with a history of stroke

People with a weak immune system

Health and social care staff directly involved in patient care

Carers

Flu immunisation clinics at the surgery will start in September and run through to November 2010. To book an appointment or to seek advice from the Practice nurse if you are unsure as to whether you require immunisation, or are housebound and cannot attend a clinic, please contact our reception.
Opening Hours

Morland House Surgery, including the dispensary, is now open:

Monday—Friday 8.00am—6.00pm

Saturday mornings (Bank holiday weekends excluded) 8.00am—12.00 noon

Wednesday evening (for commuters and working patients) 6.30—7.20pm pre- booked appointments only

The Saturday morning session has some bookable appointments for patients who find it difficult to come and see us during the week because of work or other responsibilities — particularly those with long term illnesses who need to see us more regularly but don’t want to keep taking time off work for this.  

The Saturday morning session also includes a few appointments before 11.00 am for emergency walk-ins.  

Please note the surgery phones will not be answered on a Saturday morning.

The Out of Hours Service will continue to operate throughout the weekend, including Saturday mornings, to provide urgent medical care, telephone advice and home visits when necessary. The out of hours service can be contacted by phoning 0845 345 8995

DEADLINE REMINDER – Please note that unless articles are in the hands of the Editor by the 20th of the month (unless otherwise stated), such articles will miss the scheduled Newsletter. The views expressed in this Newsletter are not necessarily those of the Editor or the Parish Council. All material for inclusion in the November 2010 Newsletter should be with the Editor at 27 Chiltern View, Little Milton, by 8.00 p.m. on 20th October 2010. The Editor reserves the right not to print items submitted for publication and to edit those items, which are published.
Dates for your Diuary October 2010
	Sat
	2nd
	2.00 -4.00 p.m.
	Table Top Sale in the Pine Lodge

	Sun
	3rd
	9.30 a.m.
	Holy Communion CW – St James’

	Mon
	4th
	10.30 a.m.
	Fitness/Yoga – Pine Lodge

	Tues
	5th
	7.30 p.m.
	Bell Ringing Practice – St James’

	Wed
	6th
	9.45 a.m.
7.30 p.m.
	Babies and Toddlers Music Group Great Haseley 
Great Milton History Society: Neighbours Hall Great Milton

	Thurs
	7th
	10.15 a.m.
2.35 -3.00 pm.

3.05– 3.15 pm
	Great Haseley Baby and Toddler Group in Neighbours Hall Great Milton

Mobile Library – Village Hall

Mobile Library – Old Field

	Sun
	10th
	11.00 p.m.
	Family Service- St James’ 

	Mon
	11th
	10.30 a.m.
	Fitness/Yoga – Pine Lodge

	Tues
	12th
	7.30 p.m.
	Bell Ringing Practice – St James’

	Wed
	13tth
	9.45 a.m.
8.00 p.m.
	Babies and Toddlers Music Group Great Haseley

Parish Council Meeting in the Pine Lodge

	Thurs
	14th
	10.15 a.m.

7.45 p.m.
	Great Haseley Baby and Toddler Group in Neighbours Hall Great Milton

WI meeting in Pine Lodge

	Sun
	17th
	8.00 a.m.
	Holy Communion BCP – St James’ 

	Mon
	18th
	10.30 a.m.
	Fitness/Yoga – Pine Lodge

	Tues
	19th
	7.30 p.m.
	Bell Ringing Practice – St James’

	Wed 
	20th
	9.45 a.m.
7.30 p.m.
	Babies and Toddlers Music Group Great Haseley

Annual General Meeting of Village Shop 

	Thurs
	21st
	10.15 a.m.

2.35 -3.00 pm.

3.05– 3.15 pm
8.00 p.m.
	Great Haseley Baby and Toddler Group in Neighbours Hall Great Milton

Mobile Library – Village Hall

Mobile Library – Old Field
Cinema Club ‘An Education’

	Sat
	22nd
	2.00-4.00 p.m.
	Plant Swap: The Pavilion Great Milton

	Sun
	24th
	10.00 a.m.
	Benefice Service at St Peter’s Great Haseley

	Mon
	25th
	10.30 a.m.
	Fitness/Yoga – Pine Lodge

	Tues
	26th
	7.30 p.m.
	Bell Ringing Practice – St James’

	Wed
	27th
	9.45 a.m.
	Babies and Toddlers Music Group

	Thurs
	28th
	10.15 a.m.

	Great Haseley Baby and Toddler Group in Neighbours Hall Great Milton

	Sun
	31st
	10.00 a.m.
	Benefice Service at St Mary’s Great Milton


KEY TELEPHONE NUMBERS

Age Concern

01844 279238

Janet Betts

Citizens Advice Bur.
01844 214827

Thame & District

Church: St James

01844 279498

Rev Victor Story (Rector)




01844 279150

Raymond Fergusson 







(Churchwarden)

Doctors


01865 872448

Morland Surgery




0845 345 8995

NHS Helpline




999


Medical Emergencies

Little Milton Shop
01844 279978

Alison Shelton (Manager)

Milk Deliveries

01865 792221

Dairy Crest

MUGA


Bookings for the courts are made at the Post Office
Neighbourhood Watch
01844 279468
               Mark Willis

Newsletter

01844 279150

Raymond Fergusson (Editor)
OCC


01865 792422

All enquiries

Parish Council

01844 279092

Stuart McGill (Chair)




01844 279150

Raymond Fergusson







(Clerk)

Pine Lodge

01844 278922

Teresa Quested (Chair)



01844 279535

Linda Lovegrove (Bookings)



0870 770 6880

24/7 Call out service
Police


0845 8505 505

Thames Valley Police
Post Office

01844 279001

Annie Rogers (Postmistress)
Public Transport

01869 241500

Heyfordian Travel




01296 399500

Red Rose Travel




0870 6082 608

Arriva

SODC


01491 823000

All enquiries

Southern Electric

0845 770 8090

Emergency Number
Thames Water

0845 9200 800

Emergency Number

Verdant


03000 610610

All enquiries
For all other numbers go to website www.littlemilton.org.uk
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