Little Milton Parish Council

Minutes of Council Meeting held on Wednesday 10th November 2010

in the Pine Lodge Little Milton 


Present:



Cllr. Stuart McGill (Chairman)






Cllr. Barry Coward






Cllr. Mabel Wood






Cllr. David Wakeling

Cllr Alison Shelton





Mr Raymond Fergusson (Parish Clerk)




Member of the public: None



 

01//11/10 
Apologies for Absence: 


Cllr Tim Robinson, Mr David Turner and Mr John Nowell-Smith

02/11/10
Declaration of any personal or prejudicial interests of members

Cllr. Stuart McGill declared a personal interest in the Village Hall and Little Milton Shop, Cllr Alison Shelton declared a personal interest in the Little Milton Shop and Cllr. Mabel Wood declared a personal interest in the Village Hall. 

03/11/10
Approval of Minutes

The Parish Council RESOLVED to approve the minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 13th October 2010 as a true record of the meeting and the Chairman signed the minutes.  

04/11/10
Matters Arising. 

OCC Highways

The Clerk informed the meeting that although the Council had paid for the salt bins the County Council had not yet scheduled a delivery date. The Clerk reported that the owner of Church Hill Cottage had registered an objection to the possible location of a bin on the grass verge behind his boundary wall, stating that he felt that it was out of keeping with adjacent environment. The Clerk stated that he had already asked OCC not to site a bin in the Gold Street area until there was a recommendation from the Council. The Council discussed the possibility of locating the bin closer to the school but decided against it as the primary reason for a salt bin was to keep the lower end of Gold Street free from ice. The Council RESOLVED that the Clerk should convene a meeting with OCC Highways to consider the suitability of a bin in the vicinity of Revelmead as they considered it was on the more appropriate side of the road and would lend itself more easily to being topped up with salt when needed.
Thames Water
The Clerk informed the meeting that he had received no further communication from Thames Water in respect of the repair to the sewer that linked to the manhole on the A329 but stated that he would continue to monitor the situation.

Permissive Footpath
The Clerk reported that he had received a call from Mr Charles Peers in connection with a gate into his field off the Wheatley Road that would access a permissive footpath to Great Milton. The Clerk explained that this matter was also under consideration by Great Milton. The Council RESOLVED that the Clerk should link with the interested parties to develop a proposal for consideration by the Parish Council.

05/11/10
Community Emergency Planning

The Chairman informed the meeting that the Village Hall Committee and Little Milton School had responded positively to their buildings being designated as a short term reception centre within the Community Emergency Plan that is being developed. The Clerk stated that he was working his way through the OCC template and would link with the relevant team within OCC.

06/11/10
Recreation Ground
Refurbishment of meter box and refitting a replacement coin box for tokens
The Clerk reported that the work on the meter box was almost complete and that he was waiting on Mr Phebe to fit the token meter unit for the MUGA within the external cabinet.
Essential repairs to play area
The Chairman reported that the recreation ground committee had reviewed the report by Digley Associates and had recommended that Council consider replacing the existing climbing net with a more modern net with steel coring. The clerk reported that he was waiting on a response from Trevor Stewart in connection with the spring coil for the rocker. The overall inspection report did not highlight any serious issues and the Council RESOLVED to address the minor issues when the climbing net and rocker spring are being replaced.
Partial replacement of parts of wire meshing on the MUGA
The Chairman reported that the recreation ground committee discussed the proposed recommendation from Anglia & Midland but were investigating other alternatives to the high tensile Super 70 chain-link fencing. 
07/11/10
Car Park and other related matters

Refurbishment/replacement of five bar gate and fencing
The Clerk informed the meeting that he had approached a local contractor to assess the work that was required and was waiting on a response. The Council RESOLVED to pay for the additional fencing between the shop and the existing gate.

Landscaping at the entrance to the car park 
The Council received a very generous offer from a local contractor to carry out the work at the entrance free of charge and the Council RESOLVED that the Clerk should send a letter of appreciation on behalf of the Council and the community.
Painting of barrier
The painting will be done when the weather is more favourable.
08/11/10
Finance
The Council RESOLVED to approve the following expenditure:


Colourplus – November newsletter






           £254.66


Berinsfield Community Business: Grass cutting September


                          £138.66
Oxfordshire Playing Fields Association – membership renewal 


            £35.00
The Chairman reported that the Council had received a letter of thanks from the Thame Citizens Advice Bureau in respect of its recent donation. 

The Chairman informed the meeting that SODC had issued a schedule relating the estimated costs for the elections in 2011. The cost of a contested election is around £500 and an uncontested election of £125.

The Clerk raised a concern that the current charges for webhosting and domain registration relating to the Council website appeared to be high compared to other offerings in the market. The Council RESOLVED that the Clerk should investigate the matter.

The Clerk stated that the NALC had confirmed that Parish Councils had not been included in the capping arrangements that applied to the principle authorities but that they had urged that Parish Councils applied restraint when setting their precepts for 2011-12.
09/11/10
Planning

There were no planning matters for consideration.

10/11/10
Little Milton Shop
The Clerk stated that there was a need for Little Milton Village Shop to provide certain financial information that was contained in the lease between the two bodies. The Council spent some time discussing the clause in the lease and RESOLVED that the Clerk should provide a recommendation on the format and style of the information required for the next Council meeting.

11/11/10
The Lamb
The Chairman updated the meeting with information that he had gathered from various sources regarding the sale of the Lamb. The Council RESOLVED that the Clerk should formally write to SODC Planning with the developments that had taken place so that they had all the local information. 

12/11/10
Correspondence

SODC Core Strategy Review: Consider the Proposed Changes to the Core Strategy
The Chairman informed the Council that the Clerk had responded on behalf of the Council to SODC.
OCC: Review of Subsidised Bus Services: Views on alternative level of service
The Clerk informed the meeting that he had attended the meeting in Thame on Wednesday 10th November. He reported that it was very important for the Parish Council to respond to the letter received from OCC. The Council had not yet received the analysis of the Local Transport Needs Survey that had been done in conjunction with ORCC. As the response to the Review has to be submitted by 24th December 2010 the Council will agree their response at the December meeting.
SODC: Leisure facilities strategy consultation

The Chairman informed the Council that the Clerk had responded on behalf of the Council to SODC.
OCC: Consultation on concessionary fares scheme
The Chairman informed the meeting that the responsibility for the administration of the concessionary bus passes scheme had been transferred to the County Council from the District Council. This would take effect from 1st April 2011. The Clerk informed the meeting that Mr David Turner had reported that the scheme would continue to operate from 9.00 a.m. but that the continuation of the token scheme would be decided by SODC as they would have to pay for it.
NATS: (formerly National Air Traffic Services Ltd)

The Chairman read out a letter from NATS that informed the Council that they did not plan to have a second consultation into air traffic levels as there is less urgency due to the downturn of air traffic levels since the 2008 consultation.

White Horse Contractors
The Council noted the letter received from White Horse Contractors in which they offered their services as a partner in any future community based projects.

11/11/10
Exchange of Information
Mr David Turner

The Clerk read out an email from Mr David Turner that contained items of interest although some had already been covered within the Council agenda. 

The minerals extraction plans that are to be consulted on for the future do not include the triangular area between Stadhampton, Benson and Dorchester. The plan is to extract more gravel from West Oxfordshire. There is a caveat that if the Government’s required amounts cannot be achieved in the future other sites will be looked at again. There is also a possibility of a site in the area between Nuneham Courtenay and Radley.

The email referred to an article on a Government web site www.direct.gov.uk that gives advice about the legalities of clearing snow from in front of your property. Apparently there is no law stopping you from clearing snow and ice on the pavement outside your home or from public spaces. It is unlikely you' will be sued or held legally responsible for any injuries on the path if you have cleared it carefully. Follow the snow code when clearing snow and ice safely.

Local Councils and Charitable Trusts 
The Clerk gave a brief report on the course Local Councils and Charitable Trusts organised by OALC. He raised a point in respect of appointed members to the charity on behalf of the Parish Council as it resulted in that appointed councillor having a potential prejudicial interest if a village hall matter was on the agenda and as result being excluded from the decision making process. The Clerk suggested that it might be in the interests of all parties if there was an option for a representative member of the charity that was not a trustee. The clerk stated that he would make the suggestion to the Village Hall Committee as it may have relevance to other appointed members of the charity.
12/11/10    Date of Next Meeting 

The Parish Council will meet at 8.00 p.m. on Wednesday 8th December 2010 in the Pine Lodge Little Milton unless there is a need to convene any planning or other meetings. 

The meeting finished at 9.35 p.m.

Parish Forum


There were no matters raised.
Signed by Chairman…………………………………………………Date…………………………………………
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