Newsletter December 2010
EXTRACTS FROM PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

The Council meeting held on Wednesday 10th November was attended by five Councillors and the Clerk. The following are extracts from the minutes that the Council need to approve at the December meeting.

OCC Highways

The Clerk informed the meeting that although the Council had paid for the salt bins the County Council had not yet scheduled a delivery date. The Clerk reported that the owner of Church Hill Cottage had registered an objection to the possible location of a bin on the grass verge behind his boundary wall, stating that he felt that it was out of keeping with adjacent environment. The Clerk stated that he had already asked OCC not to site a bin in the Gold Street area until there was a recommendation from the Council. The Council discussed the possibility of locating the bin closer to the school but decided against it as the primary reason for a salt bin was to keep the lower end of Gold Street free from ice. The Council RESOLVED that the Clerk should convene a meeting with OCC Highways to consider the suitability of a bin in the vicinity of Revelmead as they considered it was on the more appropriate side of the road and would lend itself more easily to being topped up with salt when needed.
Community Emergency Planning

The Chairman informed the meeting that the Village Hall Committee and Little Milton School had responded positively to their buildings being designated as a short term reception centre within the Community Emergency Plan that is being developed. The Clerk stated that he was working his way through the OCC template and would link with the relevant team within OCC.

Refurbishment/replacement of five bar gate and fencing
The Clerk informed the meeting that he had approached a local contractor to assess the work that was required and was waiting on a response. The Council RESOLVED to pay for the additional fencing between the shop and the existing gate.

Landscaping at the entrance to the car park 
The Council received a very generous offer from a local contractor to carry out the work at the entrance free of charge and the Council RESOLVED that the Clerk should send a letter of appreciation on behalf of the Council and the community.
The Lamb

The Chairman updated the meeting with information that he had gathered from various sources regarding the sale of the Lamb. The Council RESOLVED that the Clerk should formally write to SODC Planning with the developments that had taken place so that they had all the local information. 

OCC: Review of Subsidised Bus Services: Views on alternative level of service
The Clerk informed the meeting that he had attended the meeting in Thame on Wednesday 10th November. He reported that it was very important for the Parish Council to respond to the letter received from OCC. The Council had not yet received the analysis of the Local Transport Needs Survey that had been done in conjunction with ORCC. As the response to the Review has to be submitted by 24th December 2010 the Council will agree their response at the December meeting.

OCC: Consultation on concessionary fares scheme
The Chairman informed the meeting that the responsibility for the administration of the concessionary bus passes scheme had been transferred to the County Council from the District Council. This would take effect from 1st April 2011. The Clerk informed the meeting that Mr David Turner had reported that the scheme would continue to operate from 9.00 a.m. but that the continuation of the token scheme would be decided by SODC as they would have to pay for it.
Mr David Turner

The Clerk read out an email from Mr David Turner that contained items of interest although some had already been covered within the Council agenda. 

The minerals extraction plans that are to be consulted on for the future do not include the triangular area between Stadhampton, Benson and Dorchester. The plan is to extract more gravel from West Oxfordshire. There is a caveat that if the Government’s required amounts cannot be achieved in the future other sites will be looked at again. There is also a possibility of a site in the area between Nuneham Courtenay and Radley.

The email referred to an article on a Government web site www.direct.gov.uk that gives advice about the legalities of clearing snow from in front of your property. Apparently there is no law stopping you from clearing snow and ice on the pavement outside your home or from public spaces. It is unlikely you' will be sued or held legally responsible for any injuries on the path if you have cleared it carefully. Follow the snow code when clearing snow and ice safely.

The Parish Council will meet on Wednesday 8th December 2010 at 8.00 p.m. in The Pine Lodge Little Milton unless there is a need to convene any planning or other meetings. 

R. Fergusson Parish Clerk
Please note that the complete minutes of the Council are now included on the Council website www.littlemilton.org.uk  after they have been approved by the Council. 
Freedom of Information Act – Parish Council Publication Scheme

The Freedom on Information Act 2000 (FOIA) provides rights of public access to information held by Public Authorities. The Parish Council adopted a new publication scheme on 1st January 2009. A version of the Publication Scheme will be available on the Council Website www.littlemilton.org.uk 

Residents can see the records of the policies and practices of the Parish Council
including minutes, financial information and responses to planning consultations, on request from the Parish Clerk.
Current Council members 

	Councillor Stuart McGill ( Chairman)
	01844 279092

	Councillor Barry Coward (Vice Chair)
	01844 278970

	Councillor Mabel Wood
	01844 279670

	Councillor Alison Shelton
	01844 278144

	Councillor David Wakeling
	01844 278014

	Councillor Tim Robinson
	01844 278343

	Parish Clerk Raymond Fergusson
	01844 279150

fergie.milton1@btinternet.com


FROM YOUR COUNTY COUNCILLOR

Review of County Council subsidised bus services.  The four yearly reviews of the Thame/Watlington area subsidised bus services is currently taking place.  For Little Milton this refers to the 103, 113 & 111 services which are the only bus routes available.  It is vital that we build as strong a case as possible to keep these services with the County Council looking to reduce costs.  Please make your comments by 24th December at the latest with a copy to me (my contact details at the bottom of this article) to:

Mr John Wood

Assistant Passenger Transport Officer

Oxfordshire County Council

Environment & Economy

Speedwell House, Speedwell Street

Oxford OX1 1NE

Email:  john.wood@oxfordshire.gov.uk
Tel.  01865 815700 Fax.  01865 815085

County Council Boundary Review.  The Local Government Boundary Commission for England is currently conducting a review of all Oxfordshire County Council member divisions triggered by one of the constituencies in the Witney area getting a long way out of step with the number of electors it represents compared to the average for Oxfordshire.  This in my opinion could have been solved by adding one extra member to the Witney area and saving the expense of £180,000 (average cost for a review) at a time when all budgets are under extreme pressure.  However the law requires a review.  At the same time discussion is taking place on how many councillors the County Council requires to operate efficiently and effectively.  This is a complex issue in particular for rural area councillors who in addition to their County Council meetings attend between 10 and 15 Parish Council evening meetings per month.  The reduction in the number of councillors will exacerbate this situation and spread their efforts even more thinly.  The current thinking amongst the political groups at County Hall is to reduce the number of members to about 63 or 64 from the present 74.  Further information can be found on the website  www.lgbce.org.uk   If you wish to contribute to this review please write to the following address:

The Review Officer (Oxfordshire)

The Local Government Boundary Commission for England

Layden House

76-86 Turnmill Street London EC1M 5LG

Email:  reviews@lgbce.org.uk
As this is the last issue of the Little Milton Newsletter before Christmas I wish you all a happy festive season and a peaceful and successful new year.

Please feel free to contact me about County Council issues that concern you.  My contact details are as follows:

Address:  David Turner, 50 Hardings, Chalgrove, Oxford, OX44 7TJ.

Home Telephone:  01865 891169

Email:

david.turner@oxfordshire.gov.uk
SODC: WASTE MANAGEMENT CONTRACT

For a charge of £68 residents can arrange for their unwanted vehicle to be collected from within the District and a charge of £20 for up to three bulky item e.g. fridge furniture etc. and a further £6.35 for each additional item. To arrange this service residents can call the Public Amenities Team on 01491 823416 or print a copy of the form from the Council’s website www.southoxon.gov.uk .
VERDANT: WASTE COLLECTION DATES –DECEMBER 2010
	
	Garden
	Non Recycle
	Recycle
	Food

	7 December
	No
	Yes
	No
	Yes

	14 December
	Yes
	No
	Yes
	Yes

	21 December 
	No
	Yes
	No
	Yes

	30 December *
	Yes
	No
	Yes
	Yes

	7 January *
	No
	Yes
	No
	Yes


· Revised Date
COLLECTIONS OVER CHRISTMAS BANK HOLIDAYS

Normal Collection Date


Revised Collection Date

Tuesday 28 December


Thursday 30 December

Tuesday 4 January


Friday 7 January

Tuesday 11 January


Thursday 13 January

Tuesday 18 January


Wednesday 19 January
WASTE RECYCLING CENTRES

The Oxfordshire County Council Waste Recycling Centres at Redbridge, Drayton (near Abingdon) and Oakley Wood are open seven days a week including Bank Holidays from 8.00 a.m. – 5.00 p.m. However over the Christmas/New Year please note the following:

25 & 26 December: Closed      

 27 – 30 December 8.00 a.m. to 5.00 p.m.

31 December: 8.00 a.m. to 3.00 p.m.            1 January: Closed

CHURCH CLEANING ROTA FOR DECEMBER

W/E 4th December

(
Mrs. M. Davies/Mrs S A Dennis
W/E 11th December

(
Mrs L. Lovegrove/ Mrs C Coward
W/E 18th December

(
Mrs A Jones/ Mrs S Holifield
W/E 25th December   

(
Mrs. G. Taylor/Mrs H Ridley
W/E 1st January


(
Mrs A. Hawkins/Mrs E Summers

S. A. Dennis
CHURCH FLOWER ROTA FOR DECEMBER

W/E 5th December


(
Advent

W/E12th December


(
Advent

W/E 19th December


(-
Advent
W/E 26th December


(
Teresa Quested

W/E 2nd January



(
Teresa Quested

I would appreciate if those who want to help with the flowers for Christmas could advise me if they are available on the 23rd December. No previous experience necessary ….just enthusiasm!
Teresa Quested (278922)

BELL RINGING PRACTICE DURING DECEMBER
Tuesday 7th December

(
7.30 pm to 9.00 pm
Sunday 12th December

(
10.30 pm to 11.00 a.m.






Quarter Peal 12.15p.m. – 1.15 p.m.
Tuesday 14th December

(
5.30 pm to 6.00 pm
Sunday 19th December

(
5.00 pm to 5.30 pm
Tuesday 21st December

(
7.30 pm to 9.00 pm
Friday 24th December

(
3.30 pm to 4.00 pm
Tuesday 4th January

(
7.30 pm to 9.00 pm
Raymond Fergusson 279150
FROM THE RECTORY
ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS IN OUR PARISHES. 

Advent in the Church is always a period of quiet expectancy and preparation in readiness to receive anew, the Christ Child and the new intense love he brings into our lives at Christmas. To help us in our spiritual preparations, in addition to our usual pattern of services in a month, on each Friday morning in Advent, there will be a Service of Holy Communion at 9.00 a.m. Please do check the list of Services for the venues, since they will rotate around our parishes. As I write our two schools are busy making their own preparation to celebrate Christmas, and it will be a special delight, to welcome all our children into our Churches. The Christingle Service with Little Milton School will be on Tuesday 14th December at 6.00 p.m. I am sure it will be as colourful and delightful as always, and similarly on Thursday 16th December at 6.00 p.m., Great Milton School will come into Church. Each school will in their own way tell again the old, old story, but yet making it real and live and relevant to us today.

On Sunday 19th December each parish is having their Carol Service. We begin at 4.00 p.m. at Great Haseley. Tim Suter, will be getting together a very worthy choir for the occasion, and after the service, refreshments will be kindly served at the home of Mrs. Alexander, immediately adjacent to the Church.

At 5.30 p.m. in St. James’ Little Milton, their Carol Service will take place, and it is hoped to have some instrumentalists from the village taking part.

At 7.00 p.m., in St. Mary’s Great Milton will be held the Festival on Nine lessons and Carols, and to enhance our carol singing, Kate Billimore with friends will be helping us with the music. Kate is already gathering a choir together, even as I write. 

On Wednesday 22nd December at 8.00 p.m., we are all invited to A Carol Service at Rycote Chapel by kind invitation of Mr. and Mrs. Bernard Taylor. We always enjoy visiting Rycote, and at Christmas time it will be truly magical there. Look forward to seeing you. 

On Friday 24th, Christmas Eve, there is the Benefice Crib Service in St. James’, Little Milton  at 4.00 p.m. and at 11.30 p.m. we shall greet the new born Heavenly King with Midnight Communion at St. Peter’s, Great Haseley. 

On Christmas Day itself there will be a Christmas Service for all the family at 9.30 a.m. in St. Mary’s Great Milton. I stress this Service is for all the family, so do come along and bring all of your family and friends along with all the children. This service will last about 40 minutes. Afterwards there will be a shortened form of Holy Communion for all who care to stay.

Over the Christmas period, there will be many of you who will have family and friends staying with you, and when you bring them to church they may feel a hesitation to come up and receive communion. There is really is no need to feel so. All are welcome around the Lord’s Table.

REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY 2010.

This year the Benefice Remembrance Service was held in Great Milton Church. It was a very emotional and moving occasion. We remembered especially Dale Gostick, and the presence of his family, friends and Comrades in Arms from the Royal Marines brought many things home to us. It was also good to have representatives from the Air Force and the other armed services who are at present serving in Afghanistan with us. For me it was especially poignant that a child from our own school laid the wreath on behalf of us all, and Ben Sheppard moved us all greatly by playing the Last Post and Reveille on his trumpet.   We all came away from the Service humbled, grateful, and somehow inspired knowing that the peace and freedom we enjoy has been purchased at great cost, and how grateful we are that in our today our Armed and Civilian Services are prepared still to give of their all for us all. The Collection taken was divided equally between The British Legion and the Royal Marines Benevolent Fund.

May I wish you all a most blessed and peaceful Christmas, and may the New Year bring happiness beyond measure.

Victor 279498

FROM THE REGISTERS.
We welcome into the Lord’s family, Frederick Edward and George Alexander Wildblood who were both baptised in St. James’, on the 13th November. Please do remember these two little boys as they begin their Christian journey among us.

We congratulate Ian Nigel Claridge and Victoria Frances Small who were married in St. James’ on the 22nd October 2010.  Please do pray for this lovely couple as they begin the real adventure of married life.

THE COMING TOGETHER AT CHRISTMAS TO SHARE IN EACH OTHER

School Assemblies can often bring surprising results. There was one which set me thinking. It was about this time of year, and the children were asked what we call these few weeks preceding Christmas. Knowing that the children had been learning about Advent, I was somewhat taken aback when a little girl replied, ‘It’s the countdown to Christmas.’  Thinking about it, I could understand the reply. After all, our televisions continually show us how to create amazingly delicious meals and what about the Christmas Cakes that Delia Smith bakes-they look fantastic. But more than that, we are told how to manage Christmas Day so that we get to the table at the right time. Perhaps getting to the table is the point; something which, it seems is a rarity these days. I’m reminded of a school teacher friend of mine telling me how annoyed she was when she discovered that some of her class were simply not doing their homework, and so she said that school wasn’t just a matter of turning up for lessons. “When I give you homework I expect you to sit down at a table at home and get on with it.” “Please, Miss”, came the reply, “we don’t have a table in our house”.  Many of us eat our meals on a tray whilst watching the television, and we all know of some child who takes theirs to their room.
Christmas Dinner is a way, and a powerful way at that, of dislodging us from thinking of ourselves perpetually as individuals. Being together and enjoying each other’s company is a way of establishing community. Christmas Dinner is for most of us an annual gathering of friends or family. It is a time of togetherness, and recognising that we belong together. It is that place where we exchange our stories; catch up on each other’s news, where distance is overcome.  Where we discover again that what binds us together matters far more than what separates us. Where any coldness of heart can melt away into nothing.
It is well worth remembering that in eastern culture at Jesus’ time, sharing in a meal meant so much more than the casual affair it so often does in ours. By sharing in a common meal, it meant you all belong together in a new way, were connected together, and in the Christian context, belonged and connected with God. The altar table in Church, where we all gather, speaks powerfully and eloquently of that belonging and connectedness.
So this Christmas time, let’s lay off indignation, carping, blaming and judging, rather let us capture again conviviality, the recognition that we all do belong together, that we do need each other, and under God, that one with another, together, sharing in one another that we receive, and we are blessed beyond measure.

That’s a way to a Happy Christmas, and wonderful New Year, a way especially needed when things around us look uncertain and perplexing.

So, help us, loving God, at this festive time to discover that in sharing we receive. Amen
Victor
CHRISTMAS FAYRE: SATURDAY 4th DECEMBER

I would be really grateful for any contributions towards the Food Stall at the Christmas Fayre this year. Preserves, cakes and bakes in fact anything edible will be extremely welcome. Remember the Fayre is a wonderful way to top up on treats it is always worth a visit to our food stall for a little bit of indulgence.

Thank you

Sarah Jones

01844 278120

Come and join your fellow villagers for Carol Singing!

[image: image1.wmf]
We will be singing Christmas carols 

round our village 

on Wednesday 15th December, 

starting at Oldfield at 6.30pm, calling in 

for a warm-up and mince pies at Mill Barn

and finishing at The Lamb. It is always a wonderful occasion, whatever the weather!

Bring a torch

With our help, Little Milton School’s sister school in South Africa - Caesar Mlumbi - will be able to build a much needed climbing frame for the children.

Really looking forward to seeing you

Laurelle 278045

07964 161527 on the night

CHRISTMAS FAYRE

[image: image2.png]


 at the Pine Lodge [image: image3.png]



Saturday 4th December

11am until 2pm

Come and enjoy this annual village event

Attractions include:
Festive food

Super Christmas raffle

Handmade crafts and gifts

Children’s activity area

Light lunches 

And a visit from Santa!

[image: image4.png]



Please come and support your village
BENEFICE SERVICES FOR DECEMBER
	
	GREAT 

MILTON

St Mary’s
	LITTLE MILTON

St James’s
	GREAT HASELEY

St Peter’s

	Friday

3rd December
	Holy Communion

9.00 a.m.
	
	

	Sunday

5th December

Advent 2 
	Holy Communion

BCP

8.00 a.m.
	Sung Communion

CW
9.30  a.m.
	Family Service

11.00 a.m.

	Friday

10th December
	
	Holy Communion

9.00 a.m.
	

	Sunday

12th December

Advent 3
	Sung Communion

CW
9.30  a.m.
	Family Service

11.00 a.m.
	Holy Communion

BCP

8.00 a.m.

	Tuesday

14th December
	
	Little Milton School

Christingle Service

6.00 p.m.
	

	Thursday 

16th December


	Great Milton School

Christingle Service

6.00 p.m.
	
	

	Friday

17th December
	
	
	Holy Communion

9.00 a.m.

	Sunday

19th December

Advent 4
	Lessons & Carols

7.00 p.m.
	Holy Communion

BCP

8.00 a.m.
Lessons & Carols

5.30 p.m.
	Lessons & Carols

4.00 p.m.

	Wednesday

22nd December
	LESSONS &
	CAROLS AT 

8.00 p.m.
	RYCOTE CHAPEL

	Friday

24th December
	
	Benefice Crib Service at 4.00 p.m.


	Midnight Communion at 11.30 p.m

	Saturday

25th December

Christmas Day
	Christmas Day

Family Service

With Communion available

9.30 a.m.
	
	

	Sunday

26th December


	
	
	Benefice

Sung Communion Service 

10.00 a.m.

	Sunday

2nd January

Epiphany
	Holy Communion

BCP

8.00 a.m.
	Sung Communion

CW
9.30  a.m.
	Family Service

11.00 a.m.


GREAT MILTON METHODIST CHURCH Minister: Revd. Adam Jackson Tel: 01865 714163
SUNDAY SERVICES IN DECEMBER
	5th
	11.00 a.m.
	Morning Service led by Mr. Andrew Maisey

	11th
	7.00 p.m.
	Joint Carol Service at Chalgrove Methodist Church

	12th
	9.30 a.m.
	Sacrament Service  led by Revd Martin Wellings

	19th
	11.00 a.m.
	Morning Service led by Mr. Graham Kirby

	24th
	11.30 p.m.
	Midnight Service at Holy Family Blackbird Leys led by Revd Adam Stevenson

	25th
	9.30 a.m. 
	Christmas Day Service led by Revd Adam Stevenson

	26th
	
	No Service


RON GIBBARD

As many of you will now know Ron Gibbard passed away on Sunday 31st October 2010. Ron had endured his weakening health for the past few years in a dignified way. Ron was a quiet man who enjoyed his walk down to Mabel or down to the Post Office to pick up his Oxford Mail. He helped at the Village Fete or at the Village Hall in the kitchen. He was a real village character and he will be missed by all his friends. Our thoughts are with his family at this time.

Ed

FRIENDS OF LITTLE MILTON SCHOOL 200 CLUB

The prize wining numbers were as follows:

November 2010







1st Prize

No 68

Mrs Sarah Wakeling
 
£16

2nd Prize
No 33

Dominic & Davina Guiness
£12


3rd Prize 
No 10

Mrs Melissa Simms

£8


Please can I thank every one who has bought a number or numbers in this year's 200 Club. We are able to give the school a cheque for £420.00. You are still able to buy a number if you would like one, just send £11.00 for the next 11 months to the post office or hand it into school.

Many thanks

Mrs Diane Austin Little Milton School

NEWS FROM LITTLE MILTON SCHOOL

Christmas will soon be upon us once more, along with our annual Christingle Service.  We would be delighted to welcome you to our service in St James Church at 6.00 pm on Tuesday 14th December, when our children will act out the nativity, accompanied by carols and songs.  Come and see the children by candlelight – it is always a very special evening.

The whole school visited Dorchester Abbey in October, to view the Jewish Exhibition, and also to look at the wonderful architecture.  We are planning to visit the Swaminaryan Mandir at Neasden in the New Year, so there will be lots of opportunities to contrast and compare two very different building styles!

During the last week of term, we will be off to the Oxford Playhouse to see Cinderella – the pantomimes there are always a highlight of the year!

During the summer term, the children undertook SATS tests – and we were delighted with their results.

In Key Stage 2, 60% of the Year Group achieved Level 5 in English, Maths and Science, which exceeds the Government’s expectations, and means that they are well equipped to meet the demands that will be made of them in secondary school.    

This term we have welcomed sixteen new children to Little Milton School.  Our Reception Class comprises thirteen children, and Year 6, Year 3 and Year 1 each have a new addition, bringing our school role to 67.

If you have a child who was born between 1st September 2006 and 31st August 2007 you should be in the process of completing application forms for them to start school during the academic year commencing September 2011. If you have not yet made a decision about which school to apply for, we would be very pleased to show you around Little Milton School.  Please contact us on 01844 279468 to make an appointment.

We would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone in Little Milton for their continued support of the school, be it coming into school to help, supporting our fund raising events, joining the 200 Club, or generally supporting and encouraging us in our activities.
Eve Hunter

CHILDREN IN NEED COLLECTION
I would like to pass on my thanks to those in Little Milton who made a donation to Children in Need via Chloe Whitten and Kerenza Jeffery on Friday afternoon. The idea was entirely theirs and thought up at the last minute because they wanted to do something.

Paul Jeffery

LITTLE MILTON WI
It was a great night, you should have been there.  The Quainton Line Dancers entertained us with some dances and then got us all up on the floor for some lessons.  They showed us the steps and got us moving and then we danced to the music.  This was followed by the usual tea and cake and biscuits and the raffle.  And just when we thought it was all over we had another dance before they left.

For our December meeting, our own Valerie Shepperson is going to show us all how, in our ‘hands on’ Christmas decorations for table or door.  If anyone wants to join us, please let us know so that we can tell you what you will need to make your wreath or table centre.
Our meetings begin at 7.45 and end around 9pm on the second Thursday of the month at The Pine Lodge.  Visitors and new members always welcome.  If you would like further information on any W.I. aspect please do not hesitate to telephone any of the following, Anne Hawkins 279526, Heather Peers 279627 or Shirley Thomas 278976
FRIENDS OF WELLS FARM
Most of the leaves have now fallen, but now is the time to look out for some amazing fungi on Wells Farm amongst the leaf litter and rotting wood. Some of the more interestingly named varieties include Jews Ears (growing on Elder), ink caps, beefsteak, “chicken of the woods” and shaggy parasols. We also have the occasional puffball which, when kicked, sends out a cloud of spores.

Last month we managed to clear the nettles back from hedge we planted along the Haseley Road. Amazingly, nearly all of the plants were still alive and should do well next year. The next work party will take place on December 5th from 10.30am. This time we will meet at the Barn in the farmyard where we plan to use the gravel to stop the gateways along the paths from becoming muddy and waterlogged. As time allows we will look to do a little more hedging. We expect to undertake another major hedging project early in the New Year and hope many of you can lend a hand then. 

BBOWT have informed us that they plan to do a hedge laying course for beginners and intermediates on the reserve on December 15th. If anybody is interested, please contact Nicole Clough who is organising the training (nicoleclough@bbowt.org.uk - 01865 775476).
Paul Jeffery (01844 278120)

ALLOTMENTS
The allotment holders met at the Lamb last month to reflect on this year’s successes, discuss issues and plan ahead for next year. There are several people on the waiting list for plots and so it was agreed to make use of the remaining unused areas to create some new plots. Rough areas will still be left for the wildlife such as grass snakes, toads and voles as it is important for the site to remain wildlife friendly, especially as some of the animals clear up the insects and snails!  We expect to be able to start re-allocating any free or new plots to those on the waiting list early next year.  

"Yup, gardening and laughing are two of the best things in life you can do to promote good health and a sense of well being."  -   David Hobson, The Mad Gardener .  With that in mind, what did Santa Claus say when he walked through Little Milton allotments?......."hoe, hoe, hoe".   Hope you do better in your Christmas crackers!
Kay Ward
THE VILLAGE SHOP REPORT
Well, it is that time of year again, and the Village Shop is heaving with Xmas goodies of all kinds to help you get through Xmas with as little stress as possible. We have the usual selection of amazing cards (check out the Polar Bear Cards & mugs) Christmas gifts, and Xmas foods to treat your family. We are as usual making up Xmas Hampers with a superb selection of fine foods for you and your loved ones- talk to Alison to place your orders.

We are also starting to serve Hot Soup to our customers, to answer the call for hot food on these cold days. The soups are excellent and deserve a try.

Xmas Opening will be on Wednesday, 1st December, between 6.00PM and 9.00PM, so come along and enjoy sampling our range of Xmas foods and, of course, our wines.

Our Next Wine Tasting will be on Wednesday, 15th December, from 8.00PM, featuring wines you would be delighted to serve with your Xmas dinner!

We would like to thank all of you lovely customers for your visits, and all of our volunteers for all their hard work. May we wish you all a very Happy Xmas and a Prosperous New Year!

Stuart McGill, Secretary, Little Milton Village Shop Ltd, 27909

SEWING GROUP

The sewing group met on Monday 22nd November and will not meet again until January 2011. 
THE LAMB PUB
Following my article on the same subject last month, I was contacted by a representative of Punch Taverns earlier this week. According to him, Punch Taverns have no intention of trying to sell the Lamb for anything other than as a pub, and I have also received verbal assurances from the Estate Agents handling the sale, Everard Cole, to the same effect, which must be good news for the Village as a whole
Stuart McGill 279092

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

I just wanted to write to say how lucky we are in the village to have such a fantastic firework night. 

The evening was organised by the Village Hall committee …and really well done. It was a brilliant display of fireworks that must have lasted nearly 20min continuously, fantastically coordinated to music and was stunning.  Jim Lovegrove (grumpy as he apparently lovingly known), Roger Spence and Bruce Shelton make a brilliant team working hard in the background to get everything just right. Ask anyone that went, the evening is amazing value for money not only do you have the display but you have food included in the ticket price. Year on year it gets better and better. So next year spread the word and put the date in your diaries as soon as you hear.

Sarah Jones

THAME & WHEATLEY RAMBLERS – DECEMBER 2010

Thursday 2nd
Meet at Whiteleaf Cross CP at 10:00am for a 7 mile circular walk via Loosley Row, through woods then open countryside. One steep climb near the end, but worth it for the views.  01844 213608.

Saturday 11th
Meet at Bledlow Church at 09:30am for a 7½ mile circular walk crossing golf course, Lodge Hill and Hempton Wainhill, crossing railway to Lower Icknield Way.  Pub stop.  01844 339969.
SENIOR CITIZENS CHRISTMAS MEAL

The Senior Citizens Christmas lunch this year will take place in the Lamb on Saturday December 11th. Pauline & Doug will be providing a delicious meal with all the trimmings. There will be the usual free ticket raffle etc. 
All those interested in coming please contact Janet Betts, Linda Lovegrove or Teresa Quested. This was much enjoyed last year so do come! Transport can be arranged.

So that we can make sure the turkey is big enough, can you please let us know by 5th December if you wish to attend
Janet Betts (278238), Teresa Quested (278922) & Linda Lovegrove (279535)

NEWS FROM THE PINE LODGE

November 6th saw a wonderful firework display set to music followed by hotdogs and home-made soup. It was a great display, much enjoyed by all those who attended. Our thanks to Jim, Roger and their team for the display and to Bruce for organising the music – all your work was much appreciated.

November 13th was quiz night and saw an exciting last round with the victors being just ½ a point in the lead! Thanks to Mike Pennick for providing such interesting questions!

Future events:

 Xmas Fayre- 4th December

Quiz  - January 29th (to be confirmed)
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Stuck for a Christmas gift idea?

Want something different?

Then we have the perfect gift for you!

*The Pine Lodge Gift Voucher*

6 month cinema club membership

Quiz night ticket & free drink

Alice in Wonderland ticket

Order your voucher at :

Little Milton Post Office

Or

Phone Kath on 01844 279438
NEIGHBOURS CLUB
When we arrived for our meeting on the 4th November there were people all over the place and we thought this is wonderful. Then we realized they were there for their flu jabs; Laura, one of the nurses from our surgery, had come to stab us all! We did, however, have twenty-five members and visitors to welcome Mrs Hulbert, always a firm favourite, who to-day had brought her holiday slides of Costa Rica and its wonderful wildlife.  As always she was brilliant. Also Anthea had brought along her BBONT stall with lots of Christmas goodies for sale. She made a total of £87 so was very pleased. Wednesday, the 17th November, was our outing to Wicksteed Park Christmas Special Show. Forty seven members and friends enjoyed a roast turkey lunch followed by an excellent musical programme. Also as an added bonus one of the Great Milton tables won the quiz and was presented with a bottle of wine.  On the 18th November we had twenty-eight members at our meeting when our entertainers were 
Maddy and Mo who, as will be seen from the maximum numbers present, we absolutely love.  Also it was a special birthday for Celia and for Dave Herrington and we had arranged a surprise birthday party for them.  It was a carefully kept secret and worked out brilliantly - they didn't have a clue! A very successful and happy afternoon.

Forthcoming Events - December

Thurs 2nd - T.B.A - 2.15 p.m.

Thurs 9th - Christmas Party - 1.00 p.m.

LITTLE MILTON CINEMA CLUB
at the Pine Lodge

Thursday 16th December 8pm

‘The Blind Side’
The story of Michael Oher, a homeless and traumatized boy

who became an All American football player and first round 

NFL draft  pick with the help of a caring woman and her family

Starring: Sandra Bullock, Quinton Aaron & Tim McGraw                                      
6 months membership available on the door

Adult/Child £10 

OAP £7.50
VIEW FROM VIEWS
In the end October did not turn out to be a bad month weather wise. I only measured 26mm rainfall, having said that, I think that we had half of that in the first week of November. Ultimately this did not prove to be too much of a hindrance as by then most of the autumn work was completed. This variable weather pattern did provide some very good conditions for our autumn planting, with all crops now through the ground and looking well. The biggest problem with crops looking so good at this time of year (we would say looking very forward) is that they tend to be very lush making them very susceptible to pests and diseases. Time alone will tell but it could mean an increase in the use of expensive chemicals.

I am delighted to say that after about a 5 year gap the golden plovers appear to have returned. We have seen these birds twice in fairly quick succession just lately albeit so far only a very small group. Interestingly enough they seem to have returned to the same spot as they always used to. They can usually be seen from the footpath that runs from Great Milton to the Cuddesdon turn. It has been concerning my lately that in spite of the measures we have been taking to encourage Partridge, there did not seem to be any evidence of them around. So in desperation we bought some ex game farm hens and let them loose. Now hey presto numerous there seems to be coveys of wild partridge all over the farm, well at least 2 or 3. These imported birds of course are not completely wild and in times of rain can be found sheltering under the farm vehicles around the yard. They are rather like domestic hens, nice to have about but will soon learn to live a normal partridge life.

There is an old saying in farming circles “up corn, down horn”, in other words when things are good for corn or arable farmers they are not so good for livestock farmers. We are in this situation at the moment with the price of wheat on the increase. This means not only an increase in the price of bread but also, of course, in the cost of animal feed. As some of the livestock sector is struggling at the present the future does not look too rosy. Don’t go away with the idea that this means that the arable farmers are going to be wealthy! What it really means is that those companies who sell us our seeds, fertilisers and chemicals see this as an opportunity to raise their prices, not to be reduced when prices fall again. What is really worrying is that it illustrates how a shortage in one part of the world can knock on through the global market but, more seriously just how precarious our global food supply is. At the moment I understand the consumer is being protected from higher food prices by the supermarkets, their profits are so high they are trying to prove that they are the not ogres we in the supply industry make them out to be. Translate that to the few dairy farmers that are left and a pig industry that is currently on its knees, and then argue against these large “industrial” dairies proposed in Lincolnshire. All of this is due to the squeezing of our returns in one way or another. 

A recent statement by the RSPB claims that the lack of starlings is, once again due to modern farming practices destroying all their habitat. I think this is a little rich in that we are now planting more trees than ever.  There is never any mention of motorways, vast building sites and development all over the country, all far more destructive to the environment. Why can’t these pressure groups try and work with us rather than putting our backs up all the time we are all trying to do our best within the financial constraints that we have. 

In the last month we have had the spending review which will, I guess, affect us all in different ways. I am glad to say it looks as if our conservation initiatives have been left alone. At least it means that wildlife will still get some of the same protection enjoyed over the past few years. Irony of ironies, one of the conservation initiatives that we have been encouraged to set up is to have a grass buffer strip around our fields.  We are only allowed to cut this area once every so often to encourage invertebrates and allsorts of creepy crawlies as a basic, bottom of the food chain, and feed for others. Now what do you think that the county council has just done? In times when they supposedly have to cut back on essential services, they have been cutting the roadside verges the other side of the hedge to our buffer strips. A totally unnecessary operation and total waste of money at any time, financial crisis or not, it beggars belief! 

As you will not be reading these pearls of wisdom again until next year I would like to wish anyone who has taken the time to read this, the sort of Christmas they are now looking forward to, and a superb 2011.

Charles Peers
THE MAPLE TREE CHILDREN’S CENTRE

An invitation to Grandparents!  

We would like to invite you to a week of festive activities with your grandchildren and their parents at our Stay and Play sessions in December.  Please join us for cake and a cuppa at the following events:

Monday 13th December, 2.00-3.30pm, Wheatley Young People’s Centre

Wednesday 15th December, 12.15-2.30pm, Wheatley Young People’s Centre

Friday 17th December, 9.30-11.30am, Great Milton Neighbours Hall

Workshops

We are taking bookings for a First Aid workshop for carers with children under five to be held on Tuesday 11th January.    We are also planning to run another baby massage short course and a workshop on child accident prevention in the home.  Please contact Debbie on 07988 159041 for more details and to reserve a place. 

Want to get the best out of family life?

We are delighted to be able to offer families the opportunity of joining us on the hugely popular Family Links Nurturing programme.  If you fancy a couple of hours to yourself each week, and be reminded of what a great job you are doing Family Links is for you!  Please contact Debbie on 07988 159041 or ask one of the team at our regular sessions if you would like to find out more.

Childminders, au pairs and nannies
You are all welcome to attend any of our activities, and we would love to see you!   We are also interested in hearing about any additional services you would like to see developed in the area for child carers.  Please contact Jenny on 07533 573746 or jenny.stoker@oxfordshire.gov.uk.

Thomley Hall Fun Day
And finally…thank you to all those who joined for a day of pumpkin carving and play at Thomely Hall Activity Centre.  It was fantastic to see everyone enjoying the facilities and sharing lunch at the centre.  We are always happy to support our local amenities – please do let us have your ideas for other trips.

Children’s Centres are a one stop shop for all young children, their parents, grandparents, childminders and other carers.  As well as running free and low cost play events for families, we also provide a range of information and advice about local children’s services, including health and education and outreach home support. Please contact Deborah Jackson for a programme or further information on 07988 159041 or email deborah.jackson@oxfordshire.gov.uk

Jenny Stoker 07533 573746 jenny.stoker@oxfordshire.gov.uk 
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GREAT HASELEY AND DISTRICT HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY
As I write this in mid November, the weather is stormy with a strong gusty wind.  It is important to protect those plants which are at risk.  I prune my tall roses to about half their height or new stems may be broken completely and the whole plant may be loosened in the soil.  The Italian cypresses have been tied at regular intervals along their height with garden twine; this can either be removed in the spring or allowed to rapidly cover with new growth and it will gradually rot away.  This serves to not only prevent wind damage, but also to help prevent the weight of any snow bending down branches.  I have noticed over the years we have lived here that the first snowfall often arrives just before Christmas and so I need to be ready.  When the snow comes it is important to brush it off trees and shrubs before the weight causes permanent damage to the branch structure.  In frosty weather don’t forget to put out fresh water for the birds on a daily basis. Meantime, continue to remove and compost fallen leaves which lie on evergreen shrubs or disfiguring damage may result.  Similarly lawn grass will be badly damaged by piles of wet, compacted leaves left on the surface.

In the vegetable garden sprouts will be ready to harvest for Christmas lunch and I am surprised to find I have purple sprouting broccoli in mid November, but I suspect there will be none for Christmas day.  Onions and garlic are showing shoots which will overwinter well, however, the same cannot be said for broad beans which I have yet again tried to grow from an autumn sowing for an early crop; last year the weather was too harsh so I live in hope.

When the weather is mild it is well worth continuing to weed, especially removing perennial weeds with strong root growth and preventing annual weeds from seeding.  When the weather is bad I find it more comfortable to study seed catalogues and plan for next year!

I am cheered by the bright yellow flowers which are opening on Mahonias and winter jasmine.  By the end of the month the first snowdrops will be visible if the weather is mild.  If you are fortunate enough to possess a Coronilla glauca ‘Citrina’, this will be flowering madly with strongly scented yellow flowers; although these are a little tender and need a sheltered sunny wall, they can survive even very hard weather.  Sadly mine survived the worst of the weather last winter only to die overnight in a late frost; I have yet to source another and I really miss it.  There will also be strong growth on alliums and grape hyacinths which will remind you that spring is not very so far away.  Indeed one year blends beautifully into the next as I can usually find at least one rose in the garden to brighten the New Year’s Eve dinner table.

Liz Moyses

PS Christmas Party 7.30 on 8th December in Great Haseley Village Hall
Liz Moyses
FARMER’S MARKET

GREAT HASELEY VILLAGE HALL

Sunday December 12th 10.am – 12.00 p.m.

Come along and enjoy the many different tables selling fruit, eggs, vegetables, meat cakes and many more.

You can sit down and simply read your Sunday newspaper whilst enjoying a bacon butty!

Deidre Mann 279334; Will Meadon 0771621
WHEATLEY LIBRARY 
A reminder of the opening times:

Tuesday 2.00 – 7.00 p.m: Wednesday 9.30 am. - 1.00 pm.: 2.00 5.00 p.m.

Thursday 2.00 – 5.00 p.m.: Friday 9.30 a.m. - 1.00 p.m.: 2.00p.m. - 6.00 p.m.

Saturday 9.30 a.m. – 1.00 p.m.
Contacts: 01865 875267; wheatley.library@oxfordshire.gov.uk
HENLEY CONSTITUENCY MP SURGERIES

DECEMBER 

11th
Chinnor Village Centre, High Street, Chinnor , OX39 4DH 


John Howell holds surgeries around the Henley Constituency. You do not have to wait for a surgery to come to your area to book an appointment. Surgeries are held on a Saturday morning between 10.00 a.m. and 12.00 noon.

If you would like a 15 minute appointment please ring 01491 613072

VOTE FOR - SUPERFAST BROADBAND - BT CHALLENGE THE MILTON EXCHANGE USERS AGAIN TO SIGN UP FOR FASTER BROADBAND BY FIBRE OPTICS. 
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BT is investing in the future of our internet by roling out next-generation fibre optic broadband.
Join The Race to Infinity today and your area couid be next to enjoy superfast speeds.
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http://www.racetoinfinity.bt.com/

THE BT CHALLENGE IS ON AGAIN:  Do you remember the old DIAL up modem to connect to the internet, slow ponderous and almost impossible?  Now we have got used to faster BROADBAND, however due to the age of BT’s Milton Exchange systems this too is now like the old dialup becoming comparatively slower than in larger towns and villages and a unreliable, connection dropping out and jerky feeds.  

WHAT IS IT: BT Infinity is our new fibre optic broadband with our most powerful connection to the Internet, giving you super fast broadband download speeds of up to 40Mb. Whether you're big on social networking, gaming, streaming, uploading or downloading, prepare to have your life transformed. We're investing in the future of our internet by rolling out BT Infinity fibre optic broadband across the country. 

So BT is tempting us with this superfast broadband if the users vote for it. As before they have calculated the % of the total household and business locations around the Haseleys and Milton’s of approx 1000 they require 889 of these to sign up at the BT INFINITY web site 

HOW TO GET IT - WHAT BT SAY -  Great Milton Oxfordshire – 

Sorry but your exchange is not eligible to win The Race to Infinity as it has fewer than 1000 premises.  We still want you to get involved so please go to 'VOTE NOW' to express your interest. 

If 75% of your exchange registers, BT will engage with your community to see what we can do in your area.  CURRENTLY signed up for this next stage are  - Percentage of votes 11.70%  104 votes have been cast out of a total of 889 to date.  Sign up now and the possibility of BT preparing to install fibre optic cable in the villages which will dramatically improve Broadband speeds but also allow TV and Video steaming as well. If you are interested got to BTs web site and sign up.                    http://www.racetoinfinity.bt.com

THE GREAT HASELEY ARCHIVE  
Invites you to a small exhibition about the village school past & present based on the information we could find and that we would like to share with you. We would also like to ask if you might be able to help with any missing information or just to see what or who you might recognise.The exhibition will be open on Saturday the 8th and Sunday the 9th January between 10am and 4pm. During this time we’ll have computers & scanners at the ready if you would like to share any information with us that we can then archive.Please feel free to drop into the Village Hall to have a look or to take part.
ORCHESTRA OF ST JOHN’S: CHRISTMAS ADVENTURES IN SOUND

Conductor John Lubbock

Christmas Music by Candlelight: Sunday 12th December 7.30 p.m. Dorchester Abbey

OSJ presents an evening of Festival favourites including Winter from Vivaldi’s Four Seasons: Tickets £25/£15

Handel’s Messiah :Saturday 18th December 7.30 p.m. Oxford Town Hall

Get into the Christmas Spirit with a performance by the critically acclaimed OSJ and OSJ voices. Tickets £25/£15
Christmas Carols Cushion Concert: Sunday 19th December 7.30 p.m. Ashmolean

OSJ Voices perform Christmas carols in this unusual yet stunning setting. Tickets £20

Tickets available online at www.OSJ.org.uk Call Oxboffice 0845 680 1926

A CELEBRATION OF CHRISTMAS

A spectacular evening of carols and celebrity readings

Christ Church Cathedral, Oxford

Friday 10 December 2010, 8.00 p.m.

Tickets from £15

To Purchase tickets call 01865 305 305

Or

Visit www.oxfordplayhouse.com/ticketsoxford
WE ARE MACMILLAN , CANCER SUPPORT
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Morland House Surgery

Dr A Harnden and Partners

Morland House Surgery, London Road, Wheatley, OX33 1YJ

Telephone: 01865 872448
Surgery hours are as follows: 
Monday to Friday: 8am to 6:30pm
Wednesday evening clinic from 6.30 – 7.20pm 

Please note these appointments are for commuters and working patients who find it difficult to attend the surgery during the day and don’t want to keep taking time off work for this. 

The surgery will only be open at this time for patients who have booked in advance.
Saturday-  8am to 11:20am

During Saturday opening you will be unable to contact the surgery by phone.  Please contact the surgery for more information. 
Should you urgently require a doctor during these times or when we are closed 
please call: 0845 345 8995

DEADLINE REMINDER – Please note that unless articles are in the hands of the Editor by the 20th of the month (unless otherwise stated), such articles will miss the scheduled Newsletter. The views expressed in this Newsletter are not necessarily those of the Editor or the Parish Council. All material for inclusion in the January 2011 Newsletter should be with the Editor at 27 Chiltern View, Little Milton, by 8.00 p.m. on 20th December 2010. The Editor reserves the right not to print items submitted for publication and to edit those items, which are published.
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

DECEMBER 2010
	Wed
	1st
	9.45 a.m.
	Babies and Toddlers Music Group Great Haseley 

	Thurs
	2nd
	10.15 a.m.
2.35 -3.00 pm.

3.05– 3.15 pm
	Great Haseley Baby and Toddler Group in Neighbours Hall Great Milton

Mobile Library – Village Hall

Mobile Library – Old Field

	Sat
	4th
	11.00 – 2.00 p.m.
	Christmas Fayre in the Pine Lodge

	Sun
	5th
	9.30 a.m.
	Holy Communion CW – St James’

	Mon
	6th
	10.30 a.m.
	Fitness/Yoga – Pine Lodge

	Tues
	7th
	7.30 p.m.
	Bell Ringing Practice – St James’

	Wed
	8th
	9.45 a.m.
8.00 p.m.
	Babies and Toddlers Music Group Great Haseley 
Parish Council Meeting in the Pine Lodge

	Thurs
	9th
	10.15 a.m.
7.45 p.m
	Great Haseley Baby and Toddler Group in Neighbours Hall Great Milton

WI meeting in Pine Lodge

	Sun
	12th
	9.30 a.m. 
	Said Communion -St James’ 

	Mon
	13th
	10.30 a.m.
	Fitness/Yoga – Pine Lodge

	Tues
	14th
	7.30 p.m.
	Bell Ringing Practice – St James’

	Wed
	15tth
	9.45 a.m.

	Babies and Toddlers Music Group Great Haseley

	Thurs
	16th
	10.15 a.m.

2.35 -3.00 pm.

3.05– 3.15 pm
8.00 p.m.
	Great Haseley Baby and Toddler Group in Neighbours Hall Great Milton

Mobile Library – Village Hall

Mobile Library – Old Field
Cinema Club ‘The Blind Side’

	Sun
	19th
	8.00 a.m.
5.30 p.m.
	Holy Communion BCP – St James’ 
Lessons & Carols – St James’ 

	Mon
	20th
	10.30 a.m.
	Fitness/Yoga – Pine Lodge

	Tues
	21st
	7.30 p.m.
	Bell Ringing Practice – St James’

	Wed 
	22nd
	9.45 a.m.

	Babies and Toddlers Music Group Great Haseley

	Thurs
	23rd
	10.15 a.m.

8.00 p.m.
	Great Haseley Baby and Toddler Group in Neighbours Hall Great Milton

Cinema Club ‘An Education’

	Frid.
	24th
	4.00 p.m.

11.30 p.m.
	Benefice Crib- St James’

Midnight Communion- St Peters

	Sat
	25th
	9.30 a.m.
	Christmas Morning Family Service at St Mary’s

	Sun
	26th
	10.00 a.m.
	Benefice Service at St Peter’s

	Mon
	27th
	10.30 a.m.
	Fitness/Yoga – Pine Lodge

	Tues
	28th
	7.30 p.m.
	Bell Ringing Practice – St James’

	JAN
	2011
	
	

	Sun
	2nd
	9.30 a.m.
	Holy Communion CW – St James’


KEY TELEPHONE NUMBERS

Age Concern

01844 279238

Janet Betts

Citizens Advice Bur.
01844 214827

Thame & District

Church: St James

01844 279498

Rev Victor Story (Rector)




01844 279150

Raymond Fergusson 







(Churchwarden)

Doctors


01865 872448

Morland Surgery




0845 345 8995

NHS Helpline




999


Medical Emergencies

Little Milton Shop
01844 279978

Alison Shelton (Manager)

Milk Deliveries

01865 792221

Dairy Crest

MUGA


Bookings for the courts are made at the Post Office
Neighbourhood Watch
01844 279468
               Mark Willis

Newsletter

01844 279150

Raymond Fergusson (Editor)
OCC


01865 792422

All enquiries

Parish Council

01844 279092

Stuart McGill (Chair)




01844 279150

Raymond Fergusson







(Clerk)

Pine Lodge

01844 278922

Teresa Quested (Chair)



01844 279535

Linda Lovegrove (Bookings)



0870 770 6880

24/7 Call out service
Police


0845 8505 505

Thames Valley Police
Post Office

01844 279001

Annie Rogers (Postmistress)
Public Transport

01869 241500

Heyfordian Travel




01296 399500

Red Rose Travel




0870 6082 608

Arriva

SODC


01491 823000

All enquiries

Southern Electric

0845 770 8090

Emergency Number
Thames Water

0845 9200 800

Emergency Number

Verdant


03000 610610

All enquiries
For all other numbers go to website www.littlemilton.org.uk
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