Newsletter May 2011
The Annual Parish Meeting was held on 11th May 2011 and was attended by seven Councillors, the County Councillor, the Clerk and six members of the public. A summary of the meeting is detailed below.

Chairman’s Report

Cllr. Stuart McGill stated that he wished to thank all the members of the Council for all their support to him as Chairman over the past four years and intimated that he had not put himself forward at the recent election. He stated that he had enjoyed serving on the Council and believed that a lot had been achieved. The Chairman took the opportunity of thanking each individual member and commented upon their particular attributes that he had found helpful and supportive.

The Chairman went on to present his report that embraced the key activities and achievements of the Council during the past year. The Annual Report will be distributed to all village households.      

Financial Report

The Clerk presented the key aspects of the Council finances for the year ended 31st March 2011 and a summary of the financial statement will be included in the Annual Report. A copy of the Council’s finances was provided to all in attendance. There were no questions from the floor.  

District Councillor’s Report

Mr John Nowell Smith took the opportunity of thanking the Parish Council for all the help and courtesy that they had afforded to him during his period of office as their District Councillor. He reported that he had not offered himself for re-election at the recent election. He stated that if the Council had the need to ascertain information on prior District Council matters then he would be happy to provide his support until the new District Councillor Mr Steven Harrod is embedded into the role.

The Chairman thanked Mr John Nowell-Smith for his support of the Council.

County Councillor’s Report

Mr David Turner reported to the meeting the committees that he had served on with Oxfordshire County Council during the past twelve months. He stated that the year had been dominated by the national economic climate and the cuts that have been made in Central Government grants to Local Authorities. He reported that the County Council had not increased the Council tax for 2011-12. David then went on to cover a number of specific issues that included, Highway & Pavement maintenance, Education, Children’s Centre for Great Milton, Bus Services, County Council review of speed limits & speed cameras, Youth Service, Libraries and Waste Collection sites.

He concluded by thanking the Parish Council for the positive way in which they had worked with him during the last year  and he looked forward to working with them in the forthcoming year.

The Chairman expressed the Council’s thanks for all his support. 
Report by Chair of Village Hall
Mrs Teresa Quested, Chairman of the Village Hall started her report by thanking all the committee who give so much of their time to keeping the hall in good order and for putting on a selection of different events throughout the year. She also thanked all the volunteers who help the committee in running events.

Teresa commented upon a number of events that the Village Hall Committee had put on during the year but a made special mention of the very successful production of Alice in Wonderland by the Oxford Touring Company as well as the very successful Royal wedding Party that attracted over two hundred people. 

She stated that the Committee had three main aims

· To provide a meeting place and venue for social events

· To support village life with a variety of events

· To support other charities by fundraising and subsidised rates for letting

Teresa explained the role of letting to “outsiders” was necessary to help defray the running costs of the hall as well as to allow a reduced letting rate for villagers but the committee tried to ensure that the level of outside hire did not impinge on the needs of the village. She hoped that the committee listened to the needs of the village and that they responded appropriately.

Teresa concluded her report by raising the issue of storage of equipment not only for the village hall but also other organisations and raised the question of the provision of a general storage area as a future project for the village.

The Chairman expressed the Council’s thanks for the work done by the Village Hall Committee with a special thank you to Teresa for the positive and energetic way she had chaired the Village Hall Management Committee.

Report by Little Milton Village Shop
Mr Mike Erwood, Chairman of Little Milton Shop Ltd, began his report by reflecting on the loss of vital community facilities over the last twenty eight years and how members of the community had fought hard to retain the Post Office in 1999-2000. He said it was a credit to the tremendous hard work and commitment of all those who planned and built a new larger shop and post office in 2009. The community shop (an Industrial and Provident Society run and owned by the community) and Post Office is jointly managed by Alison and Annie. He stated that there were around 250 community shops in the country and that we are one of the smaller communities and that means that we draw on our smaller population for the vital team of volunteer helpers and that made our task more challenging. He thanked the Team for all their support and asked for more support from the village.

He reported that the shop serves two markets: Little Milton and the surrounding area and passing trade from the A329. Both of these are vital to the success of the shop and post office. The turnover was around £120,000 for the year ending 31st March 2011and growing the business was a major task for the shop committee and shop management. Mike stated that coffee shop was an outstanding success, performing much better than had been expected. The passing trade continues to grow and the Post Office has seen significant growth since its move with increased custom from local businesses.

He concluded his report by thanking the village for its continued support as customers and helpers but pleaded that the shop really does need more helpers. 
Report on Little Milton School  
A report from the Governing Body of Little Milton School was read out by Cllr David Wakeling. The report highlighted the successful Ofsted inspection in February where the school was judges to be good with outstanding features with particular praise for the children’s behaviour, the standards of teaching and pastoral care. Although this was the same rating as the last Ofsted report it was in fact an improvement as Ofsted had “raised the bar” when making their judgements. The report stated that the 2010 SATS had achieved excellent results with every child achieving or exceeding their predicted levels/grades.

The report commented upon a number of events including the Maypole where the children gave a delightful performance and was well supported by the wider village community, families and friends and a number of past pupils.

The governors are grateful to the Reverend Victor Story for his weekly assemblies at school, his presence on the governing body and the services that he holds at St James’ throughout the year.

The report highlighted the work of The Friends Committee and the school were very appreciative of the essential funds that they raised to provide additional resources that are required to support the children.

The report concluded the numbers continue to grow as fourteen new children were joining the reception class in the next academic year.

Report by Chair of Orchard Pre School
Mrs Davina Guinness, Chair of Orchard Pre School, began her report by stating that “the last year at the Orchard had been a busy but successful one!”

Davina reported that he school had been awarded a rating of “Good”, with the unofficial feedback that the school was performing at the top end of the “good” category. The inspectors noted that the staff treat all the children as individuals, taking into account their particular needs and capabilities when lesson planning; and that the Orchard offers a wide range of interesting and stimulating activities covering all areas of learning.

Davina was delighted to report on the promotion of Clair Akers to the role of Deputy Supervisor who has recently completed her NVQ Level 3.

Davina went on to report that the Orchard is managed and supported by a team of volunteer parents and as result of Leslie McCaig’s departure as Chair after two years saw herself and Rachael Lane stepping into the roles of Chair and Deputy Chair respectively. 

Davina reported on the healthy state of the finances and highlighted a number of fund-raising events including a hugely successful Pamper Evening, Dog Show and Barn Dance. In addition to the fund-raising the Orchard benefited from substantial grants that went towards funding the outdoor play-area as well as the purchase of general equipment. She then went on to comment on the challenges of fluctuating numbers and a tendency for the children generally to be much younger as parents take advantage of the government’s extension of funded places for three year olds.

She concluded her report by thanking the staff of Rose Walker, Clair Akers, Helen Lovegrove and Sarah Green as well as to Linda and Jim Lovegrove for their generous support and continuing help.

The Chairman thanked Davina and the staff of the Orchard Pre-School for all their hard work in helping to maintain this long established Pre-School in the village

St James Church
Mr Raymond Fergusson, the churchwarden, gave a brief report on the “health” of St James’ Church.
He posed the question “Is the church needed?” in today’s society of falling church attendances and where less than 2% of the population attend regular church service. He put forward the view that in a small rural community the church was an essential part of the village fabric. The church served the community in ways that it is expected to do for weddings, baptisms and funerals but many of its members also played a role in all the village organisations. He thought that the church was a good example of Localism in practice as it depended upon a number of volunteers to carry out tasks such as grass cutting, flower rota, cleaning, and the management of the fabric.

He concluded his brief report by stating, that despite what is reported about churches and religion, the good work of many churchgoing people is helping to maintain St James’ as an important part of our village and equally as important helping to sustain our community. 

Parish Forum

Cllr Barry Coward expressed a vote of thanks to Mr Stuart McGill for his major contribution to the village and his service on the Parish Council over the past eight years.

EXTRACTS FROM PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
The Council meeting held on Wednesday 11th May was attended by six Councillors, the Clerk and one member of the public. The following are extracts from the minutes that the Council need to approve at the June meeting.

Election of Chairman of Council 

Cllr. Stuart McGill invited the Council members to nominate a member for the position of Chairman. Cllr, David Wakelin proposed Cllr. Alison Shelton but she declined to accept the position. Cllr. Mabel Wood proposed Cllr. Barry Coward. The Chairman asked if there were any other nominations but there were none. The Chairman asked the members to show their approval and the Council RESOLVED that Cllr. Barry Coward be appointed chairman for the forthcoming Council year. 

OCC Highway matters

The Clerk informed the meeting that he had received confirmation that OCC Highways would not restrict the access to the lay-by at Frogmore after a request from the Council to give it some consideration after the recent fly-tipping. The Council RESOLVED to monitor the lay-by and if necessary request South Oxfordshire District Council to consider some level of surveillance.

The Clerk reported that he had formally requested OCC Highways to re-paint the wooden gates at the entrances to the village and that he would keep the matter under review. 
Thames Water- Stadhampton Road

The Clerk stated that he had contacted Thames Water again in order to establish the progress on the damaged sewer that they had referred to. It transpires that Thames Water had confused an issue in Great Milton and had mistakenly referred the matter as a Little Milton incident. Thames Water concluded that infiltration was not proved as the flooding occurs in rainfall “events”. The ground level where the floods occur appears to the lowest point on the Rofford Lane Sewage Pumping Station (SPS) hence whenever the level builds up this area may flood. The capacity of the SPS at Rofford Lane may also require an investigation but this has not been confirmed to date. 

Millennium Plaques at the Cross

The Clerk informed the meeting that he had made an enquiry with Bronze Restorations about the deterioration of the Millennium plaques at the Cross. The company had responded and it would appear that plaques could have been exposed to a fruit based substance and it has caused the discolouration. The estimated cost of restoring the plaques was around £1,000. The Council RESOLVED that the responsibility of maintaining the existing feature rested with the Council. However they asked the Clerk to explore other alternatives so that the Council could review a range of options before making any final decision.

Crossing at Chippinghurst

The Clerk informed the meeting that he had proposed to Mr Harry St John that he should delay his presentation to the Parish Council on the proposed reorganisation of the rights of way in the Chippinghurst area until the County Council had determined the application by Mr Crawley on an existing right of way. The Council RESOLVED that it was happy to maintain its support for the proposed scheme that was broadly similar to one that had been supported by a previous Council in 1994. The Clerk was asked to inform Mr Harry St John.

Community Emergency Planning

The Clerk reported that he had spoken with Mr Ian Travers Smith at the Emergency Operations Centre of OCC and he had confirmed that the basic framework of the plan that had been completed was adequate at this stage. The Clerk stated that he had included a section within the plan on Snow as well as updating the contacts to include The Lamb and Age UK. The Council RESOLVED that Cllr Barry Coward should replace Mr Stuart McGill on the Emergency Management Team as result of the recent Parish Council election. The Council RESOLVED that the Clerk should send a copy of the amended plan to OCC for approval

Planning

P11/W0501: Ostler’s Brook: Demolition of conservatory and replace with two storey extension.
The Chairman read out an email from an adjacent neighbour that expressed some concern about the design of the roof. The Council discussed the application and although they had some concerns about the scale of the development relative to the site and the proximity of the adjacent property it RESOLVED that it had no strong views on the application and accepted that SODC would determine it as it considered appropriate

Annual Parish Report

The Chairman asked for any comments on the Parish Council Report for 2010-11 that had been prepared by the Clerk and had already been distributed prior to the meeting. The Council RESOLVED to accept the report as written. The Clerk stated that it would be distributed as a separate report with the June Newsletter.
The Parish Council will meet on Wednesday 8th June 2011 at 8.00 p.m. in The Pine Lodge Little Milton unless there is a need to convene any planning or other meetings. 
Please note that the complete minutes of the Council are now included on the Council website www.littlemilton.org.uk  after they have been approved by the Council. 
Freedom of Information Act – Parish Council Publication Scheme

The Freedom on Information Act 2000 (FOIA) provides rights of public access to information held by Public Authorities. The Parish Council adopted a new publication scheme on 1st January 2009. A version of the Publication Scheme will be available on the Council Website www.littlemilton.org.uk 

Residents can see the records of the policies and practices of the Parish Council
including minutes, financial information and responses to planning consultations, on request from the Parish Clerk.
Current Council members 

	Councillor Barry Coward ( Chairman)
	01844 278970

	Councillor Alison Shelton (Vice Chair)
	01844 278144

	Councillor Mabel Wood
	01844 279670

	Councillor Bertie Bright 
	01844 279131

	Councillor David Wakeling
	01844 278014

	Councillor Kate Daunt
	01844 279151

	Parish Clerk Raymond Fergusson
	01844 279150

fergie.milton1@btinternet.com


SODC: WASTE MANAGEMENT CONTRACT

For a charge of £68 residents can arrange for their unwanted vehicle to be collected from within the District and a charge of £20 for up to three bulky item e.g. fridge furniture etc. and a further £6.35 for each additional item. To arrange this service residents can call the Public Amenities Team on 01491 823416 or print a copy of the form from the Council’s website www.southoxon.gov.uk .
RUBBISH & RECYCLING: BANK HOLIDAY COLLECTIONS

Normal Date 



Revised Date
Tuesday 31st May



Wednesday 1st June

VERDANT: WASTE COLLECTION DATES –JUNE 2011
	
	Garden
	Non Recycle
	Recycle
	Food

	1st June **
	Yes
	No
	Yes
	Yes

	7th June
	No
	Yes
	No
	Yes

	14th June
	Yes
	No
	Yes
	Yes

	21st June
	No
	Yes
	No
	Yes

	28th June 
	Yes
	No
	Yes
	Yes


** Revised Date

WASTE RECYCLING CENTRES
The Oxfordshire County Council Waste Recycling Centres at Redbridge, Drayton (near Abingdon) and Oakley Wood are open seven days a week including Bank Holidays from 8.00 a.m. – 5.00 p.m. 

CHURCH CLEANING ROTA FOR JUNE
W/E 4th June


(
Mrs L. Lovegrove/ Mrs C Coward
W/E 11th June


(
Mrs A Jones/ Mrs S Holifield

W/E 18th June


(
Mrs. G. Taylor/Mrs H Ridley
W/E 25th June


(
Mrs A. Hawkins/Mrs E Summers

W/E 2nd July


(
Mrs. M. Davies/Mrs S A Dennis
CHURCH FLOWER ROTA FOR JUNE
W/E 5th June


(
Anne Hawkins
W/E 12th June


(
Sally Ann Dennis
 
W/E 19th June


(
Sally Ann Dennis

W/E 26th June


(
W/E 3rd July


(
Anne Hawkins
Teresa Quested (278922)
BELL RINGING PRACTICE DURING JUNE
Saturday 4th June


(
9.30 am – 10.00 a.m. (visitors)

Tuesday 7th June


(
2.30 p.m. to 3.30 p.m. (visitors)





(
7.30 pm to 9.00 pm
Sunday 11th June

(
10.30 pm to 11.00 a.m.

Tuesday 14th June

(
7.30 pm to 9.00 pm
Tuesday 21st June

(
7.30 pm to 9.00 pm

Tuesday 28th June

(
7.30 pm to 9.00 pm


Raymond Fergusson 279150
GRASS CUTTING ROTA JUNE
W/E 4th June


(
Raymond Fergusson
W/E 11th June


(
David Hawkins
W/E 18th June


(
Phil Jones

W/E 25th June


(
Dave Arnold

W/E 2nd July


(
Miles Swabey-Collison 
GREAT MILTON METHODIST CHURCH Minister: Revd. Adam Jackson Tel: 01865 714163
SUNDAY SERVICES IN JUNE
	5th
	11.00 a.m.
	Morning Service led by Peter Honeyball

	12th
	11.00 a.m.
	Morning Service led by Sue Barratt

	19th
	11.00 a.m.
	Morning Service led by Revd. Pamela Baker

	26th
	11.00 a.m.
	Morning Service led by Revd. Adam Stevenson

	29th
	TBC
	Morning Service led by Jennifer Thompson


FROM THE RECTORY

FROM THE REGISTERS.
We congratulate Geoffrey Willoughby and Julie Joan Palmer who were married in St. James’ on Saturday 21st May. Please do remember them as they begin the new adventure of married life.

LITTLE MILTON CHURCH FÊTE.
This will be held on Saturday 18th June at 2.00 p.m. in Little Milton manor, by kind invitation of Mr. and Mrs. Simon Oddie. The Church Fête is always a very special occasion when we all come together to have a lovely time. There will be all the usual attractions as well as many other things for us to enjoy. Our Fête Committee has been working diligently over these last months to ensure that all will be in place for the day. Do come along, and bring your friends with you. Elsewhere in the Newsletter you will see the details of the afternoon. Come along and enjoy yourselves, we shall look forward to seeing you all.

WE ARE A BENEFICE.

I often think we need to remind ourselves that our benefice consists of three parishes and three churches, and not just one. I say that so that should you feel the particular service you enjoy does not happen that Sunday in your own church, a warm welcome awaits you in the others. Similarly events take place in our other parishes which you might feel would interest you. Don’t be afraid, a warm welcome does await you.

This month, for example, we have Great Milton’s Church Fête on the 11th June and later on in the month in Great Haseley Church on Sunday the 26th June at 3.30 p.m. we have Magdalen College Oxford Choir for Sung Evensong, and a commemoration and celebration of the 400th Anniversary of the publication of the Authorized Version of the Bible. One of my predecessors at Haseley all those years ago was one of the scholars involved in this work which has been a mainstay for the English speaking world ever since.   

WITHOUT END.

This Spring and Summer we will have weddings in our Church, and our minds are still full of the Royal Wedding. Perhaps this little piece from Susan Hill’s “The Magic Apple Tree” will set us thinking.

After a spring wedding in a country church.

We went inside the church and the air still seethed quietly with the wedding that was just over, it was warm with all the breaths of the people and sweet flowers and scent. We stood very still by the altar, looking at a great vase of white and yellow narcissi and apple blossom and I felt the imprint of this marriage service somehow sinking gently down and down on to us and being imprinted onto the fabric of the church itself, into the stone of the walls and the brass of the rails and the stained glass of the windows, being absorbed, every hymn and anthem and voluntary, every blessing and vow, every petitionary prayer, every praise in the morning and thanksgiving at evening, every bidding of welcome to a child and of farewell to a dead soul.

The church was empty apart from my daughter and me, and it was not empty at all. She felt it, too. She wandered quietly about, touching this and that, talking a little to herself.

We closed the great door carefully, let down the latch, in case a bird would get in and be trapped.

Outside, there were white and pink paper petals on the ground, and spring sunshine

Victor Story 01844 279498
ROYAL WEDDINGS
At the end of April we all sat glued to our televisions to watch and to share in as best we could the wedding of Catherine Middleton with Prince William.
In our own benefice this year I will have the privilege of marrying a number of couples. Each wedding is special, and each wedding is unique. There is an ancient Christian tradition that every bride and groom on their wedding day is regarded as a royal couple. To this day in the marriage ceremonies of the Eastern Orthodox Church crowns are held over the man and the woman to express the conviction that as husband and wife they are kings and queens of creation.
On a wedding day it is made clear that God does not intend us to be puppets but chooses to work through us, and especially through our marriages, to create the future of this world. Marriage is first of all a new creation for the partners themselves. As husband and wife live out their vows, loving and cherishing one another, sharing life’s splendours and miseries, achievements and setbacks, they will be transformed in the process.

A good marriage is a way of life, as the poet Edwin Muir says:

“Where each asks from each

What each most wants to give;

And each awakes in each

What else would never be.”

This is the way of married love. We give out of what we have been given and in doing so we bring one another into fuller being. We should honour marriage and indeed all committed relationships.
Because marriage is an entry into the mystery of spiritual life in which we discover that the more we give of self, the richer we become in soul, the more we go beyond ourselves, the more we become our true selves. Of course as the reality of God has faded from many lives there has been an inflation of expectation that personal relations, alone, will supply meaning and happiness in life. This is to load our partners with too much pressure. We are all incomplete and we all need the love, which is secure, not oppressive, and we all need mutual forgiveness to thrive. That is why we marry in the sight of God who is the source of such perfect love.
God our Father you have taught us that love is the fulfilling of the law; grant to those who have entered into holy matrimony that loving one another they may continue in your love unto their life’s end, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

On any and every wedding day my hope and prayer is that it will be the first of many happy days for each “royal couple”.

Victor 01844 279498
BENEFICE SERVICES FOR JUNE
	
	GREAT 

MILTON

St Mary’s
	LITTLE MILTON

St James’s
	GREAT HASELEY

St Peter’s

	Thursday

2nd June

Ascension Day
	Holy Communion
7.30 p.m.
	
	

	Sunday

5th June

	Holy Communion

BCP

8.00 a.m.
	Sung Communion

CW
9.30  a.m.
	Family Service

With Baptism

11.00 a.m.

	Sunday

12th June

	Sung Communion

CW
9.30  a.m.
	Family Service

11.00 a.m.
	Holy Communion

BCP

8.00 a.m.

	Sunday

19th June

	Family Service

With Baptism 
11.00 a.m.
	Holy Communion

BCP

8.00 a.m.
	Sung Communion

CW
9.30  a.m.

	Sunday

26th June

	
	Benefice
Holy Communion

10.00 a.m.
	Choral Evensong

With the Choir of Magdalen College, Oxford

3.30 p.m.


CHRISTIAN AID WEEK NEWS
Following on from the Lent lunches the week was marked by house-to-house collections together with a School Assembly. In Assembly we watched a DVD detailing the work of SOPPEXCCA, a Christian Aid Partner Organisation based in Nicaragua. SOPPEXCCA enables the coffee growers to join together in a co-operative sharing equipment and obtaining a fairly traded price for their coffee. Following the video the children joined together in pairs or small groups to write some wonderful ‘coffee bean’ prayers! The final total raised by the Lent lunches, house-to-house collections and any Church collections given to Christian Aid will be printed in next month’s newsletter. Thank you everyone who supported and/or took part in Christian Aid Week this year. It is very much a joint effort!

Sally Ann Dennis

LITTLE MILTON CHURCH FETE SATURDAY 18th JUNE 2.00 p.m.

The traditional annual Church Fete here in Little Milton is being planned and the final details put in place. In the beautiful settings of the Manor it promises, as always, to provide entertainment and something for all ages. Raymond Blanc is planning to open the Fete and the weather of course will be perfect!  

We are dependent on the support of the village as a whole to run the magical event and there are amazing individuals who relentlessly work year after year to make the Fete what it is ....spectacular.

However, we always need more help and anyone willing to help in any way with as little or as much time and energy to spare will be made very welcome it really is good fun. Please give me a ring if you can assist whether waitressing, helping set up/ take down, collect items for stallholders, leaflet distribution, working on stalls the list is endless. 

We also are now collecting various items for stalls the contacts are:
	Stall

	Contact
	Phone No
	Items needed

	Teas and Refreshments
	Theresa Quested
	278922
	Waitresses, helpers
Cakes & Bakes

	Cake and Food Stall
	Jane Willis

Christine Jeffrey
	279468

278424
	Cakes & Bakes
Savouries

	Bric a Brac
	 Ian  & Sally Anne Dennis
	278029
	Good quality items

E.g. pictures, crockery,

Pottery etc

	Tombola
	Geoff  Barker & Julie 
	279039
	Unwanted gifts

Toiletries, Chocs etc

	Bottles
	Lesley McCaig

Jo  Preston
	278244

279788
	Bottles ranging from ketchup to champagne!

	Jams & Pickles
	Sarah Oddie
	278803
	Preserves of all kinds

	Books /CD’s and DVD’s
	Ann & David Hawkins

Eleanor Summers
	279526

278169
279450
	Books

CDs and DVD’s

	Plants
	Joyce Inge
	279538
	Plants of various kinds

	Children’s Tombola
	Melissa Simms
	279692
	Toys, puzzles


Sarah Jones 278120

Bric a Brac Stall for the Fete 

We welcome any donations of good quality Bric a Brac for the stall…from cups and plates, toys, furniture (not too bulky!) to ornaments, household gadgets, old (working) appliances, pictures etc etc… Please phone 278029 (Ian and Sally Ann) or 279471 (Mary) to arrange for delivery/collection and storage of items before the Fete.
S.A. Dennis
Bottle Stall
♫♫    10 green bottles wanted for the stall,

10 green bottles wanted for the stall

And if you have any bottles, please give us a call.

Then there’ll be enough green bottles for one and all  ♫♫

Please support the fete’s Bottle Tombola Stall by donating ANY bottles you can spare from Champagne to Chardonnay, Lemonade to Rinse Aid!  Call Jo (279788) or Lesley (278244), drop off at Penn House or call Lesley for her to collect.  Don’t wait until the day before, we’re happy to accept bottles now.  Thank you

LITTLE MILTON WI
After the resolutions voting, which was a unanimous ‘AYE’, and the short ‘business’ discussion about available outings and events, what is going on and recent happenings, to keep everyone in the picture, we got down to the fun part of the evening.  Members and guests, about twenty in all, seated around small tables with chequered cloths is true ‘cafe’ style, listened eagerly to Stuart’s introduction of each bottle of wine before tasting, so that not only did we know where it came from and its history but what we should expect to taste in each particular wine. We discussed what we did and didn’t like which brought to mind ‘wine’ experiences and little anecdotes which caused much laughter and soon the room became very noisy.  It was agreed that as well as enjoying the tasting we were also learning a lot more about wine, a very pleasant lesson indeed. Thanks to Stuart.  

Our next meeting will be on Thursday 9th June.  The speaker will be from R & J Nickless Apiaries, the subject, Bee Keeping.  Please do join us if you can.  The cost for non-members for the evening is £3 including tea and biscuits.

Our meetings begin at 7.45pm and end around 9pm on the second Thursday of the month at The Pine Lodge, unless otherwise stated.  Visitors and new members always welcome.  If you would like further information on any W.I. aspect please do not hesitate to telephone any of the following, Eleanor Summers 278169, Anne Hawkins 279526 or Shirley Thomas 278976

NEWS FROM THE PINE LODGE
The last few weeks have been busy at the Pine lodge with a variety of events for all the village. 
We had an amazing turnout for the Royal Wedding Party with over 200 people enjoying a pig roast and live music and the weather stayed dry if very chilly! Thank you to all those who helped with the catering by providing a fantastic range of salads and desserts.
The last quiz night of this season was very busy with 11 teams competing for the cup. Look out in the August newsletter for the date of the next quiz in September. The Pine Lodge would like to thank our 3 quizmasters-Mark Platts, Mike Pennick and Jo Preston- for all their hard work designing such interesting questions.

NEWS FROM THE PINE LODGE (cont)

Dates for your diary:

AGM June 15th at 7.30pm

Teresa Quested

FRIENDS OF WELLS FARM
Last month we managed to clear the gateways of nettles to make access a little less painful. At this time of year nettles grow fast and the best way to slow them down is to pull them with their roots instead of just cutting them. The number of insects is now increasing rapidly, bringing our summer visitors such as our swallows and swifts. I have already seen young grasshoppers in May (called instars), and a few different species of blue butterfly which shows that the summer is nearly upon us.

The June work party will take place on Sunday June 5th from 10am. We are restricted due to BBOWT machinery troubles and we will therefore switch our attention to treating the allotment shed with wood preservative. All allotment holders are welcome to help as many hands will make light work of the job. If anybody has a one of the pump fence sprayers I could borrow I would much appreciate it. 

Paul Jeffery (Tel: 278 424 Email: Paulj201@hotmail.com)
FRIENDS OF LITTLE MILTON SCHOOL 200 CLUB

The prize wining numbers were as follows:
April 2011







1st Prize

No 51
Bill & Shirley Thomas


£16

2nd Prize
No 41
John & Sylvia Heath


£12


3rd Prize 
No 8
Lucy Shelley



£8


May 2011
1st Prize

No 49
Sarah & Phil Jones


£16

2nd Prize
No 47
Jill Hoban



£12


3rd Prize 
No 36
Claire George



£8
Many thanks
Mrs Diane Austin Little Milton School
SEWING GROUP

Thank you, Gill, for hosting the group last month…when several of the appliquéd buttons were stitched to the Friendship Quilt. Our date for meeting as a sewing group will be Wednesday 15th June from 11.00 onwards, meeting at Spring and Well Cottage, the home of Mary Davies. It is helpful if you can telephone Mary on 279471 a couple of days beforehand if you would like lunch!
Sally Ann Dennis 278029

NEIGHBOURS CLUB

On the 5th May we held another of our ever-popular Bring and Share lunches. As always on these occasions the tables were groaning under the amount of food brought along and also as always practically all of it disappeared, as did the wine and chocolate mints. On Wednesday, the 11th May, forty-nine of us set off on our outing to the Silk Mill at Whitchurch and then on the Winchester.  The Silk Mill is a Grade II listed watermill built on the River Test in Hampshire in 1800 during the reign of King George III. Silk has been woven here since the 1820/1030s.  The mill produces high quality silks to order for theatrical costumes, interior designs and historic houses.  At the moment they are weaving for a restoration project and a number of churches.  Their silk has also been used for the TV drama Downton Abbey which was filmed at Highclere Castle.  One bobbin holds an amazing 12 miles of silk.  We then went on the Winchester where, for many of us, the main attraction was the Cathedral.  Building started on the Cathedral in 1079 and it was consecrated in 1093 when the Old Minster (built in 648) was demolished.   We were able to explore more than 1000 years of history in Europe’s longest medieval Cathedral, home to the beautiful illuminated Winchester Bible, c.1200 wall paintings and medieval carvings or we could just sit and listen to an orchestra playing and drink in the awe and wonder of this magnificent building.  On emerging into the sunshine it was almost obligatory to visit the Cathedral cafe for a cup of tea/coffee and a slice of coffee cake to die for!! There are, of course, numerous museums, shops and eateries in Winchester to keep us occupied.  All went well with our return journey until coming up the hill into Garsington when our coach completely died.  Of course narrow road, steep hill, and wide coach - not good!  A replacement coach eventually arrived by which time most of us had found our own way home, thanks to mobile phones, family members and very kind neighbours.  Thanks to them all.

 

Forthcoming Events - June

Thur 2nd - Neighbours Club 50th anniversary tea party at The Study Centre, Views Farm - 2.15 p.m.

Thur 16th - T.B.A - 2.15 p.m.

Wed 22nd - Outing to Northampton, Kelmarsh Hall and Gardens plus W.I tea.

Thur 30th - Flower arranging competition - 2.15 p.m.
Joyce Price
LITTLE MILTON CINEMA CLUB
at the Pine Lodge

Thursday 23rd June 8pm

‘The Black Swan’
A psychological thriller set in the world of New York City ballet
Starring Natalie Portman

************                                     

6 months membership available on the door

Adult/Child £10 

OAP £7.50

20 / 20 CRICKET MATCH –V- GREAT MILTON

Our fifth annual cricket match against Great Milton will take place on Wednesday 22nd June, at 6.30 pm. at Great Milton  Honours are even in this titanic struggle after four matches.  Anybody who wishes to play please contact me on 279468. Please come along and support your cricket team.
Mark Willis
FRIENDS, ROMANS, GOLFERS – LEND ME YOUR PUTTERS!
Whilst quietly enjoying myself at the William & Kate Celebration Party (Village Hall!) I fell into a pit of vipers where Willis (of the Steve variety) was taking the part of King Cobra (driver). This bunch of hoodlums persuaded me to organise a Summer Village Golf Day at Royal Hadden (Hadden Hill to you!) So, the date is Friday 8th July – first tee time 9.30 a.m. Cost is £20 for the round, bacon bap and coffee.

Both sexes are warmly invited- if there’s a 3rd, they can come too, with friends, relatives or others associated with Little Milton. It will be a stableford competition run on the same lines as our Christmas outing. Any gifts you are able to provide will be useful for prizes-so ring me on 279526 (or leave a message with details) with your entry and handicap details by Friday 1st July
The Luddite
WHEATLEY LIBRARY 
A reminder of the opening times:

Tuesday 2.00 – 7.00 p.m: Wednesday 9.30 am. - 1.00 pm.: 2.00 5.00 p.m.

Thursday 2.00 – 5.00 p.m.: Friday 9.30 a.m. - 1.00 p.m.: 2.00p.m. - 6.00 p.m.

Saturday 9.30 a.m. – 1.00 p.m.

Contacts: 01865 875267; wheatley.library@oxfordshire.gov.uk
VIEW FROM VIEWS 
Swallows last month, cuckoo this, first heard (only just) at Views about 10th April, we can hardly say that spring is in the air or that summer is coming, we’ve had it all already! “Ash before the oak we’re in for a soak, oak before the ash and we’re in for a splash”. Well, this year the oak was well into leaf before the ash and if true this does not signify much rain in the near future. 
It seems to me that the weather over the last 7 or so months while too early to comment on wildlife has upset a lot of plants. Starting with the very early and somewhat severe cold snap, some have not survived and then spring started late and finished early. 

I reckon that although the blossoms have been terrific this time, by the time this is read most will be over or at least over earlier than normal. The frosts we had in mid to late April seems also to have affected the ash in particular with a lot of blackened leaves, I guess this is because being later than other trees they were young and tender at a critical time, but hopefully with the fruit blossoms being earlier they will have escaped. 
Something else strange, I have been intrigued to note a bush in a hedge between here and Wheatley (this is on the left hand side just before the old railway bridge as you go towards Wheatley) there is a section, I think probably two single bushes, covered in what looks like cobwebs and crawling with caterpillars. Probably by the time you read this they will have disappeared. This is most extraordinary, why this year and why that bush? Never seen the likes before as far as I can remember. These, I would think are all caused by exceptional weather conditions.

	


Now that it has rained and my did we need it, will it ever stop, or will we get our summer back? It does seem as though we could be going to have that barbeque summer promised 2 years ago, better late than never!  At the moment it is a very welcome break in a very long dry period. We measured only 2mm rainfall in April and only 7mm in March. It is too early to be able to assess what damage the dry has done. 
To me it is most extraordinary that there has been any substantial growth at all this spring, the footpaths that I normally cut around the farm do not usually need a cut before the end of May but this year they will have needed a second cut by then. I also notice that some of my neighbours have already cut grass for silage. This is some three weeks early. 
The first rain on 7th and 8th May produced about 10mm and what wonderful rain it was too, starting slowly to soften the top, then real heavy rain that was able to soak in. I could not believe how deep in the soil the moisture had permeated. On inspecting a crop of wheat the other day I noticed that on the heavier ground where the moisture retention had been better the crop was about on target for normal harvest times with the embryo ear just visible in the stem but in lighter areas where it is suffering from the dry period, it is practically out in ear. Winter barley is well into ear at about the right stage as is the oilseed rape. After the rain, the relief to everything was obvious. All the birds were singing their hearts out and it was incredible to see how quickly the grass recovered by that Sunday evening. In other words 24 hours after the first drop fell the grass had greened up and you could see actually see the growth. 
The sixty four thousand dollar question is what will the outcome of this dry spell be on our yields? With world food supplies at an all time low and predictions that vast areas of the US are not likely to be very productive, not to mention China and Russia’s produce appearing a little precarious. All things seem to point to difficult times ahead.

DEFRA have once again excelled themselves in spending our money! Why do we let government offices get away with this sort of wanton waste? I have written before about farm mapping. It appears that almost every time we agree our field sizes with DEFRA they send us a new set of maps with different figures. The problem is that every time this process is carried out we seem to end up with a smaller farm. When a second revision was instigated a few years ago, we were one of the lucky 10% to have a physical inspection, where each field was measured manually and virtually every group of trees, buildings or waste ground was taken out. We then agreed these areas with the inspector and signed the maps, all done and dusted we thought! However, within six months we had a fresh set of maps. These were completely wrong, giving us a neighbour’s field (about 8 hectares), including areas that we no longer owned (about1 ha) plus various other small changes (about 0.75 ha), in total almost 10 hectares (25 acres) discrepancy. Some months later we were invited to attend a mapping clinic where we could review our maps with DEFRA reps and clear up any anomalies. So along we went and were told, after we had stated that we had agreed all areas only six months prior to this set of maps, that that measurement was being disregarded in favour of satellite imagery. I ask you, what a waste, especially as all the above mistakes had been corrected, a fact to which we had not been informed.  Now they are saying that bona-fide farmers will get paid their subsidies before those with just amenity land such as pony paddocks as this gums up the works, (some farmers do not get paid until about 9 months late causing severe financial pressure). What actually gums up the works is that if anyone has a query they are not paid until it is completely sorted out, why they cannot pay an interim of say 80% until all is sorted beggars belief.

The foxes are active at the moment. Vixens, with hungry cubs are desperate for food and seem to think that our free range chickens are outside just for their benefit. I try to tell them not to bother as being laying hens our chickens do not have a lot meat on them, but I can’t make them listen and these wily yet blatant foxes still help themselves to our flock, so at the moment we are patrolling nightly and trying to “discourage” their activities. However these are animals and this is nature and not the abnormal weather so for once we cannot blame that!
Charles Peers
PS

Since writing this months Views From Views I have learnt via an article in the Telegraph, that the cobwebs on the hedgerows are caused by the larvae of the Ermine Moth, having consulted the internet it seems they are not uncommon and appear harmless, not sure that the plants affected would agree!
 
VILLAGE SHOP NEWS
Lazy Days and Crazy Days……

For those Lazy Days when the sun is shining and you’ve time to enjoy the company of friends or eager to just bump into someone local, the Village Shop provides delicious coffee or refreshing tea accompanied by irresistible cakes or an ice-cream treat.  There’s always someone to chat to, a magazine to browse and, of course, outside space to occupy the children.

For those Crazy Days when there are not enough hours in the day and there’s nothing for tea, the Village Shop provides a takeaway drink, a delicious fast sandwich, plus nearly a whole dinner party – with Harlesford Farm (Tetsworth) fresh meat, recipe ingredients such as Thai Paste and dried herbs, Oxford Cheese Company cheese, Benji’s luxury ice-cream and an amazing wine selection.  (Or Heinz beans, sliced bread, cheddar cheese and a can of Coke!).

We aim to provide all this village needs in terms of grocery basics, luxury treats coupled with friendly service and local advice (if needed!).  You’ll find the familiar and the new in the shop.  Please visit us, shop with us and support us!

We do have gaps in our volunteer rota and would value more help over the busy Summer months when the Coffee Shop is often full and we all take time off for holidays.  Please do consider whether you might be able to help – an hour a month is still helpful or an offer of short-term help is welcome (home from college, waiting for a new job to start?).  Alison and Annie are always happy to chat about volunteering and what’s involved.  Can we tempt you to come along and meet other volunteers at our forthcoming Volunteer get together?

All volunteers, and those wanting to find out more about volunteering, are invited to a Volunteer evening - an informal get together of socialising (drinks, nibbles, chat ) and ideas sharing (news and views) at the Village Shop on Friday 10th June at 7:30pm.  A great chance to meet other volunteers, help make your shop even better and enjoy the coffee shop facilities as a visitor – you sit down, the shop management committee will serve you! 
Leslie McCaig
Wine Club

As you all by now know, the Wine range in the Village Shop is built with one objective in mind-to create the best wine range for any Village Shop anywhere. We hope to achieve this through regular Wine Tastings at the Wine Club, where 7 new wines are tasted and tested every month.
Last month we verged on the daring-three Rieslings were sampled, from Germany and Alsace, and one outstanding example emerged- Dr Ernst Loosen Shieferberg.  In the reds, an even more astonishing find-an Australian Shiraz, Cabernet, Merlot called Cleanskin-whose aroma was pure blackcurrants. Both are now added to the range!
Membership of the Wine Club is £10 for 6 months, with the opportunity to sample 42

wines in that time-or just 24p per wine! The next Wine Club is on Wednesday, 22nd June, at 8.00pm at the shop.
Stuart McGill-279092
WHEATLEY PARK SCHOOL – Specialist Media Arts College
Developing our links with the local community

Here at Wheatley Park School, we have more wonderful, creative events ahead of us and hope that you will be able to join us for them. You do not need to have a connection with the school and will be very welcome to come to our events and meet some of our students and staff.

On Thursday 30th June at 7pm, we will be holding our Midsummer Night Concert. This promises to be a treat for everyone with a wonderful evening of music and drama.  The concert will take place in the Main Hall at the school. Tickets will be available on the door at £4 (£2 concessions).

If you like the visual arts then why not visit our Art Show on Friday 8th July from 6pm to 8pm and Saturday 9th July from 12pm to 4pm. The show will be held in the school’s Old House, the magnificent grade 2 listed arts building, and will exhibit a variety of work including GCSE & A level art & photography.

Finally Wheatley Park School will be celebrating its 40th anniversary on Saturday 9th July from12pm to 5pm with an exhibition entitled ‘40 Years of Wheatley Park School 1971-2011’ in the school archive and the Farndell Library. Tea will be served from 2pm so please come and join many former members of staff and re-live old times. Any artefacts for the archive before the event, e.g. photographs, reports, exercise books, would be welcomed. Please leave these at the school reception for the attention of Kevin Heritage with your name and contact details.

For more information about any Arts event, please contact Mellie Budge, Community Arts Manager on 01865 872441 on ext. 118.

THAME & WHEATLEY RAMBLERS – JUNE 2011

Saturday 4th
Meet at Hambleden (car park behind the Stag and Huntsman PH) at 10:00am for a 9 mile walk to Homefield Wood (BBOWT) to see orchids, then to Pullinghill Wood and Medmenham. Bring a picnic.  Sorry, no dogs allowed.  01865 358905.

Sunday 12th
Meet at Bledlow (Church End) at 10:00am for an easy circular 5½
 mile walk via Horsenden, Saunderton and Lodge Hill. Children 
and dogs welcome. 07767 647714.

Sunday 19th
Meet at Wheatley (car park at rear of the King & Queen PH) at 
10:00am for a leisurely 6 mile walk via Horspath, Denton 
and Cuddesdon.  01865 874300.

Saturday 25th
OXFORDSHIRE RAMBLERS ANNUAL PICNIC.  11½ mile 
walk to Abingdon starting at Clifton Hampden (public car park 
opposite the Barley Mow PH) at 09:30am. Bring a picnic.
 01844 213608.
Thursday 30th
Meet at Long Wittenham (the Northmoor Trust Neptune Wood car park off Little Wittenham Road) at 10:00am for a 6 mile walk exploring the plantations of Neptune Wood, Paradise Wood and Broad Arboretum and then over Wittenham Clumps. Sorry, no dogs allowed.  01844 215624.
IN TOUCH WITH YOUR MP
John Howell MP holds regular sur​geries around the Henley Con​stituency. You do not have to wait for a surgery to come to your area to book an appointment. When you ring we will spend a few minutes with you to try to un​derstand your concern or prob​lem and to make sure that John is the best person to help you. When he is not, we will direct you 
to your local parish, dis​trict or county councillor or the appropriate organisation to help. We may also be able to help you without you having to wait for a surgery appointment. We will always try to find the quickest and most effective way to help. 
Surgeries are held on a Satur​day morning between 10.00am and 12.00 noon. If you would like to reserve a 15 minute appointment please ring 01491 613072.

June 2011
11th June
Committee Room, Town Hall, Henley-on-Thames RG9 2AQ 


More information on my work is available on my website www.johnhowellmp.com
THAME AND DISTRICT CITIZENS ADVICE
[image: image1.png]the charity for
your community





TAX CREDITS

If you've been getting tax credits, you should have received an annual review pack (called a ‘renewals pack’) from HM Revenue and Customs (HMRC). 
Make sure you look at this pack and fill in any forms you need to as soon as possible – the deadline is 31st July. You must do this even if you are no longer getting any money or expect payments to end soon.
If you don't do this by 31st July:

· you may have to repay any money you've received since 6 April 

· if you're still getting payments, these will stop.
HMRC need you to look at the pack so that they can work out how much your payments should be for the current tax year and make sure they paid you the right amount for the last tax year.
Read through the pack carefully to check that all the information about you is correct and whether you need to contact HMRC - you can either do this by phone, or by sending your form back by post to the Tax Credit Office.
Sometimes it can be difficult to work out what information to put on the form. If you need help filling in the form, there are videos to help you. You can watch the videos online at: [image: image2.png]




 HYPERLINK "http://campaigns.direct.gov.uk/taxcreditsvideos/index.html?cid=taxcreditsvideos&cre=DG173321" \o "http://campaigns.direct.gov.uk/taxcreditsvideos/index.html?cid=taxcreditsvideos&cre=DG173321" \t "_blank" www.direct.gov.uk.
If you don't get anything about your tax credits, contact the tax credit helpline on 0845 300 3900.
For more information about the tax credits annual review pack, go to www.direct.gov.uk
There is also more information about tax credits on the Citizens Advice website www.adviceguide.org.uk Talk to a CAB adviser if you need help with understanding or completing your annual review pack.
CAB advice line

08 444 111 444 or 0300 3300 650(mobile)

For general advice visit
www.adviceguide.org.uk
Your local CAB is in Market Square, Thame

LITTLE MILTON ALLOTMENTS 

Despite the dry weather the allotments are looking good overall.  But we have already experienced the well drying up for a short time so if anyone has any spare rain can they direct it to the allotments preferably overnight night.  But a word of warning when using watering cans. On investigating a blockage stopping the water coming out of a can Guy removed the rose and peered into the spout only to find two beady eyes looking back at him.  After a really manly shriek he discovered that the owner of the eyes was a frog and not a small one at that.  I can only assume that he was pumped up from the well or had previously taken refuge in the can in search of water.

Salad crops should now be available, lettuce, spring onion, radish etc, Summer cabbage and early carrots. With carrots the later thinnings can provide a great addition to a salad or just steamed with a cooked meal. The early potatoes will be coming in this month. Because your potatoes will be going from ground to pan in a matter of minutes you will discover a truly wonderful flavour. Beetroot, young turnips and summer spinach may all be welcome fresh additions to your diet.
There is a lot to sow this month and with many crops you can sow one set and then a few weeks later re-sow to give you a succession of fresh vegetables at the peak of perfection. In dry weather it is a good idea to soak your seed drill before sowing and then just water with a fine rose after.  
Don’t forget the allotment BBQ on 5 June from 12pm (subject to reasonable weather).  Villagers who are non-allotment holders are also invited to this social event.  Simply bring your own provisions and be prepared to swap a few growing tips, seeds or plants and have a wander around to view the allotment holder’s efforts.  
Checking the menu, a restaurant customer ordered a bowl of vegetable 
soup.  After a couple of spoonfuls, he saw a circle of wetness right under 
the bowl on the tablecloth.  He called the waitress over and said, "It's all 
wet down here. The bowl must be cracked."  The waitress said, "You 
ordered vegetable soup, maybe it has a leek in it."  
Enjoy the rewards of your efforts.
Kay Ward

GREAT HASELEY AND DISTRICT HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY
We have certainly seen unusual weather this spring with growth starting slowly and then accelerating in the unseasonably hot and dry weather.  Many plants have been flowering several weeks ahead of their usual time.  Wisteria sinensis along with Clematis Montana ‘Elizabeth’ peaked just before Easter around 20 April and the combined scent was magnificent.  Each year these are followed by the heady scent of the tiny flowers of Elaeagnus ‘Quicksilver’.  Irises have peaked in the second week of May instead of the first week of June and roses are already blooming well (don’t forget to give them a feed to help ensure further blooms later in the summer).  This certainly makes planning for the garden to look good at a particular time more difficult, but I think gardens are for enjoying in the moment – it is easy to be too busy take time out to enjoy just being.  One advantage has been that the soil has warmed up more quickly than usual which allows earlier sowings of vegetable seed, although we always have to be mindful of the late frosts which we are subject to in this part of the country.  French beans are particularly sensitive to frost as we have found to our cost in previous years; last year we made the decision never to sow them directly into the ground before 1 June, but we have brought forward that date by two weeks.  I am also growing some in pots just in case!

My better half works very much by the Heath Robinson method in that he never throws anything away that might be useful.  As a result of this we have a fruit cage made of old scaffolding poles and raised beds built from waste wood; a second ‘man’ greenhouse has been constructed out of old glass doors with the old shower door serving as the entrance.  I think this is really a second shed for men to hide in as it is a long way from the house!  When wheelie bins were introduced we were left with redundant dust bins.  Last year we grew peas and beans in them and this year they contain carrots.  Carrots are a particular problem in that the carrot root fly has an unerring ability to find carrots from a distance of many hundreds of yards.  Reputedly they are able to fly only to a height of two feet above ground level and so should be unable to reach them in the dustbin.  Last year we grew the carrots in an old bath (in the garden when we moved in), but there was some infestation there which I guess was a result of variation in flight height ability.  Another way to protect your carrots is to cover them with fleece or enviromesh and simply prevent access; in my hands this is not very successful as the flies only have to be lucky once.

I have had my usual problem with my greenhouse being too hot to grow or germinate seedlings.  It is in full sun and, although it sounds very easy when you read about it, shading it proves very difficult.  I think if I were to choose a site for a greenhouse it would be partly shaded by deciduous trees which would give plenty of light in winter allowing successful overwintering of tender plants.  This year for the first time I have bought mini plug plants by mail order and very cost effective and successful it has been; this is particularly the case for bedding plants which have expensive seed for any reason e.g. Zinnia Magellan hybrids.  I will definitely repeat this as my green house seems to be well suited to bringing on small plants as opposed to seedlings.

On a final note, my seemingly dead, large Pittasporum has new shoots arising from the base so I am relieved we did not take it out earlier; this confirms the old wisdom of not giving up on plants until the end of May.  Now we just need to cut it down and wait a few years...
Liz Moyses

THE ROYAL WEDDING PARTY

I should like to express my thanks for the wonderful Royal Wedding Party that was put on for the village by the Village Hall Committee. It was truly a village event and was attended by over 200 people. Little Milton has a history of making the village hall the focal point of major celebrations from the Queen’s Silver Jubilee in 1977, 50th Anniversary of VE Day in 1995 and off course the Millennium. I am sure that it will be remembered by all who attended. 
Raymond Fergusson

THE POWER OF CHANTING!

We already know that singing is an enjoyable and powerful way to strengthen the voice. However, after thousands of years of practice in the East, the power of chanting mantra is becoming recognised in the Western World. Chanting uses the voice to combine sound with considered intent. On a material level, chants can be used to help you get a new job, move house or find a new partner. Chanting can also be used to help you overcome illness and achieve better health. Emotionally, it can help you deal with issues such as anger, frustration and jealousy. Mentally, chanting can help you deal with such conditions as depression and memory loss. Spiritually, chanting can help you develop a greater sense of connection. 
Chanting in a group is a powerful, life enhancing experience which brings people together in community. Chanting together can also offer a practical way of helping to ease world events. A group of 15 people chanting for an hour has been documented as clearing the pollution in a lake after a disastrous chemical spill. Imagine what could happen if thousands of people from all over the world joined together to chant for peace in Libya or ease the suffering in Japan after the earthquake. 
Enlightened Voices will run fortnightly on Wednesday evenings from 8 - 9.30pm at The Pine Lodge on 1st, 13th and 29th June and 13th and 27th July, being held outside in the field to celebrate the summer on two occasions. Everyone is welcome. £10 per session. 
Please come along and see how chanting can help us make a difference. Email me on laurelle@yoursound.org.uk or phone 07964 161527 for more information.

Laurelle Rond
 Come and Visit

Rycote Chapel and Gardens
On
23rd June 2011 at 6pm
A guided tour of the beautiful Rycote Park Gardens and the enchanting 15th Century Chapel on A329 near Thame. The tour will take 2 hours followed by a glass of wine. By kind permission of Mr & Mrs B Taylor

Tickets cost £10 Children £5
To reserve tickets please call Jean Nixey on

07748 222991 or email chrisparker02@gmail.com

CAR SERVICE TO THE DOCTOR OR HOSPITAL

The level of demand for the service is relatively low in Little Milton but to those who need support it is vital and very much appreciated. Please give it some thought and ring me to find out more information if you are interested in helping or require transport to the surgery or hospital.

Raymond Fergusson Parish Clerk (279150
FARMER’S MARKET
Great Haseley: Sunday 12th June 10.00 – noon (Second Sunday of each month)

Tetsworth:     Sunday 19th June 10.00 – noon (Third Sunday of each month)
SWAP SHOP

Sat July 2nd 2011

9:30am – 11:00pm

Merry Bells, Wheatley

Bring useful old stuff that you no longer need; take away FREE stuff that is useful to you. As always, first come, first served - if you want the "bargains" you need to be at the front of the queue when the doors open.

 

Please note that we are NO LONGER accepting clothes or shoes; please take these to your local charity shop or textile bank.

If you are bringing stuff it needs to be in the hall by 10:15am.

You can now bring (small) electrical items!

 We have a notice board to advertise any items too big to carry easily

Bringing is not compulsory – call in and see if there is something you want to take.

RECYCLING: You can also bring used printer cartridges (not Epsom, please), old mobile phones, plastic milk bottle tops, and foil milk bottle tops (which we pass onto specific charities). You can also bring batteries* for us to recycle. 

Refreshments available (small charge)

Run by Wheatley Community Action Group

(www.wheatleycag.org)

OXFORDSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL

Specialist fire alarms could save people with hearing difficulties 

Most fires in the home happen during the night, but those with hearing loss are likely to remove their hearing aids to go to sleep and could be at serious risk if they don’t have the right alarm in place.

Specialist alarms systems have been designed to provide those who are hard of hearing with valuable time to escape. They use a combination of strobe lights and vibrating pads to alert them to a fire.
How to get a special alarm 

Oxfordshire County Council’s Sensory Impairment Team is able to provide people with these specialist smoke alarms. The team is made up of specially trained staff that is on hand to offer advice and support on a range of issues to people of all ages with hearing problems. They can make an appointment to see you at their offices in Abingdon or in your own home.

You can request an assessment from the Sensory Impairment Team by telephone on 01865 894925, fax: 01865 894930, email: hearing.impairment@oxfordshire.gov.uk, textphone: 01865 894784 or SMS: 07713329501.

SOUTH OXFORDSHIRE DISTRICT COUNCIL
Did you not receive your postal vote in the recent elections?
 Returning officer, David Buckle, has commissioned an independent review of the way in which the recent local elections and AV referendum were conducted.  Part of the review will examine the apparent higher than usual non-delivery of postal votes.  Contact has already been made with Royal Mail who says that they need specific details of non-delivery in order to carry out a meaningful investigation.
 
So, were you registered for a postal vote in the recent elections that didn't arrive or arrived after polling day?  If so we would like to hear from you.  

 

Please email us at postalvotes@southandvale.gov.uk or write to: 
David Buckle, Returning Officer, 
South Oxfordshire and Vale of White Horse District Councils
Benson Lane, Crowmarsh Gifford, 
Wallingford, Oxon, OX10 8ED

ALICE’S DAY JULY 9th

TOPSY TURVEY TEAS: A PAN-OXFORD WONDERLAND

Oxford teas will never be the same again after Wonderland characters descend on the city to turn things upside down for this year’s Alice’s Day, coordinated by The Story Museum.

Families will have a giddy array of options to take tea with Alice, the Red Queen, the Mad Hatter, the White Rabbit and the Caterpillar– in some of Oxford’s best loved locations.

At the Natural History Museum, an oversized Alice, a bossy Queen, and the absent-minded White Rabbit will be holding an ‘unbirthday party’ by the Ghost Forest on the front lawn. Families are invited to bring a picnic.

At The Story Museum, performance storytellers Scandalmongers, will hold a truly madcap tea party, which includes hide and seek with the White Rabbit and flamingo croquet with the Queen of Hearts. And storyteller Xanthe Gresham will tell surreal stories of Wonderland happenings.

The Ashmolean will be holding a Mad hatter’s frabjous rooftop tea party on the grass lawn with jam tarts, drink me potions and eat-me cake. Families can also follow the Alice Tea Party and Rabbit Trails through the Museum and create an amazing hat, fit for a mad hatter, in a free workshop for all.

Blackwell’s Bookshop will be holding a tea party in their Norrington Room, where children may also join in nonsense verse writing.

Sunday 26 June 2011
St Peter’s Great Haseley at 3.30 p.m.
A special service of Evensong for the Feast of St. Peter sung by the Choir of Magdalen College, Oxford to celebrate the 400th Anniversary of the Authorised Version of the Bible for which one of the translators was the Rector of St. Peter’s, Great Haseley, John Harding.
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Morland House Surgery

Dr A Harnden and Partners

Morland House Surgery, London Road, Wheatley, OX33 1YJ

Telephone: 01865 872448
Surgery hours are as follows: 
Monday to Friday: 8am to 6:30pm
Wednesday evening clinic from 6.30 – 7.20pm 

Please note these appointments are for commuters and working patients who find it difficult to attend the surgery during the day and don’t want to keep taking time off work for this. The surgery will only be open at this time for patients who have booked in advance.
Saturday-  8am to 11:20am

During Saturday opening you will be unable to contact the surgery by phone.  Please contact the surgery for more information. 
Should you urgently require a doctor during these times or when we are closed 
please call: 0845 345 8995
DEADLINE REMINDER – Please note that unless articles are in the hands of the Editor by the 20th of the month (unless otherwise stated), such articles will miss the scheduled Newsletter. The views expressed in this Newsletter are not necessarily those of the Editor or the Parish Council. All material for inclusion in the July 2011 Newsletter should be with the Editor at 27 Chiltern View, Little Milton, by 8.00 p.m. on 20th June 2011. The Editor reserves the right not to print items submitted for publication and to edit those items, which are published.
KEY TELEPHONE NUMBERS

Age Concern

01844 279238

Janet Betts

Citizens Advice Bur.
01844 214827

Thame & District

Church: St James

01844 279498

Rev Victor Story (Rector)




01844 279150

Raymond Fergusson 







(Churchwarden)

Doctors


01865 872448

Morland Surgery




0845 345 8995

NHS Helpline




999


Medical Emergencies

Little Milton Shop
01844 279978

Alison Shelton (Manager)

Milk Deliveries

01865 792221

Dairy Crest

MUGA


Bookings for the courts are made at the Post Office
Neighbourhood Watch
01844 279468
               Mark Willis

Newsletter

01844 279150

Raymond Fergusson (Editor)
OCC


01865 792422

All enquiries

Parish Council

01844 279092

Stuart McGill (Chair)




01844 279150

Raymond Fergusson







(Clerk)

Pine Lodge

01844 278922

Teresa Quested (Chair)



01844 279535

Linda Lovegrove (Bookings)



0870 770 6880

24/7 Call out service
Police


0845 8505 505

Thames Valley Police
Post Office

01844 279001

Annie Rogers (Postmistress)
Public Transport

01869 241500

Heyfordian Travel




01296 399500

Red Rose Travel




0870 6082 608

Arriva

SODC


01491 823000

All enquiries

Southern Electric

0845 770 8090

Emergency Number
Thames Water

0845 9200 800

Emergency Number

Verdant


03000 610610

All enquiries
For all other numbers go to website www.littlemilton.org.uk
[image: image4.png]






















































































































































































































































PAGE  
26

