NEWSLETTER APRIL 2011

EXTRACTS FROM PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

The Council meeting held on Wednesday 9th March was attended by five Councillors, the Clerk and one member of the public. The following are extracts from the minutes that the Council need to approve at the April meeting.

Fly Tipping at Frogmore
The Clerk reported that Verdant had cleared the rubbish from the ditch at Gains Bridge (Frogmore) and had also cleared the verges on the Wheatley Road. However two new supermarket trolleys have been deposited in the ditch at Gains Bridge. 

As a consequence of the fly-tipping the Clerk had ascertained that the lay-by was still part of the maintained highway and he informed the meeting that he had made an enquiry with OCC at Drayton about the possibility of blocking access in fly-tipping continues to be an issue. This matter will be kept under review.

Panda crossing adjacent to recreation ground

The Clerk informed the meeting that he had approached OCC as result of the issue raised by a resident at the February meeting. As a result the noise level has been significantly reduced and the crossing does not bleep between 10.00p.m and 7.00 a.m. The outcome has been well received by the resident. 

Essential repairs to play area
The Chairman reported that Trevor Stewart had replaced the climbing net as well as a spring for one of the rockers. He also corrected some or most of the smaller points highlighted within the Digley Associates report.
MUGA  
The floodlights are still causing problems and the recreation ground committee will organise for the bulbs to be transferred between the lights for the tennis court and the football pitch as there is a view that the problems that are being experienced are due to the deterioration of the actual bulbs and associated infusers. There is also a problem with the drainage around one of the goal areas and the Council RESOLVED that Anglia & Midland should carry out a clean and service of the court.
Quotations for grass cutting
The Clerk reported that the Council had received four quotes for the grass cutting of the recreation ground and triangle ant the telephone box. The quotes reflected all the combinations if Great Milton and Great Haseley requirements were being performed by the contractors. In all cases it showed that there were benefits of scale. The Clerk circulated a summary of the quotes and it showed that Berinsfield Business Ltd was the most competitive. The Council RESOLVED to offer the contract to Berinsfield as the contractor had provided a very good service in the previous year and had remained very competitive. 

Planning


P10/W1991/LB: Brookside Cottage Haseley Road: Various works to existing building: 
The Council noted that planning permission had been granted by South Oxfordshire District Council.
P10/W1948 & W1949LB: Fletchers Farmhouse: Single storey extension
The Chairman informed the Council that the applications were being determined by the Planning Committee as a result of the applicant making a request through a District Councillor.
Great Haseley Bridlepath

The Clerk informed the meeting that Great Haseley Bridlepath 9 has been subject to a number of complaints since the landowner erected new fencing that restricted the width of the current Bridlepath. As a result of a meeting between OCC and the landowner the path will be widened but the timetable for the work is still to be agreed.

Millennium plaques

The Clerk informed the meeting that the plaques around the Millennium bench had discoloured and required some remedial work. The Clerk stated that he would make the necessary enquiries.

The Parish Council will meet on Wednesday 13th April 2011 at 8.00 p.m. in The Pine Lodge Little Milton unless there is a need to convene any planning or other meetings. 

R. Fergusson Parish Clerk
Please note that the complete minutes of the Council are now included on the Council website www.littlemilton.org.uk  after they have been approved by the Council. 
Freedom of Information Act – Parish Council Publication Scheme

The Freedom on Information Act 2000 (FOIA) provides rights of public access to information held by Public Authorities. The Parish Council adopted a new publication scheme on 1st January 2009. A version of the Publication Scheme will be available on the Council Website www.littlemilton.org.uk 

Residents can see the records of the policies and practices of the Parish Council
including minutes, financial information and responses to planning consultations, on request from the Parish Clerk.
Current Council members 

	Councillor Stuart McGill ( Chairman)
	01844 279092

	Councillor Barry Coward (Vice Chair)
	01844 278970

	Councillor Mabel Wood
	01844 279670

	Councillor Alison Shelton
	01844 278144

	Councillor David Wakeling
	01844 278014

	Councillor Tim Robinson
	01844 278343

	Parish Clerk Raymond Fergusson
	01844 279150

fergie.milton1@btinternet.com


SODC: WASTE MANAGEMENT CONTRACT

For a charge of £68 residents can arrange for their unwanted vehicle to be collected from within the District and a charge of £20 for up to three bulky item e.g. fridge furniture etc. and a further £6.35 for each additional item. To arrange this service residents can call the Public Amenities Team on 01491 823416 or print a copy of the form from the Council’s website www.southoxon.gov.uk .
RUBBISH & RECYCLING: BANK HOLIDAY COLLECTIONS

Normal Date 



Revised Date
Tuesday 26th April


Wednesday 27th April

Tuesday 3rd May



Wednesday 4th May

Tuesday 31st May



Wednesday 1st June

VERDANT: WASTE COLLECTION DATES –APRIL 2011
	
	Garden
	Non Recycle
	Recycle
	Food

	5th April
	Yes
	No
	Yes
	Yes

	12th April
	No
	Yes
	No
	Yes

	19th April
	Yes
	No
	Yes
	Yes

	27th April **
	No
	Yes
	No
	Yes


** Revised Date

WASTE RECYCLING CENTRES

The Oxfordshire County Council Waste Recycling Centres at Redbridge, Drayton (near Abingdon) and Oakley Wood are open seven days a week including Bank Holidays from 8.00 a.m. – 5.00 p.m. 

FORTHCOMING ELECTIONS FOR THE PARISH COUNCIL- MAY 5 2011

The Notice of Election has now been published and if you wish to stand you must have your Nomination papers delivered by hand to the District Council Offices in Crowmarsh by noon on Monday 4th April. By the time you read this time is very short but if you need any help please contact me on 01844 279150 as I can arrange for you to have the necessary forms or give you further information. 

Raymond Fergusson, Parish Clerk 01844 279150
South Oxfordshire District Council - District and Parish/Town Elections May 2011

South Oxfordshire District Council needs people to work at polling stations across South Oxfordshire on Thursday 5 May 2010 from approximately 7.00am to 10.00pm.

On Friday 6 May 2011 we need people to count votes from approximately 8.00am to 8.00pm at Thame.

If you would like to assist the council, you can find out about the work and the fees you would receive by contacting Mrs. Sam Ebsworth on 01491 823217, Email: sam.ebsworth@southoxon.gov.uk
LITTER BLITZ 9th/10th APRIL 2011

I have organised the annual litter blitz over the weekend of 9/10 April. I will have the necessary grippers, high visibility tops, gloves and bags. All that is missing is your enthusiasm !! Please give me a call on 279150 if you think that you can help. Stuart is organising a blitz of the road between Rofford and Little Milton and there is a separate note about it in the newsletter

Raymond Fergusson (Parish Clerk)

CHALGROVE ROAD CLEAN UP 2011 SUNDAY APRIL 10th at 11.00 A.M.
Last year in April we undertook to clean up the debris thrown out of cars on the road between Haseley Road in Little Milton and the main road towards Chalgrove, as a thank you to Jeremy and Hilary Mogford who very kindly donated £30,000 towards our Village Shop.

We would like to do so again, so if you feel like a Sunday morning in the fresh air, and you feel as we do that our environment is important, come along and help for an hour or so.

THE DATE IS SUNDAY APRIL 10TH, starting at 11.00AM. 

Just come along with some scruffy clothes, wellies if its wet and we will provide you with High Visibility jackets, litter pickers, gloves and bags.

See you there!

Stuart McGill 278845

OCC COUNTRYSIDE SERVICES: DEFINITIVE MAP AND SERVICE

Legal record of public rights of way goes online 
Oxfordshire County Council’s Countryside Service has published online the legal record of public rights of way across the county.
The ‘Definitive Map and Statement’ will enable home and land buyers to check whether public routes cross a property, as well as providing a resource for anyone considering applying to change the route of a path.
Previously available only as a paper copy, the map shows the exact location of public rights of way including public footpaths, bridleways, restricted byways and byways.

The 'Definitive Statement' gives a description of each public right of way, including any limitations or conditions such as the width of path. The record reveals a total length of over 2,600 miles of public rights of way throughout Oxfordshire. 

Paper copies 
Paper copies of the Definitive Map and Statement are still available for inspection as previously at the Countryside Service office, Oxfordshire Studies and certain local libraries and district council offices.

THE 2011 CENSUS IS HERE : HELP TOMORROW TAKE SHAPE!

Your 2011 Census questionnaire should have arrived in March, just as one is arriving at every address in England and Wales. 

It’s vital that you complete your census questionnaire, as the statistics are used to make so many key decisions about services and development in our district and our local towns and parishes. Decisions about everyday facilities such as playgrounds, water pipes, refuse collection, and even where new local shops should be located, are based on census statistics. 

Our district receives an annual grant from the government that is based on the number of people living here according to the census - funding that can be used for schools, hospitals, transport, employment and training, and many other services. True - the size of the funding pot may be shrinking, but the first step to ensuring our community receives its fair share is that everyone completes the census.

You can complete it and return it by post, or complete it securely on-line, but it is compulsory by law to complete it. It’s all confidential, so your personal information will not be shared with anyone.

For more information and help of all kinds with the census, visit www.census.gov.uk or call the census telephone helpline number 0300 0201 101

MEETING EVERYONE’S NEEDS SURVEY (South Oxfordshire)

Local councils have a duty to provide services for everyone in the community and to promote good relations between different groups of people.

New legislation means this is a good time for us to check what else, if anything, we need to do to make sure services are delivered fairly. 

You may be aware that funding to local government is being reduced significantly over the next four years. Whilst we may not be able to introduce expensive new services, you may have suggestions about how we can do things differently to meet everyone’s needs.
I would be grateful if you could take a few minutes to give your views by completing our online survey www.southoxon.gov.uk/haveyoursay by Friday 8 April. 
 

Information about the outcomes of the consultation will be made available at www.southoxon.gov.uk/haveyoursay 
Alternatively, if you provide your contact details when you take part we will keep you informed of how we have responded to what people have told us.
If you have any questions about taking part or would like to request a paper copy or alternative format of the questionnaire please contact the Consultation Officer on 01491 823093 or email haveyoursay@southandvale.gov.uk
CHURCH CLEANING ROTA FOR APRIL

W/E 2nd April


(
Mrs A Jones/ Mrs S Holifield

W/E 9th April


(
Mrs. G. Taylor/Mrs H Ridley
W/E 16th April


(
Mrs A. Hawkins/Mrs E Summers

W/E 23rd April


(
Mrs. M. Davies/Mrs S A Dennis
W/E 30th April


(
Mrs L. Lovegrove/ Mrs C Coward
CHURCH FLOWER ROTA FOR APRIL

W/E 3rd – 17th April

(
Lent

W/E 24th April


(
Easter Flowers arranged by Teresa 

W/E 1st May


(
TBA

The church will be decorated for Easter on Saturday morning 23rd April. If you can help or make a donation of flowers, please give me a call

Teresa Quested (278922)
BELL RINGING PRACTICE DURING APRIL
Sunday 3rd April

(
10.30 pm to 11.00 a.m

Tuesday 5th April

(
7.30 pm to 9.00 pm
Sunday 10th April

(
10.30 pm to 11.00 a.m.






Quarter Peal 12.15p.m. – 1.15 p.m.
Tuesday 12th April

(
7.30 pm to 9.00 pm
Tuesday 19th April

(
No Ringing in Holy Week

Sunday 24th April

(
10.30 pm to 11.00 a.m.

Tuesday 26th April

(
7.30 pm to 9.00 pm
Raymond Fergusson 279150
CHRISTIAN AID 2011

Many thanks to all who came and supported the Lent lunches last month. The final total raised is not known at the time of writing but will be included within this year’s grand total. Christian Aid Week falls between 15th and 21st May this year and there will once again be house to house collections within our villages. If you would like to help with distribution and collection of the envelopes please do give me a ring…the more the merrier and we have a great party in the garden to celebrate once all the counting is done. Other events will be detailed in the May Newsletter.

S. A. Dennis (278029)

FROM THE RECTORY
LENT, HOLY WEEK AND EASTER IN OUR BENEFICE.

During the early part of April, Lent continues, with Mothering Sunday on the 3rd April. On that day there will be Holy Communion in St. Mary’s, Great Milton at 8.00 a.m. The Benefice Mothering Sunday Service will this year be in St. James’ Little Milton at 11.00 a.m. followed by their Annual Parochial Church Meeting. As it is St. James’ turn to have the Benefice Mothering Sunday Service, there will not be a service in St. Peter’s that day. We are a United Benefice, and this Mothering Sunday does give all of us the opportunity to share in, in a special way the enjoyment offered by the hospitality of another of our parishes. Do come along to Little Milton, won’t you, and bring your family and friends with you. 
Holy Week begins, with Palm Sunday on the 17th April, and I believe it would be very profitable if we were to find in each day of Holy Week a little time of quiet to be with our Lord. Perhaps we could spend just for a few minutes reflecting on some of the events of the week.  Perhaps we could think what it was like to be in the crowd on Palm Sunday, and ask ‘Who is this?’, or we could be with him  in the Upper Room, and hear him saying to us all ‘Love one another, as I have loved you’, or in Gethsemane, and know again  with a new insight, what are our feelings, thoughts and actions when the bottom is knocked out of our lives, or on Friday learn again something of the meaning of forgiving and being forgiven.  So, so many things to set us thinking.
The Services in our Churches from Maundy Thursday till Easter Day are as follows:-

On Maundy Thursday the 21st April, in the evening at 7.30 p.m. the Service of Communion will be commemorating The night that He was betrayed. This will be in St. Mary’s, Great Milton. On Good Friday, there will be a devotional service, reflecting on the crucifixion, in St. Mary’s at 11.00 a.m. This Service will last about 45 minutes. 
On Easter Day, we celebrate the Glorious Resurrection with 

Holy Communion in St. Mary’s Great Milton,   at 8.00 a.m.

Sung Communion in St. Peter’s, Great Haseley at 9.30 a.m. and

Sung Communion in St. James’, Little Milton at 11.00 a.m. 
I realize that many people will have friends and family with them over the holiday, and please do not hesitate, bring them with you to Church. We would love to see you.

May I wish you all a most blessed and glorious Easter
Victor

THE ANNUAL PAROCHIAL CHURCH MEETINGS OF OUR PARISHES

The dates of our Annual Meetings are as follows:

St. James’, Little Milton following on from the 11 o’clock Mothering Sunday Service on the 3rd April.

St. Mary the Virgin’s, Great Milton, following on from the 11.o’clock Family Service on the 17th April.

St. Peter’s Great Haseley 1st May after their 11 o’clock Family Service.
A Church’s Annual Meeting is essentially two meetings. The first is to choose Churchwardens for the ensuing year, and the second is to hear how we have been doing during this last year. There will be the election of the parochial church council, reports on the various aspects of our work and so on. But the Annual Meeting does give you an opportunity to ask any questions you might have on any church matter. Do come along to your respective Church’s Annual Meeting we would love to see you we really would.

One way or another, the earthquake and subsequent tsunami in Japan has touched all of us. On the 13th March at each of the services in our Churches the following was said in the hope that you all will find it helpful.

 ‘AFTER THE TSUNAMI’

‘Tsunami” was a new word to me until Christmas 2004, when nearly a quarter of a million people in fourteen countries across Eastern Asia lost their lives, as a gigantic tidal wave swept its destruction without mercy.
So, news of Friday’s earthquake in Japan and the subsequent tsunami must have filled millions with dread and it’s still too early to evaluate the damage that has been done; and that happening when we’re trying to take in what could be another type of disaster-the direct result of human actions in Libya.
In the face of huge natural tragedies, there can be a pressure on religious leaders to make statements that try to offer some sort of explanation as to why such horrific events take place and some religious people are always quick to mistakenly detect the hand of God in judgement.
There’s a part of me that feels the immediate aftermath of disaster is not the time to be teasing out theological issues; the proper response might better be a reverent silence-except to acknowledge the sheer scale of the suffering and to offer prayer for and help to those most in need. Personally, I’m only too conscious I don’t have much in the way of answers as to why these things should happen; but I do have a deep sense that, even in the worst of disasters, God is still present, alongside those who are suffering and even suffering with them.
The Words of Psalm 46 come to mind:

God is our refuge and strength,

Therefore we will not fear, though the earth should change,

Though the mountains shake in the heart of the sea;

Though its waters roar and foam.

So, we pray that God will be a refuge and strength, a support and a comfort to all who suffer today because of Friday’s earthquake and tsunami and for those who suffer in Libya. Amen.

Victor 279498

EASTER

It is hard to believe that we are fast approaching Holy Week and Easter, that special time for the Christian when we consider afresh the message of the cross, and the victory of love revealed by the Resurrection, a new love which could transform and transfigure everything.
But just before Holy Week comes Passiontide, the season just before Holy Week, when we think of the suffering of Christ and the cross on which he died. There’s something innately paradoxical about the cross. At first sight it appears to speak the language of defeat and failure, yet it somehow conveys a message of victory and strength. Because of this, army commanders since the early Christian days have been only too ready to put the sign of the cross on the shields and banners of their soldiers. Untold misery has been inflicted on people because of the basic misconception that lay behind this move. For the cross in no way speaks of success of a military kind, the very opposite in fact.
As I write I am conscious that many of our nation’s armed forces are serving in Afghanistan, some from our own parishes. We’ve become only too familiar with the losses incurred in those conflicts and our admiration for our service men and women is surely unbounded.  But any wise view of the struggles in which they are involved, and this is frequently uttered by army generals and by government ministers alike, recognizes that a victory will never be won by armed force alone. The real battle is for the hearts and minds of the Afghan people. And that’s a language that resonates with everything that the cross of Jesus stands for. 
Many people think that the clenched fist is the way victories are won in this world. The clenched fist was the Roman salute, but all that is left now of the Roman Empire are ruins littering the Mediterranean. Compare the fist with the open hands of Jesus on the cross. Open hands don’t make good weapons of war. Instead they draw people together, one with another with love, and can draw the sting out of aggression.  The open hands of Jesus are not only the symbol of accepting love, even to the end, but, if we allow them to be so, in reality too. 
We Christian people claim that it’s through the cross that the reconciling love of Jesus is supremely revealed, and we are enlisted to champion the cause of reconciliation. The sheer height and depth of love displayed on the cross is a potent force in the struggle for the hearts and minds of men and women everywhere.

Dear Lord, show us the way to be ambassadors for Christ, agents for reconciliation, in our own times, beginning today. Amen.

Victor Story

01844 279498

FROM THE REGISTERS.
Rose Baughan. We record with regret the death in the Sue Ryder Home, Nettlebed of Rose at the age of 90. For many years she and her late husband Stanley farmed a small holding at Ascott, and was truly a country person and clearly delighted in and lived the ways of the countryside. As her daughter said, she was a good old fashioned farm and country girl who was content with the simpler things in life and lived her life that way. It was really comforting for her family for St. James’ to be so full for the funeral on the 4th March. Please do remember all Rose’s family at this special time.  
FRIENDS OF LITTLE MILTON SCHOOL 200 CLUB

The prize wining numbers were as follows:

February 2011







1st Prize

No 29
Raymond Fergusson


£16

2nd Prize
No 20
Mrs Barbara Giles


£12


3rd Prize 
No 61
Mrs Dee Garrett



£8


March 2011
1st Prize

No 35
Lisa Smith



£16

2nd Prize
No 44
Sara Fergusson



£12


3rd Prize 
No 37
David Reeves



£8
Many thanks
Mrs Diane Austin Little Milton School
BENEFICE SERVICES FOR APRIL
	
	GREAT 

MILTON

St Mary’s
	LITTLE MILTON

St James’s
	GREAT HASELEY

St Peter’s

	Sunday

3rd April

Mothering Sunday
	Holy Communion

BCP

8.00 a.m.
	Benefice Mothering Service

11.00 a.m.
	

	Wednesday 

6th April
	Compline

7.30 p.m.
	
	

	Friday

8th April
	Holy Communion

9.00 a.m.
	
	

	Sunday

10th April

Lent 5
	Sung Communion

CW
9.30  a.m.
	Family Service

11.00 a.m.
	Holy Communion

BCP

8.00 a.m.

	Wednesday

13th April
	
	Compline

7.30 p.m.
	

	Friday

15th April
	
	Holy Communion

9.00 a.m.
	

	Sunday

17th April

Palm Sunday
	Family Service

11.00 a.m.
	Holy Communion

BCP

8.00 a.m.
	Sung Communion

CW
9.30  a.m.

	Thursday

21st April

Maundy Thursday
	Holy Communion

7.30 p.m.
	
	

	Friday

22nd April

Good Friday
	A Meditative Service for Good Friday 

11.00 a.m.
	
	

	Sunday

24th April

Easter Day
	Holy Communion

BCP

8.00 a.m.
	Sung Communion

CW
11.00 a.m.
	Sung Communion

CW
9.30  a.m.

	Sunday

1st May

Easter 2
	Holy Communion

BCP

8.00 a.m.
	Sung Communion

CW
9.30  a.m.
	Family Service

11.00 a.m.


GREAT MILTON METHODIST CHURCH Minister: Revd. Adam Jackson Tel: 01865 714163
SUNDAY SERVICES IN  APRIL
	3rd
	11.00 a.m.
	Holy Communion Service led by Revd Adam Stevenson

	10th
	9.30 a.m.
	Morning Service led by Joanna Tulloch

	17th
	11.00 a.m.
	Morning Service led by Malcolm Bromhall (Palm Sunday)

	21st
	7.30 p.m.
	Maundy Thursday Service at St Mary’s Great Milton

	22nd
	TBC
	Good Friday Service at Watlington

	27th
	11.00 a.m.
	Morning Service led by Jan Grimwood (Easter Day)


NAOMI (JENNY) TAYLOR

Mum died just before Christmas. She was born at Fletchers Farm and lived in the village all her life. During her lifetime she drove thousands of miles. Just after the War, Dad and Mum ran a taxi business and in the late 1950’s she delivered new cars from MG Abingdon and the BMC factory at Cowley to all parts of the country. Later she started work in the village Post Office and Stores and was there for thirty four years.

She moved into t5he bungalow at Old Field after the old Council Houses were demolished for redevelopment. She was happy at the bungalow because she could look out over the fields at the back of Fletchers Farm where she used to play as a little girl. 

Over the last year she was not able to go out much as she was beginning to get a little frail, but because of some really great friends and carers who looked after her she was able to stay in the village she loved, right up to the last few hours of her life.

We would like to take this opportunity to say a big thank you to those special friends who helped her one way or another every day. We will still visit the village where we were born and grew up to see friends and walk the footpaths.

All the very best

Brian, Pat & Trevor and all the family
VILLAGE FETE 18th JUNE 2011

JAMS AND CHUTNEYS

Firstly I would like to thank everyone who made so many wonderful jams and chutneys for our stall at last year's fete.  It really was a great success and would not have been so profitable had it not been for all your help and hard work.   All the different products made for a very attractive stall which certainly attracted the buyers.  Two or three villagers produced huge quantities; they must have been preserving all year, so thank you so much.  

As you all know it is that time of year again when stallholders are drumming up support and donations for their stalls so I do hope that all you talented jam makers are busy with your preserving pans so that we can have an even more varied selection - there will certainly be people queuing up for some of the popular preserves.

So, if you think that you might be able to support this stall I would be most grateful and if you could find the time to give me a call or send an email just to let me know that you will be able to make a contribution it would be helpful.

Looking forward to hearing from many of you.

 

Sarah Oddie 01844-278803 sarahoddie@netscape.net
ST JAMES CHURCH FUNDS SENIOR CITIZEN OUTINGS!

The Parochial Church Council of St James Church has voted unanimously to join forces with Great Milton Neighbour’s Club and fund all outings for any Senior Citizen in Little Milton from their exciting itinerary.

This means that any Senior Citizen from Little Milton can choose to go on any, or all, of the outings below, and we will pay the cost of the coach trip, or rail trip, or both, plus entry fee.

The next outings are:

APRIL 13th- Afternoon COTSWOLD DRIVE to BURFORD, BIBURY, and Fish & Chip Supper at BOURTON on the WATER. Fish & Chip Supper inc Pot of Tea £5.95

MAY 11th- Morning at WHITCHURCH SILK MILL. Grade 2 Listed Watermill built c 1800 and has been in continuous use as a Silk Mill since the 1820’s. Now a working Museum, the winding, warping and weaving machinery produces traditional silk for theatre costumes etc. Afternoon lunch at WHITCHURCH nearby. Guided tour of Mill & Coffee free to LM Senior Citizens

JUNE 22nd  NORTHAMPTON morning & lunch. Afternoon at KELMARSH HALL-an 18th century mansion surrounded by beautiful gardens designed by Nancy Lancaster, who subsequently lived at Haseley Court. At Kelmarsh she invented the “English Country House “ look. Cost covers entry to Kelmarsh Hall & coach.

JULY 20th- 1 hour RAILWAY TRIP from CHELTENHAM RACE COURSE to WINCHCOMBE RETURN. Ploughman’s lunch on board. Visit LAVENDER FIELDS at SNOWSHILL. Home via Stow in the Wold. To be confirmed. Lunch £6.95. 

If any of these outings are of interest, let me know soonest so that we can book you on.

Stuart McGill, on behalf of St James Parochial Church Council 01844 278845
LITTLE MILTON WI
After the reports from the Treasurer, the Secretary and the President were read, a new committee was formed and a new President elected.

The meeting then continued with a talk by our speaker, Victor Story, who told us of his childhood and his family, his life through his growing up years and how he finally came to choose his vocation, which all made a very interesting and moving story.

Our next meeting is on 14th April.  This meeting will be held at Newington Nurseries. This is a ‘hands-on’ evening in making hanging baskets.  Baskets and plants can be provided by the Nurseries at a discount, or we may bring our own.  Tea and coffee will be available. If you would like to join us for this event, or if you would like a copy of our programme for the coming year, please call one of the numbers below.

Our meetings begin at 7.45 and end around 9pm on the second Thursday of the month at The Pine Lodge.  Visitors and new members always welcome.  If you would like further information on any W.I. aspect please do not hesitate to telephone any of the following, Anne Hawkins 279526, Heather Peers 279627 or Shirley Thomas 278976

NEWS FROM THE PINE LODGE
We had a very successful quiz in March with a very close finish!  Many thanks to Mark Platt for all his hard work designing some interesting questions.

The table top sales are becoming more popular and we have been asked to organise more. Come along to the next one in May where plants, preserves, cakes and jewellery will be on sale as well as second hand children’s clothes and toys and  bric-a -brac. There are still some tables available so clear out the attic!

Have you tried our Cinema Club? New members are always welcome.

Amnesty

We all know that at the end of an event at the Pine Lodge everyone is busy clearing up and anxious to get home. Sometimes items get packed away by mistake and end up in the wrong place. Have you accidentally taken home anything from our kitchen? We are missing bowls, small tablecloths and some cutlery and crockery. If you find any of these we would be grateful if you could return them. No blame to anyone – it happens!

Dates for your diary:

29th April – Royal Wedding event 

14th May – Table Top Sale

                   Quiz Night
FRIENDS OF WELLS FARM
Firstly, thank you to all who helped extend the double hedge to over 110m which is really good progress in two sessions. Now that the weather has turned milder we can no longer plant any more until next year. The plan will be to continue the line to the end of the field, which will make a fantastic border to the field.

We do not plan to have a work party in April, but in May will look to put a rail by the steps to Blenheim field and generally repair any other gateway.

Now is the time when the leaves are coming out and the animals will be raising their young. It is not too late to put up a next box in your garden as many of the garden birds have more than one brood a year

Paul Jeffery (Tel: 278 424 Email: Paulj201@hotmail.com)
NEIGHBOURS CLUB

On the 10th March, instead of our speaker being Dr Maisey, we welcomed a return visit by Mr Clive Jones who, this time, came to talk to us about Nepal.  He showed us some slides of the beautiful scenery looking towards Everest, so spectacular when the mountain was a beautiful golden colour at sunrise and again at sunset, also of the fascinating narrow streets between very high buildings and many markets displaying lovely colourful dyed cloth.  The 16th March was the day of our second outing this year, this being a City and Village Blue Badge guided tour entitled Kill or Cure!  Thirty-four of us set off in time to arrive at Holborn for morning refreshments before a morning spent learning about the history of medicine and nursing from Roman times to the present day; from the barber surgeons of the old Square Mile to the body snatchers of St Barts; from cholera in the rookeries to the cosmetic surgeons in Harley Street.  Our afternoon was devoted to Sir Henry Wellcome's private collection.  Sir Henry was a fascinating man who invented, amongst other things, invisible ink and the medicinal tablet (Lily the Pink!)  and went on to establish the pharmaceutical giant Burroughs Wellcome.  He married Dr Barnardo's daughter but sadly it was a far from happy union.  At the time of writing we are looking forward to our fish and chip lunch on the 24th March. 
 Forthcoming Events - April
Thurs 7th - The Concept of Pain - Talk by Dr A Maisey - 2.15 p.m.
Wed 13th - Afternoon Drive to Chipping Norton and fish and chip supper at Bourton-on-the-Water
Thurs 21st - Bring your own Mystery Object + Easter Cake Competition - 2.15 p.m.
Joyce Price
THE LAMB PUB

I have received a number of concerned enquiries regarding the current appearance of the Lamb Pub, which as you will by now all have seen has been closed and boarded up.

I have been keeping a close eye on developments on behalf of the Parish Council, and have been in contact with the Estate Agents selling the pub on behalf of Punch Taverns. My understanding is the Doug and Pauline have now left, and the Pub is currently in the process of being sold freehold to the current tenants of a pub not very far away!

The sale has taken longer to complete than many expected, but I believe is now virtually finalised, so hopefully the new owners will be taking up residence and re-opening the pub very soon.

I am sure we all wish the new owners every success. I will be one of the first through the door !

Stuart McGill Chairman, Little Milton Parish Council
NEWS FROM THE RECREATION GROUND COMMITTEE

Spring has sprung, the grass has ris.  After Easter, the school will be using the rec for physical education.  However, the  moles and mole hills are still a problem before grass cutting can commence.  So we are organising a

MOLE HILL CLEARANCE MORNING!!

On Sunday 3rd April, 9.30 am – 12.00 noon.

So bring the children and spend an hour shifting and or flattening mole hills.  If we get enough volunteers, we can also stir up the bark in the play area (or go home early!)

Thank you

Mark Willis
LITTLE MILTON CINEMA CLUB
at the Pine Lodge

Thursday 28th April 8pm

‘Made in Dagenham’
Dagenham England 1968
An ordinary woman fights for equal pay and achieves something extraordinary

Starring Sally Hawkins, Bob Hoskins 

& Miranda Richardson

************                                     

6 months membership available on the door

Adult/Child £10 

OAP £7.50

20 / 20 CRICKET MATCH –V- GREAT MILTON

Our fifth annual cricket match against Great Milton will take place on Wednesday 22nd June, at 6.30 pm.  Honours are even in this titanic struggle after four matches.  Anybody who wishes to play please contact the chair of selectors on 279468. Thanks!

Mark Willis
TABLE TOP SALE

At The Pine Lodge, Little Milton

Saturday 14th May
2-4pm

Come & sell or swap your good quality items: Children's clothes & toys Household goods, Books, Jewellery, etc.

Tables £5 each

Don't want to sell them yourself? Then donate them to the Pine Lodge

Or just pop in to browse & enjoy afternoon tea & cake

Contact Teresa Quested to reserve your table on 01844 2789
LETTER TO EDITOR - BUYING OIL- MADE EASY (AND CHEAP!)

You will probably recall seeing a pamphlet enclosed in this esteemed periodical a month or two ago, relating to services available from Oxfordshire Rural Community Council. The form needed to be completed and you were required to part with £20- what a stitch up! - you thought. Well I’ve had a go and saved myself at least the registration fee. I needed a1000 litres, so I telephoned 5 contractors, previously used, and obtained varying prices varying from 54.95p to 51.50p per litre, partly dependant upon my method of payment. Then I phoned ORCC Ltd and obtained a price of 50.81p per litre with over 5 weeks to pay. It’s not a huge saving but it could be improved with more of us getting involved. There is now a ‘village co-ordinator’, one Simon Hale on 279551. You can phone or email him with your order once you have registered. ORCC Ltd are on 01865 883488 and they will send you a registration form. Good luck!

David Hawkins
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Concerned about rising fuel prices? Looking for a way to lessen their impact on you? Well, we have the answer: Oxfordshire Car Share.
The scheme provides a free service for you to find others to share your journeys with, cutting your travel costs in half or by even more. 

The scheme is available to anyone living, working or travelling in or through Oxfordshire. Registration is completely free, and there are no obligations involved in using the service. You can choose whom you wish to share with from the matches generated for you; how often you wish to share; whether you wish to be the driver or the passenger, or to alternate. It really is entirely up to you, and you don’t even need to own a car to use the site – just register as a passenger. Register today at www.oxfordshirecarshare.com.

SEWING GROUP

Very many thanks to Sarah McLean for hosting 11 of us last month…and at short notice…and for going to such lengths to give us all a sewing group lunch of deliciously epic proportions!!

This month we are meeting on Monday April 11th from 12.00 onwards up at the Village Hall (Pine Lodge)…so that we can make up the Friendship Quilt which is looking fantastic! It will then be ready for hanging in its final position and announcement of a special event to celebrate its hanging will follow…hopefully…shortly! There is no need to phone just turn up at 12.00 as we shall be having lunch in the café next door following our sewing…Any queries please phone either Mary on 279471 or me on 278029.
Sally Ann Dennis 278029

LITTLE MILTON ALLOTMENTS
Some good weather during March has encouraged many of you to get outside and enjoy some exercise on your allotments.  It is wonderful to see the allotments waking to spring and starting to take shape in readiness for a fruitful growing season.

I am also very pleased to report that at long last my broad bean plants have decided to make an appearance which must be cause for celebration and what better way to celebrate than to have our annual allotment BBQ.  The date has been set for Sunday 5th June from 12.30pm onwards so please update your diaries as it would be great to see as many of you as possible joining in.  Villagers who are non-allotment holders are also invited to this social event.  Simply bring your own food and drink and be prepared to swap a few growing tips, seeds or plants and have a wander around to view the allotment holder’s efforts.

On not such a good note we have been informed by Thames Water that the sewerage works have been broken into multiple times recently and any type of metal stolen.  Please be extra vigilant on the allotments and make sure everything is securely locked away and that no tools are left lying around.  If you see non-allotment holders on the site please let me know as only authorised personnel should have access unless specifically invited.
What do you get if you divide the circumference of a pumpkin by its diameter?     Pumpkin pi.  Happy digging.
Kay Ward
WHEATLEY LIBRARY 
A reminder of the opening times:

Tuesday 2.00 – 7.00 p.m: Wednesday 9.30 am. - 1.00 pm.: 2.00 5.00 p.m.

Thursday 2.00 – 5.00 p.m.: Friday 9.30 a.m. - 1.00 p.m.: 2.00p.m. - 6.00 p.m.

Saturday 9.30 a.m. – 1.00 p.m.

Contacts: 01865 875267; wheatley.library@oxfordshire.gov.uk
*Royal Wedding* Celebration Party
Friday 29th April 

6.30pm @ The Pine Lodge

Live music by local musicians

Ticket includes buffet dinner 

& pudding

Licensed bar serving:

Excellent local ale 

Wine supplied by Little Milton shop

**EVERYONE WELCOME**

Tickets on sale at the Post Office:

ONLY £1 each 

If you would like to help with the catering please contact Dee on 01844-278819
	



VIEW FROM VIEWS 
Recent horrific geophysical events, illustrate how insignificant the human race is in comparison to nature, we think have the ability to do practically anything but one act of nature will destroy it in seconds, with frightening effects on any living creature. We think we are invincible in that we can build anything just anywhere, but to build a Nuclear Power station near a fault line, how stupid is this? When we know full well that it can be destroyed in the blinking of an eye. I understand that they are thinking that Christchurch will not be rebuilt on the same site, makes sense to me, it must have been frightening. It just illustrates how much we must regard nature and respect all aspects of it. 

I think we can safely say that spring is, if not here only just around the corner, birds are pairing up, and the whole natural cycle is starting again. It seems in spite of the long, cool, dullish, winter, most spring happening are about on time. Weather wise it is still critically dry, exactly the same as this time last year, if it turns out to remain dry this will hold our cereal crops in good stead if we get another drought situation in May June. On the matter of crops although they all look well they do show signs, yellowing in patches, that it has been a difficult winter for them, and that they are now under stress. With a bit of the TLC, and a nice warm rain, will soon respond.

I have copied the following out of something I read somewhere, and thought it a good idea to re print it; “Did you know that farm species such as the curl bunting and stone curlew have flourished since the 1990s? Or that 6.5 million ha of land are under the key agri-environment schemes? Get the stats to champion our industry’s positive contribution to the countryside by downloading our latest Positive Facts about Farming”. Having said that our Farm Minister is still saying we must embrace his Farmed Environment Scheme, or face compulsory measures to make us do it. This is all very well when ever I ask for advice on the issue I am told they are too busy or unable to give advice so how are we supposed to do what we are supposed to do. In contrast to this just latterly the RSPB is still accusing modern farming for the decline in farmland birds, not to say this is not the case but it does annoy the farming community when the RSPB continually blames us and does not take into consideration we are doing all we can to stop this decline whilst at the same time trying to earn a living. Whilst on this subject I have just seen some interesting statistics which make the point that since 1990, 37% less Chemicals, & 40% less fertiliser is now used on agricultural land.

We have just completed an interesting exercise looking at the viability of installing some Solar Photovoltaic panels, on our barn roofs that face south. Having been seduced by the, what appeared generous “Feed In Tariffs” (FITS), 31pence a kilowatt hour of generation, (a unit of electricity) plus 3 pence for every unit we use, seemed to us a good scheme. Having checked with national data, what these panels were likely to produce in this particular site, everything looked good. However after crunching the numbers, and spreading everything over a period of 25 years, being the period of the “FITS”, and factoring in the fact that we would have to borrow the money, we would have only just showed a small profit. I think the interesting part of this whole scheme is that in spite of the apparent generosity of the scheme as a whole, the guaranteed payments, are somewhere about right to make the scheme just viable. For those that don’t know this is not money from the government directly but solely financed by the electricity companies from what they collect from us on our electric bills as the “Climate Change Levy”.

In last months notes I mentioned about how the amount of sewage sludge spread on the land was monitored, this because sludge is defined as a waste product. Recently I read in the Farming Press that Sugar Beet that had been severely frosted in the early winter and is of no further use, is now classed as a waste product, which means it needs a waste disposal note, or a dispensation to allow it to be ploughed in, or disposed of in any other way, all costly beaurocracy. However there are 2 sides to this story we are all concerned about pollution and it’s effects, which rightly or wrongly, has forced the powers that be to have some sort of legislation to control what we do with our waste material, causing just this sort of anomaly. Much as it seems mad that we should be regulated as to what we do with our waste vegetable matter, a plant food, too much of it in one place can pollute. Interesting isn’t it how the weather plays funny games on us, the land I referred to was ready for planting on the 9th of February, but we were only able to work it again in the week commencing 7th March. Not that we had much rain but just enough to keep the land too damp to work anyway now all done and planted with another crop of this Canadian Wheat for Hovis.

Charles Peers
THE VILLAGE SHOP REPORT
March began with a significant growth in sales. There have also been times when we wished the Coffee Shop was larger, with an increasing number of customers squeezing in there before the temperature rises enough to venture outside. We still have new customers coming into the shop, and it is as always great to hear their compliments.

We are also delighted to report that December and January were the best months in the Post Office of their kind Annie has ever experienced. Annie is back after her minor operation looking as fit and well as ever!

The shelves are currently overflowing with Easter produce, so please come in and buy your Easter Bunnies, Easter Eggs and your Hot Cross Buns (£1.80 for 4).

VOLUNTEERS-YOUR VILLAGE SHOP NEEDS YOU!!!

Alison is soon to take a well earned holiday, and this situation does still show that we are short of volunteers. We hear from other village shops that they have a pool of 60-100 volunteers-ours is about 20, so if you feel you could spend some time in the shop, you would be very welcome.

COMMITTEE MEMBERS

As mentioned last month, Guy Ward has joined our committee, with 30 years experience of Retail Management, and we have also been joined by Marion Buckingham who also has extensive experience of management.

WINE CLUB

Last month’s Wine Club was positively heaving with over £400 of wines sold on the night, and 3 new favourites added to the Wine Rack. Our next exploration will be on Wednesday, April 20th, at 8.00PM. It is a very social evening, with like minded wine lovers comparing notes and discovering new wines. No spitting out!
Stuart McGill, Secretary, Little Milton Village Shop Ltd, 279092

Want a fun night out in Little Milton?

Come and try our village

SATURDAY 14th MAY

7.00 for 7.30pm @ The Pine Lodge

Ticket includes 2-course dinner

Excellent local ale 

Wine supplied by Little Milton shop

Amusement guaranteed

 Everyone welcome!

Tickets on sale at the Post Office:

£7 in advance

£8 on the door

PLEASE SUPPORT YOUR VILLAGE

IN TOUCH WITH YOUR MP
John Howell MP holds regular sur​geries around the Henley Con​stituency. You do not have to wait for a surgery to come to your area to book an appointment. When you ring we will spend a few minutes with you to try to un​derstand your concern or prob​lem and to make sure that John is the best person to help you. When he is not, we will direct you 
to your local parish, dis​trict or county councillor or the appropriate organisation to help. We may also be able to help you without you having to wait for a surgery appointment. We will always try to find the quickest and most effective way to help. 
Surgeries are held on a Satur​day morning between 10.00am and 12.00 noon. If you would like to reserve a 15 minute appointment please ring 01491 613072.

April 2011
2nd April 


News from John Howell MP    March 2011

Member of Parliament for the Henley Constituency

Speaking up for pensioners. Given that many pensioners in the constituency could be missing out on Pension Credit John raised the issue of the take-up of this benefit in the House of Commons asking Ministers what could be done to make sure this support reaches those who need it most. The take up of pensioners claiming in the constituency is under half that of the national average. It is estimated that as many as another 1,500 are eligible for the Credit but are not claiming it.  

Fuel Prices are of particular concern in this constituency due to its rural nature. An assessment of the effect of oil price fluctuations on the public finances and the possibility of a fair fuel stabiliser is already underway. Any decision on this and any fuel duty announcements will not be made before the Budget on 23 March. The Government is also considering a pilot scheme that could deliver a maximum of 5p per litre duty discount on petrol and diesel in remote rural areas. There is a great disparity between fuel prices across the country. However the Government only sets the rate of tax and not the price of fuel. I welcome the call for a fair fuel stabiliser to be appraised. 

Up-date on forests

A number of constituents wrote to me on the consultation on the future of forests and woodlands. The Government's decision to end the consultation on forests and woodlands will lead to the creation of an independent expert panel which will report directly to the Secretary of State in the Autumn on how best to move forward. 

Welfare Reform Bill

Issues of welfare and benefits are often raised with me either by constituents in need of help or those who feel that too much help is given. The Welfare Reform Bill, which is now working its way through Parliament, seeks to address these issues. In the Bill steps to make work pay and put individual responsibility right at the heart of the benefits system were unveiled. 

Parliamentary Voting System and Constituencies Bill 

The first part of this Bill deals with the voting system for parliamentary elections and the second with parliamentary constituencies. It is the first part that has had most coverage as it paves the way for a Referendum on 5th May.  The referendum will be on a choice between the First-Past-the-Post and the Alternative Vote as the system for electing the House of Commons. You will hear much about this in the coming months. 
More information on my work is available on my website www.johnhowellmp.com
THAME AND DISTRICT CITIZENS ADVICE

Volunteer Directory

Have you ever thought that you would like to help out your community in some way, but have been uncertain what volunteering opportunities existed? You will now be able to browse through a directory of the many different charities and organisations which would appreciate more helpers.

Thame and District Citizens Advice Bureau have compiled a directory of over 30 groups needing volunteers in this part of Oxfordshire and Bucks. This directory is available for you to read in Thame Citizens Advice Bureau, Thame Town Hall, Haddenham Library, Long Crendon Library and Chinnor Village Centre. More than just a list, here you will be able to find out, not only what the charities/ organisations do, but also the specific jobs required to be undertaken by volunteers.

There will be something here to suit everybody’s tastes and talents, from driving elderly people to appointments, chatting to clients of a Day Centre, giving advice and practical support to families with young children, to helping run a preserved railway and much, much more. 

So if you find yourself with some spare time on your hands think about using your skills for the benefit of people within your local area and come to browse this new directory.

If you are interested in volunteering or run an organisation that needs volunteers then contact Tom Fox at the CAB on 01844 217186.
Changes to Income Support Benefit rules 

Benefit rules have recently changed so that if you are a single parent who currently gets Income Support and your youngest child has turned seven, you will now have to move to Jobseeker's Allowance (JSA) if you are able to work.

The Department of Work and Pensions should write to you eight weeks before your child is due to turn seven, inviting you to an interview to apply for JSA.

However, there are some protections built into the new rules to take account of the particular difficulties lone parents might face in juggling work with the needs of their children.

You will only be expected to be available for work during normal school hours. And you may be able to refuse work if you cannot find suitable childcare or the childcare costs would be too high.

If you cannot work because you are sick or disabled, you may be able to switch to Employment and Support Allowance (ESA). If you get Carer's Allowance or look after a child who gets Disability Living Allowance, you may continue to get Income Support.

Job Centre Plus offers a range of services to help you get back into work. For more information contact your local Job Centre Plus office. Go to: [image: image2.png]


www.direct.gov.uk.

For more information about Jobseeker's Allowance, see Benefits for people looking for work on the Citizens Advice website www.adviceguide.org.uk
If you are still worried, a CAB adviser can give you free, confidential and independent advice on your situation. 

To make an appointment call 01844 21718To talk directly to an advisor call 01844 214827

GREAT HASELEY AND DISTRICT HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY
The spring equinox is upon us along with the so-called super moon which has indeed been impressive in the clear night skies.  At this time the quality of light and day length increases markedly, is especially noticeable in sunny weather and raises my spirits; the worst of winter is over.  Growth in the garden is rapid and the soil is fast disappearing from view.  This is the time to be vigilant in control of weeds, an activity which pays dividends.  When complete cover is achieved by plant growth in the ornamental garden, work there is much decreased and my energy can be concentrated on the fruit and vegetable garden where weeding is an ongoing necessity if maximum yield is to be achieved.

My attention is currently directed towards mulching and feeding my flower beds.  I use whatever is available - homemade compost, composted bark, old potting compost and sometimes mushroom compost.  Much of this is only partially rotted and so it is necessary to also add nitrogen in some form or nitrogen is extracted from the soil by the process of rotting of the organic matter; I use pelleted chicken manure which is easy and clean to use, but does leave a certain aroma for a few days!  It is important not to apply this too early or winter rains can wash nitrogen away.  Charles Peers, in one of his very informative articles about farming, explained how farmers use a formula to calculate this timing; we gardeners guess.  The soil in my garden is currently very dry already and I am endeavouring to water before applying mulch if there hasn’t been recent rain so that water is trapped and available for plant use.  If you remember that gardening is about feeding the soil, rather than the plants, then things become easier.  Soil needs as much organic matter as possible which improves its structure, water retention and drainage (sounds like magic doesn’t it?) and then also fertiliser which I prefer to be organic rather than chemical; better plant growth results automatically.  Sadly I don’t have enough time or energy to mulch all my beds every year and so it tends to be as I go along; I will mulch the area around new planting whenever in the season that occurs.  Hopefully I get there eventually and the job seems less overwhelming when attacked in chunks.
Now is a good time to give attention to your lawn and you will find lots of products in garden centres aimed at feeding, weeding and removing moss and giving instructions for their use.  Our lawn is mown field and as such has lots of ‘weeds’ many of which, such as daisies, I like and don’t want to remove.  I fear that if I used feed and weed I would have little in the way of lawn left, so I don’t; this also has the added attraction of not encouraging lush lawn growth and therefore less lawn mowing to do.  The other plus is that weedy lawns tend to look greener in drought conditions, but then I’m female and fastidious lawn care seems to be a typically male pursuit.  However, despite all this lack of lawn care, I do like to control the edges to prevent grass growing into the borders and generally keep the garden looking tidy.  This requires a lot of effort during early spring, but, if done regularly, a light trim will suffice for the rest of the season.  TIP: if you are short of time and want the garden to look good for a special occasion simply trim the lawn edges (don’t forget to pick up the bits) and you will see that the whole garden looks better out of all proportion to the effort expended.  The eye is drawn along the edges and round the garden rather than focussing on any untidiness - a great use of optical illusion.
Liz Moyses

THAME & WHEATLEY RAMBLERS – APRIL 2011
Sunday 10th
Meet at Charlton-on-Otmoor (by the church) at 10:00am for an 11½ mile walk to Islip, Beckley and Otmoor.  Bring a picnic.  Dogs on leads please.  01869 249128.

Thursday 14th
Meet at Ickford, near the Rising Sun PH, at 09:45am for a 6 mile circular walk using Bernwood Jubilee Way to Shabbington.  No hills.  01844 339969.

Saturday 23rd
Meet at Waterperry Gardens at 09:30am for a 15 mile walk to Tiddington, Shabbington and Ickford.  Picnic lunch.  Dogs on leads please.  01869 249128.

Saturday 30th
Meet at Brill windmill at 10:00am for a 9 mile walk to Ashenden via Rushbeds Wood (BBOWT) and Wotton Underwood. Pub stop. Sorry, no dogs allowed.   01865 358905.
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Morland House Surgery

Dr A Harnden and Partners

Morland House Surgery, London Road, Wheatley, OX33 1YJ

Telephone: 01865 872448
Surgery hours are as follows: 
Monday to Friday: 8am to 6:30pm
Wednesday evening clinic from 6.30 – 7.20pm 

Please note these appointments are for commuters and working patients who find it difficult to attend the surgery during the day and don’t want to keep taking time off work for this. The surgery will only be open at this time for patients who have booked in advance.
Saturday-  8am to 11:20am

During Saturday opening you will be unable to contact the surgery by phone.  Please contact the surgery for more information. 
Should you urgently require a doctor during these times or when we are closed 
please call: 0845 345 8995
DEADLINE REMINDER – Please note that unless articles are in the hands of the Editor by the 20th of the month (unless otherwise stated), such articles will miss the scheduled Newsletter. The views expressed in this Newsletter are not necessarily those of the Editor or the Parish Council. All material for inclusion in the May 2011 Newsletter should be with the Editor at 27 Chiltern View, Little Milton, by 8.00 p.m. on 20th April 2011. The Editor reserves the right not to print items submitted for publication and to edit those items, which are published.
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

APRIL 2011

	Sun
	3rd
	11.00 a.m.
	Benefice Mothering Service– St James’

	Mon
	4th
	10.30 a.m.
	Fitness/Yoga – Pine Lodge

	Tues
	5th
	7.30 p.m.
	Bell Ringing Practice – St James’

	Wed
	6th
	9.45 a.m.

	Babies and Toddlers Music Group Great Haseley

	Thurs
	7th
	10.15 a.m.

	Great Haseley Baby and Toddler Group in Neighbours Hall Great Milton

	Sun
	10th
	11.00 a.m. 
	Family Service -St James’ 

	Mon
	11th
	10.30 a.m.
	Fitness/Yoga – Pine Lodge

	Tues
	12th
	7.30 p.m.
	Bell Ringing Practice – St James’

	Wed
	13th
	9.45 a.m.
8.00 p.m.
	Babies and Toddlers Music Group Great Haseley

Parish Council Meeting in the Pine Lodge

	Thurs
	14th
	10.15 a.m.
14.40 – 14.55

15.00 – 15.30
	Great Haseley Baby and Toddler Group in Neighbours Hall Great Milton

Mobile Library -Old Field

Mobile Library – Village Hall

	Sun
	17th
	8.00 a.m.
	Holy Communion BCP – St James’ 

	Mon
	18th
	10.30 a.m.
	Fitness/Yoga – Pine Lodge

	Tues
	19th
	7.30 p.m.
	No Ringing in Holy Week

	Wed 
	20th
	9.45 a.m.

	Babies and Toddlers Music Group Great Haseley

	Thurs
	21st
	10.15 a.m.


	Great Haseley Baby and Toddler Group in Neighbours Hall Great Milton

	Sun
	24th
	11.00 a.m.
	Easter Day Communion CW - St James’

	Mon
	25th
	10.30 a.m.
	Fitness/Yoga – Pine Lodge

	Tues
	26th
	7.30 p.m.
	Bell Ringing Practice – St James’

	Thurs
	28th
	10.15 a.m.
14.40 – 14.55

15.00 – 15.30

8.00 p.m.
	Great Haseley Baby and Toddler Group in Neighbours Hall Great Milton

Mobile Library -Old Field

Mobile Library – Village Hall

Cinema Club – ‘Made in Dagenham’ 

	Frid
	29th
	6.30 p.m. onwards
	Royal Wedding Celebration Party- Pine Lodge

	Sun
	1st
	9.30 a.m.
	Holy Communion CW – St James’


SWAPSHOP Sat 9thApril 2011 9:30am –11:00pm Merry Bells, Wheatley

Bring useful old stuff that you no longer need; take away FREE stuff that is useful to you.  Please note- especially if you are a swap shop veteran – that we will not be "swapping" shoes and clothes any more. Please take them to your local charity shop or textile bank.

6If you are bringing stuff it needs to be in the hall by 10:15am.

Run by Wheatley Community Action Group (www.wheatleycag.org
KEY TELEPHONE NUMBERS

Age Concern

01844 279238

Janet Betts

Citizens Advice Bur.
01844 214827

Thame & District

Church: St James

01844 279498

Rev Victor Story (Rector)




01844 279150

Raymond Fergusson 







(Churchwarden)

Doctors


01865 872448

Morland Surgery




0845 345 8995

NHS Helpline




999


Medical Emergencies

Little Milton Shop
01844 279978

Alison Shelton (Manager)

Milk Deliveries

01865 792221

Dairy Crest

MUGA


Bookings for the courts are made at the Post Office
Neighbourhood Watch
01844 279468
               Mark Willis

Newsletter

01844 279150

Raymond Fergusson (Editor)
OCC


01865 792422

All enquiries

Parish Council

01844 279092

Stuart McGill (Chair)




01844 279150

Raymond Fergusson







(Clerk)

Pine Lodge

01844 278922

Teresa Quested (Chair)



01844 279535

Linda Lovegrove (Bookings)



0870 770 6880

24/7 Call out service
Police


0845 8505 505

Thames Valley Police
Post Office

01844 279001

Annie Rogers (Postmistress)
Public Transport

01869 241500

Heyfordian Travel




01296 399500

Red Rose Travel




0870 6082 608

Arriva

SODC


01491 823000

All enquiries

Southern Electric

0845 770 8090

Emergency Number
Thames Water

0845 9200 800

Emergency Number

Verdant


03000 610610

All enquiries
For all other numbers go to website www.littlemilton.org.uk[image: image4.png]
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