March 2011 Newsletter
EXTRACTS FROM PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

The Council meeting held on Wednesday 9th February was attended by five Councillors, the Clerk and three members of the public. The following are extracts from the minutes that the Council need to approve at the March meeting.

Thames Water

The Clerk informed the meeting that he had been advised by Thames Water that the issue of the power cable that was in close proximity with the sewer had been satisfactorily resolved with Southern Electric. Thames Water has not yet given a date when the repair to the sewer will be carried out.
Fly Tipping at Frogmore
The Chairman stated that despite the efforts of the Clerk the rubbish in the ditch at the Frogmore lay-by was still there and accumulating more rubbish. Verdant has acknowledged that the work requires to be done but that the appropriate lifting gear is required. The Council members expressed their concern about the lack of action. The Council RESOLVED that the Clerk should enquire about the need for a lay-by as its presence was giving a major problem on fly-tipping and as a result costing the District Council money in clearing it up.

ORCC: Oil Bulk Buying Scheme

The Chairman stated that the response to the initiative from ORCC had been encouraging and that the Council would monitor its development with interest. Although an individual has offered to be the village co-ordinator, the scheme at present is being co-ordinated through someone in Milton Common. As the number of villagers joining the scheme grows it is likely that we will co-ordinate the scheme with our own village co-ordinator.

Crossing at Chippinghurst
The Clerk reported that he had received a note from Mr David Turner in which he reported that he had attended a meeting at the OCC Countryside Services in respect of the crossing at Chippinghurst. He stated that despite the Chippinghurst diversion proposals now being at the top of the list to be investigated, there was an application to establish the right of way across the river to be heard first. As a result of this and delays in being able to access the County Records Office it was not expected that any decision would be made by OCC on whether to make an order or not until July/August this year. 

The Clerk also informed the meeting that he had received a request from the two land owners that they wished to make a presentation to the Parish Council in respect of their diversion proposals as they were seeking the support of the Council.    
MUGA Floodlight problems. 
The Chairman informed the meeting that despite a lot of hard work there was still a problem with the floodlight during below freezing temperatures. It would appear that the effectiveness of the football court lights may be the issue and the plan is to transfer the lights from the tennis court lights as they have been used much less frequently over the past seven years. The Council regretted the inconvenience to the current users and would ensure that they are not out of pocket as a result.
Planning


P10/W1991/LB: Brookside Cottage Haseley Road: Various works to existing building: 
The Council RESOLVED that this application should be recommended for approval by South Oxfordshire District Council.

P10/W1948 & W1949LB: Fletchers Farmhouse: Single storey extension

The Council invited a member of the public to make their representation to the Council. The Council gave due consideration to the applications and RESOLVED to recommend refusal of the applications. The majority view was that any further extension would detract from the form of the main farmhouse and that this was consistent with the Council’s position on an application made in 2009 for an extension albeit of a larger scale.

P10/W1831/LB: North Lodge Church Hill: Relocation of WC within the building approved under previous applications. 
The Council noted that planning permission had been granted by South Oxfordshire District Council.

Little Milton Shop

The Shop Committee are required to comply with the necessary regulations as laid down by the FSA in respect of societies registered under the Industrial and Provident Societies Act 1965 in reporting their financial results annually. The Council RESOLVED that a financial report which met the regulatory needs of the FSA would also meet the obligation under the shop lease to certify turnover annually to the Parish Council.
Parish Forum

A resident raised a number of points during the Parish Forum. She enquired why the MUGA lights were still on at 11.00 p.m. The Chairman explained that the lights are programmed to cut out at 9.30 p.m. and the instance that she was referring to was during a period when the lights were being worked on and the timing may have been over-ridden.


The resident also highlighted the number of mole hills on the recreation ground and that she was concerned about her garden as she was trying to restrict their activity. The Chairman stated that the Council has invested in mole control although it was an exceedingly difficult task to eliminate them. In general terms the recreation ground was sadly conducive to mole activity.


The last point that was raised concerned the noise emitted from the crossing adjacent to the resident’s property. The resident requested that the Council approach the appropriate authority to have the noise level lowered. The Chairman asked the Clerk to take the necessary action and hopefully have the noise level lowered to a more acceptable level.

The Parish Council will meet on Wednesday 9th March 2011 at 8.00 p.m. in The Pine Lodge Little Milton unless there is a need to convene any planning or other meetings. 

R. Fergusson Parish Clerk
Please note that the complete minutes of the Council are now included on the Council website www.littlemilton.org.uk  after they have been approved by the Council. 
Freedom of Information Act – Parish Council Publication Scheme

The Freedom on Information Act 2000 (FOIA) provides rights of public access to information held by Public Authorities. The Parish Council adopted a new publication scheme on 1st January 2009. A version of the Publication Scheme will be available on the Council Website www.littlemilton.org.uk 

Residents can see the records of the policies and practices of the Parish Council
including minutes, financial information and responses to planning consultations, on request from the Parish Clerk.
Current Council members 

	Councillor Stuart McGill ( Chairman)
	01844 279092

	Councillor Barry Coward (Vice Chair)
	01844 278970

	Councillor Mabel Wood
	01844 279670

	Councillor Alison Shelton
	01844 278144

	Councillor David Wakeling
	01844 278014

	Councillor Tim Robinson
	01844 278343

	Parish Clerk Raymond Fergusson
	01844 279150

fergie.milton1@btinternet.com


FORTHCOMING ELECTIONS FOR THE PARISH COUNCIL- MAY 5 2011

I have now received a pack of papers that each individual wishing to stand in the above election for the Parish Council will be required to complete. The Parish Clerk is being asked to collate the applications and return them by hand to the District Council Offices in Crowmarsh. If you are thinking of standing please give me a call on 279150 and I can arrange for you to have the necessary forms or give you further information. The key dates for the election process are detailed below:

Notice of Election to be published no later than

             Friday 25 March

Clerk will return completed Nomination papers


Friday 1 April

Last Day for delivery of Nomination papers not later than noon    Monday 4 April

Publish Statement of Persons Nominated not later than noon
         Wednesday 6 April

Last date for withdrawal of candidates not later than noon                    Thursday 7 April

Publish Notice of Poll




          Thursday 21 April

Polling Day (7.00 a.m. to 10.00 p.m.)


             Thursday 5 May

Raymond Fergusson, Parish Clerk 01844 279150
SODC: WASTE MANAGEMENT CONTRACT

For a charge of £68 residents can arrange for their unwanted vehicle to be collected from within the District and a charge of £20 for up to three bulky item e.g. fridge furniture etc. and a further £6.35 for each additional item. To arrange this service residents can call the Public Amenities Team on 01491 823416 or print a copy of the form from the Council’s website www.southoxon.gov.uk .
VERDANT: WASTE COLLECTION DATES –MARCH 2011
	
	Garden
	Non Recycle
	Recycle
	Food

	1st March
	No
	Yes
	No
	Yes

	8th March
	Yes
	No
	Yes
	Yes

	15th March
	No
	Yes
	No
	Yes

	22nd March
	Yes
	No
	Yes
	Yes

	29th March
	No
	Yes
	No
	Yes


WASTE RECYCLING CENTRES

The Oxfordshire County Council Waste Recycling Centres at Redbridge, Drayton (near Abingdon) and Oakley Wood are open seven days a week including Bank Holidays from 8.00 a.m. – 5.00 p.m. 

OCC: REPAIR WORK DUE AT PARK & RIDE SITE 
Oxfordshire County Council is due to carry out essential repair work to an access road used by buses at Thornhill Park and Ride.
The work, due to last around a week from Monday (Feb 21), will involve filling and resurfacing an area of carriageway which has become depressed due to the action of buses turning to exit the site.
Although Thornhill will remain open to customers throughout this time, parking capacity at the site will unfortunately need to be reduced by around 100 spaces to allow alternative access arrangements for buses.
These parking spaces will be gradually coned off over the weekend, to ensure cars parked for the maximum 72-hour period do not have to be moved on Monday to allow work to begin.
CHURCH CLEANING ROTA FOR MARCH

W/E 5th March


(
Mrs. G. Taylor/Mrs H Ridley
W/E 12th March


(
Mrs A. Hawkins/Mrs E Summers

W/E 19th March


(
Mrs. M. Davies/Mrs S A Dennis
W/E 26th March


(
Mrs L. Lovegrove/ Mrs C Coward
W/E 2nd April


(
Mrs A Jones/ Mrs S Holifield

CHURCH FLOWER ROTA FOR MARCH

W/E 6th March


(
Teresa Quested

W/E 13th March


(
Lent

W/E 20th March


(
Lent

W/E 27th March


(-
Lent

W/E 3rd April


(
Lent

Teresa Quested (278922)
BELL RINGING PRACTICE DURING MARCH
Tuesday 1st March

(
7.30 pm to 9.00 pm
Tuesday 8th March

(
7.30 pm to 9.00 pm
Sunday 13th March

(
10.30 pm to 11.00 a.m.






Quarter Peal 12.15p.m. – 1.15 p.m.
Tuesday 15th March

(
7.30 pm to 9.00 pm
Tuesday 22nd March

(
7.30 pm to 9.00 pm
Tuesday 29th March

(
7.30 pm to 9.00 pm
Raymond Fergusson 279150
FROM THE RECTORY
LENT 2011 IN OUR  BENEFICE.
Lent this year begins with Ash Wednesday on the 9th March. Lent is that period when we’re challenged to follow the example of testing in the wilderness, so that as Easter approaches, we are ready to walk with him on the way that leads to the Cross. God made us a lovely people, but as we go along through our lives somehow that loveliness has become a little tarnished, but if we set aside the trappings and aspirations, throw away the masks, and humbly expose ourselves afresh to God and his loving and forgiving ways with us, (with a lot of hard work-true, but he won’t give up on us. He values us to much for that) he is able to remake us into the lovely people he intended us to be. Lent gives us the opportunity, by finding a space for God in our busy lives, to enable that to happen.

During Lent in our Churches there will be a Service of Compline each Wednesday night. The venues for the services will rotate around our three Churches so please do look at list of services so you know where the service on a particular Wednesday is. Compline is a quiet reflective short service designed to set us thinking and to help us on our way. Over the years many of you have found these services useful, and I commend them to you.  

Similarly, around the benefice on each Friday morning at 9.00 a.m. there will be a service of Holy Communion.

Lent Lunches. These will be held again this year, one in each of our three parishes on a Monday from 12noon to 1.30 p.m. Remember, you don’t have to book; they are open to you all. You simply have to turn up. If you do then I’m sure you will meet your old friends and make new ones.  Any donations left will be given to Christian Aid. 

Here are the dates and venues:- 

Monday 14th  Lent Lunch hosted by  Mrs. Jane Falloon, The Bell House, The Green,   Great Milton .

Monday 21st Lent Lunch hosted by  Ian & Sally Ann Dennis, Spring Cottage, Haseley Road, Little Milton.                                                  

Monday 28th Lent Lunch hosted by  Mrs. Anne Maloney, The Old School House, Backway, Great Haseley.
                                                    
MOTHERING SUNDAY 
This falls on the 3rd April this year. The BENEFICE MOTHERING SUNDAY FAMILY SERVICE rotates around the Benefice and this year it will be held in ST. JAMES’, LITTLE MILTON AT 11.00 a.m. It’s our turn this year to hold the service. Please do come along to this service.  It would be great to see you and your family and friends for this special benefice occasion.  Earlier that day at 8.00 a.m. there will be a celebration of Holy Communion in St. Mary’s, Great Milton. 
ANNUAL PAROCHIAL CHURCH MEETING.
On Sunday April 3rd, following on from the Mothering Family Service at 11.00, we shall be holding our Annual Meeting, where church officers are elected and reports received. We shall be seeking to choose our Church Wardens for the ensuing year, and also electing our Church Council. And I ask you to please consider standing for your Council. It would help us enormously.

What are the requirements to elect the laity to the PCC?

The Church has wide boundaries, and we like to be as open and as welcoming as we possibly can, but rules do exist, and it’s possibly good to remind ourselves of them.
●    A member of the laity must have been entered on the electoral roll for at least six months before qualifying to be elected to the Parochial Church Council unless they are under eighteen years old

· A minimum age of sixteen

· They are an actual communicant which means that they have received communion according to the use of the Church of England or a Church in Communion with the Church of England at least three times during the twelve months preceding the date of election.

· Assuming there are no reasons that disqualify the person from being on the electoral roll.

A QUOTE FROM THE ARCHBISHOP OF CANTERBURY ON PRAYER

Prayer is like sunbathing. You simply have to be there where the light can get at you.

On the beach, it was no use screwing up your eyes and concentrating: you wouldn’t get a better tan. And yet people often treated prayer like that. But this wasn’t Jesus’ advice.

“Say, Father”, he tells them. Just be confident that you’re welcome as you would be at home. All you need to do is to be where the light can get at you-in this case, the light of God’s love.

Rowan Williams.

THE LENTEN JOURNEY
A friend was telling me how as a six year old, she got her first pair of spectacles, and the joy she experienced of being able to see things in sharp focus for the first time. Instead of merely shapes she could see objects. She could see properly and sharply, her mother’s smiling face. She discovered just how beautiful the world around her truly was. She could see things in perspective, what was near and what things were far away. She could do things with greater accuracy and care than she ever could before. With the 
new spectacles her whole life was transformed for the better. It became richer and fuller than she had ever known before.

We are approaching Lent, that special time in the year when we are challenged to follow the example of Christ’s time of testing in the wilderness, and remembering how in that wasteland he explored his destiny, who he was, what he was to do, and how he was to do it. His way was to love and obey God, not to dominate people, nor glorify himself.

I suspect that in all our life-stories, at one time or another, we all go through a wilderness experience, when circumstances conspire to drive us to consider exactly who we are, who do we think we are. Who we are becoming? What sort of person am I-as Christian, friend and colleague? To whom and to what have I given my inner self? 

As the years pass, our habits, our scars, our fears and desires mould the person we are becoming.  Almost without noticing it, we stray off course and lose our way. Sometimes it takes a friend or someone who is close to us, for instance, to say something to us to give us the necessary jolt to set us thinking. There might be pain here, because sometimes the truth, especially about ourselves, might be a little unpalatable.

In Lent every Christian and perhaps some non-Christians may make a space to ask themselves, ‘Who am I becoming?’ How can I get in touch with my soul, stifled by the relentless preoccupation with the material and consumer orientated world? Who am I becoming in God’s eyes? What’s happening to my integrity, my values, my relationships, my prayers? What are my real motives, my priorities? Have I put on a mask and adopted a persona, presumably because I think I haven’t got one? What temptations have I unwittingly fallen into along the way?
I believe that we would all do well to make this space in our lives and use it creatively and positively, with honesty and openness, and if we were to do that, we may find, much to our surprise it would be like the girl with her spectacles, things would be in focus and as they really and truthfully are, we could see things in a perspective which had previously been hidden. Life might be transformed for the better, richer and fuller than we had ever known before.

I believe we are all on a pilgrimage moving towards our destiny, exploring who we are becoming and who we could be.  May Lent enable us to re-focus and find our true selves and lead us on our way to taste something of the more abundant life.

Victor 279498

BENEFICE SERVICES FOR MARCH
	
	GREAT 

MILTON

St Mary’s
	LITTLE MILTON

St James’s
	GREAT HASELEY

St Peter’s

	Sunday

6th March

Sun Next before Lent
	Holy Communion

BCP

8.00 a.m.
	Sung Communion

CW
9.30  a.m.
	Family Service

11.00 a.m.

	Wednesday 

9th March

Ash Wednesday
	Holy Communion

7.30 p.m.
	
	

	Sunday

13th March

Lent 1
	Sung Communion

CW
9.30  a.m.
	Family Service

11.00 a.m.
	Holy Communion

BCP

8.00 a.m.

	Wednesday

16th March
	Compline

7.30 p.m.
	
	

	Friday

18th March
	Holy Communion

9.00 a.m.
	
	

	Sunday

20th March

Lent 2
	Family Service

11.00 a.m.
	Holy Communion

BCP

8.00 a.m.
	Sung Communion

CW
9.30  a.m.

	Wednesday

23rd March
	
	Compline

7.30 p.m.
	

	Friday

25th March
	
	Holy Communion

9.00 a.m.
	

	Sunday

27th March

Lent 3
	Benefice

Sung Communion Service 

10.00 a.m.
	
	

	Wednesday

30th March
	
	
	Compline

7.30 p.m.

	Friday

1st April
	
	
	Holy Communion

9.00 a.m.

	Sunday

3rd April

Mothering Sunday
	Holy Communion

BCP

8.00 a.m.
	Benefice

Mothering Sunday

Family Service

11.00 p.m.
	


GREAT MILTON METHODIST CHURCH Minister: Revd. Adam Jackson Tel: 01865 714163

SUNDAY SERVICES IN  MARCH
	6th
	11.00 a.m.
	Morning Service led by Dr Julie Todd

	13th
	9.30 a.m.
	Morning Service led by Revd Adam Stevenson

	20th
	11.00 a.m.
	Holy Communion Service led by Rev Roger Lee

	27th
	11.00 a.m.
	Morning Service led by Stephen Richardson


FRIENDS OF LITTLE MILTON SCHOOL 200 CLUB

The prize wining numbers were as follows:

February 2011







1st Prize

No 29
Raymond Fergusson


£16

2nd Prize
Not yet known




£12


3rd Prize 
Not yet known




£8


Many thanks
Mrs Diane Austin Little Milton School
LITTLE MILTON WI
Members enjoyed travelling through England, France and Italy with Stuart and the aid of pictures and maps.  He took us from Little Milton right through to Rome showing us on the maps step by step of exactly where he went with numerous pictures and 
anecdotes of where he stayed, how he was welcomed and the various meals he enjoyed (or not), not forgetting the wines.  A great journey, beautifully presented

Our next meeting is on 10th March when we will have our AGM where we elect new committee members and President.  Our speaker for the March meeting is Victor Story.

It is always a pleasure to welcome new members and always sad to lose old ones.  Some leave because they move away or because they have other commitments which prevent them from attending meetings or many other reasons.  

We are very sad however to lose two members recently deceased.   Hilary Smith from Great Haseley, a member for many years, who died suddenly in October and Val Watkins of Little Milton who died in January after a long illness.  Both these ladies were active members of our W.I. as well as being our friends.  They will be sorely missed.  Donations will be sent from Little Milton W.I. to the County Memorial Bursary Fund in memory of both Hilary and Val.

Our meetings begin at 7.45 and end around 9pm on the second Thursday of the month at The Pine Lodge.  Visitors and new members always welcome.  If you would like further information on any W.I. aspect please do not hesitate to telephone any of the following, Anne Hawkins 279526, Heather Peers 279627 or Shirley Thomas 278976

NEWS FROM THE PINE LODGE
Where were you? Why did you miss it?

More than 100 people enjoyed a fantastic production of Alice in Wonderland staged by the Oxfordshire Theatre Company at the Pine Lodge. The staging, special effects and acting were brilliant and there were opportunities for audience participation including an exciting flamingo race!

If you missed it look out for the next one – you won’t regret it.

Have you any ideas for day or evening classes that you would like in the village? Let us know and we will try to help.

Dates for your diary:

March 5th – Table Top sale. We still have a few tables available.

March 12th – Quiz

….and did you know that on July 6th 1957 John Lennon met Paul McCartney at a Church Fete in Liverpool. 

You never know who you’ll meet, so make a date in your diary now!! 

LITTLE MILTON

CHURCH FETE

at The Manor

Saturday 18th June 2pm

Planning is well underway so please offer your help if you can.

Sarah Jones: Tel:278120
We will be collecting for several stalls in the next few months. So please remember us and start collecting your unwanted Christmas presents, potential tombola/raffle prizes, bottles, books, bath and beauty items in fact anything that you feel may help with our fundraising event.
We are grateful for any support
FRIENDS OF WELLS FARM
There has been a definite improvement in the weather in recent weeks with the nights drawing out by as much as 20 minutes a day early last month! This means that there are the plants are beginning to wake up and the birds are busy preparing for the busy spring ahead. Badgers have been busier recently and have been spotted crossing a field in daylight so watch out when driving as this is one of the most dangerous times for them.
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Do your bit to stop climate change

Plant a hedge day II
March 6th
10.30am – 3pm

even if you can spare just an hour.
Thank you so much to all of you who helped last month. Amazingly, we managed to plant well over 300 plants in a double hedge and the BBOWT reserves officer commented on how professional it looked! We still have about 250 plants left which need to go into the ground if they are to survive. The plan is to put them along a new hedge starting from the end of the spinney and following the fence along the top part of the flower meadow. We will need as many diggers, planters and fillers, young or old, for as long as you can spare. This is a great opportunity for the whole family to do something to help our climate. We will meet at the farmyard at 10.30am; prepare the tools and hedging then start work. If you can dig, please bring a spade as we only have a few. 

Paul Jeffery (Tel: 278 424 Email: Paulj201@hotmail.com)
NEIGHBOURS CLUB

On the 27th January we held our Annual General Meeting when reports regarding last years progress were presented and plans for this year were discussed. A larger committee of eight members was formed in an attempt to make running the club more democratic and also to spread the load. At our meeting on the 10th February Norman Walters gave us an insight into life at Views Farm from 1955 to 1969. As an indication of how popular this was we had a total of 27 members present - much to Norman's surprise! He took us through the many processes from when he started work on the farm at the age of 17 1/2 until he went into the forces.  He went back after he came out and took us through the gradual changes in life on the farm including the combine harvester and the first planting of rape seed in the early 60's. It was an extremely hard job, most of it heavy manual work. A fascinating account of life gone by. On the 16th February we went on our first outing of 2011.  This was to Bablock Hythe where we enjoyed lunch before an afternoon playing skittles.  We had our largest group ever - a total of 60 members and friends.
Joyce Price

WHEATLEY LIBRARY 
A reminder of the opening times:

Tuesday 2.00 – 7.00 p.m: Wednesday 9.30 am. - 1.00 pm.: 2.00 5.00 p.m.

Thursday 2.00 – 5.00 p.m.: Friday 9.30 a.m. - 1.00 p.m.: 2.00p.m. - 6.00 p.m.

Saturday 9.30 a.m. – 1.00 p.m.

Contacts: 01865 875267; wheatley.library@oxfordshire.gov.uk
NEWS FROM LITTLE MILTON SCHOOL

Visitors to the school over the last couple of months have included the Ofsted Inspector!  Paul Edwards was with us for two days at the end of January, and we thought you may be interested to read the main findings from his report.

“Little Milton provides a good education for its pupils.  There are a number of outstanding features, not least of which is the pupils’ behaviour which contributes significantly to their good achievement.  Parents and carers think highly of the school and the remarks of one are typical when commenting, “The small classes and family atmosphere have given them a happy and inspiring start and they have all flourished both socially and academically.”  Another concurred with the inspectors’ views of the outstanding care, guidance and support provided for pupils when commenting, “We paid a visit to the school and were delighted when my child was offered a place in Reception because I could not imagine her being better looked after.  My expectations have been exceeded in every way.”

“Children make a good start in the Early Years Foundation Stage and progress well in all areas of learning.  Consistently good progress throughout the rest of the school ensures that pupils achieve well and that their attainment is above average by the end of Year 6. “

A copy of the full report is available on the Ofsted website.

The Year 5/6 children enjoyed a trip to The Imperial War Museum in London earlier in the year.  Part of the excitement was travelling on the Oxford Tube and underground to their destination!  The visit brought to life the work they have been doing on the Second World War, particularly life in Anderson shelters during air raids.

The whole school visited the Swaminaryan Mandir in Neasden and were overawed by the splendid architecture of the Mandir.  They enjoyed learning about the Hindu faith, and now have a good basis for comparing and contrasting it to Christianity.

Eve Hunter
LITTLE MILTON CINEMA CLUB
at the Pine Lodge

Thursday 24th March 8pm

‘Red’

In this action comedy a group of former government assassins (Retired extremely Dangerous) reunite for one last mission

Starring Bruce Willis, Morgan Freeman & Helen Mirren
************                                     

6 months membership available on the door

Adult/Child £10 

OAP £7.50

TABLE TOP SALE

At The Pine Lodge, Little Milton

Saturday 5th March

2-4pm

Come & sell or swap your good quality items: Children's clothes & toys Household goods, Books, Jewellery, etc.

Tables £5 each

Don't want to sell them yourself? Then donate them to the Pine Lodge

Or just pop in to browse & enjoy afternoon tea & cake

Contact Teresa Quested to reserve your table on 01844 27892
Want a fun night out in Little Milton?

Come and try our village
[image: image5.wmf]
SATURDAY 12th MARCH

7.00 for 7.30pm @ The Pine Lodge

Ticket includes 2-course dinner

Excellent local ale 

Wine supplied by Little Milton shop

Amusement guaranteed

 Everyone welcome!

Tickets on sale at the Post Office:

£7 in advance

£8 on the door

PLEASE SUPPORT YOUR VILLAGE
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EVENTS IN SPRING
I CAN is a voluntary organisation whose vision is a world where all children who struggle to communicate receive the help they need, so they can have a happy childhood, make progress at school, and thrive as adults.  In the UK, one child in ten will struggle with a communication difficulty that will persist throughout their lives and without help these children will find it hard to join in and learn, but with the right support, early in life, they can achieve and have successful happy lives.  We will be supporting ICAN by running activities around nursery rhyme themed crafts, singing and signing during the week of 28th February.  We will also be taking part in the Chatterbox Challenge during our Stay and Play sessions.  Please contact Nicole for further information 07545 209819. 

Wellbeing and Relaxation – Trevor Lowe will be joining us at Bumps and Babies on 21st March for a discussion on the nurturing ourselves whilst juggling the demands of a young family.  Please contact Anna for further information 07545 440969. 

Oxfordshire Family Information Service - Pauline McKinnon from OFIS will be attending our Stay & Play on Friday 11th March (9.30-11.00 Great Milton Neighbours Hall).  OFIS provide information on a range of topics such as childcare, early year’s provision, help with cost of childcare and activities for children, as well as a brokerage service for parents who are finding it difficult to locate childcare.

Weaning Workshop – Gerry Jewell, Health Visitor will be holding a workshop on Thursday 10th March between 1.30-3pm at Tiddington Village Hall to talk about weaning and we will also be running a crèche.  

Evening First Aid Workshop – this will be an evening session and will be held on Wednesday 6th April between 7-9pm at Great Milton Primary School.  Prebooking is essential.  Please contact Nicole on 07545 209819 for more details. 

Family Links – the current Family Links course is full and we are now booking for the next course which will be run for 10 weeks commencing Wednesday 4th May.  

Trio Childminding Support – will be represented at our Stay and Plays in Wednesday 9th March & Monday 18th April in Wheatley, Friday 11th March & 8th April Gt Milton, to offer support and advice to childminders, those who are thinking of becoming childminders, or extended family members undertaking a childminding role.

Please contact Nicole for further details of these events 07545 209819

Baby Massage – in response to recent demand, we are running a 4 week course commencing Thursday 10th March at the Fullers Field Community Room, Great Milton.  We will be planning further courses as these fill up very quickly, so please contact Stephanie to register your interest 07545 440970.

Children’s Centres are a one stop shop for all young children, their parents, grandparents, childminders and other carers.  As well as running free and low cost play events for families, we also provide a range of information and advice about local children’s services, including health and education and outreach home support. Please contact Deborah Jackson for a programme or further information on 07988 159041 or email deborah.jackson@oxfordshire.gov.uk

VIEW FROM VIEWS 
It feels like winter has been here forever! Of course we are by no means out of the woods yet. At least there are signs of better things to come; the dawn chorus is just gathering momentum and some of the early flowers are in bloom with the next flush just beginning to show buds. There is always debate as to whether it will be a late spring or not but I am assured by those who know far better than I that things are already performing at about their correct stage, or on cue. 

I guess that although the horrific weather of the early winter will not easily be forgotten, the recent months have been relatively benign. There has been little wind (I doubt the wind generators have produced much this winter), or rain. I was amazed the other day to note that a spring that used to supply all the water for this farm was dry, yet at the same time the river was in flood. Interestingly I don’t believe that we have had the volume of rain here to cause these floods, it must be run off from heavier rain in other areas further upstream.

In the past I have often made comment on how easy land work is now compared to years ago. Just recently we had a large quantity of sewage sludge as fertilizer delivered. This was spread over approximately 100 acres of land and then ploughed in by 3 people in 2 days. This is quite an achievement when you consider that the origin of an acre was the area that one man and his horse could plough in one day. I realise that this comparison is spread over many eras, but it is another indication of how things have moved on. 

The other great thing about this operation is that it is making good use of an otherwise waste product that used to be dumped out at sea. It is now being used to help grow that valuable commodity called food, shortages of which are being predicted continually.

 It should be pointed out also that the quantities applied are strictly monitored so that the land cannot become polluted. I tried to get them to spread a load of our chicken dung, their reply was “as long as it is not too much”, as they (Thames Water presumably) know exactly what is here, kind of reassuring I think.

The irony of the above tale, as is so typical of many instances in agriculture through the ages, is that this particular piece of land, having been left all winter for wildlife purposes, was ploughed and worked down producing a superb seedbed with a view to plant the next day whereupon, of course, it rained!!! Not enough to do any good, but enough to stop us. This is why when we start almost any operation in agriculture that depends on ground conditions, we have to crack on until it is finished, otherwise it might be some time before the conditions are right again. Let’s hope this will make for a bumper crop.

There was an article, including a picture, a few weeks ago in one of the dailies, about a plastic island in the North Pacific; it appears that this has arisen due to currents that have over a period directed all our flotsam into one area of the ocean. What a horrific situation. 

One could not help noticing once the snow had gone just how much litter has collected along our roadsides. This illustrates just how lazy we have become, expecting someone else to pick up anything we do not want. During the Christmas break I had reason to walk the tow path of the Thames at Mortlake, and again was horrified to see the amount of litter just above the tide mark. This will all eventually get to the sea and enlarge this plastic island. I cannot understand what we are all thinking about, firstly wasting all this material, and secondly why we think we need it in the first place? It is astounding to see how people can accumulate so much rubbish that extra bin bags have to be piled alongside the wheelie bins. It must be depressing for those who produce less rubbish to have to pay the same amount to have it removed as those who don’t appear to care less. 

When we consider the litter along the Thames, it was great news, albeit somewhat amazing to hear on the “Open Country” programme the other day that the Thames has just won a worldwide award for it’s cleanliness. I think that this must refer to the lack of chemical pollution which does show that the efforts made by the authorities on pollution control has had the desired effect, as well as the actions by those causing the problem in the first place (farmers included, we have not been exempt ourselves). As a PS to this I have just read in that worthy publication “The Oxford Times,” that Oxfordshire creates less waste than anywhere else in the country.
Charles Peers
THE VILLAGE SHOP REPORT
Well, a dreary and cold January turned into a dreary and cold February, but things are warming up nicely in your Village Shop!

Firstly, we are starting a series of promotions, the first designed to reward all our loyal customers who come in for their regular coffees. It is worth reminding everyone that our Coffee Machine was recommended by a certain R Blanc, who uses it at the 2 Michelin Star Le Manoir, as does another certain Heston Blumenthal, who uses it at the 3 Michelin Star Fat Duck at Bray. If you have never tried our coffee, give it a go- at £1.65 for the best Capuccino, or £1.85 for a fabulous Latte, you can’t go wrong!

VOLUNTEERS-YOUR VILLAGE SHOP NEEDS YOU!!!

Our shop could not exist without its volunteers, and we particularly welcome our younger contingent, such as George Dennis, who has learnt how to empty a dishwasher (bad move George-now mum will expect you to do it at home!), and the brilliant Megan Arnold, who is totally capable and unflustered.
COMMITTEE MEMBERS

We have also acquired a new committee member, in Guy Ward, from Blenheim Lane, whose family have been in retail for 30 years. We look forward to his input. Annie Rogers has also been away, for a minor operation, and we look forward to her return.

CHILLER CABINET

After threatening to break down on a number of occasions, the chiller cabinet finally expired midway through February, but was superbly brought back to life by two more village residents, Tristan and Roger Spence, of Impact Cooling.. Thanks very much to them- I get the impression this may not be their last visit.
WINE CLUB

The Wine Club and Wine range continue to flourish, with a number of cases of wine being sold. It is interesting that even in these times of tight budgets, people still want to enjoy their glass of wine. One enterprising gentleman, who works in Great Haseley, has worked out that he can buy a case of wine cheaper from Little Milton Village Shop than direct from Laithwaites-so he does !. If you are a regular Laithwaites customer, have a chat. We love finding wines, even if we don’t stock them, and getting you a good deal. 

The next Wine Club will be on Wednesday, 23rd March, at 8.00PM at the Shop. See you there!

Stuart McGill, Secretary, Little Milton Village Shop Ltd, 279092

IN TOUCH WITH YOUR MP
John Howell MP holds regular sur​geries around the Henley Con​stituency. You do not have to wait for a surgery to come to your area to book an appointment. When you ring we will spend a few minutes with you to try to un​derstand your concern or prob​lem and to make sure that John is the best person to help you. When he is not, we will direct you 
to your local parish, dis​trict or county councillor or the appropriate organisation to help. We may also be able to help you without you having to wait for a surgery appointment. We will always try to find the quickest and most effective way to help. 
Surgeries are held on a Satur​day morning between 10.00am and 12.00 noon. If you would like to reserve a 15 minute appointment please ring 01491 613072.

March 2011
12th March 
Woodcote Community Centre, The Old School House, Reading Road, Woodcote. RG8 0QYParish Room Islip Village Hall OX5 2TA

I am often asked specific questions about the working of Parliament and role of an MP. I shall take one a month to answer. 

With 74,000 constituents how do you represent the views of all of them in Parliament?

The short answer is that you can’t. There’s a big difference between representing the views of your constituents and representing your constituents. I cannot think of a single issue on which constituents have spoken with one voice. Their views are as many and varied as the people in the constituency. It is certainly the job of an MP to listen to what people are saying but at the end of it all an MP has to use his or her judgement to come to what they think is the most appropriate decision. In electing a representative trust is placed in the judgement of the individual which is why it is such an honour and a privilege to hold the office. This is a principle established in the eighteenth century – that an MP is a representative not a delegate.
More information on my work is available on my website www.johnhowellmp.com
LITTLE MILTON ALLOTMENTS
Over the last couple of months BBOWT have been busy and the orchard area has been cleared and raked ready to be sprayed.  Also a large section of bramble has been cleared.
March should be the month for digging up any remaining parsnips on the allotments.  Parsnips are biennial and if you leave them in the ground the goodness in the root is used to throw up a seedhead.  It’s not too late to put in some garlic and shallots, mine were planted in November and are doing well.  The garlic did particularly well last year and I haven’t had to buy any yet.  Potatoes can go in towards the end of the month, especially the earlies, again I am still enjoying last year’s crop which have stored well.  

“God made rainy days, so gardeners could get the housework done”.  If this is true I guess you are well ahead with your spring cleaning so will expect to see a hive of activity up the allotments soon.  
As Lou Erickson once said “gardening requires lots of water - most of it in the form of perspiration”.
Kay Ward
SEWING GROUP

Many thanks Anne for hosting us all last month. This month in March we are meeting on Thursday 17th at 11.00am at Sarah McLean’s home, 14 Milton Manor Drive. Please do telephone Sarah on 279996 if you are planning on staying for lunch so that there is enough food for all who come. Everyone is welcome, whether you sew, mend, darn, knit, quilt or even just want a chat!
Sally Ann Dennis 278029

Here is the latest Chalgrove Area neighbourhood update from Police Community Support Officer (PCSO) Rebecca Freeman. 
The Chalgrove neighbourhood also covers the parishes of Stadhampton, Little Milton, Newington, Drayton St Leonard, Great Milton and Great Haseley.

During September, October and November 2009 there were seven burglaries in the area, this year during that time it has increased to 17. The increase was due to the rise in burglaries in the Miltons and Haseleys. Since December we have been carrying out high visibility reassurance patrols in these areas and also policing operations.

The majority of burglary that happens on our area is to out-buildings such as sheds and garages. Use heavy duty locks and hasps to make property harder to enter and consider fitting lights with sensors (PIR lamps) to light up the area as criminals tend to like dark remote areas as it makes it difficult for them to be seen. Many criminals will use tools they find at the property to break into premises. Keep ladders, garden tools such as spades and forks and other items a criminal may use locked away and out of sight. Keep windows and doors locked when out, and at night, and keep car and house keys away from reach of the letter box and windows.

Vehicle crime has increased in September, October and November 2010 compared to 2009. There were six reported vehicle crimes in September 2010, which then reduced to four in October, then to zero in November. 

There were 22 reported incidents of anti-social behaviour in September, October and November 2009 and has risen to 27 in 2010. High visibility patrols have been carried out more routinely in the areas of concern.

There has been a decrease in robbery and violent crime in September, October and November 2010, compared to the same months in 2009.
More information on crime statistics can be found on the Thames Valley Police website under local crime mapping www.thamesvalley.police.uk
The March “Have Your Say Meetings” for the Chalgrove Neighbourhood is on the following dates:

· Stadhampton - Village Green, Thame Road, Wednesday 23/03/11, 1pm to 2pm with PCSO Rebecca Freeman

· Little Milton – By the post office, Thame Road, Wednesday 23/03/11, 2:15pm to 3:15pm with PCSO Rebecca Freeman

· Chalgrove- Outside the village shops, High Street, Tuesday 29/03/11, 10am to 12 noon with PC Mel Stafford

These meetings are an ideal opportunity for local residents to speak to their local police officers and PCSOs about any local issues, no appointment is necessary just turn up and speak to your local officers. Further meetings will be publicised locally and on the force website at www.thamesvalley.police.uk
COFFEE MORNING

SATURDAY 26 MARCH
10 -12.00 p.m in the PINE LODGE

Coffee and homemade cakes

All proceeds to Ovarian Cancer Research

GREAT HASELEY AND DISTRICT HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY
It is that time of year again with days in the garden when the sun is shining, the birds are singing and all seems right with the world.  Thursday was just such a day and I continued the clearing of dried and decayed vegetation and pruned the remaining roses, but then I got my eye in and started to see the first of the annual weed seedlings which if hoed or pulled when they are small can be easily controlled.  I prefer not to hoe as this will remove seedlings of plants that I may wish to keep such as winter aconite which germinate prolifically at this time of year.  There is no substitute to watching an experienced gardener weeding as it can be very difficult to distinguish between seedlings.  Also, remember that the definition of a weed is a plant in the wrong place so many common garden plants may be weeds e.g. oriental poppies or evening primrose and need removing early in their lifecycle if they are badly placed.  Some weeds will already be growing well as they are perennial or, like chickweed, ‘ephemeral’ and can grow throughout the year. One neglected bed of mine was full of chickweed, dead nettle, dandelions, buttercup and others; this creates work for future years as some of these plants are already seeding.  There is a lot of truth in the old saying of ‘One year’s seeding makes seven years weeding’.  We are currently emptying two to three year old home made compost onto the beds which helps suppress weeds already present, but brings with it a whole new batch of weed seedlings (and worse if you have mistakenly included bindweed roots!).
On a similar note, no one ever tells you just how invasive raspberry canes are.  We are relatively new to fruit growing and planted a row two years ago with half being summer fruiting and half autumn fruiting; the autumn ones have spread far and wide with canes appearing several metres away from the row.  This gives plenty of canes to give to friends, but also makes management of surrounding crops difficult.  The strawberries aren’t helping as, because I failed to remove runners, these are happily established among the raspberries and last summer I had to tread on plants in order to pick; my next job is to remove and transplant enough of these rooted runners to make a new strawberry patch to replace the current one in the next couple of years.

This is the busiest time of year for me and sometimes I forget to enjoy those plants that are at their best – Daphne ‘Jacqueline Postill’ is magnificent at the moment with its powerful scent and early crocuses look wonderful  in the sun; crocuses only open in the sun so do plant in full sun to enjoy them at their best.

I noted yesterday that the willows in the surrounding fields have a green haze about them; spring is definitely on its way!

Liz Moyses

PS Don’t forget the AGM on 23rd March 2011 at 7.30pm in Great Haseley Village Hall.
THAME & WHEATLEY RAMBLERS – MARCH 2011
Sunday 6th
Meet at Oxford, Thornhill Park & Ride Car Park, at 10:00am for an 8 mile morning walk to Forest Hill, Holton and Shotover.  Sorry, no dogs allowed.   01865 358905.

Thursday 10th
Meet at Three Horseshoes PH, Garsington (use pub car park only if planning to use the pub at the end of the walk, otherwise park tidily in the village) at 10:00am for a 6 mile walk via Cuddesdon.  01844 213608.

Sunday 20th
Meet at Stokenchurch (Kings Hotel public car park) at 10:00am for a 6½ mile hilly walk with lovely views.  01844 208517.

Saturday 26th
Meet at Stanton St. John (park tidily in the village or use village hall car park) at 09:30am for a 12 mile walk via Green Belt Way to Beckley, Noke and Islip.  Pub stop.   01844 339969.
FARMER’S MARKET

GREAT HASELEY VILLAGE HALL

Sunday March 13th 10.am – 12.00 p.m.

Come along and enjoy the many different tables selling fruit, eggs, vegetables, meat cakes and many more.

You can sit down and simply read your Sunday newspaper whilst enjoying a bacon butty!

Deidre Mann 279334; Will Meadon 0771621
Sinodun Players present

UNCLE VANYA by Anton Chekhov
In a translation by Michael Frayn
Wednesday to Saturday 30/31 March, 1/2 April

                                           At the Corn Exchange Wallingford

 

Uncle Vanya is probably Chekhov’s most popular play and his most intimate.  Subtitled ‘Scenes from Country Life’, it is set on a large remote country estate. 
Box Office 01491 825000 Evenings 7pm to 8 pm,      Fridays, Saturdays 10.00am to 1.00pm     Tickets £10

Payment may be made by credit or debt card.

NHS OXFORDSHIRE
You've been invited to participate in the Healthy lives, healthy people: a strategy for public health in England consultation by the consultation manager, Julia Stackhouse.

Please could you include an invitation to your readers to respond to the National consultation Healthy lives, healthy people: a strategy for public health in England. NHS Oxfordshire has been asked to seek the views of the public in Oxfordshire and it would be really helpful if you could highlight this consultation in your next newsletter. The consultation can be accessed at the following link: www.oxfordshirepct.nhs.uk/consult

If you have any questions please feel free to contact Julia Stackhouse on 01865 334638. Thank you.

Participate in this consultation
[image: image2.jpg]



Morland House Surgery

Dr A Harnden and Partners

Morland House Surgery, London Road, Wheatley, OX33 1YJ

Telephone: 01865 872448
Surgery hours are as follows: 
Monday to Friday: 8am to 6:30pm
Wednesday evening clinic from 6.30 – 7.20pm 

Please note these appointments are for commuters and working patients who find it difficult to attend the surgery during the day and don’t want to keep taking time off work for this. The surgery will only be open at this time for patients who have booked in advance.
Saturday-  8am to 11:20am

During Saturday opening you will be unable to contact the surgery by phone.  Please contact the surgery for more information. 
Should you urgently require a doctor during these times or when we are closed 
please call: 0845 345 8995
DEADLINE REMINDER – Please note that unless articles are in the hands of the Editor by the 20th of the month (unless otherwise stated), such articles will miss the scheduled Newsletter. The views expressed in this Newsletter are not necessarily those of the Editor or the Parish Council. All material for inclusion in the April 2011 Newsletter should be with the Editor at 27 Chiltern View, Little Milton, by 8.00 p.m. on 20th March 2011. The Editor reserves the right not to print items submitted for publication and to edit those items, which are published. 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

MARCH 2011

	Tues
	1st
	7.30 p.m.
	Bell Ringing Practice – St James’

	Wed
	2nd
	9.45 a.m.

	Babies and Toddlers Music Group Great Haseley 

	Thurs
	3rd
	10.15 a.m
.
14.40 – 14.55

15.00 – 15.30
	Great Haseley Baby and Toddler Group in Neighbours Hall Great Milton

Mobile Library -Old Field

Mobile Library – Village Hall

	Sat
	5th
	2.00 – 4.00 p.m.
	Table Top Sale in the Pine Lodge

	Sun
	6th
	9.30 a.m.
	Holy Communion CW – St James’

	Tues
	8th
	7.30 p.m.
	Bell Ringing Practice – St James’

	Wed
	9th
	9.45 a.m.
8.00 p.m.
	Babies and Toddlers Music Group Great Haseley

Parish Council Meeting in the Pine Lodge

	Thurs
	10th
	10.15 a.m.

	Great Haseley Baby and Toddler Group in Neighbours Hall Great Milton

	Sat
	12th
	7.00 for 7.30 p.m.
	Quiz Night in the Pine Lodge

	Sun
	13th
	11.00 a.m. 
	Family Service -St James’ 

	Mon
	14th
	10.30 a.m.
	Fitness/Yoga – Pine Lodge

	Tues
	15th
	7.30 p.m.
	Bell Ringing Practice – St James’

	Wed
	16th
	9.45 a.m.

	Babies and Toddlers Music Group Great Haseley

	Thurs
	17th
	10.15 a.m.
14.40 – 14.55

15.00 – 15.30
	Great Haseley Baby and Toddler Group in Neighbours Hall Great Milton

Mobile Library -Old Field

Mobile Library – Village Hall

	Sun
	20th
	8.00 a.m.
	Holy Communion BCP – St James’ 

	Mon
	21st
	10.30 a.m.
	Fitness/Yoga – Pine Lodge

	Tues
	22nd
	7.30 p.m.
	Bell Ringing Practice – St James’

	Wed 
	23rd
	9.45 a.m.

	Babies and Toddlers Music Group Great Haseley

	Thurs
	24th
	10.15 a.m.

8.00 p.m.
	Great Haseley Baby and Toddler Group in Neighbours Hall Great Milton

Cinema Club ‘Red’

	Sun
	27th
	10.00 a.m.
	Benefice Communion CW - St Mary’s

	Mon
	28th
	10.30 a.m.
	Fitness/Yoga – Pine Lodge

	April
	
	
	

	Sun
	3rd
	9.30 a.m.
	Holy Communion CW – St James’

	Sun
	6th
	9.30 a.m.
	Holy Communion CW – St James’


KEY TELEPHONE NUMBERS

Age Concern

01844 279238

Janet Betts

Citizens Advice Bur.
01844 214827

Thame & District

Church: St James

01844 279498

Rev Victor Story (Rector)




01844 279150

Raymond Fergusson 







(Churchwarden)

Doctors


01865 872448

Morland Surgery




0845 345 8995

NHS Helpline




999


Medical Emergencies

Little Milton Shop
01844 279978

Alison Shelton (Manager)

Milk Deliveries

01865 792221

Dairy Crest

MUGA


Bookings for the courts are made at the Post Office
Neighbourhood Watch
01844 279468
               Mark Willis

Newsletter

01844 279150

Raymond Fergusson (Editor)
OCC


01865 792422

All enquiries

Parish Council

01844 279092

Stuart McGill (Chair)




01844 279150

Raymond Fergusson







(Clerk)

Pine Lodge

01844 278922

Teresa Quested (Chair)



01844 279535

Linda Lovegrove (Bookings)



0870 770 6880

24/7 Call out service
Police


0845 8505 505

Thames Valley Police
Post Office

01844 279001

Annie Rogers (Postmistress)
Public Transport

01869 241500

Heyfordian Travel




01296 399500

Red Rose Travel




0870 6082 608

Arriva

SODC


01491 823000

All enquiries

Southern Electric

0845 770 8090

Emergency Number
Thames Water

0845 9200 800

Emergency Number

Verdant


03000 610610

All enquiries
For all other numbers go to website www.littlemilton.org.uk
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